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My. LoRD, | 

Should not have preſum'd tg 
have prefix d [o Great a 
Name to fo mean a Work, 
had I not been ſufficiently 
aſſur'd that Candour and Good- 

neſs, are not the leaſt of thoſe 
Excellent Qualities, which have © 
acquir'd You the Love and E/Jeem 
of \all that have'the Honour t9 
know Tou. 'T1s this Con/idera- 
tion, goywd with the Experience 
of Tour Lordſhip's former Fa- 
wours which rated me to the Con- 
Hdence of. expre{/ing my Oblien- 
tions to Tour Honour, by dedica- 
. Le - Tmg 


The EPISTLE DEDICATORY. 


ting not ſo much the Following 
Sheets, as My Self, the Compiler 
of them, to Tour Lordſhip's Ser- 
mice. But Tam afraid Fth the 
Piece and its Author, are ſo in- 
con/rderable in themſelves,and '/o 
unworthy of Your Lord/hip's Eye 
e& Regard; that my Offering: Sa 
feem to moſt Men, to have more 
of Preſumption than Gratitude 
nit. And truly,My Lod, [ am 
fo ſen/ible of the Objeftion, That 
tho) [ would willingly Joroud my 
 felf under Tour" Lordſhip's Pa- 
tronage, yet I dare not in the 
leaſt implore it for the Bſjay it 


ſelf; which hath ſo many faults, 


that ſome may be apt to cen- 
ſure the whole Undertaking as 
an unpardonable One : and I am 
unwilling that Tour Lordſhip 'S 
Name Jhoud be uſed, in the A 
ſence of a Trifle, which tf might 
have 


J 


The ErrsTLE Deprcatory. 


have been perhaps more for the © 


Author's Credit to have conceal 'd 
than publiſh d. 

And now having farid thus much 
|. zn Excuſe of my ſelf, 1 muſt con- 

| Feſs I was never under a greater 
Temptation, to ſay ſomething, ac- 
cording to the Modern C1/tome of 
Dedications,in Praiſe of Tour Lt; 
but that [fear [ ſhould need ano- 
ther kind of Apology, ſhould I at- 
tempt to give a Charatter of Tour 
Perſonal Worth and Excellency; 
or enlarge upon thoſe Eminent Ser- 
vices,with which You have _—_ a 
both Your Prince and Country, 
the moſt hazardousTryals 9 Nour | 
Loyaltyey Aﬀettion toeach,awhen 
either the Rights of the Crown,or 
the Liberties of the People call d 
for Your Afſtance : Tour Lordſhip 
being /till one of theFirſt,that was 
content to have theſe Your Obliga- 
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Z1ons cancell d and forgotten; and 
who never ſuffer d either the Ca- 
reſjes of tmeCourt,or the Applauſe 
of 1hePopulace,/s tempt Jou from 
Tour Duty orTour Poſt: But having 
adorn'd theGreatOfficeTou under- 
took, and nobly defended the Re- 
l1gton 7ox profeſs d,(by ſteering be- 


' 


twixt the hot blaſts of Zeal,co the 


colder calms of Indifferency ) You 
generouſly aeclin d to make Tour 
Services appear mercenary, or by 
* ras/mng Tour Self to a higher Sta- 
 t10n, give the World occaſion to ſu- 
[be@ that You conrted Virtue and 
Religion for any other than their 
0104 Rew ards: hich that Your 


Lordſhip may happily enjoy ts the * 


_ Conſtant and Aﬀettionate Wiſh of 


YouR LoRDSHIP's | 


Molt Oblig'd, Faithful and . 


Humble Servant, 
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The PREFACE. 


Y former Catalogue of Plays, in | 
; ſpite of the Malice and poor De= _. 


* {ignes of ſome of the Poets and 
their Agents, to deſtroy its Reputation, 
(by printing a Spurious Title-page, and 
an uncorrected Preface) has notwithitand- 
ing found fo kind a Reception from the 
Generality of Unbyaſs'd - Judges; that 
I thought my ſelf oblig'd by Gratitude, 
as well as Promiſe, to reviſe it: tho? it 
\were only to purge it, of thoſe Errata's 
contratted in the former Edition. I am 
ſo far from relenting what I have en- 
terpris'd, ( as ſome have been pleas'd to. 
report) that I am only ſorry that my Pow- 
er is not equal to the Zeal I have for the 
Memory of thoſe Illuſtrious Authors, 
the Claſlicks, as well as thoſe later Wri- 
ters of our own Nation, Mr Shakeſpear, 
Fletcher, Johnſon, Conley, &c. that | might 
be capable of doing them better Service, 
in vindicating Their Fame, and in exp3- 
ſing our Madern Plagiaries, by — 
Part of their Thefts. I ſay Part, becauſe 
I cannot be ſuppos'd to have trac'd them 
| | OP | in 
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The Preface. 
in A: And having no Partners in my 
Diſcovery, it cangot be expetted but that | 
many things will eſcape my Obſeryation. | 
However, this may ferve tor a Hint to 0- | 


 —_— 


FY band bell 


- ..- thers; who being better vers'd in Books, 
-Þ* "2 build upon the Poundation which is 
here laid. And who ever peruſes the fol- 
lowing Sheets, will find the Obſervation 
_ of Paulus Fovins, to be very applicable to 
molt of the Poets of- this Age ; Caſtrant 
elios, ut Libros ſuos per ſe graciles,alieno adi- 
pe ſuffarciant. | 


\ 


nw Hh © *% © 


But how juſt ſfoever my Deſign may 

k ſeem to unprejudic'd Readers, I muſt ex- 
| pect to be loudly exclaim'd againſt, if not 

openly aſſaulted by thoſe Poers, who may 

think themſelves injur'd in their Reputa- 

tion by the following Remarks: But I am 

already prepar'd for the worſt ; having 

learat from the Author of Abſalom and 

Achitophel (*), © That how honeſt ſoever 

f *the Delign be, he who draws his Pen for 

: ; One Party, muſt expet to make Ency 
* mies of the Orhery and every Man is a . 

©Knave or an Afs to the contrary fide. I 

ſhall therefore leave the Poets to their own 
Management, - whilſt I addreſs my ſelf to 

© my dilingag'dRyader; whom I hope to find 
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The Preface. 
Favourable, to One who aims only at his 
Diverſion ; 'and intends never to trouble 
the World again on this SubjeQ. 

I have da, rein to make this Pzece 
as uſeful as the Subje& would bear, or my 
Abilities reach; and I am almoſt confi- 
dent, that they who were ſatisfied with 
my former Catalogue, will be much more 
favourable to This Account of the Dr ama- 
fick Poets : ſince they will Affd This fo dit- 
ferent from That, both in Form and Mat- 
ter, that it may juſtly be ftil'd 4 New 
Book. alas | 

In'the Firſt place then IT have given 2 
ſuccin& Account of the Time in which 
moſt of the Ancient Poers liy'd ; the place 
of cheir Nativity, Quality, Death, Writ- 
ings, &c. in a larger manner than either 
Mr. Philips or Mr. Winſftentey ; and have 
collefted all the material Paſſi es of their 
Lives, which I found ſcattered in Doctor 
Fuller, Lloydd, 4\Wood, &s. into One Vo- 
lume, © for the greater Eaſe of the Re«- 
der, and Advantage to the Work. I 
hive not indeed always cited my Autho- 
rities, to avoid loading the Page ; tho' I 
here once for” all make my publick Ac- 
knowledgment to the Fore-mention'd, as 
well as other worthy Writers, to oo I 

| ave 


+ Secondly, I have in this Edition, rom 
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have been oblig'd in che compiling this 
Treatiſe. Neither have I omitted to ap- 
ply my ſelf to feveral Perſons now living 
for Intormation, ſome of which promis'd 


' me great matters; which occaſioned my 


deterring the Publication for ſome time : 
but I found that the Memoires I expefted 
froga London, were like to arrive with 
Cardinal Perron's Manuſcripts from Rome, 
which he was to make uſe of in his Vindi- 
cation of Henry le Grand : and that ſhould 
I have ſtay'd for the completion of theſe 
Promiſes, the Lowwre would have ſooner 
been finiſht than my Book. 


the 'Keader a large Account of the Title- 
Page of each Play which I have ſeen, as 
the Dozble Titles ; the Place where ated, 
the Date when printed, and the Perſon to 
whom Dedicated; with other Obſerva- 
ons, which might cb:ter occur or relate 
more immediately to cach Play. 


-- Thirdly, As to thoſe Plays founded on 

_ Hiſtory, inſtead of One or 'F'wo, ( as for- 
.merly) I have cited moſt of the Hiſtort- 

_ © ans that have treated onythat SubjeQ, that 


the Reader might compare the Play, with 
the Original Story. I have not mention'd 
ſo mans Authors, out of hopes of being 
| | count- 
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counted Induſtrious, or to beget an Opi- 
nion in the World of my Reading: Tho? 
as an Ingenious Author obſerves *, © This 
* Humor poſſefleth many Men, that bra 

*of many Books Coming under their Dif 
© covery : as if not orly with the Mzce they 
© had crept through the Crannies of all 
©Libraries; but alſo with the Mozhes, had 
* got betwixt the Leaves of all Treatiſfes 
"therein." I am {6 far from affeQing T itle- 
Learning, in which every Bookſeller would 
perhaps excel me, *that F am willing to 
acknowledge to the Reader, that I am 
owing to the Compendiaus ColleCtions of 
Hiſtorians and Chronologers, for their Di- 
rections,to find any Story or Action 1n the 


bo | Original Author; and therefore ſhall ac- 


count it no leſſening to. my Reputation to 
be trac'd in Calviſius, Spondanus, Lloyd, Mo- 
reri, and the like. | 
Fourthly,As to the Drammas, which are 
founded on Romances or Forreign Plays, 
I have much cnlarg'd my Remarks ; hav- 
ing employ'da great p:rt(if not too much 
of my Time in reading Plays and Novels, 
in ſeveral Languages ; by which means 
have diſcovered many more Thefts than - 
thoſe in the former Catalogue ; and: have - : - 
 (*) Paller's Chr. Hiſt: Þ. 43+ 
(*) ſt. P. 43 f (for 
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( for the Readers Eaſe, as well as my own 
Vindication) cited the particulars of each 
Plagiary, to obviate an Objection of a 
certain Poet, who profeſſes he has not 
ſtollen half of what 7 thex acculed him of. 

What Reception this Pzece may find in 
the World, I am not very ſollicitous, nor 
greatly concern'd : ſince (as the Judicious 
Sr.Robert Howard has obſerv'd *) Things 
© of this Narure, tho' never ſo Excellent,or 
*never ſo Mean, have ſeldome prov'd the 


© Foundation of Men's NVew-6ailt Fortunes, + 


© or the Ruine of their 0/4. Tam ſo far from 
valuing my ſelf upon this Performance, 
' that it there be any thing in ic worth 
, Commendation, the Poez- are at liberty to 
father it upon whom they pleaſe, or claim 
it as their own , without my taking any 
offence at it : And if T can but be ſo happy 
as to obtain a Pardon from the more lid 
=_ of Mankind, for waving miſ-ſpent m 
ime in theſe Lighter Studies, I promitfe 
for the future, to imploy my ſelf on Sub- 
zjeQs of more Weight and Importance. 


(#*) Pref. to 4 Plays Fol. 
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Wiltam ALPXANDER, Earl 
of Serine. | 


UR Alphabet begins with: this wor- - 
thy: Nobleman, ; who' was 2 Scot, by 
/ Birth; and-liv'd/ in the -[/Time of 
King Zames the Firſt of | Zng/and, and the 
Sixth of Scotland. All that,.T am able:.tb ae- 
quaint my Readers with; concerning his-pri- 
vate Aﬀairs, or Family, 1s;only this ſhort. ac- 
\count;.'that he was much zn Favour with his - 
|Sovereign, and Father to the preſent Earl'gt 
Sterline; | wer cd aravs zafls 2 
- .. The, Occaſion of his being mentien'd 4n our 
Catalogue, is, from four Monarchich Tragediee, 
| (as he fliles them,). which. are-1n Prins under 
J his Name, ws. The -Alexandrean T7 ragedy , 
(Crafſus, Darius, and Fulins Ceſar. © Oo 
Theſe Plays ſeem to. be writ with great 
& LO udg- 
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-.2n 1ts Deſcace: 3 Srl retend to decide lu; 


"may pelfibly be 'objetted' that thrs' Stffle 15 


the ſole Invention ot eve y Auchoz}are fol 


2 An Alcoant| of the 
and-(1t+-miftake-not) the Author ff: 
as propeett the Ancients, for his Pattern ; þ/ 
by bringing in the Ghorgs between the Acts. 
They w m_ and ſententious, throoghout, ; 
Et ra eca , nd yet w 
the ſofte 8 Te TXA35 Fas nehoudh? « 
they ſeem as as the Plays ſo muc 
in vogue with bc dry aha of this Age. The he 
guage Od thac 1, C1; know 3gaip t” them, [A 
oxe «the de.of his I} 
for which 1s __ like bo x nn þ. 
of the French Poet Pibrach ; or Sr. William ſhe 
Davenmt's Heroick «Poem, 'call's Gondibert.| i 
This meaſure of Verſe*has lately been found þ-h 


fault, wh by: an,;Emipent Cratic ot-jo 
yn ks Bt v7; Wilham ( eg W: 


the Controverſy, but leave 1t to my —_— , 
es perufe both 1 eix Arguments at 161 1/8 
Th 
2re; bur as the Author has already d < 
Country, (*} ſohe oughr to de-excus'd byte , 
'Criticks,' having giveh tho. 'pre-ſuf 
ſerene :t0'- our ' Torigue / as exccerling 'thefe | 
Storch Dial? both i in Elegance and Per n.ſift 
'His'T ra , are all of them founded onfan; 
Hiſtory,” arid he Has fo:ftrialy ry'd + Is I 
it, that even his Zp:ſodes, (which uſually, 


ed on Truth likewiſe. | / har 
"The Mexandran T1 Tragedy is is a proof o of his — 


TG ) Mr. Kymer? s Pref. ro  Kopin' $ Reflc Bichon 
Treo Poetry. (b) Prefece to Gapdtbert, | (& 
Parkes 4% Egir. Eddagh. 1603. - 
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Y for after the Firſt At; which'1 1s wholly: Eme 
1; bloyed by Alexander's. Ghoſh (pollibly Ins 10 - 
's. $ation of Sencca's Thyefter't ) :the reſt of the 
It, Play 1s whoug circumicrib'd by Hiſtory. . The 
re he Pliy.4s built upon the- Differences about 
t, fhe Succeiſion, that aroſc-between Alexaxder's 
ch Paptains \after his Deceaſe. The Second. Ab 
he begins with the Counce] held by Perdicces, 
m, [Me /cager, and the reſt. of the Commanders, 
is he, Author, has chiefly followed $; Currins 
ns hb. Lo. cap.'6.' > ſeq. and Faſtin 4b. 13; But 
MM ſhere are other Authors that bave toucht upon 
rt. |his' Story, as well -Annalifts: as Hiſtorians 
nd Fhach for the Reader's: fatisfattion I ſhall fer 
ot-Jown. Such are, Didoras Sicnlus' [ib..18. O- 
g dpfens lib.,3. ” wy Faſephne lib., 1204p; 1. 
1dc Hppias de Be Syriacis. ---—Sa/zant: Annales 
4  lefaRtici A.M. 3730.Numi 30.&c, Zorwnek 
{. M. 35730.N. 5.&c. Ralergh's _ =, 6. th 
« eylin s Hiſt. of Greece, '\#orneHt, &c 

d| Creſus, is chiefly borrow '& from \ Herodotus, 
byte 46. 1. fue Clio. | You mayieonſult og, 
Ir6-[uftin bib. 1.- cap. 7. Phutarch's Late of Soon 
thee belides Saliar. Tornitl. A. M.3510, Inthe - 
on.|ifth A#1here is an Epifade of: Abradates, and 
TC ſenthee, which the Author has copied-trony 
| toſengphon's Cyropaideia, Or the Late: and. Inſti 
arquuon' of Cyras, Lb. 7.- and'i the: Ingenious 

indÞaudery has:built upon-. this\Fovndatibn,/ an 
' par diverting Rowanct, call'd Grand Cyrus; 
his'3e Pardsy. :Book 1. I leaven to the Readers, 
Thich Romuince | Is belts the- - Copy , ot the 
Oy Jriganat: - MG -. 
_ was the firſt Preſent our Author | 
forh - | A 2 made 


eos 
_ nt"; - ee et ILSS 
_—_— 7 > -., os —_ 4 
F; % 
” 
o 
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made the world, at which time he was Lord] x 
eMenftrie. He" printed this Fragedy at Zainy ; 
borough, 1a quarta. 160y. and dedicatcdit to KJ c 
James VI; by a Copy of three Stanzas. ” It wa 
firſt compos'd in 'mixt Dialect of Englifh and / 
Scoth; and even then; 'was ane by twq x 
Copies'ot Verſes. Phe Author thas ſince pol C 
lithed and corre&ted much of his Native Lan 
age, andeven the Play it felt 1s alter'd, and 9g 
tis now reprinted with the Reſt of his Works| x; 
For the Plot of this Play, read Q, Ctrtus, /:b| C 
$, 4, and 5. and Juftmn, /ib. 11. cap. 5. &c. - Seq ſe 
belides Diarorus 11b. 17, Arrian de Expeditiond h. 
Alexandri hb. 2. Plutarch's Late of Alexander] Fe: 


* Salian.' A. M, 27719. fs: | 


Fwlins Coſar 1s founded on Hiſtory, and thy + 
Reader may find many- Authors that give at 
zccount of 11s Actions, particularly Plutarct 
and Swetonins, each of which writ his Life 
See beſides Appran de. Bellts Cruiltbus, bth. 2 
Floris 1ib.'\g.. cap: 3: Saltan. Torniel.. &c. 

Beſides the ce Blays; he writ feveral othe|-- 
Poems, 'of a different Species, v2. : Doorſds 
or the great, day of the Dord's Judgment; ku 
Poem divided. imo Pwelve Books which th N 
Author calls Hoars. ' 4 Parand/ss to Princ|<\* 
Henry, "who diving before it was publaſh'd; 'þ| +. 
dedicared 1t:to' Prince Charles, afterwards Kin - 
and. 'Martyr- 1-1 an Heroick: Poem 1n. 
cended ; bur - the' firſt Book only extant. H 
writ-all theſe Poems: in the Otteve (Rin o 
Tafſo, 'or, as «Hrebael Drayton calls at,'(*) 
Stanza of Eight Lines ; Six interwoven, aud | | 
"(d) Eritl 10 Wren arc Ew 8 hs 


Þ| 3 
Conpl, 
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Couplet in Baſe. 1 ſhall leave their Excellency 
ro the judgment of Criticks, whb may view 
them ar-lexfure; his Plays and Poems being all 
aJ printed together in Folio, . under the Title of 
nd Pecreations with the Muſes : printed at 
wq 1637, and dedicated to Has Sacred Majeity K. 
ol Charics the Firlt, of Bleſled Memory. ,:, +. 
anj 'This being all. che Account 1 am able to give 
ind of our Author: and; his Works, I muſt =: 
ks| recourſe-to an old Copy of Nerles {tiled 7he 
tb) Cenſure of the Poets, which, tho' mean in them- 
Seq ſelves, ſhew the Opinion the unknown Author 
009 had of our Poet: Part of which Copy take as 
ler 'follows*— eee ul nnen 0 vane ene. . = ! 
' $6 Scotland ſen? us hither for our on : 
thi © That Man who/e Name f, eden would have known 
al Toſtand by mine, that moſt ingenious Anight, 
ch My Alexander;' 19 whim 'in bitright Fg 
ute} 7 want extreamly, yet in [peaking thus, 
2 7 do but ſhew that Love that was 'twint'ths, 
LFAnd not his Nambers which were brave; brgh, 
he|- -' $0 Yibe'bis Mimd was his clear Pheſy. 002%) 
. |. I have likewiſe ſeen an Anagram, written 
{4 by One Mr. #:iJiam 2gun, on-our Author's 
Name, Which being ſhore I wall eranſeribe. ., 
... GULIELMUS ALEXANDER, 


1 |, Linagramma.) ,' 
iis I, LARGUS MELLE: EXUNDA. : þ 
Tetraſticon'' '' /® & UF 
gd CumTibi det Genins, Muſa gugentimg; Poefis 
Hloribus e varits Attica meNla-lezas ; 


], largus melle exunda. *M// tag; find? 
Carmina's /ic fatias tomme' fata jubent.””« 
pl A 3 Robert 


DT: " An Accdnmtt of the 


©... Robert ARMIN... 


The Author of a Play called” Thee Maids of 


Moor lack; (tfed'in former Catalogues, a Hi- 
ſtory. 'T ani'able rogive no Acconnt cirher of 
theAnthor, or his Phy having no knowledge 
of cirher. Alt that Tean fay, is that T have feen 
a 'Book wrirren by one of the ſtmE Name, called 
A Diſconrſe of FH{:abeth Caldwell, wwhb 10/75 
Sore other atcomplites, attempred to poyſon her 


husband. * "This Bodk is in quatto, printed 18] -: 


London 1604 


FRO HET REP 
" Abraham” Barry.” . 


Gentleman af. whom I. can give no other 


Ms hog Shen that he.+bas extant a|fi 


Play«ealled. 7 he Spightful Siſter, pranted'an.q0; 
but,where or, when, Lam not able. to give, an 
Account; the Title-page, Dedication-and Pre- 
face ( if there be any ) being deficient 1n,my 
Copy. Bur if T may be permitred'ty ſpeak*'my 


Sentuments of the Play it ſelf, I believe the]. 


Author has ſtoHen' neither his CharaQers' nor 

Language frowany other; and1preibmerhoſe 

that have read the Character of My Lord Occus 

1 phe H"inifred,and the rel{t in general, 
will be of my opinion, 1 

John Baxcrorr.”. 

A Gentleman,; who is the Author'of a Tra- 


 gedy. called. Ser Loris. acted at.the Thearre-hat 


A Royal 


| Dr amatick;Pects.. 7 
"4 Royal by theirs Majefttes: Servants. printed. an 
7 yo ard Lond: 1679." /Fis' ded\aated' to. (aps 
of | 7am Richard Savage; and the Epdogue was weit 
Ji. | by Mr. &ayenſcreft. ; The, Elder GornciHerhas 
of | writ a Play,on-theſJamegubjeeb, which I have 
ge read; butthall\leave it co-the decifion of bers * 
<n | teriqudgments |. to .derermine which. is beſt, 
ed | Thoſe who- would read; the foundation.of this 
itch [Play may conſule Plutarch's hate of Ser tots : 
ber | Peleins Pateren/ts [ib.2:: foraslih. 0.2. (oc. 
| <q AC. \ O88 T0LKCK a +7: Te 1? 4) 14d 
N 4 \*, BY it; John, BANKS, (32109 1 = 
| - APerfon now: living; and\ if /I aiftake not, 
"a Member ot: the:Honoutable Sociery dt; New: 
fur: Ong:wholc Genius ta-Poetry led ham 10 
make {exeral Atzempes on the.Stage, wath diite- 
-. [rent ſucceſs; bur of whom RR with. ju 
cr |fyee, thasdh berbe not accounted a kf: the 
© 2\ firſt form, yert'hs bears/up. with his Contempe 
49 3|raries of the feebnd;; «His Genius lays wh 
anſto —__ 47; and he has bad the-Forwine: tor. 
TC-|pleaſe the fair:Sex in the: Karl: of Z&/ex,-and 
mY] Anne Zullen. He has five Plays in prany, of 
my|which 1n'thepr Alphabetacal Order. +46 
the|: . Deftruftzon of Troy, a Tragedy, ated at his 
10T\Royal Highnets: the Duke's Fhearre, printed 
olelin quarto Lond. 1679. and dedicated to the 
cH5\Right Honourable the Lady Aatherme Roos, If 
ral|this Play fall ſhort of Shatſpear's Troilus and 
Cre/ſſida, at leaſt it ſurpalies Heyword's Tron 
Age; and how unkind ivevertbe Criticks were 
- [rour, Ibehievethey have {cen worſe Tragedics 
 T2-jon the Stage..:: 'Vartous are:the Authors that 
/re-have toucht on this ſubject, ab ZYomer, /irgil, 
oy as A 4 Owid, 


$ An Atcount of the 
_ Buidgye: but none-mbre fully than Dares Phrp. | 
guis, and Difttrs Creten/is: though Learned 1 


Mien : > thoſe pieces we have under their |] 
Names, to-be fpuribus: iyer Naralts Comes has |i 
turned Dates unto Latin Verſe : and our Couns-|5 
eryman' te into old Engliſh Meetre. -' |S 
.*' Zfland $ueens, or The Death of Mary Queen of | 7 
Scotland, a Tragedy: publiſhed only 1n-defence |} 
of the Author and theiPlay, -agarnit fome miſ-|- 
taken Cenſures. occalioned by ns being prohi-ſ7 
bited the Stage Pr ref in Quarto Lond. 1684. 
and inkcand ts he Nluſtrious Princeſs, Marp|r 
Dutcheſs of Norfolk: Moſt Hiftorians of thole| 
_ have written her Story, as cent th 
Fergners,/as'our own + iBec Buchanan; Speed, 1h\2 
che Reign of Q/E/izabeth, Camden, Du cheſue; þ 
Ar atztome's Memoirs, Canfin's Holy Conrt. Nay 

everi'Writers of 'Romances have thought herffo 
Story an ornament to'their Work 3 witneſs thep! 
Princeſs Cloria; where part) 2icher Story 15 ſuc:|th 
cindtly — and ſhe pourtrayed under the 
ritle, of F{;zerve Queen of \MHyfla.' -' '. 716 
i» Rival Aimgs, or 7 be Loves of Oroondates'anak 
Statira; a Tragedy in Heroick Verſe, acted at|F 
the Theatre-Royal; printed in quarto 1677: andpt 
dedicated to the: Right Honourable the Ladyre 
Aatherime Herbert. FhePlay is founded chieflyjs 
on Caf/andra, a tamed Romance in Fol. As toh1 
what concerns AMexander, I refer you to Cur*G, 
tas, and oft | | | 


[*erine betrayed, os Anna Buſlen ; a Tragedy 
acted at his RoyalHi {ſs the Duke's Theatr 

printed 1n quarto-Zonud. 1682. /and dedicated tc 
the INuſtrious Princeſs £#4zaberh Dutcheſs of 


4 
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Wy | Somerſet: The Author has followed a1irtk Nos 
ned | vel tranflared from the French; and<calted'Fhe 
cir [Novels of Z/izabethQuecnof Engfandgontatts 
has [ing the Hiſtory of Qneen' Amr, Breller For the 
un- [Story, moſt of otir Chronicles/relate it ;*See 
Speed's Chron. 'in the Reign of Hem VIE: I'& 
wof| Herbert; Ducheſne, Dr. Burnet's Hilk. RefOrit 
nce [Book the 2. or. I N13 19 5 M530) 
nif-| © Unhappy Favonritey or T he Entl of Effex; a 
hi-[Tragedy, afted at "the Theatre-RopaP by theit 
84. |Majefties Servants'; printed ir quarts Coiter 
lary|16B2. and dedicated ro-the-moſt' rn 
tole|[Nuftrions Prifteefsthe Lady Ann, Daitghter ty 
fors| tn 7 gee (the preſentPrine&&R oF 
- in|Dcombrt') This Play was ated With! good 


/meg(h (s': The: Prologue and Epi \were 
aywriitren by Mr. Diyern. and rhE play tr ſelf 
herfounded on a NoveFcalled; The Secrer Hiſtory 
thebf the-molt Renowned' Queen Flrzube th m_ 
ſuc:the-Eart of E/ex, primed 1014.6! Londs1 
theÞFor the true Story; ſee- Cambacr's Elkabers; 
| (peed, Ducheſne, Stow, Baker, tyc: tn theReight 
andof' Queen Z/izaberh.: Fhere' have been 'rws 
d'ar\Fench Plays, one by Monſievir Caprantde ;the 
andbther by the Younger CorneiHe ; which Thave 
adyread, and am of opinion, that the Zi&hþb play 
cflyis'not ſhort of the Frenrh; norwirhſtandiites the 
s tohigh commendations'given it by rhe' cAercurp 
CurGallant, January 1697. ' by [11:G0& 
"PA AGIAY T1I2G0 21 
dy Barnaby BaRN8s-/ 
d to] This Perſon lived in the Reign of K. Zames 
mw ac Firſt; and writ a Play called 7 4s; Penile 
i Char- 


Py | FRY "_ 


zo _— — of the ; 

Charter, a Frag the Iafe. and 

Death of Þ 09s of the ve ya xd belore 
1 


the King s Maj jelty, upon. C 
by his Majeſty A Servants pet mans Hi 18 Quarto 
- L607, and dedicated. tp. the Honouzable 
and his very dear Friends, Sir t#, Herbert, and 
Sir #. Pope Knights, Aflociates in the Noble 
Order IS the "ow 
This Tragedy lecms £0 he written in imita- 
won of f Shapers old s old Play,of Pericles Prince of 
as Shakſpe pee, raiſes. Gower, an old 


Sri vlog for his Iazerlocutor or Introdv- 
Pla ha this Authog revaves Guics 

Gnſond forthe che fame deſign.. (This. was the mt 

mon, praQtice of £0 of. he Hall Age, 

Shak Peary 4 4 Oc. At, which time}. i 

i yn ay % þ Which, 

much — Oo JOTINL 

k pen aq ny HOPES Carer, 


as largly, need, of ' this Pope,..4n 


has Hiſtory-of the Was; of , ref; ſec the fixit 
he Kory a ch Authors eb kewaſe 


ed of him, as Du Prean, Hi PR. 75 
ces de | Egliſe,tom.2.p.293.& 1eq. Yo/lat 
tit. 22. ſub-fiae, as & Geftis Pentium 
Romanorum, 

This Author has extant belides, four Bogks 
of Offices about Princes, how.they ought 50 be 
adminiſtred, printed fol.-Zond. 1606: | 


Robert Baron, E/q; 


This Author was a young Gentleman, bred 
firſt at Cambridge, and afterwards brought up 
in the wn of Grays-/mns: During his 
abode there, he writ a Romance called The Cy» 
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Þrian Academy, printed oftavo Land. 1647. He 
dedicated 1t to the famous Traveller Mr. Zam 
fdowel, 1n' partzeulay, 'and to the, Ladies nd 
Gentlewomen of Zng/and, in generab,. In hys 
Romance, are meluded two Dramaticks, which 
Mr. ft 41a has inſerted in. his-Gatalogue, 
tho' they are nor. entire Tradts of 'themlci ves 
nor.of any\i{ignal- Eminence ; but fince. they 
haye.. been. mention'd an former. Catalogues, I 
ſhall not:-onut them. oo att 2 ty 
1); Deoram Dora, a Maique preſented before 
Hamjnius and. Clarinda, King and, Queen of Cy- 
Arnes,-at their Regal Palace in JVjce/zas\, Paxr, of 
this piece is borrow:;d from Mr../#al{er's Poem 
toithe'King on his/Navy., © | {nf T 
6 et Etegiog.os T he Paſſnnate Lovers; 
far: 


arzl, ated by,the'LadyZu/io's' Servants, 
or the Entertainwentpt- Flamimny:; This Play 
coirfiſts, -bur,/of ;rhree -Afts, and! 3s .borrow'd 
very \mucty from-/#a/er's Poems, and Hebjter's 
Dutcheſs of Haify } which x excujabie only on 
the, account- of the, Anthor's Youth, .he bewg 
but;17 Years of age,when he compos'dithat;Ro- 
mance: w hichwas the. reaſon thas..it was fo 
highly:commenged by;twelve Copies of Verſes 
writ by his Friends,and printed withhis Book. 
Mirza, a T raggdy, rcally atted in Per/aa, in 
thelaſk Age ;-Ll}uſtrated wath Hiſtorical Anno- 
rations, Prigted oftave Long.-—--and dedicated 
to his-Majeſty, bya Gopy of Verſes. This Play 
1s much beyond\extherfot the, foxmer, .andihas 
the repute. ef.a good Play, It is commended b 
Ave,Copres of Veries, written, by the Author's 
Cambridge-Friends: --On this very Sura, the 
F 4. 


Which Sr. Doamore Cotton, (Embaſſador to 4h 


. Tecured the Story throughour: 


12 An Actount of the 

famous Denham, had before writ a Play called 
The Sophy, *Tho' our Author (*) had finiſhed 
*three compleant Acts of this Tragedy,before he| 
*ſaw that ; nor was he then diſcouraged, ſeeing 
© the moſtIngenious Author of that,has made his 
© ſeem quite another Story'from this. Mr. aron 


ORRPTI— ONES City Rr IPIY 


| has follow'd not only the Honourable Sr; 7h. 


mas Herbert's printed Account in'his Travels; 
but likewxfe made uſe of a Manuſcript Lerter, 
$asKing of Perſia, from'King Charles-the Firlt| 
in the Year 1626. ) ſent to a Friend of his in |th: 
Cambridge, according to which Letter, he-pro+ 46 
rf .40+3 [DAL 
The Author ſeems to have 'propos'd for his ne: 
partern the famous Carime, writ by Ber.\John- | A 
fon + and has in ſeveral places not only hit ti 
"model of his Scenes : 'but even 1mitated- the 
Language tolerably, for x young Writer. Who« 
ever pleaſes to _ the' Chet of Emir- 
hamze-mirza, with that of Scilla, may eafily 
ſee his'Tmiration , but/that' being too long #6 
tranſcribe; T ſhall ſer 'down rhe fir{t words 
of Cati/ine; ih that admirable Play ; and after- 
wards thoſe of Abbas, and then ſubmit my opi- 
nion to my Readet's judgment. 4! 
| Catilme, At farlt. Fe 
1t is decreed : Nor ſhall thy fate, © Rome  |be 
Reſiſt my Yow. . Though hills were ſet on hills, iN 
And ſeas met ſeas,to guard thee ; } would thro': 
TH plough up Rocks, trepas the Alpes,in duſt :|A 
And lave the Tyrhene twarers into clouds ; 
But 7 would reach thy head,thy head proudCity. 
'O Eo tle © HE Reader; pes La 4 
" | Alirza, 


1n 
"Os 
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Vow 1s- » or thy flattering rate, 
© Marza, contxaaitt it ; meh thy Treps 
Stood like a wall about thee, nay tho' ove 
Preſs all the goas to guard thee, and ſbould arm 
T hem every one with thunder, { would threugh: 
oT'} tear the graundſells of thy T awers up; 
Aud make ther nodding Spires kiſs the centre 
Rut {will reach thy beart, thy yearly, pos | 
[/T&ore- 
This 1s the firſt Author taken notice of, ei. 
ther by Mr: Phillips. (*) in his Thearram Poe- 
tarum, or his Tranſcriber Mr. #inftan/cy, m 
his Lives of the Engliſh Poets - (*) and though 
neither of them give any other Account of our 
Author, but. what they colletted from my for- 
mer Catalogue printed 1680. yet through a 
miſtake 1n, the method of thar Catalogue, they 
have aſcrib'd many Avonymons Plays to the fare- 
going Writers, which belonged not to them; 
and thus have. committed miſtakes in almoſt 
all the Dramatick Writers they have handled, 
To give an Iaftance in this Author : they 7% 
aſcribe to him Don faire, or The Amght of 
the ill-favoured Countenance, a Comedy ; I know 


- [not whence they had their Intelligence : but 


T never heard or read any ſuch Play, nor do I 


: [believe there is any other Book which bearg 


that ape, EXCeEpt the fam'd Romance, written 


-|by_the- admirable Pen. of that famous Spar;ſh 
- Author, Miguel de Cervantes. They have like- 


wiſe aſcribed ſeveral other Dramatick Pieces 
to this Author, which: 1 dare bt confident, are 


0b): page 10-4 (4) page 115, 


not 


1 ,.Lodowick BaRRev. 


An Author that liv'd' in the middle,of the * 
Reign of King James the Firſt : who'writ| 
a P 


t4 Av Account of the 

not of his Writing; as Drek Scorner, De/trut7ion 
of Feruſalem, Marriage of Wit and Science , 
eMaſques, "and Inter tudes ; "and have omitted 
two other Piedes written by him.” viz. Poems 
6Ctavo, '#1d-#Book- intituled ,”" 4 Apology 


Paris. Neither do Thelieve Mr. Phillipg's Ac-| 


count, that any of his Pieces rd on the 


Stage. Tfhall conclude all with rhe following d 


Anagram; written by+ his *Friend' Mr. "John 
Quarles, lometimes of St. Peter's College in 
Ooteneer nl wort” er ter 

ROBERTUS BARONUS. Hides 
US AB ORBE NOTUS. FS”, 


$ 
Ana- 


by * 
; 


Rarns, haud cuiguam peperit Natura ſecunduns;\li 


Notus es, & ſcriptis (Baron) ab orbe tus, 


Ld 


ay call'd Ram-Altey , or Merry Tricks, a 
Comedy, divers times heretofore Aded: by 
the Children oof the Kings Revyels ; and printed 


| Inquarts, Zend. 1611. The Plor of Jill SmaBt. 
ſhanF's decoying the Widow Taffeta into Mar- 


riige, is borrow d (as T ſuppoſe) from the ſame 
Author, trom whence Ark | 
which is to be fours in the Zuglſh Rogue, Fat 


the1V, Chap, 19. and is an Incident in other 


Par ſon's Wedding. Es 


Cap- 


Francis BEAUMONT. See Feteher;*| 


man took the Story | 


Plays befides this ; particularly in Aillegrew's | 
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 Captam William Breptos. 
< A Perſon ſo remarkable in this Nation not 
many years {ince, onthe Account of the Pop! 
Plot ; that few are ignorant of his part of the 
diſcovery. I ſhall not pretend here, to. give 
\e| you an account of his Life, 'but refer you to 
\o\thatwhich was written by an Unknown Hand, 
8\:ntizuled, The Life and Death of Captain Wili- 
am Bedhe; printed in otavo, I * © | 589 
The Realon why we mention-him in our 
{|Catalogue 15, 'on account of a Play writ by 
|him; called, The Excommunicated Prince - or, 
'|T he falſe Relick: 2 hepwar”; Aded by his Ho- 
u:|lineſs's Servants: being 7 he Paprſh Pht, in a 
{\|Play, printed un folio, 1679. Dedicated 
«|to his Grace the Duke of PBuckingham. I muſt 
- confeſs, L was very .delirous to read this Piece 
;{|for-the fake.of the Title-page, and came to,zt 
© with. great expeRtations; bur found them al 
togarhes:Ginlteaeed, and anly 2 Story which I 
* |had' foxmerly read in -Dr. Heylin's Greer eps 
== in 2t. | But afterwards when his.Life 


. 


, me out, | was ſatished with the Account the 
7 Publiſher gave of it: which for the - Readers 
7 Information, and the. Juſtification of the De- 
© ceaſed, I ſhall quote word for word. 

7 © In the next 'place, I defire leave to 
r 

$ 


4 
| rk ſomething of his DramaZ:ick Pacm, call'd 
The Excommunicated Prince, or, The Falſe 
* F Relich.. As to the worth of the Play, 1 do own 
my (elf fo unskilfut in Poetry, that -L will 
-F gat raſhly pretend to give my opinion of it. 
*70) T0 Tis Life; pay. T5 ——— 


: | But 


bs 


2G Au Uetount of the 
<But, which 1 know, /let me afſertyn its 
« yinditarion, viz. That it was both began and 
*hruchc 36 che: ſpace-of- two Months, - which 
#eyery-one-muſtneedsacknowledge was (but a 
every ſhore rin, mpnoarry the great buſt- 
*neſs' that. .then more ear imploy'd his 
*thoughts,which muſt neceflarily be a weighty 


(clog to the ableſt Muſe. . Whereas ſome of 


< rhe chiefeſt Poets of this Age have thought 1t 
© no diſparagement to [.confeſs, thata corre 
fÞlay: wo be perte&ed,. will require: at leaſt 
*£twelve \Months time. And I ,remember-in 
<{o:me ProloguezI think 11 that to the /7zr tnoſo, 
©T have read this Diitzcek to the ſame purpoſe. 
A Play, hike Ground, muſt a Year Fallow lye, 
 ' Fre ut can ripemtogood Comeay. 
- + This conflider'd, brew 1t being the: firſt 
<Eiffy.le ever finifh'd of this Nature) what 
<few miſtakes arc found in. his Play, may be 
<exfilyrexcus'd. But beſides 1ts real Fo the 
C errors of the Preſs, and what it ſuffers:thro' 
© the:prejudice: and malice of the' Author's 
< Adverſaries, I do-notatall wonder 14 :even 
© the: moſt impartial Reader too, ſhould look 
 Eſevertly on 11, ſeeing he 15 promis'd 10-the 
' © Tirke:page, what he can never find/1n-the 
© Book. It! would fain»cozen' him re believe 
<thar Heoſhall meer with the Popih *Plot)re- 
« prelented. in that Play, though I have /heard 
£ Mr. Beiloe often ſay hemever intended any 
© ſuch. thing. 'The Hiſtory he: deligned;:may, 
*as Lam antorm'd, berread' in ſeveral \Authen- 
© 116k Authors bot 1n Aeyim's' Geography | ne- 
* member I met” with 1K, zy; ſelf, 1S9 W390 
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 Dramatich Poets, 17 
hat-will peruſe his Hiſtory'of Georgie. Mr. 

« Bedhoe ' well'knew 1t was nents Intereſt _ 
ſo-for to ridicule the Plot, as to compoſe 2 
cPlay of it; -and he had 'more: judgment” in 
c Poetry, than to imagine” that ſuch 'a'new 
c thing would pleaſe in __ . Andleaſtany 
cone dſuſpe& that his n. did'in-the 
(leaſt incline that way, he writ an Epiſtle to 
_ his — 0 we O_ Which 
c the Stationer, (ſu "under that pretence 
cthe ro ago = much'berter) j t 
At we ore: mg and _ _ words 
cto't itle-page (PBremg the Popiſh Plot: ins 
<a 'Play) wit one the Author's conſent .or 

c knowledge. | L %R. 

n Mrs. Aitrza Bran, ET 
A Perſon lately deceaſed, but whoſe Memory 
will be long freſh amongſt the Loversaf 1Dra- 
matick Poetry, as having been: ſufficiently 
Eminent not only for-her Theatrical Perfor- 
mances, but ſeveral other Pieces bottrin Verſe 
and Proſe; which gain'd/her an Eſteemamong 
the Wits,almoſt equal to that of the 3 2» 
ble Or: adam Aatharme Phillips (of whom 
we ſhall fpeak hereafter). Her. Plays are Six. 
teen number, having therein exceeded any 
of the Poets of this Age, Sr. William Davenant, 
and Mr. Dryden, excepred.'. Moſt of her Come- 
dies have had the good*fortune torpleaſe : and 
tho' it nruſt- be conteſt that ſhe has -borrow'd 
much, not only from her own Country 
but likewiſe from the French- Poets : 
yet 1t-maybe ſaid in m behalf, that ſhe hes 


often 
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| 18 An Actount of the 
"7 often been forc'd. to it through haſt : and hay 
it borrow'd from others Stores, rather of Choice 
* than for want of a fond of Wit of her own: 
[ E..! it having been formerly her unhappineſs to-be 

neceſſitared ro write for Bread, as ſhe has pot 


| 
| 
| b Iiſht. to the world. (*) "Tis alſo to her Com- 
l if mendation, that whatever ſhe borrows ſhe 1m- | 
4 F-. 
: 


q: roves for. the better: a Plea which our lare 
| ureat hes not been aſham'd. to make uſe of. 
2 (!) If ro this, her &x may plead an her behalf, 
; FT doubt not but ſhe will be allowed equal with 
ſeveral of our Poets her Contemporaries. I 
| {hall now give an Account of her Plays in an 
| Alphabetical Order, as follows : vs. 
| Abdelazer, or The 's Revenge; a Tra- 
| gedy Atted at his Royal Highneſs the Dukes 
* Theatre, printed in _— Lond. 1671. This | 
/ Play is originally an old Play of Marhes, call'd | 
Lufls Dominion, or The Caine Queen, 2 
Tragedy written above Forty years ago, tho' 
printed in oftavo, Lond. 1661. She has much 
zmprov'd it throughout. 
[4 Amorons Prince, -or The Curions Husband, 
*'$ a Comedy Accd at his Royal Highneſs the 
1.1 Duke of Zork's Ta printed 1n quarto, 
q: . Lond. 1671. The Plot of Antoure, the curiaus 
# Husband's trying his Waves Chattity by his 
i Friend Atberto's means, 1s founded ona Novel 
Ws. in the Romance of Dow Quzxot, call'd: 7 be Cn- 
r:ous Fmmpertment : Ste Part 4. Ch. 6, Þ 8. 
'd The City Aight-Cap is founded on the ſame 
li Story, tho' Mrs. Fehr has much: out-done that 
if &) Prof. tq Sir Patient Fancye (f) Pref. mm” 
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_ Play, and-itnprov'd the. Novel it ſelf. . 


City-Heireſsj or Sr. Timorby Treat-AR, a 
Comed y Adted' at his net his 
Theatre,” printed in quarto, Lond. 1682. and 
Dedicated to. the Right Honourable Fenyy 
Earl of Arundel, and Lord Mowbray... This 
Play had, the luck to be-well receiv'd in the 


| Town: yet Tcannot but'take notice that moſt 


of the Charadters are borrow/d;; as thoſapt Sir 
Timathy 'Treat-all and' his Nephew, from Sir 
Bounteous Progreſs, and Folly-wit, in Middle. 
tou's Mad Warld 'my Maſters: and thole of Sir 
Anthony Merrywelt,and my epics Sr.Charles, 
from Durazes and Calgoro, 1n Maſſenger's Guar- 
dian. Part of the Language in each Plays 
likewiſe ' tranſcrib'd. As tor the Plot of Sir 
Timothy's endeavouring to , ſupplant his. Ne. 
phew of his Miſtriſs, 't1s the ſame Deſign with 
other Plays, as Ram-Altey, and Trick to Catch 


_ the Old One. 


Dutch Lower, a Comedy Atted at the Duke's 
Theatre, printed in Lond. 1673. The 
Plot of this Play is founded on a Spaniſh Ro- 
mance, 'written by - the ingenious Don Fran. 
ciſco de las Covergs ſtiled Don Feniſe, ſee the 
Stories of  Zufemie, and Theodore, Don Fame, 
and Frederick. 

Emperor 'of the Moon, a Farce, Adted by 
Thefr Majeſty's Servants, at the Queen's 
Theatre, printed in quarto, Lond. 1687.: and 
Dedicated to the Lord Marqueſs of Yor cefler. 
This Farce was originally //a/1an, agd Aged 
in France Eighty odd times without inter- 
miſſion, under the Title of Farlequm F Em. 

Bl pereur 
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20 An Hecount of the 
pereur dans It Mods df In Lane + but much al- 
rd, and adapted: t»'our Eng |1:ſh/Thearre 
Fore'd Marti or The Fealons Bridegroom 
2 Tragi-Comedy:, "Add at his Hi _ the 
Duke of 7or#'s tre, and print 
Lhd. 1671. This, if I miſtake not, was the! 
Phy that our Anthreſs bronght'on the omg: 
Fall Cotmt, or A New Way to play an Old 
Came Comedy. AQted at the Duke $ Theatre, 
and þ Tinted i 1m quarto; Lond. 1682." The Hint 
. of Ifabell being* deeerv'd by GuiPawne the 
Chimney-ſweeper, ix borrow. from! "Molliere's 
Les Precienſes Ridicules. > one 
4 Courtezins, of a s Jotvigne, a 
Comedy, ated atthe 'Duke' $Theatre ft Þ- 
in quarts, Lond. 1679. and Dedicated to Mrs. 
Elken Cum. This Comedy T take to'be One of 
the beſt ſhe has written. * 
BY nnd Chance, or an Alderman's Pargute ; 2 c 
oe # Yet by. Their Majeſties Servants, 1 
princes o Lond. i685. and Dedicated to'the Re ( 
nÞ1eLavrence 1:4 Fe  E.of Rechefter. Tho”; | .# 
fome' Criticks decry'a' his Phy, yer whoever 4 
w1ill confult the Author's Preface, will find the þ t 
Objections fully "anſwer'd: however 'I mult u 
obſerve that the Tnetdent of Caymar's' enjoy- 
Ing the Lady y Fulbanck, and taking her for the D 
Devil, ts copied from Mr. Alexander Rickſhaw 
and the Lady Avrcting, in the Lady of Pleaſure. | fr, 
Roer, or The Banifht Cavalters, 1n Two || 
arts, both of them Es, Adted at the f #2 
Duke $ 'Pheatre, TY ted in A 4b ' Lowd, | £4: 
1677, and 1681. the j Dedi- | 44 
cated to his Royal Highnel he Du) \. Theſe 


arc 


. IF 


are the only Comedies, for the Theft of which, 
I condemn this ingemous Authorels ; they be- 
ing ſo excellent in their Original, that 'tis pity 
they ſhould have beenalter'd: and notwith- 
itanding hes Apology in the Poſtſcript. t-the 
firſt part; 1 cannot acquit- her of prevarica+ 
tion, fince Angelica 1s not the only /tol'n Objed?, 
as ſhe calls it: ſhe having. borrow'd largel 
throughout. The truth 2s; the better to wi 
guiſe SS Thefr, ſhe: has (as the ingemious 
Scarron obſerves of the Writers of Romances,) 
(*) Head the Eel by beginning at the Tail; yet 
notwithſtandrng,what ſhe has omatted of worth: 
1n her fig{t-part, ſhe has taken 1nto the ſecond; 
and therefore could not juſtly call theſe Plays 
her own. ; L j6 | 
: Round-heads, or The (good Old Cauſe, a Co- 
medy ated at the Duke's Theatre, printed in 
uarto; Loyd. 1682.. and Dedicated to the Moſt 
uſtrious Prince, Henry Fitz-Roy, Dukggof 
Grafton. A great part of the Language of this 
Play, is .borrow'd: from 7ateham's Rump, or a'+ 
Mirror of the T tmes; but yet ſhe has a better Tis. 
tle to this Play, than the former, haying much 
 1niprov'd the Humor of the Rotnd-brads. 
Sr. Patient Fancy, 2 Comedy, Adted at the 
Duke's Theatre; printed inquarto,Zond. 1678. 
The Hint of Sr. Patrent Fatiy, 1s. borrow'd* 
from a-French Play called Ze Malade imag:- : 
naire - and the. Charatters of Sr. Credulous Zaſy,” 
and his Groom Curry, are {tol'n from Sr. 40" 
. philus the: Corn: <a, and his Man. 7re- 
baſco in Brome's Play called 'The Dameſeilte, --* 
(e)- City Ronunces page 2+ - 
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22 An' Account of the 
Town Fop, or Sr. Timothy Tawdrey, a Co- 
medy, ated at his Royal Highneſs the Duke's 
Theatre, printed 1n'quarto, Zond. 1677. The 
foundation of this Day is a-Comedy writ by 
George Wilkins, call'd The Miſeries 'of inforc'd 
Marriage ; from which nor only the Plot, but 
a great part of the Language 1s {tol'n. 
Widow Ranter, or:1 he Hiftory of Bacon nt 
Firgmnia, a Tragi-Comedy afted by Their Ma- 
jeſties Servants, printed 1 quarto, Zond. 1690. 
and dedicated to the. Much Honored Madam 


, Held by G. F. a Friend to the Authrefs, by 


whom this Play was publiſht after her Deceaſe. 
I refer the Reader to this Epiltle for the Plays 
Juſtification : only-I cannot but - obſerve, that 
the Prologue was written Ten, years fince,and 


- publiſhr before Mr.' Shadwet's True Widow - 


and if I muſtake.nov the Epilogue 1s Old hke- 
wiſe. For the Story of Bacon I know'no Hiſtory 
that rekates it, but his Cataſtrophe i1s founded 
on the known {tory of Caſas, who periſhed 
-by the Hand of -his-freed-Man Da; , be- 
licving his Friend Brutus _— 1x 

' Young" King ,. 'os: The «Miſtake, a 'Tragi-Co-' 
medy acted at the:Duke's 'Theatre, - printed in 
_ Lond. 1683.,and dedicated «to ſome, 

entleman\ her particular: Friend, wnder the: 

Name: of Phi - Phe Deſign of this Play 
15. borrow'd from Monſieur Ca/pranede's Cleo- 
patra, ſee the Hiſtory of Akamenes and Me- 
—_ Part VIIL:. HII% , }) (5:41) ' 

_ Beſides theſc Plays this iIngenious Woman 
has publiſht ſevera]-other Works; i both an \ 
Verle and Proſe: As a Colleftion:of Poems 

. = 1 
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in oftavo, Lond. 1684. and a Colleion of. ſe- 
veral Others in cQavo, Lond. 1685. Another 
Volume 1n' oftavo, Zond. 1688. amongſt all 
which are many of her own Compolſures. Her 
ſeveral Verſions' from the #ench are' com- 
mended by thoſe who think themſelves Judges 
of Wit; amongſt which the chiefeſt are, 4 
Poyage to the Iſland of Love ; Lycidas, or The 
Lover m Faſhion ; and T he Lover's Watch. Theſe 
Pieces in the Original may be found in the 
ſecond and third Tomes of ZzRecencil desPieces 
Gallantes, en Proſe fy en Hers, 29 Paris 1684. 
Thoſe ggho will take the pains to compare 
them, find the Engliſh rather Paraphraſes, 
than juſt Tranſlations : but which ſufhciently 
ſhew the Fancy and excellent Abilities of our 
Authreſs. 
She has written other Pieces in proſe;which 
\ * Have had the fortune to pleaſe, as The Lore 
Letters between a Nobleman ant his Sifter, in 
 Phree Volumes, oftavo Lond. 1684. ox. Three 
Hiſtories, printed in otavo, Lond. 1688. vis. 
: Oroonoko, or The Royal Slave. The fair Fill, or 
Tarquin and Miranda. Agnes de\Caſtro, or The 
-: Force of Generous Love. There are two other 
{mall Novels under her Name, v2. Hiſtory of 
' the Nan, or The fair Vow-breaker, 129 London 
i689. The Lucky Miftakte, 129 Lond. 1689. 
Whar Opinion the Wirs of the Age had- of 
her, may appear from ſeveral Copics of Verſes 
written before her Tranſlation of Monſieur 
Bannecorſe's La Montre,or The Watch: amongſt 
whom- Mr. Charles Cotton, who was no con- 
temprtible Poer, gives her the following Cha. 
racer, | B+ Some 


- Gn Al 
4 - 
T” 


"—_- 4. 


” 
1 S 
A'q 6 
22 
i = 
be 
| 
5 
| x? 
© | REY 
Þ: 
* F* 1 
1 i 
My 


l 
z 
| 


" We An Account of the 


Some hands write ſome things well,are elſewhere 
popinge > ann ada is the > [lame : 
Of Bnkin, and of Sock, you know the Pace ; 

(And tread m both with equal Skill and Grace. 

' ut when you wruterof. Leave, Altrea then 
Love _ Arrows, where you wet your Pen. 
Such ebarmin}y Lines did never Paper grace ; 
Soft as your Sex ; and /mooth as Beauty 5 Face. 


 Dawbridge-court BELcntpR. 


An Engliſh-man, \who hv'd in the Reign of 
King'Zames the Firit, but one, whowgs an In- 
habitant of the Town of Utrecht inte Low 
Countries ; at the time of his writing an In- 


 ter[vde, called ZJans Reer-pot, his invifible Co- 


medy of See me, and ſee me not ; ated by an 
honeft Company of Health-Drinkers, printed 
1n-quarto, Zoxd.1618. and dedicated to the Ho- 
nourable Sr. John"Ogle, Colonel of our Engliſh 
Regiment of Foot,under the Lords, the Eſtates 
General-of the United Provinces, and Lord 
Governor of the Town and Gariſon of Urreich?. 
<This Piece (*) 1s neither Comedy nor Tra- 
«oedy, as wanting Firſt the. juſt number of 
© Speakers; Secondly, thoſe” Parts or Afts 2t 
£fhould have, which ſhould be at the leaſt Frve; 


' <bur x-plain Conference of ſo-many: Perſons, 


<couliſting of Three Aſs, and no more. 
- Richard BERNaRD. , 
This Perſon flouriſh'd at Zpworth rin Lin- 
coln-ſhjire, 19 the time of Queen Z/:2abeth, and 
" Gb) Sev Epittk Dedicacory, - OTE OT T9008 


was 
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was/(as I ſuppoſe) rhe firſt Tranſlator of Te. 
rence's Comedies entire : which tho' not ſo well 
tranſlated into Engliſh, -as into French, by the 
famous Abbot de Yillelom,Monlicur deMaroltes, 
or by Monſiear de Martignac ; yet certainly it 
1s-paſlable for the time in which he liv'd. Be- 
lides the bare Tranſlation of the whole Six 
Comedies, vis. Andrea, Adelphi, fc. he has - 
taken notice ineach Scene of the moſt remark- 
able torms of Speech, Theſes, and-moral Sen- 
rtences, 1n imitation poſſibly of an old French 
Tranſlation, printed at Parris in oftavo, 1574. 
This Verſion 1s printed with the' Latine, 4% 
Cambridge 1598. and. dedicated to Mr. Chrifts 
 pher Wray, Sonand Herr to Sr. H2hiam Hiray, 

and his £07 wan Having given this ſhort ac-/ 

count of the Tranflator and his Work, give 
me leaveto ſpeak ſomewhat of the Author. 

» Publius T erentines, was a Native of Carthage; 
bur-being taken Priſoner, when he: was'very 
young he was ſent to Rome.,.He was brought 
upin Laterature, and all good Education, b 
his Patron 7 erentzues Seneca , and: afterwards 
freed by him, on account of his Wit, and good 
Meen.. He luckily found the beſt way of wri- 
ting Comedy, and he left ſome Pzeces in that 
kind, that few Perſons have been able to 1m1- , 
tate. He was 10 great Eſteem, not only with 
the Peopte in general, by teaſon of his Dra- - 
matick Performances; but particularly belov'd 
and cheriſh'd by Men of the belt Quality, as 
Publius Scipio, Lalins, and others. His purity 
of Stile,” was ſo conſpicuous, that his'Adver- 
faries ras perſwade. the: People, 


that 


A R 
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26 An Account of the | 
that he was afliſted in his Plays by great Men, 
which he handſomely takes. notice of, in his 
Prologue to the Ade/phi. 
Nam quod illi dicunt malevoli, homines nobiles 
Eum adjutare, eque una [cribere ; 
ill; maledifFum vehemens . mers ers; 
laude hic ducit maxums ; cum ills placet, 
Nat vobts unver ſis, placent , 
uorum opera in be Poe de negotio, | 
Suo quiſque t e uſus eſt /ine :A. 
- "PR Lig ele Comedies = 2m 
from the Greeks, the Four firit from the Co- 
medies of Menander; and the Two laſt from 
Hodorus. - He was beholding to Menander 
Iikew1ſe, for ſome other Comedies, which in 
his Rerurn from Greece, by Sea, were loſt with 
himſelf: in the Year of Rome, 595, and the ſe- 
cond your of the 155 =o On Some ſay 
that Diced in Arcadia; 


ut the former Ac-- 
count 15 confirm'd by Yokatinus, in the follow- 
—_— hopule edidiz Come, 
Sed ut Afer ſex art Commadias 
priy Ppt rlcgroteg nauim cum ſemel' 
Conſcendit, viſus nunquam eft, /ic vita vacat. 
Conſult further Crimitus de Poetts | Latints. 
Scaliger in Poetic. Lilius Gyraldus Hult. Poet. 
Yoffuus de Poetis Latinis, &c. | 


i Mrs. Frances BooTtaRY.. 


The Authreſs of a Play called Marcela, or 
The Treacherous Friend, a Gg-Comedy acted 
at the Theatre-Royal, by His Majeſties Ser- 
vants, printed.in quarto, Zord. 1670. and dedi- 
cated to the Honourable, and moſt A _ 
420 
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_ Yate, of Harumpgton in Worceſter-ſhire < 
3o-whom ſhe was related. - 


Roger BoYLg, Earl of Orrery. 
An Iriſh Nobleman, whoſe Abilities 1n'Arts 


and Arms, have render'd him better known to 
this Nation, than =_y Character I can give 
him, ſo that I may juſtly ſay of hun with Ma- 
dam Phillips; ('Y © Se 
Gf him 7 cannot which is hardeſt tell, - 
wor to _ him,-or to praiſe him well. 

However I mult obſerve, that he 1s not only 
a Poet himſelf, but a Patron of Poets likewiſe, 
as Mr. Dryden, and Mr. Crown muſt acknow- 
ledge : ſo that methinks his Lordſhip's Repu- 
ration, joyn'd withithe Earl of Roſcomon's,might 
be ſufheient to arrone tor their Country's Cha- 
racer in point of Wit." 'He has: publiſht Four 
_— in'Heroick Verſe; wherein not only the 
true Engliſh Courage. is delineated to the Lite: 
but likewiſe the very Infidels and Barbarians, 
are taught by his Pen,:not only Humanity, bur 
the Higheſt Morality/and. Virtue. Buthis Wit 
is as far above my Abilities to deſcribe, as to 
imitate; and therefore 1 ſhall haſten to give an 
Account of his Plays, viz. ' | 

Black Prmce, a Tragedy,atted at the Theatre 
Royal, printed at Zond. folio, 1672. | Tho' this 
Play in the Title-page-be call'd a Trageay, yet 
it ends ſucceſsfully-: and therefore I preſume 
wag rather ſhiled 10 by. the Author, from the 
Quality and Grandeur of the Perſons:1n the: 
Dramma, than from any unfortunate Cataſtro- 
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23 An Account of the, 

phe. For the foundation of this Play, as far 
as it concerns Hiſtory confule #a//ingham Hi: 
ftoria Angle. Florentit Monach. Wigornienſis 
Chronicon.Pol Yergilii Hiſtoria Anglia. Froy/ard 
Croniques de France, oy d Angleterre. Du 
Cheſne, Spprd,>and other Engliſh Hiſtorians in 
_ Reigh of Zdward —_— Royal Hide 

| a Tragedy ated by his Royal Hi 

neſs the Duke 6 rn w's ov. Sway and printed 


in folio, Lond. 1672. Of this Uſurper you have 


an account in Maccabees bib. rt. Sce beſides Jo- 
Sephus bh. 13. Appian de Bellis Syriacts &Cc. 
heſe two Plays are printed together. 
Henry the Fifth, a Hiſtory, acted at his High- 
nefs the Duke of Zork's 'Theatre, printed 1n 
folio, Lond. 1677. Forthe:Plotſce the Chro- 
nicles of England in the Reign of that King 
fuch as Walhan: Polydore Yergil, Holling- 
ſhead, Speed, &c. and the French Chronicles an 
_ Reign -m_ King ms ge as Les 
ongues a Engnerran relet. Fear 
des Ur/ms, L' Hiſtoire de Charles VT. 
#. de  Belleforeft, L' Hiflorre de neuf Roys 
Charles de France, Mezerap, _ ; 
Mauftapha Son of Solyinan t rficent,. a 
Treat atied Lhe Dukes Fans myocytes 
_ 2n folio, Loud. 1677. See Paulus Fovins lib. 4.0. 
Thuanas lib. 12, Tho. Artus la Continuation de 
P Hiſtoire des Turcs. Knolles's Turkiſh Hiſtory. 
Belides theſe Plays, there is a Comedy. lately 
publifhr, tho' writ as I ſuppoſe ſome years ago, 
under the Title of inf by 
Mr. Anthony, a Comedy ated by Their Ma- 
xklties Seryants, andprinted 1a quarts, Lone . 
| .1690. 
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1690. This Play I believe was aRed formerly, 
at the Dukes Theatre in Limcoſns-Inn-Fields, 
becauſe I find Mr. Angel, and Mrs. perr, Fu 
_ the Aftors Names, who if I mil 
not, have been dead ſome years. The Prologue 
to this Play, -is the ſame with-that of 7he Fool 
turn'd Critich : but whether 1t be borrow'd, or 
genuine, Iknow not. .. 

Beſides theſe Plays our Author has writ a 
Romance, called Partheni/as ; which yields not 
either in Beauty, Language, or Delign to the 
Works of the famous Scudery, or Caipranedt, 
however Eminent may be amongſt the 
French, for Pieces of this Nature: and what 
Mr. Davis of Kidwelly ſays of Scarron's' Co- 
mical Romance, may with more Juſtice be a 
plied to our [illuſtrious Author, and this Wor 

&) -'Tis a thouſand pities, That the Author | 
© (prevented by death) hath left the Work 
© 1mperfe&; fo that we are, and ever ſhall be. 
' *ata loſs, tro know, whar period he might bring 
 ©fo many noble Adventures to. He has writ- 
ten a Treatiſe in Folio, calt'd 7 he Art of War. 
I have been told, it has been commended by 
many expert Captains, for the beſt Piece ex- 
rant in Engliſh: but this I muſt leave to the 
judgment of others, more experienced 1n the 
Art Military. | 7 

I know not where,or when,our Noble Author 
Died : but thoſe who would view his Charafter 
more at large, muſt read Sr. #i/ham Davenant's 
' Poem to his T.ordſhip,(1) which will make them 
regret the Loſs of fo grear a Man. ER 
 (k) Pref. to Scarron's Novels, (1) a... + 
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Samuel BRanDox. 
This Author liv'd in the later part of Queen 


' Elizabeths Reign, and publiſht a Play called 


The Trazi-Comeay of the Yirtuous Oftavia, ne- 
ver ated, but printed 129. Lond. 1598. and 
dedicated by a Copy of Verſes, to the Right 
Honourable, and truly Vartuous Lady, the 
Lady Lucia Audelay : accompanied with two 
other Copies in commendation of the Play. It 
is writ 1n alternate Verſe, with a Chorus at 
the end of each At. For the Ground of this 
Play read Suctonins's Life of Auguſtus. Plu- 
tarch's Lite of M. Anthony. Dion. Caſſms, &c. 
At the End of this Play are printed two Epi- 
{tes between OFava, andher Husband ..,Ar- 
thony, 1n imitation of Ovid's Stile, but writ in 
| long Alexanarins. They are dedicated to the 

Honourable, Virtuous and Excellent Mrs. Mary 
Thin. The Author had that good Opinion of 


bis Play, that beſides his Proſopopera al 40 


at the beginning of his Book, he has conclu: 
with this Italian Sentence. 


L' agua non temo de Þ eterno oblio. 


Anthony BREwers. 


A Writer 1n the Reign of King Charles the 
Firſt, ro whom 1s aſcribd by Mr. A7rkman,two 
Plays , viz. 7 he Country Girl, and The Love-/ick 
Ag : tho' I queſtion whether the former be- 
long to kim, 1t being aſcrib'd to T. F. inthe 
Tle-page. However Iam ſure Mr.#7nftanley,, 


15 much miſtaken in the Account that he giyes- 


of 
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of.our- Author, (*) ©That he was One whoin 
* his time contributed much towards'the Eng. 


© liſh Stage by his Dramatick Wri eſpect- 
*ally, in ri noted One of his call gh 8 : 
for neither was that Play writ by him, nor 
Leue's Loadfione, Landagartha, or Love's Do- 
mnion, as he and Mr. Phillips affirm: Landa- 
gartha being writ by Henry Burnel Eſq, and 


| Love's Dewey by Flecknoe. But 1 ſhall pro- 


ceed to give an Atcount of thoſe Plays, which 
are aſcrib'd to him by Mr. Airkman, who was 
better vers'd in Writings of this Nature. 
Conntry Girl, a Comedy often afted with 
much applauſe, and printed in quarto, Lond. 
1647. This Play has been reviv'd on the Stage 
under the Title of Country /nnacence, or T, 
CR turn'd I I, | CABFY? 
Love-fick Ang, an 1{h Tragical Hiſtory, 
with the Life and Death of Corceſiumcdl the 
fair Nun of #7nchefter, printed in quarto, Loud. 
1655. Thais Play was likewiſe reyiv'd by the 
Acors of the King's Houſe in the Year 168c. 
and ated by the Name of the Perjw'd Nan. 
The Hiſtorical part of the Plot is founded on 
the Invaſion of the Dares, 1n the Reign of K. 
Ethetred, and - 5 which the Author calls 
Etheldred and Alured. See the Writers of Eng. . 
hſh x ac as Tp tl 9g ons” Weſt. 
erienſ. Gul. Malmſburienſts, Tngulfus, Ra- 
——_ Fiigden, Du Cheſne, Speed, &c. 


Alexander BRoMs. 


This Author flouriſht in the Reign of King 
" (m) Lives of the Pos: + 114+ bo * 
Char les 
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An Account of -the 
Charles the Martyr, 'and' was an Attorney” in 
the Lord Mayor's Court. "He was Eminent in 
the* worſt of 'Times for Law, and Loyalty, and 
tmore for Poetry. Though his Genius: led 
Lim rather to Lyrick than Dramatick Poetry, 
yet we have One Play of his extant, vis. -' 
® Curing Lovers, a Comedy, afted with great 
applauſe, by' Their Majeſties Servants at the 


private Houſe in Drirp-laneprintedin quarto, 
Lond. 1654. Part of the Plotis borrow d; as 
' - the Duke of Mantua's ſhutting up his' Daugh- 


ter in the Tower,and his being deceiv'd by her, 
and*Prince Proſpero, is taken from a"Story 
inthe Old Book of the Seven Wiſe Maſters, but 
which the Reader may find better related in 


the Fortunate Decerv'djand Unfortunate Lovers: 
in the Fifth Novel of the Decerv'd Lovers. | 


Although our Author, has himfelf made but 
one Artempt in this apr = weare indebted 
to him for two Volumes of 


*rwas by his Care, thatafter the Authot's Death 
they were preſerv'd and pabliſht. © On whic 
account Qne T.S. (") amongſt other Commen. 
dations given our Author in Verle, fays thus; 
Nor can 7 tell to whom wwe are more | 
Or to Brome's W1t,or You that have - 4 pe 
Our Poet is chiefly famous for his Odes,and 
Dithyrambs, which he -compos'd during'the 


1»te Troubles, together with his Epiſtles, and 
Epigrams tranſlated from ſeveral Authors, all 


which were printed together at the King's Re- 


_ turn-11 oftayo, and a Second Fdition, Lond. 


' (") Volumethe Seconds » £2714 
I664. 
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Ar. Richard Brome's 
' Plays in oftavo, eſpecially One of them, ſince 
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1664. | Nor was he leſs eminent for his Verſion 
of Horace ;\'which tho not: wholly \his'own, 
yet having Noyes from the Stores 
obSr. Richard Fanſhaw, -Dr: Holliday, Sr. Tho. 
Hawkms, the Ingenious' Mr. Cowley, the Ad- 
mirable Zen Fohn/on, from which great Maſter, 
he borrow'd the Verhon of the laſt Epiſtle, De 
Arte Poetica, to crown the relt (tho' 1t is ſince 
left out for-a new Tranſlation, done by S. P. 
Eſq; which 1 take to be: Samuel Pordgge) he 
has gain'd to hamfelf a Reputation, which will 
not ſpeedily decay : tho' the late Verſion of Mr. 
Creech, ſeems ſomewhar'to" obſcure its Luſtre. 
I cannot but inform the Reader, that he had 
once an Intention to tranſlate Zacretins ; (® as 


TI learn* from an Epigram writ by Sr. Mor 


Cockain ; but this | Work notwithſtand- 
ing what he deſign'd, and Mr. Zvelyn perform'd, 
was reſery'd for the management of a nobler 
Pen, that of the much Admired Mr. Creeth. 


Richard BroMe. 


This Author liv'd in the Reign of K. Charks 
the Firſt, and tho' of mean ExtraQtion (being 


| Servant to the fam'd Ber Johnſon) Writ him- 


ſelf into much credit. His Subjed for the moſt 
part was Comedy, according to the uſual Motto 
out of Martial, which he placed before moſt of 
his Plays. 
Hic totus wolo rideat LibeRus.- 

As to his worth -1n Comick Writing, it 1s 
not only aflerted by the Teſtimony of teveral 
Poets of that Age, in their commendatory , 


(2) Cockain's. Pocms, p. 254+ | 
| Ver- 
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Verſes/ before many” of his 'Plays,' as Shir/, 
Decker," Fordz "Chamberlain, 'Sr. Afton Odekers, 


Alexander Brome, avid others: but even Zen 
 Zobuſon himſelt (whlio was not over-laviſh of 
of Praife)  beltowed'the following Copy on his 
Northern Laſs, which will weigh againſt all 
the Calumnies of -his Enemies. - 


To my Faithful Servant, and (by his continu'd 
_ - Vartue) my Loving- Friend the Author of 
. this Work, Mr. Ryrhard Brome. 


I had you for a Seryant, once, Dick Brome ; 
And you perform'd a Seruants faithful parts, 
Wow S& af mto a nearer foes | 
| elowſhip, profe//ong my old Arts. 
. Yhith you have jubtly gain'd from the Stage, 
By obſervation of thiſe Comick Laws | 
Which 7, your Maſter, firſt did teach the Age. 
Tou learnt it 4cell, and for it ſerv'd yaur time 
A Prentice-ſhip, which few do now a days : 
Now -each Conrt Hobbihorſe will wince in Rime ; 
Both karned, and unlearned, all write Plays. 
Tt was nat fo, of Old: Mei tork up Trades 
T hat knew theCrafts they had bin bred m right; 
At hone buf 1194p m—_ _- good 7 ans 
* Ana the Phyſitian teach men = 
The Cobler Wes him to his Aul ; nope 
Felt be a Poet, ſcarce can guide a Plow. 


Tho" the later part of this Copy be an imita- 


tion oof the following Lines of Hbrace, yetTI 
doubr not'but the Reader w1ll pardon Yew for 


his ingemious Application. Af 
F701 de 
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- Dramtick Poets. J5 
Fhratii Epiſtolarum, Lib. 2. Epiſt. r, 

avem agere ignarus navis trmet:abrotonum eero 

on audet ni/t qui didicit dare. OY Medicori eſt 
Promittunt Medici : traffant fabilia fabri. 
Scrubimus indottt doftique Poemata paſſim. 


In 1mitation of his Maſter Mr. Zohnſor, he 
ſtudied Men and Humor, more than Books; 
and his Genius affefting Comedy, his Province 
was more Obſervation than Study. His Plots 
were his own, and he forg'd all his various 
CharaQters from the Mint of his own Experi- 
ence, and Judgment. *T1s not therefore to be 
expected, thar I ſhould be able to trace him, 
who was ſo excellent an Imitator of his Maſter, 
that he might truly paſs for an Original: fo 
that all that I can inform my Reader of his 
Plays, is that he has Fifzeen in print, moſt of 
which were ated with good A plauſe, and 
that ſeveral of them have been thought wor- 
thy to be- revived by the Players, (to their 
_ own Profit, and the Author's Honor) in this 
Critical. Age. Nor are ſeveral of his other 
Playslefs worthy of Commendation : of which 
Alphaberically. 

Antipodes, a Comedy add in the year 1638. 
by the Queen's Majeſties Servants, at Sa/z/bury 

ourt 1n- Fleeiſtreet, printed in quarto 1640. 
and dedicated to the Right Honourable #7 
liam Earl of Hertford. 

City Wit, or The Woman wears the Breeches, 
a Comedy printed 1n oftavo Lond. 1653. 

Covent-Garden weeded, or The Modakeſes 
Juſtice of Peace, printed in oftayo Lond. 1 _ 

G 2 onrt 


Is 


36 An Account of the 

Court Beggar, a Comedy ated at the Cork-pie 
by His Majeſties Servants, Arno 1632. and 
printed 1n oftavo, Lond. 1653. | 

Damoiſelte, or The New Ordinary, a Comedy 
printed unottavo Lond. 1653, 

Englifh Moor, or The Mock Marriage, a Co- 
medy often acted with general applauſe,by her 
Majeſties Servants,printed in oftavo Low.16s 9. 

Fovial Crew, or The Merry Beggars, a Co- 
medy preſented at the Cock-pit in Drury-lane, 
In the year 1641, printed in quarto Lond.165 2. 
and dedicated to the Right Noble, Ingenious 
and Judicious Gentleman T homas Stanley Eſq; 
This Play was reviv'd by the AQors at the 
Duke's Theatre, and reprinted 1686. 
Love-fick Court, or The Ambitious Politick,, 
a Comedy printed 1n oftavo Lond. 1658, What 
Opinion the Author himſelf had of- this Co- 
medy may be gathered by the followingDiſtick, 
prefixt 1n his Title-page. | | 

Nil mea, cen mos eft, comendes carmina curo, 
Se nift comendent carmina diſpereant. 

Mad Conple well Matcht ; a Comedy printed 
in octavo Lond. 1653. This Play was reviv'd 
on the Stage by the Duke's AQors, under the 
Title of The Debauchee, or The Credulous 
Cuckold ; and reprinted in quarto Lond. 1677. 

New Academy, or The New Exchange, a Co- 
medy printed in oftavo Lond. 1658. 

Arthern Laſs, a Comedy ated with great 
Applauſe at the Theatre Royal, by His Maje- 
ſties Servants, printed 1n quarto Lord. 1663. 
and dedicated to the Right Worthy, and no 
leſs Judicious than Ingemous Gentleman = 

06+ 


Dr amatick Poets. 37 
#Tolford Eſquire. This Play is commended not 
only by the above-mentioned Fer Zobnſon, but 
by Five other Copies of Verſes printed before 
the Play. This Play was reviv'd by the Play- 
ers, ſince the Union of thesT'wo Houſes, and 
reprinted in quarto Lord. 1684. with a new 
Prologue and Epilogue, the former written 
by Ze. Haynes the Comedian. | 
Novella, a Comedy ated at the Plack-friars, 
by His Majelties Servants Arms 1632. and prin-_ 


ted in oftavo Lond. 1653. This 1 take to ex- 


ceed many of our modern Comedies. 

Aueen and Concubine, a Comedy printed in 
octavo Lond. 1659. | 

” Exchange,-a Comedy ated with ge- 
neral applauſe at the Z/ac&;Fryars, by His Ma- 
jc{ties Servants, and printed 1n quarto 1657. 

Sparagus Garden, a Comedy acted in the year 
I635. by the then Company of Revels, at S- 
isbury-Court, printed in quarto Lond. 1640. 
and dedicated to the Right Honourable #7 
ham Earl of Newcaſtle, &c. Governor to the 


Prince his Highneſs. This Comedy is applauded 


by Two Copies of Verſes writ by two of the 
Author's Friends. | 

He joyn'd with Thomas Heywood, tn a Play 
called 7 he late Lancaſhire Witches : an Account 
of which ſee in that Author. - 

Ten of theſe Plays are printed in rwo Vo- 
lumes in oQtavo, each under the Title of Five 
New Plays by Richard Brome. 

Mr. Phillips,(?) I know not for what Reaſ6n, 


has omitted ſeyeral of our Authors Plays, v4s. 


" 6) Theatrum Pottarymsy: p18. 157, 
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Damoyſelle , New Academy, Queeen and Con. 


cubine , Queen's Exchange, and Lancaſhire 
Witches. pv 


Fulk Grevile Lord Brook. 


This Honourable Perſon-was Son to Sr:Fult 
Grevile the Elder, of Beauchamp-Court in War- 
wick-ſhire; and after having | been Educated 
1ome tume at Cambridge, he removed to Court 
in the Reign of Cn Elizabeth : and in the 
Seventeenth year of King James the Farlt, he 
was made a Baron. He was eminently Famous 
tor Learning and Courage. He was bred up 
with the Fam'd Sr. Phihp Sidney, and in his 
youth writ ſeveral Poems of different Kinds, 


amonglt which are two Dramatick Pieces, viz. 


Alaham, a Tragedy printed in Folio 1633. 
This Play ſeems an Imitation of the Ancients. 


The Prologue 1s ſpoken by a Ghoſt, one of the * 


Old Kings of ©7145, (antifland Scituate at the 
Entrance of the Perfian Gult) where the Scene 
of the Dramma lies. This Spe&tre: gives an 
Account of cach Charatter; which 3s poſlibly 
done in Imitation of Zaripides, who uſually 
introduced one of the chief Afors, as the Pro- 
logue : whoſe buſineſs was to explain all thoſe 
Circumſtances which preceded the opening of 
the Stage. The Author has been ſo'caretul in 


obſerving the Rules of Ariſtotle and Fforace, 


that whereas Zorace (4) ſays 
-----M&C guarta log perſona laboret. 
He has in no Scene throughout introduc'd a- 


bove two Speakers ; except in the Chorus be. F 


(4) De Arte Pociica. 
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Dramatich Poets. 39 
tween cach. Aft: andeven there he'obſerves 
all the Rules laid down (by-that great Maſter, 
. 1n the Artof Poetry, part of whole Directions 
to the Chorus are as follows: (*) 0 
1lle dapes laudet & brevis © ile ſalubrem 
Fuſlitiam,legeſgue; op apertts otia Portis, 
For, the Plot of this "Tragedy I know not 
whence, 1t 1s- taken, neither can I find. the 
Name of any ſuch King as A/aham, amongſt 
thoſe Princes that Reigned there, which are 
enumerated by Mr. Herbert (f) in his Account 
of Ormus. If p54 | 
Multapha, a Tragedy pate in Folio 1633, 
What I have ſpoken of the former, may be ap- 
plied to-thas play likewiſe, as to the Rules of 
the Ancients: fince both ſeem to: be built on 
their Model; AIll I have to fay further is, that 
an. imperfect Copy of this Play appar in 
print , in, quarto Lond.-1609.: tho! I tuppoſe 
without has. Lordſhip's Knowledge, ſince it 
may rather be {tiled a Drggneny than a Tra» 
gedy. But. thoſe  Imperfettions: are amended 
1n the. Folio Edition, OI I TP : 
As to the Foundation of the- Play, 'tis the 
ſame with-that of, my Lord Orrery's Tragedy: 
therefore I'tefer.you to the ſame Authors, vs. 
Paulus Jovins, Thuanus, &c. | 
Both theſe Plays are printed tggether. in 
Folio Lond. 1673. with Gr other Poems, 
as A Treatiſe of Humane Learning. An [nqui- 
ſition-upon Fame .and Honour. A T1 ab, of 
8. Pars.” All theſe are written in a Stanza of S1x: 
* Lines; four interwoven, and a © Couplet 9n 
(r) De Arte Poetica, (1) Sce his Travels, third Edits P-114- 
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4 An Hicoint of the 
Baſe ; which the /Ya/rans call Seftme. Clica 
contaiming One Hundred and Nine Sonnets of 
different Meaſures, on'different Subje&s. There 
are in this Volume two'Lerters, the One to an 
. Honourable Lady the Subje&'of « which 15, 
how to behaye her ſelf 'in a Married State : 
The other written to his Coſen Grevil Yarney 
then in France; containing DireEions for 
Travel. wee: | | We 
. His Lordſhip has other Pieces aſcribed. to- 
him, beſides theſe publiſht under his Name; as 
the Life of his Friend and Companion, Sir 
Philip Sidney, printedat the beginning of the 
Arcadia, under the name of q12:-9gairwes. His 
Remains, or Poems of Monarchy and Religion, 
printed in oftavo Lond. 1670. and other Pieces 
which becauſe of their uncertainty T omit. 
Only, I cannot paſs by a Miſtake committed by 
. Mr. Phillips, and Mr. Winſftanlty ; who aſcribe 
another Play to him called Marcus Tullus 
Cicero's Tragedy. This Play was not written, © 
at leaſt nor printed, as I ſuppoſe, tilllong after 
his Lordſhips Death, who was unhappily k1ll'd 
by an ungrateful Servant, who afterwards to 
avoid the Sentence of the Law, made his own 
Hand the Executioner of Juſtice,making Death 
his Choice, which ſhould have been. his Pun- 
1ſhment. \ ls 
©This Worthy Nobleman 11ies Buried (as Dr. 
© Fuller (*) ſays) in Farwick Church, under 
*a Monument of black and white Marble, 
©whereon he is ſtiled, Servant fo Queen Eliza- 
beth, Councellor to King James, and Friend to 
(5) Worthics, Harwick-[hire, page 127+ | p | 
| T, 
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Sr. Philip Sidney : Dying Aung 16---- withcot / 
Iflue and unmarried. Thoſe who would read 


his CharaQter more at large, may have recourſe 
to that excellent Author above-mentioned. 


Henry BuRKHEAD. 


This Author liv'd in the Reign of K.Char/es 
the Martyr, being a Merchant in Zri/to/, He 
writ 2 Play in the year 1645. called Co/a's 
Furie, or Lirenada's Miſery, a Tragedy,, dedi- 
cated to the Right Honourable Zawward Somer- 
ſet, Lord Herbert. The Subjet of this Play, 
1s the 7riſh Rebellion, which broke out the 
twenty-third day of OfZober 1641. "Tis couch'd 
under feign'd Names ; as O/rus for the late 
Duke of Ormond, Beroſus, tor Sr. John FHor- 
lace, gc. the other Characters are eaſily. dif- 
covered by reading Sr.-Jobn Temple's Hiſtory 
of the 7r:ſh Rebel/hon, printed Lond. 1646. and 
Sr:' John Sorlace his Hiſtory on the ſame Sub- 
Je&, Folo Lond. 16---, This Play was never 
acted, but introduc'd into the:world by two Re- 
commendatory Copies of Verſes, written by 
his Friends : borh which may ſeem to the 
Reader, to- be too partial in their Judgments ; 
as may be judg'd by the following Lines,which 
are part oh Copy writ by Mr. Paul Aphear . 


What tho' of Terence, Seneca, we hear, 
And other modern Scenicks, im our Sphere ; 
Ton 7 prefer. Johnſon for aft his Wit. 
Conld never paint ont T mes as you have hit 


T he 


42 F An Account of the 
. The Manners. 00 eſte: The Fame declines 
Of ne're enough prais' Shakeſpear # thy limes 
Come to be pubhiſht - Beaurs* & Fletcher's ſ#1/7 
Submits to yours, and your more learned Sul, 


Henry BurxNeL, E/q; 

This Gentleman liv'd in Z7re/and in the 
Reign of King Charles the Firlt. He writ a 
Play called Zandgartha, a Tragi-Comedy, pre- 
ſented in the New Theatre in Dublin, with 
- good applauſe, being an ancient Story, printed 
1n quarto, Dublin 1641. and dedicated To alt 
Fair, indifferent Farr, Ymrtuous that are. not 
Fair, and magnanimous Ladies. 'Thas Play is 
uſher'd into the world with Four Copies. of 
Verſes, three Latine and one Engliſh, but be- 
ing guilty of the ſame partiality with the for- 
mer, TI ſhall omit to inſert any. The Play it 
felt was firſt ated on St. Patric#'s-day 1639, 
with allowance of the Maſter of the Revels. 
_ The Author it ſeems, miſcarried in a. former 
Play, and therefore 'in imitation of Zen Fohn- 
ſon (*) (whom he ſliles The Beſt of Enghſh 
Poets) he has introduc'd his Play, by a. Pro- 
logue ſpoken by an Ana20%,with a Battle-Axin 
her Hand ; which ſucceeded to the Anthor's 
ſatisfation. The Plot is founded on the Con- 
queſt of Fro, (which the Author calls Fro/s) 
King of Suevia,or — Regner (or as the 
Author calls him Reyzer) King of Denmark : 
with the Repudiation of Zandgertha Queen to 
Regner. See Krantzins, lib. 4. c. 6. Saxo Gram- 


maticus,lib.g. Jo. Magnus, lib. 17. c. 4,5. cf 


—_—____— 


(u) S86 Prologue ro Poetaffer, 
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Lady Elizabeth Carew. 


A Lady that flouriſht in the Reign, of Qu: 
Elizabeth, of whom Iam able togive no 
other Accounty than what I colle& from the 
Title-page of a Play, call d Mariam the Fair 
Queen of Ferory, her Tragedy, written (fays 
the Publiſher) by that Learned, Virtuous, and 
truly Noble Lady, Elzabeth Carew, and prin- 
ted 1n Juatyo Lond. 1613. The Play 1s writ 
1n the fame meaſure of Verſe, with the Tra- 
gedies of the Earl of Serine, 125. in Alter- 
nate Verſe, and the Chorus 1s writ in Settines, 
or a Stanza of Six Lines, four interwoven and 
a Couplet in Baſe.. For the Play it (elf, it is 
very. well Pen'd, conſidering thoſe Times, and 
the Lady's Sex: I leave it to the Readers to 
compareit with that modern Tragedy of Ferod 
and Mariamne. Her Story 15g/written at large 
in Jaſcphur his Hiſtory of rife Jews. See /b.14. 
and is5. Salian. Tom. 6.. A.M. 4012. &c. Torniel. 
Tom. 2. A. M. 4.026. 


Thomas CaRew. 


A Courtier much in Favour with K. Charles 
the Firſt, being One of the Gentlemen of the 
Privy.Chamber; and Sewer 1n Ordinary. He 
was the Author of a Maſque call'd Cz/um Þri- 
tanicum ; which was performed at Hþzre-hall, 
in the Banqueting-houſe on O_"_ wy 
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44 An Account of the 
Night, the Eighteenth of February 1633. by 
_ the King's Majeſty, the Duke of Zenox, the 

Earls of Devonſhire, Holland, Newport , &c. 
with ſeveral other Lords and Noblemen's Sons. 
He was aſſiſted in the contrivance by Mr. /njg9 
Fones, that Famous Architc& ; and all the Songs 
were ſet by Mr. Henry Lawes, Gentleman of 
the King's Chappel, and one of the private 
Muſick to King Charles the Firſt. Tt being 
written by the King's expreſs Command, our 
Author placed this Diſtick in the Front, when 
printed. 


Non habet Tugenium; Ceſar ſed juſſit : habebo; 
Cur me poſſe negem, poſſe quod ille putat. 

He writ beſides, ſeveral Poems, Songs, and 
Sonnets which are received with good E- 
{teem by the Wits of this Age, and are printed 
with the foregoing Maſque. Theſe Poems 
have been ſeveral times Reprinted, the Fourth 
Edition being printed in oCtavo Lond. 1670. 
This Maſque is not mentioned by either Mr. 
Philips, or Mr. Winſtanley, becauſe it was for- 
merly,through a miltake,aſcrib'd to Sr. #iHiam 
Davenant, | 

Sr. John Suckling, that gay Wit, who de- 
lighted to Railly the beſt Poets, and ſpar'd not 
Ben Johnſon himſelf, has thus play'd upon our 
Author 1n his Se/fons of Poets, (*) 


Tom Carew 4as next, but he had a Fault 

T hat would not well fland with a Laurcat ; 

Hs Muſe was hide-bound,c+ the iſſue of 's brain 

Has ſeldome brought forth but with trouble and 
pain. And 


(3) Poems, pag. 8, U | all 


i 
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 Dramatick Poets. 45 
All that were there preſent did agree, | 
That a Laureat Muſe ſhould be eaſy and free, 
Tet ſure 'twas not that; but 'twas thought that 
Hts Grace, 


Con/ider'd he was well, he had a Cup-bearer's 
Place. 


But this 15 not to be taken for the real Judg- 
ment of that Excellent Poet : and he was too 
good a Judge of Wit to be ignorant of Mr. Ca- 
rew's Worth, and his Talent in Poetry, and 
had he pleas'd he could have ſaid as much in 
his Commendation, as Sr Hlliam D' Avenant 
in thoſe Stapzas writ to him, (*) with part 
of which we ſhall conclude : 


Not but thy Yerſes are as ſmooth and high 
As Chry, , and Wine from Wit can raiſe ; 
But now the Devil take ek Deſtiny | 
What ſhould commend them, turns to their 
aiſpraiſe. 

Thy Wits chief Virtue, 1s become its Vice ; 
Fir every Beauty thou haſt rats'd ſo high, 
T hat now courſe Faces carry ſuch a Price, 

| As muſt undo a Lover that would buy. 


Lodowick CaRLELL, E/q; 
' 'This Gentleman flouriſht in the Reigns of 
King Char/e: the Firſt and Second. He was an 
Ancient Courtier, being- Gentleman of the 
Bows to King Charles the Firſt, Groom of the 
King and Queen's Privy-chamber, and ſerved 
the Queen-Mother many years. His Plays 


(b) See Davenant's Works, 
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46 An Account of the 
(which are Eight in-gumber) were well e- 
{teem'd of, and moſt of them appeared on the 
Stage, atithe Private-houſe in Zlact-friars, not- 
with{tanding the prohibirton of the Stage in 
thoſe days. The Names follow. 

Arviragus and Philicia, a Tragi-Comedy 1n 
two parts, actedat the Private-houſe in Black 
Friars by his Majeſtes Servants, and printed 
in otavo Lond. 1639. This Play was fince re- 
vived on our Stage, a new Prologue being writ 
by Mr. Dryden, and ſpoke by Mr. Far. (*) 
there 1s another Prologue printed in Zondor 
Drollery, pag. 10. Several of our Hiſtorians 
ſpeak'of the Aﬀtions of this Illuſtrious Prince. 
Sec Matth.Weſtmonaſt. A.D. 44. pag. 93. Galf. 
Monumetenſ. lib. 4. c. 16." Pol. Yergil. Ub. 2. 
Grafton. Part 7. p. 77. . Theſe all agree, that 
he Reign'din the time of Claudins Ceſar, but 
Mr. Speed (4) will have it, that hehv'd in\the 
time of- Domitian Ceſar, from Zuvenal (©) who 
introduces Fabritins Yejento a Roman Senator 
fHattering Dom:tian, at the Councel held about 
the 7; urhet, as follows, | | 


Regem aliqnem capies,aut & Temone Britanno 
Excidet Arviragus, 


But 1n this he 1s miſtaken, for Arviragus was 
dead before the Reign of Domitian, fo that the 
Sycophant could not mean that he ſhould over- 
come /71m, but ſome Britiſh or Foreign War- 
r1er, as:{tout as that Aruyragus ſubdued by his 
his Father Feſpa/ian. * res G08 


(c) See Diydes's Miſe, Porn paaB1e (6) Lays 66+ (2) Sits 4 
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- Dr amatick "Poets: 47 
Deſerving Favourite, a"Tragi-Comedy, pre- 
Pon: thr the King and Queen's Maje 1eS 
at White-ball, and very often at the Private 
Houſe in Zlack-Friars, with great Applauſe, by 
King Charles the Fairlt his Servants, printed in 
octavo Lond. 1659. and dedicated to his very 
Noble and Approved Friends Mr. 7 homas Car 
Son to the Earl of Monmonth ; and Mr.Will 
Marrey : both of the Bed-chamber to His 
Majelty. | 

Fool would be a' Favourite, or The Diſcreet 
Lover, often ated by the Queen's Majeſties 
Servants with great applauſe, and printed 1n 
otavo Lond. 1657. 

Ofmond the Great Turk, otherwiſe called 
The Noble Servant his Tragedy : afted by the 
Queens Servants with great applauſe,and prin- 
red with the former, oftavo Lond 1657. The 
A&on'of this Play, 1s the takingof Conflante- 
ople, in the year 1453. I know not why the 
Author has alter'd his Scene, from Greece, to 
Barbary ; or the Names of Mahomet, and 7rene, 
for Melebofs, and bp : EXCept 1n 1mita- 
tion of Feaumont, and Fletcher, who have 
transfer'd the Names of Rollo, and Ofto, on 
Antoninus and Geta, and degraded thoſe Em- 
perors of Rome, by Creating them Dukes of 
Normandy. Many Authors have treated of 
this Story, in the Lile of Mahomet the Second, 
conſult Chalcocondylus lib. 8. cap. 6. Anohies's 
Turkiſh Hiftory. This Story 15 likewiſe in Ban- 
dello's Nmels ; ſee the French 'Tranflation by 
BelleforeFF, Tome 1. Hift. 2. See Painter's Pa- 
lace of Pleaſure, a Book of Noyels, printedin 


quarto, 
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43 An Account of the 
quarto Lond. 1566. Nov. 40. For the Under- 


plot of Orcanes, Caltbeus, and Ozaca, 'tis found- | 


ed on the Story of «Muflepha, Son to Haho- 
met the Fake Achmet Bale and his Wite. 
See Lipſia Monita. I1b. 2. cap. 9. pag. 12y-. 
Artus le Contin. de I Fife. des Tarcs, L. 11. 
Knolles, &Cc. | 
Paſſwnate Lover , a Coney. 28 two 
parts, twice preſented before the 
Queen's Majetties at Somerſet-houſe, and very 


_ often at the Private-houle 1n #lack-friars, 


with great applaule,by King Charles the Firit's 
Servants, printed in oftavo Lond. 1655, and 
Dedicated to the Illuftrious Princeſs «Mar 
Dutcheſs of Richmond, and Lenox, by the Pub- 
Liſher Mr. Alexander Goughe. On this Play the 
1ngemous Alexander Brome has writ a Copy 
of Verſes, which ſcem to reflef on the Cha- 
racter of the Paſſwonate Lover, and may be 
found by the Curious,in his Poems 89. pag.256. 
Edition the Second. 

Herachus was ny of the Eaft, a Tragedy 
tranſlated from the French of Monſieur P.Cor- 
veille, and printed in quarto Lond. 1664. This 
Play was never acted, tho' intended by the 
Tranſlator for the Stage: but another Tranſla- 
tion formerly delign'd, (after this ſeem'd'to be 
accepted) bcing perfeed was prefer'd by the 
Players, and this not return'd to the Author 
until the very day the other was Acted. But 
notwithſtanding the Preference given to the 


other, certainly this Verſion 1s not contempti-. 


ble; at leaſt if the Author's Reaſons in the 
Prologue make take place : 
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b- z - tb proper {dioms of their own 

0 ig ance m Onrs'is hardly ſhown ; : 
hs bat « Copy ofy, a1 me, he, leſs, 
Great Beauties may be alter by the Dreſs. 


_— given you the Author's Excuſe for 
his Tranſlation, let me give you. his Opinion 
of Tranſlations in general in, the following 
x of 1 ho tranſlate, hope but a Lab 
e who tranſlate, hope but a Labourer's praiſe 
Hho well invent, os ; deſerve the = "*S 
In the defign of this Play, the French Au- 
thor follows ZBaronms's Eccleſiaſtical Annals, 
but does not. (as he himſelf acknowledges in 
his Examen ot this L {triftly follow truthin 
many things. See Le 7 beatre de Corneille, tom. 


3- Fe way conſerve icy pour toute verits Hiſto. 


ique gue Fordre de Is Succeſſion des ears, 
rue Maurice, Phocas, oy recite &c. 
Many are the Hiſtorians that have treated on 
this Story, as Nicephorus bs ot: Eccl. Hiſt. 
Cedrenti Aunal, Zonaras, Baronius, &c. 

Mr.Phillips has omitted Three of theſe Pla ON 
vis. Deſeromg Favourite, Fool would be a Es 
vorrite, and Heraclins : the later is forgot like- 
wiſe by Mr. #inftanly, who has in requital 


-Father'd another Pla {xl a , which belongs 
to Dr. Lodge, vi. and Scylla. 


James Clamnz, 


A young Author now living, who has late- 
] y ubliſht a Play,  call'd The Fortune Hunters, 
wo Fools welt met : 2 Comedy adted by his 
Majeſties Servants, printed in quarto' Zona. 
D 1689, 
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50 An. Account of the 

168g. I know not how it ſucceeded on the 
Stage, but 1f, it be conſider'd as the Firſt Play 
of a young Poet, I think it deſerv'd Applauſe, 
and exceeds. {eyeral Comedies printed in this 
Age. Only I think the Author's, as well as 
Mr. Spruce's Brains were a little Doz d when 
he writ the end of - the Second Ah; where 
he miſtakes young HFealthy's Hand for the 
Handle of the Pump, and the Orange-flower- 
for Pump-water. | 


* Tibat he meant well is all he has to plead; 


Faith then be kind, and let his Play ſucceed, 
And take for once theGood-will, for the Deed. 


Richard CARPENTER. 
The, Author of ph called 7; he -Pragma- 


defeft of my Copy. All that TI can acquaint the 
Reader gk | 


n, and Hy. 
bis bull. 


ticularly Three, of keeping 2 


—_ TT 


printed 1n quarto Lond. 1623. 
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* 'Epdogue co the Play. NIE 


"00 Dr Poets. _— 
William CarTHWRIGHT:” 

A Perſon as Emineat for Loyalty and Learn- 
ing, (his years conſider d). as any this Age hag 
produc'd. Qne, whoſe Character has becn wrut- 
tenby ſeveral Pens ; and therefore has afforded 
me, (who. fetch 'my knowledge from Books, 

more than verbal Information) 'the larger fub- 
ject to:expataate on, ,' | 

The. Place of this Author's Nativity, the 
time, and his Father's Name, / are differently 
repreſented; by thoſe, Authors that have men- 
tion'd-him.. Mr. Z/oyd (f) ſays that he was the 
Son of 7 homas Cartwright of Zurford: 1n Ox- 
ford. fbire, and Born Aug. 16- inthe year 161s, 
Mr. Woed (8) ſays that, he was the Son of #z/- 
liam Carthwright, and Born at Aorihwap,near 
ohpoasy = in Gloucgtyr-frire ,- jn Sept. 1611. 
and Chriltaed the dbifalayet the ſame Month. 
That his. Father had diflipared a fair lohert- 
tance; he:knew nog how;and as has laſt Refuge 
rurn'd Innkeeper: at Frrexpeſter.; This Agcount 
contradicts the Publiſher, of his, Pogms, |w 
ſaysthathe Died, at; Lhiuty. Bur however 

vincertain;the! place and-tune, of. his, By 0D: 
certain.it is,.that he was bred a Jangiaagbol | 

underithe Revercndgnd Leanen Dr: /gbafer - 
and-in' the year 1627 ,was;chole./Srudent, of 
Cri Church Colleg Ore, and plac va 
der the care.of Mr. Tarr: Heook has fave- 
Tal Degiaays 6h Bachcloy BENINER ADs: 
and atterwards{was -cholen:.by-the-Houls: s 
— - 

*. 
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Wa. | Ani Aecount of the 
ProQtor, and admitted as Junior to. Mr. ate 
of dalen College by the Univerſity, the 
Twelfth of _ 1643- and the ſame year, v:z. 
on the 29® of November, he Died of a Malig- 
nant Feaver, which then raign'd, and was that 
year Faral tro' others of his nes, 
as Mr. Maſters of New-College, Mr.' Diggs of 
All-Souls, 'and others both Men of the Gown 
and Sword. He was Buried the firit of Decem- 
ber in the South-7ſle, being lamented not only 
by all good and learned Men, but even by Ma- 
Jelly ir ſelf : the King and Queen having anxt- 
ouſly enquir'd after him all the time of has Sick- 
neſs, and ſhewed themſelves much afflited at 
his Death. On the Ninth of December Mr. 
Maplet of the ſame Houſe, was choſe to ſupply 
his Place the remaining part of the year. 

He was extreamly: remarkable both for his 
outward, and inward Endowments ; his Body 
being as handſome 'as his Soul.” He was an ex- 
pert Linguilt, under{tanding not only Greek 
and Larine, bur French and Italian, as per- 
tealy as his Mother-tohgue. He was 'an ex- 
cellent-Orator, and'yet/ an admirable Poet, a 
Quality which Cicero with all his pains could 
not attain to. Nor was Arifotle lefs known 
_ to him than Cicero and Yirgi/: and thoſe who 
heard his Metaphyſical Lettures, gave him the 
Preference'to all his - Predeceflors, the-preſenc 
Biſhop of Zincoln exceptcd. His Sermons were 
as much admired as his other Compoſures, and 
One'fitly applied 'to-our Author, that Saying 
of Ariftotle concerning AſthronthePort, that 
He could not tell what Aſchron could not do. 
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In'a word he was of ſo/ ſweet a diſpoſition, : 
and fo replete with all Virtues, that -he was 
beloved by all Learned Men that knew h1 
and admired by all Strangers: and to cloſe all _ 
with the Character the Reverend and Pious 
Dr. Fe# (ſometime Biſhop of Oxford) gave of 
him, Carthwright was the” utmoſt Man could 


come 10. 

bl of his Poetry, | there needs noother 
Charatter of it in general, then that the ableſt 
Tudge of Poetry, at that time, I mean Fer 
Fohnſon, ſaid with ſome Paſſion, Jy Son Carth- 
wright writes all like a Mas. 

He writ Four Plays beſides other Poems, 
all which were printed together in oftavo, 
Lond. 1651. accompanied with above Fifty 
Copies of Verſes writ by the moſt eminent 
Wits of the Univerſity, every One being de- 
{irous to appear in the Number of his F _— 
and to give a publick Emo tg the worl 
of the Value they had for his Memory. 

Ordinary, a Comedy: I know not where this 
Play was acted, but- I remember part of the 
ſecond Scene of the firſt AQ, berween the Wi- 
dow Poz-luck, Slicer, amd Fear-ſay, 1s tran- 
Srib'd by the Compoſer of Wits /nterpreter, 
in his Love-Dialogues, under the Title of the 
Old Widow. pag; 81. 

Lady Errant, a Tragi-Comedy, of which I 
can give'no Account where ated, only that 1t 
1s elteem'd by ſome a good Comedy. 

Royal Slave, a'Tragi-Comedy; preſented to 
the King and Queen by the Students of Chriſt 


Church 1n Oxford, Awg. 30. 1636. Preſented 
D 3 lince 
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ſincet6bvth Their Majefties at Hampton-Court 
by the'Kimng's Servants.” This Play gave ſuch ' 


Comtent-/to /Pheir Majeſties,, and the whole 
Court; as-well-for the ftately Scenes, the Rich- 
nefs 'of the” Per/rar: Habits, the excellency of 
the Songs, (which-were ſer by that admirable 
Compoſer; Mr. #enry ZLazes, Servant to his 
Majeſty King Charles the Firſt, 1n his publick 
and private Muſick) as for: the noble Stile of 
the Play it ſelfzanditheireadyAddrefs and grace- 
ful. Carriage of the Actors ( amongſt which 
Dr. Susby, the, tarbois:Maſter of Fe/tminſter 
School approv'd . hatfſelf a Tecond Roſcrus); 
"that they unanimouſly acknowledged that it 
did exceed all things of that Nature which 
they 'hadever ſeem. */The Queen in particular 
fo much admired: it, that in November tol- 


lowmg, ſhe ſent for the Habits and Scenes to 


Hamptom-Court : ſhe being defirous to fee her 
own Servagts repreſent the ſame Play, (whoſe 
profeſſiorw xt was) that ſhe might the better 
| Jags of *the ſeveral Performances, and to 

whom the Preference was due. The Seritence 
was univerſally given by all the SpeQators in 
favour of the Gown ®tho' nothing was" want- 
ing on Mr. Carthwrijzht's fide; to inform tWe 
Players as well as the Scholars, ir what be- 
long'd to the Ation and Delivery of each Part. 
* :S2ege; or Zov's Concert, a Tragi:Comedy ; 
where acted 4 know nor, but 'tis dedicated by 
the Author t> Kmg Charts the Firſt, by-an E- 
ple 'm'Verſe. The Story. of Miſanter, and 
Leucatia, is ounded'on that of Pauſanias and 
' Cleontce, 1n Plutarch's Life \of Cymon. The 
_— ® In- 
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union which the Rich Wadow P/7e laid upon 
er Lovers 1s-borrow'd: from Zoccace's Novels. 
Day 9th, Nov. T. | | 

Amongſt his Poems, there are ſeveral con- 
cerning the Dramatick Poets and their Wri- 
tings, which-muiſt not be forgot : as thoſe two 
Copies which he: writ on Mr. 7homas Kille- 
grew's Plays, The Priſoner , and Claracifla ; 
Two Copies on Fletcher, and One in Memory 
of Ben Johnſon, which are \{o- Excellent that 
the Publiſher of Mr.Carthwright's Poems ſpeaks 
as 1n a Rapture 1n the Preface ; viz. What had 
*Ben ſaid, had he read+ his own Eternity in 
© that laſhing Elegy given him by our Author. 

' Beſides theſe Poems, our Sihor has extant 
other Pieces on different Subjects; as a Sermon, 
rinted Zond. 1652. and a Book which I never 

w, but is mentioned by Mr. #%d (©) under 
this Title; Dries im Menſe Novembri maxime 
notabiles Corgnam nempe & familiam regiam 
Jſpeftantes. Lond. 1671. 

"Ts not poſſible for me 1n this place, to enu- 
merate-all the Praiſes given him by the Learn- 
ed of thoſe Times 1n which he liv'd: only 
g1ve'me leave to inſert part of one Copy, by 
which the Reader may judge of the Reſt. The 
Lines were writ by 7ohn Leigh Eſq; to the 
Stationer (Mr. Moſely) on his peacny Mr. 
Carthwright's Poems. After he has nam'd all 
the admirable Poems, ſet forth by the afore- 
ſaid Bookſeller ; with the quit Commendation 
of each Author, he ſays thus of Mr. Carzh- 
wright; | | 


WC Antiq, Ozonienſopagga7s: 
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But after all thou brmg'ft up in the Rear, - 
One that fills every Eye, and every Ear, . 
Ca on rare Carthwr:. to whom all muſt 
T hat was beſt Preacher,and beft Poet too; | bow, 
Whoſe Learned Fancy never was at reft, 

But always labouring yet labour'd leaft : 

His Wit's Immortal, and ſhall Fnor have, 
White there's or Slawiſh Lord, or Royal Slave. 


'Robert CHAMBERTAIN. 


A Gentleman that flouriſht in the Reign of 
King Charles the F _ Author of a Play 
called 7 he Swaggering Damſel, a Comedy prin- 
red 1n quarto Lond.1640. 1 know not whether 
this Play was ever aRted, but 'tis uſher'd into 
the world by Three Copies of Verſcs, one of 
which was writ by Mr: Raw/ns, in requital of 
a. Copy writ by our Author, in praiſe of his 
Tragedy called 7he Rebellion. A Complement 
which has 1n this Age been prafticed by Mr. 
Dryden, to Mr. Lee's Rival Queens, in Return 
of Thar paſt by him, on Mr. Dryden's State of 
Prinacence. © 

Mr. Phillips, and Winſtaniy have afcribd 
to our Author a Play call'd Sze4ides, which 
theyſtile a Paſtoral, tho It 1s diſtinguiſh'd (by 
the Anonymous Author ) by the Tatle of 'a 
Piſcatory, the Dramatis Perſona being molt of 
them Fiſhermen. | 


William CHAMBERLAIN. 


A Daſct-ſbire Gentleman, who in the Reign 
of King Charles the F writ, livd at Shaftsbary, a 


Mar- 
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Dr amatick Poets. 4p - 3 
Market-town,of ſufficient Note for giving the | 
Title to the famous Lord Cooper, firſt Earl of 
Shaftsbury. He writ a Play called Zove's Vidto- 
Ty, a Tragi-Comedy printed in quartb Lond. 
1658. and dedicated to the Right Worſhipful | 
Sr. William Portman. He writ this Play: du- k. 
ring the late Troubles, and deſign'd to have 1t *q 
acted, but the Powers then ih being havin "". 
0x 5 ah" the Stage; he contented himſe 
with Printing it: tho' it has fince appeared, 
(at leaſt a great part of 1t) upon the Stage an. 
1678. under the Title of #7ts ledby the Noſe, 
or APoet's Revenge. 

This Author writ beſides, an Heroick Poem 
called Pharonnide, in Five Books, printed in 
oftavo Lond. 1659. and dedicated likewiſe to 
Sr. William Portman. This Poem tho' it hath 
nothing extraordinary to recommend it, yet 
appcar'd abroad in Proſe 1683. under the 'T1- 
tle of a Novel called Zromena, or The Noble 


Stranger. 
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George CHAPMAN. 


A Gentleman of no-mean Repute for his Po- 
etical Writings and Verſions,amongſt the Wits 
of the Age 5, 2h he liv'd, to wz, 1n the la- 
ter part of the Reign of Queen Z/zzabeth, and 
that of King Fames. 1 yu, 4 him no greater 
Commendation, than that he was ſo zntimate 
with the famous Y, bnſon, as to engage 1n 2 
Triumvirate. with Him, and Marſton in a Play 
called Zaſtward-Fe : 2 Favour which the 
haughty Fer. could ſcldome be perſwaded to. 


I might add to this, that he was fo myek yas 
ue; 
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AC nd ans 
An Account of the 
tved in tus” time, bythe Gentlemen of the 
Middle-Temple and ' Linicoln's-7nn, that when 
thoſe two Honourable Societies agreed to Pre- 
ſent Their Majeſties with a Maſque at #h1ite- 
hall, on the joytul Occaſion of the Marriage be- 
wen theTrinceli Elizabeth, only Daughter 
to King Fames the Farit, and Frederick the 
Fifth of rhat Name, Count Pa/atine of the 
Rhme, and afterwards King of Bohemia: they 
chofe Mr. Chapman for their Poet, to ſuit Lan- 
guage to the Occaſion, and Mr. /nigo Zones. for 
their Ingineer, to order the Machines, and 
Decoration of the Scenes. 4. 

He has writ many Dramatick Pieces, to the 
number of - Eightcen: beſides feveral other 
Poems and Tranflations : -of all which his Tra- 


* gedy of Buly d' Amboiſe has the Preference. 
Oo 


I know not how Mr. Dryden (*) came to be fo 


' poſſeſt with Indignation againit this Play, as 


to reſolve to 'burn One annually to the Me- 
mory of Ben Johnſon - but I know very well - 
that there are ſome who allow 1t a juſt Com- 
mendation ; and others (*) that ſince have ta- 
ken the liberty to promiſe a folemn annual $a- 
crifice © of The Find and Panther, to the Me- 
mory of Mr. Quarles, and John Bunyan: 10 
that ſhould this laſt Humour continue, The 
Zmd and Panther would grow as ſcarce, as this 
Old Tragedy 1s at preſeng But'I leave'this 
Digreſſion to give the Reader an Account 'of 
his Plays in order. 

All Fools, a Comedy preſented at the Black- 


(3 Pref: to 5p 2mſh Friar, (3) Pref, to Reaſons for Bays 
Changing his Religion. . 
| friars, 
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zars, and afterwards before his Majeſty King © | 
hens the Firſt, in the Begining of og Fe .,. 
and printed in quarto Zond. 1605. "This was 
in thoſe days accounted an Excellent Comedy,,, "2 
and will ſti]I bear Reading : it ſeems tobe © 
built in part upon the ſame Fabrick with 7e- of 
rence's Heautontimorumenos, as thoſe who will 
compare the Charters of the two Fathers 
Goftanzo, and Mar. Antonio, with Chremes, and 
Menedemns ; and their Sons Yalerio, Fortunio, 
and Fynaldo, with Clinia, Antipho, and Syrus, 
may eaſily perceive. The. Prologue and E- 
pilogue ( writ in Blank Verſe) ſhew that 
in thoſe days, Perſons of Quality, and thoſe 
that- thought themſelves Judges of Wait, 1n- 
{tead of fitting in Boxes, as now in uſe, fat on 
the Stage : what influence thoſe Sparks had on 
*the meaner Auditors, may be ſeen by the fol- * 
lowing Lines; (*)  . 
Great are the Gifts gruen to united Heads; 
ToGifts, Attire, to fair Attire the Stage 
Helps much ; for if our other Audience ſee 
. You on the Stage depart before we end, | 
OurWits go with you all, and we are Fools;8&c 


Alphonſus Emperor of Germany, a Tragedy, 
veryoften acted 2063 Sean rec Arr 4 the 
Private-houſt in Black-frzars, by the ' Servants 
to King Charles the, Firlt ; printed in quarta 
Zond. 1654. This Play, tho' it bear the Name 
of Aiphonſus, was writ (as I ſuppoſe) in Honor 
of the Engliſh Nation, 1n the Perſon of Richard 
Earl of Cornwa/,Son to King J0hn,and Brother 

(k) Prologue to the Play. 
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to King Henry the Third. He was choſen King 
of the Romans. in 1257. and Crown'd at Aix 
_ the Seventeenth day of May, being Aſcen/tor 
day. About. this time Aphonſus the Tenth 
Kingof Ca/tz/e, (the ſubject of this Tragedy) 
was choſen by other Electors. Tho' this King 
was accounted by ſome a Pious Prince, yet our 
Author repreſents his as a Bloody Tyrant, and 
contrary toother Hiſtorians brings him to an 
- unfortunate End, he ſuppoſing him to be kill'd 
by Alexander, Son to Lorenz» de Cipres his Se- 


poyton's by him : and to compleat his Revenge 
e makes him firſt deny his Saviour 1n hopes 
_ of Life, and then ſtabs him, glorying that he 
had at once deſtroyed both y and Soul. 
This Paſlage 1s rclated in ſeveral Authors, as 
Bolkon's Fur laſt T hings, Reynolds of the Paſſt- 
ons, Clark's Examples, Wanley's Hiſtory of Man. 


 guet. FiSt.Generale dEſpagne Lib.12. Bzovins 
[An. 1257, Oc. ; | 
Blind Bcggar of Alexandria, a Comedy, moſt 
pleaſantly drſcourfing his variable Humours 
1n diſguiſed ſhapes full of Conceit and Pleaſure: 
dundyy times publickly Adted 1n London, by 
the Right Honourable the Earl of Noting 


quarto Lond. 1598. 'Thais Play 1s neither di- 
vided into Acts nor Scenes. , 

Buſy d Amboiſe, a Tragedy often preſented 
at Pauls,1n the Reign of King James the Firſt; 
and ſince the Reitauration of King Charhks the 
| See 
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cretary: in revenge of his Father, whb was 


For the true Story conſult Mariana de Reb. 
iſp. Lib.13. C.1o. gx. Lows de Mayerne Tur-.. 


Lord High Admiral his Servants; printed in . 
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Dr amatick Ppets. 6a 
Second ated at the apo Noe with good 
- Applauſe. , Fog the Plot fee 7huanus, Fear 
De Serres, and «Mezeray, in the Reign of 
King ZHenry the Third of France. The In-, 
trigue between Puſſy and 7 amyra 1s related by 
Boſjet in his Hiftores 7 ragiques de notre temps, ' 
under the feign'd Names of LZy/is & Sihie. 
Hift. 177. pag. 363. 

Buſy da” Amboiſe, his Revenge, a Tragedy, 
often preſented at the Private-houſe in rhe 
White-Fiars, printed in quarto Lond. 1613. 
and dedicated to the Right Virtuous and Truly 
Noble Knight, Sr. Thomas Howard. This Play 
1s far ſhort in value to the former, and was 
not received on the Stage with that umverſal 
Applauſe, 'Neither is it fo ſtriftly founded on 
Truth as the other : tho' the Author (!) calls b 
©them'poor Envious Souls that cavil at Trath's —— -- 
© want 1n theſe natural Fiftions : Material In- | 
©{truQion, elegant and fententious excitation 
©ro, Virtue, and defleftion from her contrary, 
*bezng the Soul, limbs, and limits of an Au- 
© thenrical Tragedy. 

Conſpiracy and 7; ragedy of Charles Duke of 
Byron Marſhal of France, in two Plays, a&ted 
at the Black-friars mn the Reign of King James 
the aa printed-in' quarto Zond. 1608. and 
Dedicated to his Honourable and conſtant 
Friend Sr.7 bomas Ha//meham, and to his much - 
Loved from his Birth, the right Toward and 
Worthy Gentleman his@on, / homas Wai/mg-' 
ham Eſq, This Play is founded on Hiſtory 1n 
the Reign of Ferry IV. of France : and many 


(1) Epiſtle Þ<d.cazory. 
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62 ' ' Anda 
-are the Authors that have mention'd the Mar- 
ſhal's Story. Sec Davila's Civil Wars of France, 
eMontluc's Memoires, eMezeray's Chron. Pierre 
 Hathiew's Conti. of De Serres, T huanus, At- 
* ſelmus Gemblacenſ/ts, Scipion Dupleix, P. Ma- 
thiew, GC. of > 
) Ceſar and Pompey, a Roman Tragedy de- 
clartng their Wars, out of whoſe Events 1s 
* evicted this Propoliuon, Only a Juſt Man is a 
"Freeman, printed in quarto Loud. 1631. and 
Dedicated. to the Right Honourable, his ex- 
ceeding good Lord, . the Earl of Midaleſex. I 
- cannot paſs by that our Author has here laid 


down the ſame Rule wath Father Le Boſ/u, the 


Learned regular Canon of St. Genevieve, (®) 


That the Moral ought to:be the foundation of 


a Play: Inftruftion being the chict defign of a 
Poet. As he lays; Lapremiere cheſe par ouT'on 
doit commencer pour farr unc Fable, ', ac is of 
F Tnſtruttion oy le point de Dorale qui tuy, doit 
ſervir de fond, ſelon le deſicin &y la fin gue; Ton ſe 
propoſe.: This is that Paflage which Mr. Dry- 
den hints at in his Grounds of Cr:#ic2/m in Tra- 
gedy1*) and tho' he takesthe French. for .his 
Guide, I believe there have not been wanting 
' tholeof our own Countrymen, who have been 
able to decide all Controverlies 1n Dramatick 
Poetry, as_ well as Strangers. Many Authors 
have.treated on this Story : See Suetonins's Life 
of Julius Ceſar, Plutarch's Lives. of Pompey, 
Cz/ar, and Cato, Yelgins Paterculus,, Florus, 
Dion, 'and Lucan, who by ſome is: rather 
(w) Trane ds Poeme Epidue, libs 1, cap»7+ | (n) Pref. wo 
Trolus and Creſſida TOO » 
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accounted an. Hiſtorian: than a Poet... 
Gentleman Uſher, a Gomedy printed in. quar- 
to Lond, +606. I know not whether eyer this 
Play was acted, but. have heard.1t, commend- 
ed by ſome, for-a good Comedy,. though if I 
may preſume to give my Opinion,”'tis bug 
indifferent. 'S <1 
Humourous days Mirth, a Comedy printed 
as I am told-in-quarto, and; a'patlable Play: 
but this I'muſt leave to thoſe who have read 1t. 
Maſque of the; 'TwoHonourable: Houſes or 
Tnns ot Court; the'Hadd/e-Temple. and Zancolns 
{nn : Perform'd before the King at /bite-hall, 
on Shrove-monday at Night, being the fiiteenth 
of February 1613; at: the Princely Celebration 
of the Moſt Royal Nuptials ofi.the : Pal/zrave, 
and his thrice Gracious Princeſs Zhzabeth,&c, 
With a deſeription of their whole; Shew ;.in_ 
the manner of their March on Houſe-back to 
the Court from the Hafter of the. Rolls his 
Houſe; with all ther Right Noble Conlſorts, 
and ſhewful Attendants. . Invented,.and Fa- 
ſhion'd,. with the ground and+ſ{pecaal {trufture 
of the whole Work: by our Kingdoms moſt Art. 
full and Ingenious|Architet /ngo:Zonts. yup 
hed, applied, d1 eſtcd, -and written by George 
44% printed ,1n quarto Zong 1614, and 
dedicared to the m6ſt, Noble and, conſtant Com- 
biner of Honor and Virwme, Sr. Zatbard Phillips, 
Maſter of the Rofls:  At'the end of the Maſqye 
is printed an bo gg called a Flymne 
to: Hymen tor the molt time-fitred Nuptials of 
our "Thrice Gracions" Princeſs 'ENeaberh, &c. 
I leave 1t to their ſudgments who haye (rea 
: this 
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this Piece, to determine whether it anſwer the 
ſwelling Title-page, or whether the Authors 
Defence before the Maſque, be juſt and ſolid. 

May-day, a Witty Comedy, divers times 
ated at the, Zlack-frzars ; and printed an quarto 
Lond. 1811. | | 

Monſieur d'Olrve, a Comedy ſundry times 
ated by her Majeſties Children at the Z/ack 
Ftars, printed in quarto Lond. 1606. 

Revenge for Flonor, a Tr ety Frined in 
quarto Lond. 1654. This Pla I have ſeen 
acted many years ago at the Nurſery in Barbican. 

Temple, a Maſque which I never ſaw. 

Two Wiſe Men, and all the ref# Fools, or 2 
Comical Moral, cenſuring the Follies of that 
Age, divers tumes acted, and printed in quarto 
Lond. 1619. The Prologue and Epilogue to 
this Play are writ in Proſe, which was-pratic'd 
formerly by ſeveral of the Pocts, as #il{tam 
£illy, in his Court Comedies, and others. But 
there is One thing in this Play, far more re- 
markable ; that it 1s extended to Seven As: 
a thing which I never {aw in any othgr, cither 


in our own, or Foreign Language and which 
is direAly contrary to that Rule of Horace (9) 
Neve minor, neu fit quinto, produtFivr at7u 
Fabula, Jue poſer aut vr ſoiBats repon. 
ButI ſuppoſe this might rather be che Prin- 
ter's Ignorance, than the Poets Intention; for 
certainly Mr. Chapman better underſtood the 
Rules of the Dramma: tho'I am led only by 
Tradition to believe this Play to be his; line 
(s) De Arte Pogttcas = 
| Shag *tls 
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'tis publiſhed withour-any mention of the Ay. 
thor, or the Place where 'twas printed; +. 
Widow's Tears, a Comedy often preſented 
in the- B/ackt and White-Friar s.: printed"jn 
quarto Lond. 1612. and dedicated to the- right 
Virtnous and truly Noble Gentlewan John: Reed 
of M:tton, in the County of Gloute/ter, ws 
'The Plot of Zyſander and' Cynthia 13. borrow 
from Petronins Arbyters Seoprice being the 
Story of the Matron of Epheſus related by 
Eumolpus : a Story ſince handled by ſeveral 
other Pens, as Zan Donſa the Facher, in'his 
Notes on this Story, and Eabbema inthe laſt 
Edition. of Petronins : who obſerve, That it 
was tranſlated 1nto'Latine Verſe by Rownlus, 
an Antique Gramarian; that it was tranſlated 
from the German Language into Latine: and. 
into French Rhime by Aebarrus. We haye it 
not only in the Sever iſe" Mafters, 2 Book 
vulgarly known,. and which, if I may belicve ; 
my Author, is a tranflation of Alodins, wha 4 
new modell'd the Story, as pts his Ver- os 


{ion under this Title tem Sapicutam, 
de Aftrei regit adoleſcentis, cancatione, periculis, 
&c. But alſo Lhave read the ſame Story with 
little alceration in the Cents Novelte Antiche dz 
Carlo Gaalteruzzi, Nov. yi. We: have it like» 
wiſe much zmproy'd,with a Philoſophical Com- 
ment upon it, by a Countryman of our own, 

under the Title of che Zpbe/ian Hatron, prin- \ 

ted in oftavo Lond. 1668.. and others. | 
Theſe are. all the Plays which I know of, 
that are publiſht under our Authors name, ex- 
cept a Play which I have already A" 
=” caſts 
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66 An Account of the 

Eaftward-Fee, a Comedy play'd in the Black 
Friars,by the Children of her Majeſties Revels: 
made by George Chapman, Ben TJobnſon.a nd 7ohn 
Aarfton, printed in quarto Zond. 1605. "This 
Play was writ ſhortly after Decker's Weſtward 
Foe, as you may ſee by the Prologue which is 
writ in Blank Verſe. The Play it ſelf hath 
lately appear'd on' the preſent Stage, being re- 
vivd by Mr. Tate under the Title of Cuckold's 
: Mr: Phillips, I know not why, has omitted 
half this Authors Plays, as you may ſee in his 
Account of the «Modern Poets, p. 53. 

Having given an Account of his Plays, Iam 
now to {peak of his other Works, which were 
not in thoſe days accounted leſs'eminent: par- 
ticularly his Verſion of all ZZomer's Works ; 
viz. His — es, and what he calls 7þe 
Crown of all his s, this Batracomyomachia, 
or The Batth of Frogs and Mice, together with 
his Hymns and Epigrams. ' If it be urg'd by 
ſome that he has been ſince out-done by Mr. 
Qgleby in the Two" former, it 18 chiefly to be 
 aſcrib'd tothe ill choice of his meafure of Verſe, 
and the obſolete Expreflions in uſe in his time, 
and beſides Tranſlation was then, as I may fay, 
10 its —_ However I think Mr. Og/eby 
himſelf has fince been-as far exceeded by the 
exact and curious Pen of Mr. Hobbs: and for 
for his Minor Poems, they have never been at. 
was wy by any other Pen that I know of. To 
theſe I muſt add his Tranſlation of Ze/iod ; 
his finiſhing Muſens his Zrotopexnion, or The 


Loves of Hero and Grander, a Piece begun by | 
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Chriflopher Marloe; his Andromeda kberata with 
a Vindication of the ſame.; all which ſpeak 
his Induſtry at leaſt, if not his Togenuny : and 
how ſlight an Opinion ſoever this Age may 


entertain of his Tranſlations, I find them 


highly extoll'd in an Old Copy call'd aCenſure 
of the Poets : which having ſpoke of the Emi- 
nent Dramatick Poets, as Shakeſpear, o onſon, 
Daniel, &c. it adds of Tranſlators as ollows, 
placing our Author in the firſt Rank, . 


Others agam there lived in my days, 
T hat have of us deſerved no leſs Praiſe 
. For therr Tranſlations, than the damtieft Wit, 
TRE oy gre ee thinks he high br t, A 
| a Claim may mongſ/t the ESCA 
As the moſt curious Maker of | them all ; ; 
Firſt reverend Chapman,who hath brought tous 
 Muſzuvs, Homer, and Heſiodus, 
Out of the Greek ; and by his shill hath rear'd 
Them to that height and to our tongue indear'd, 
T hat were thoſe Poets at this day alive ; 
To ſee their Books, that with us thus ſuruye ; 
They'd think, haumg negletFed them ſo long, 
T hey had been awtitten mn the Engliſh Tongue. 


Sr Afton CoKkaiN. 


'  AGentleman that in the Reign of K. Char/es 
the Second, liv'd at Aſhbourn, a Market-town 
in Darby-ſbire,({ituate between the River Dove 
and Cormpton). He was of an Ancient Family, 
as Mr. obſerves in the Entrance of 

his Deſcription of Darby-ſbire. Nay further 
Mr. Zohn Cokain of a__ (our Authors Kinſ- 
| 2 + *, , man 
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68 An Account of” the 
man and Couſin-German'to the Lord Obr:ar: 
Cokain, Viſcount Cufler 1n /reland) had an An- 
cient Evidence-to prove that Sr.------ Cohan 
their Predeceflor was anciently allyed to King 
William the Conqueror, and in thoſe days 
lived at Hemmingham-Caſthk in Efjex. (?) But 
whether our Author fetcht his Pedigree from 
ſo Ancient a Stock or no; certain 1t 1s, that he 
was well deſcended, and had a Liberal Edu- 
cation beſtowed on him, being 1n his youth 
bred 1n Trnity College, in Cambridge, and when 
he was about Four and Twenty years of Age, 
he was ſent to make a Journey through France 
and 77aly, which he compleated in a Twelve- 
months {pace, fn. 1632. an Account of which 
he has writ to his Son (4).. He was very much 
addited ro Books, and the ſtudy. of Poetry ; 
ſpending moſt of his time 3n the Muſes com- 
pany. Amonglit his other Poetical Producti- 
ons, he has written Three Plays, and a Maſque 
which are in print; of which take the follow- 
0s. jp angnor £ ; gh | 

we preſented at Bretbie 1n Darby-fbire 
on Twelk -Night 1639. .'This pats: ads 
_ ne in all —_—_ ng A 
ogues, as I ſuppole an Qyer-fight, 1t 
%- a but he bats. Fi the bedpof the 
Author's Poems, (*) amongſt others of a differ- 
ent Nature. It was preſented, (as I find upon 
peruſal of it) before the Right Honourable 
Phillip the firſt Earl of Cheſterfield, and his 
Counteſs, Two of their Sons atting in it. The 
diverſion terminated in a Ball. 

(p) See Cokarn's Epigramy, l. 2, Ep. 7. (a) See his Po-mes 

po « (r) See phy £ (a) Ob- 
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Obſtinate Lady, a Comedy printed in ofavo, 
i298 658. This Play; gx other Poems 
were left in the Cuſtody of a Friend, at the 
Author's Removal” from London, who dying, 
_ were diſperſt into ſeveral Hands. One Mr. 
Hilliam Godbid, (a Bookſcler as I ſuppoſe) got 
this Play into his Hands, and tho' he found it 
imperfe, the laſt Leaf being wanting, wftere. 
1n were the Authors Concluſion and Epilogue : 
he procured ſome of his Acquaintance to ſu 
ply that defe&, and fo printed 1t. - And tho' 
this Comedy were very much of it writ in 
Number (as the Author calls it) he put 3t 
forth as it the moſt part of it were Proſe. In 
this Edition you have that defe&t much amend. 
ed, and: the Authors own Concluſion, and Epi- 
Jogue added. Sr. Ffton's Obſtinate Laay, ſeems 
70 be. Couſin-German to Maſſinger's Very Wo- 
2121 ; as they that will compare Dorn Fohn, /An- 
Zomo, and Almira, with Carionml and Lacora in 
this Play, may eafily perceive. 

Ouid's Trageay, printed in oftavo Lond.1669. 
This Play was printed ſince the reſt of his 
Works, tho 'tis frequently bound with them. 
I know not why the Author gave this Play the 
Title of Ovid's Tragedy, except that he lays the 
Scene in 7omos, and brings him to fall down 
dead with grief at the News he received from 
Rome, 1n \ight of the Audience: otherwiſe 
he has not much buſineſs on the Stage, and the 
Play ought rather to have taken the Name from 

(00 Jealouſy, and the diſmal effeQs there. 
of, the murther of his new Bride Chrima, and 


- 


his Friend Pyronzgs. But this is an Error 
E 3 which 


-(-_ Ar Account of the 
which Beaumont and Fletcher have heretofore 
commntred, (as Mr. Rimer ({) has obſerv'd.) in 
the King and no Kim, and gherefore the more 
excuſable in our Author. The pegs of Cap- 
tain Hannibal's inviting the dead Carcaſs of 
Helvidins to Supper, is poſſibly borrow'd from 
the on Play called 7/ Atherfto Fulminato, 
to which Language our Author was no. Stran- 
ger; and on which Foundation the Cataſtrophe 
of the Lebertime 1s buile. 
Trapolin credute Principe, or Trapolin ſuppos'd 
e Prince, an Ttal1an Tragi-comedy, printed in 
oftavo Lond. 1658. The Deſign of this Play, 
the Author borrow'd from One which he ſaw, 
or rather heard, twice Afted in Yenice during 
his abode in that City; fince he built rhis on 
that Foundation : So that as he pleads in his 
| Prologue 1t 15 no Tranſlation. This Play was 
reviv'd on our Stage {imce the King's Return, 


#nd 2 new Prologue writ by Daffer, printed in | 


his —_ . 82. and has ſince that, been al- 
ter'd by r. Tate, and ated at the Theatre 1n 
Dorſet-Garden 1685. 

Mr. Philips (*) and Mr. Winftanley (») have 
committed miſtakes itt this Author, having 
omitred the Tragedy of Owe, and plac'd two 
anonymous Plays to him, which I dare be confi- 
dent are none of his; wis Ther/ites, and Ty- 
farical Govertnment. All his Poems being col- 
le&ed, and publiſhe together; in ofavo Long. 
1669, by Mr. Airkman, who knew Plays far 
berter than either of theſe Aythors. 
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Having given you this Account of his Pla 
T am next to ſpeak of his other Poems, 
Pieces, but ſince the Author has reckon'd them 
A in Verſe, in an hy 7p (*) direfted to his 
onoured Friend, or Wikiam Warner, I 
ſhall tranſcribe his / nor, 4 rn which may 1n- 
form the Reader of ho Suile, as s well as 'his | 
Poems. 
Plays, s, Song > a the T have 1orit, 
A Teh fo get e 71th amorous Fit, 
Funeral Elegies, 
yoke >; eh; vs of divers Qualities, - 
EncomiaFtick Lines to Works of ſome, 
Ac Maſque, and an Epithalamum, | 
Tawo Books of ams : All which 7 mean 
Shal (in this Polume) come upon the Scene ; 
Some Droine Poems, which when firſt Frame 
L Cambridge 7 wrle Lage 74 —_— wot name; 
Dian net ranſlation, —_ 
Omirred bore f of wafer d Faſhion... a 
For Heavens ſake Mane wo more you ſay, F 


1 Frags you; Therefire (Friend) GP you. 


"Edward Coox. Ea; 


A Gentleman of whom I can give no other 
accoutit, than that he has publiſht a Play call'd 
Lowe's Ti: , or The Royal Union, ja Tragedy: 
1n Heroick: erſe, never acted, but m_— 
quart0'Zord. 1678. and dedicared to gh- 
neſs, the Moſt Illuſtrious MARY Princ $ of 
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Orange. This Play is: founded: on Ca/jardra, 

a fam'd Romance, as you will find puny 

Part 5th, Book 4th, to the End. | 
John Cook. 

The Author of a Play call'd Green's 7u 2ur> 
ue, a Contay rinted in quarto Lond. ------» 
| 1 caunorcell the Pate, or the Place where 'twas 

firſt ated, the Title-page of my Copy being 
loſt, tho' I. ſuppaſe at the Red-Bu#, by a Pat- 
ſage in the Play; but I can inform the Reader, 
that it 1s commended:-by 7homas Heywood,who 
< purpofely writ an Epiſtle to gratulate (as he 
© ſays) the Love and Memoryof, his Worthy 
« Friend the Author, and his intirely beloved 
*Friend the Actor, .. He ſays furthex, Thar it 
* paſt the Teſt of the Stage with genera] Ap- 
* plauſe:, And TI have ſeen it. acted ſince the 

ing's Return, at the Play-houſe (as Lthink) 
wn little Lincolus-Znn-Fields with pood ſucceſs : 
tho'* the printed Copy be Rady Tak 1 Atts. 
The. PJot of Scnd-af's gaining the Widow 
SO, has a near reſemblance with that of 

L1H. Small ſhanks and Widow Taffety : tho” 
. T thank che r15'/berter wrovwght up in this 


Play, becauſe the Widow by-:a:Counter-plot | 


frees her ſelf from Spend-all, and: after havi 
made a *Fryal of the Sincerity of his Leo 
ſents of her own accord to Marry'him. , 
This Play had ics Title given it -by the Au- 
thor, mn reipett of the- admirable/ Comedian, 
7 homas Green, who ated the part of Bubble, 
whoſe univerſal Repartce to all Complement 
"=." I WT 
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is Ta Quoque ; Mr. Heywood (*) gives him this 
Character, © Thar there was f. + an Afor of 
©his Nature 1n his Time of better ability in 
© performance of what he undertook, more ap- 
* plauded by the Audience, of greater Grace at 
© the Court,or of more general Love in theCity. 

Ar the Entrance of this Play is a Diſtick, 
which Mr. #mftanley applies to Mr. Robert 
Green, (of whom I ſhall give an account in his 
proper place : 1 tho' had he put on his Speta- 
cles he would have found it printed thus ; 


Upon the Death of Thomas Green. 


How faſt bleak Autumn changeth Flora's dye, 
What yefteraay was (Green) now's ſear and ary. 
W.R.- 


John Corer. 


A Gentleman who is pleas'd to ſtile himſelf 
the Author of a Play call'd 7 he Generous Ene- 
mics, or T he Ridiculous Lovers, a Comedy ated 
at the Theatre-Royal by his Majeſties Servants, 
and, printed in quarto Zond. 1672. Tho'he 
has £ little ſhare1nit; that we may juſtly ſay 
of him, as Appohodorus the Athenian ſaid of the 
Books of Chry/ippus : If a Man ſhould extra 
the things which he hath borrow'd from 
others, = Paper would be left blank. To 
Prove this I am to acquaint the: Reader, that 
this Play, like a Botcher's Cuſhion is made out 
of ſeveral Pieces ; he having ſtollen from Four 
. Eminenr Poets; Fitcher, and Randolph ; Th. 
* Cormeille, and Quinault. The chict Deſign of 
* (#) Epillle co the Readers fi 
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the Play, that of the Generous, Enemies, 14 bore 
row'd from Quimnanlt's La Genereuſe [ngrati- 


tude, as will be evident to thoſe who will 
compare the Charafters of Don Auares, and 
Signior  Flammio, with thoſe of the French 
Zegry and Abencerage; Semena 1n Diſguiſe under 
the Name of Zander, with Zelmd; under the 
Name of Ormm, &c. For the Ridiculous Lo- 


vers ; 'tis chiefly borrow'd from a Comedy of 


Th. Corneiftte's calld D. Bertran de Cigarral, 
which Play 1s founded on a Spaniſh  Comed 

written by D. Franciſco de Rixas, and ſtiled, 
Entre bohos anda el juego. The Quarrel be- 
_ tween Fertran and Robatey in the fatth is 


ſtollen verbatim from Love's Prſerimage, At 2. 


Sc. 1. and At 3. Sc. 3. The teſty Hum6ur of 


Hertran to his Servants an the third AR, 1s 
part of 1t taken from the Muſes Lookeng glaſs. 
AR 2. Sc. x. Ad. 3. Sc. 3.and 4. 


Charles Corrox E/q; - 


An Ingenious Gentleman Jately (355.489 


inform'd) Deceas'd, who fomettmes. dwelt at 
Beresford in the County of Stafford. He was 
an excellent Lyrick Poet, but particularly fa- 
mous for Burleſque Yerſe : buttnention'd here 
on account of a Tranſlation of his call'd, ...., 
Horace, a French Tragedy of Monſteur Cor- 
xer/e, printed in quarto Lond. 1671. and;dedi- 
cared to his Dear Sulter Mrs. Stanhope # ? 
Jon. This Play was firſt finuſhed in x66s.,(* 
- *Rur neither at that time, nor of ſeveral-years 


: (5) See che Epiſtle tothe Reader, 
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. Dy amatick Poets, 75 
© after, was it intended for the pnblick view ; 
<3t being writ for the private divertiſement of 
fa fair young Laly, and ever ſince it had the 
honor firſt to kifs her Hands, fo intirely hers, 
© that the Author did not reſerve ſo much as 
*the Bron/Hhon to himſelf. However ſhe being 
*prevail'd upon tho' with ſome difficulty to 
© o1ve her conſent, 1t was printed in OF. 1670. 

I ſhall not extol, or particulariſe the Excel- 
lencies of this Play in the Original; *tis ſuffici- 
ent to rel] you, that the French Author thought 
It —__ paſs for the beſt of his ProduMions if 
the three laſt Afts had been equal to the two 
Firſt: and this he ſays was the general Opini- 
on, as you may read 1n the beginning of his 
Examen of this Play. (*) As to the Perfor- 
mance of this our Countryman, notwithſtand- 
ing his Modeſty, and Generofity in giving the 
rent to Madam Ph:/lps her Tranſlation, 

think it no ways inferior to 1t, at leaſt, I 
dare aver that it far tranſcends that Verſion 
publiſhr by Sr. #7/Hiam Lower. 

The Plot of this Play, as far as it is founded 
on Hiſtory, may be read in ſevera] Anthors. 
See Lug, ib. 1. Florns, hb. 1. c. 3. Diony/ins 
Hallicarnaſſeus, &c. EY 

There are other Works of this Author's 
writing, which ſpeak him a great Wit, and 
Maſter of an excellent Fancy and Judgment : 
Snch as his' Poem call'd 7he Wonders of the 
Peak, printed 1n oftayo Lond. 1681. His Bur- 
leſque Poems call'd, Scarronides, or Firgil Tres 
peſtie, a mock Poem, on the firſt and fourth 


Books 


(b) Ste Theatre de Corneilic, tom, as = 


wo 


76 | 4n Attvunt of the 
Books-of- Firgil's c/Encis , printed 11 oftavo 


Lond. 1678. Tho' the Title ſeems to imply as 


it this Poem were an Imitation of Scarror, who 


has tranflated. Ejzght Books of /7rgi/1n theſame 


mauner: yet thoſe who will compare both 
theſe/Pieces, will poſlibly find that he has nor 
only exceeded the French, but all others that 
have attempted in that kind, -to the reſerve of 
the incomparable-Zuter, the fam'd. Anthor of 
#Zudibras,: and I think we may with little va- 
riation apply the following Tetraſtick written 
by Scarron's Uncle to this our Author, 


S; puntFum omne tulit, qui miſcuit utile dukty 
: Ludentlo ſceribens ſeria, quid meruit ? 
\ Virgiln mranaa legens, ridere jubetnr, 


Floc debet, Cotton, Anglica Muſa tibi. 


There are ſeveral of Zacian's Dialogues put 
into Burleſque Verſe, printed in oftavo' Lond, 
1675. under, the Title of The Scoffer Stoft, 
which are ſa1d-to be writ by our Author, - but 
whether this be true, I muſt leave to thoſe. 


- who. were better acquainted with him. How- 


ever I awſt acquaint the:Reader, that there was 
not long ſince. publiſht a Volume of Poems on 
ſeveral Occaſions, with his Name prefixt , 
which was printed in-a large oftavo, Lond. 
1689.Amongſt which 1s a Copy call'd 7 he Ang- 
ters Ballad, which puts me in mind of another 
piece.writ by him in Proſe, call'd The Compleat 
Anger, heing Inſtructions how, to angle for 2 
Trout or Grazing mn a clear Stream, being a Se- 
cond Part to Mr. {ſaac Yalton's Book on the 
fame Subje&, printed 1n ottavo Lond. 1676. 

| and 


Mary Boahb Pino 
ABRAHAM COWLEY. 


and dedicated to that Virus n, 
-mon Father of all Arglers/ This-Book' 
unworthy the perufal of the graveſt Men: 
are Lovers of this 4nnocent Recreation; amt 
thoſe who are not Anglers, but haves taſtof 
_ OO Cotton's D—_— berrer 
eſcrib'd by himſelf, mn a Copy of Verſes(prin- 
red at the dr of that Book) called Sari 
-ent, than any that I might preſens the Reader 
takeneither from Colonel 'Zovelace, Sr. ' Hon 
Cokain, Robert Herrick Eiq; or Mx: Alexander 
Sys ” _ view havewrit Verſes in PR 
thor's-praiſe , but in m r judgment” | 
ae theſe © Sranzes pil ar pit gg. rem (as 
Mr:#alten(*)truly ſays) the Reader may ſee fo 
| TAS of our Author's mind, that if he 
bleſt with a generous: Soul, it -willicauſe 
him to loye him, (and his Memory )the better. 


Abraham 'CowLey. 

I have generally hitherto contented-my {elf 
with giving a ſucein& Account'of each Au- 
thors Afrs of LifezorPamily-:. and'choſe ra- 
[ther toenlarge on their:Works : but Mr.Cow/ey 
was a Perſon of 0 great Meritand Eſtecminthe 
world when Living; and:his Memory fo freſh 
in the minds of Learned Men, that 1 am oblig'd 
not to-paſs him ſlightly. over.  'Tts true my 
Predeceflors in this Work, I mean Mr.Ph1//zps 
and Mr. #inflanley, have given but an 1mper- 
fe& account of Him, or his Writings : but as I 


(c) See his Loreer ro My, Co7ton, aries ond of the Campleds 


Angler. 
PTro- 
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' camea Tree; ) yet it may 


propoſe not them for my Pattern in this Sub- 
3eR, ſo I muſt publickly own, that I have ſo 
great a Veneration for the Memory of this 
great Man, that methinks his "Ay Name ſcems 
an Ornament to my Book, and deſerves to be 
ſer in the beſt Light I can place it. Wherefore 


I ſhall be as careful in copying his PiEture from 


his Writings, as an Artiſt would be ia hitting 


the Features of his Sovereign. 


To begin firſt with his Birth ; the place of 
his Nativity was Zondon, and the time which 
made his Virtuous Parents happy in him, was 
the year of our Lord 1618. 'Tho' his Mother 
Had no preſcience ike AXaze the Parent of the 
| zrgil, (who the Night before her de- 
ery dreamt ſhe brought forth a ſprig of 
Lawrel, which upon the ſetting forthwith be- 

be fan, that this our 
EngliſhMaro,grew ore with __ {peed,as that 


famous P, planted .at the Roman 
ſprung up into a beautiful tall 
w leveral a waar op far = 

r Age. /rgilat Tharteen years of Age be- 
on Mandi at Afar ; but this our Author 


writ by RY y of Pyramus and 
bs us when he was but Ten yonty old; his 


on/tantia and Philetus at Twelve; and at 
Thirteen had publiſhr not only theſe bur ſeve- 


. Tal other Poetreal Bloſſoms, (*) which ſufficient- 


1y prov'd the pregnancy of his Wit: and all 
T 4 whilſt hows ordive a Weftminſter Schol- 
lar; before he could ſay with Favenal, (*) 
Et nos ergo manum ferule ſubduximus----- 
(a) Ths Tide of his Book, (&) Sat, i. ATINT | 


Nor 


'<1nd Romans. 


© Ely of Himſelf, pig 243. (g) 1dem p. 144+ (b) Dr. 


Dr amatich Poets. 79 
Nor is the Character he gives of himſelf leſs 
full of Admiration ; (!) © That even when he 
© was a very young Boy at School; inſtzad of 
*running about 'on Holidays, and playing with 
© his Fellows, he was wont to ſteal from them, 
©xnd walk into the Fields, either alone with 
©a Book; or with ſome One Companion, it he 
© could find any of the ſame Temper. | 
His firſt Inclinations to Poetry; proceeded 

from his falling by chance on Spencer's Far 
ly 


% 


Seen, (©) *With which he was fo infinir 
(delighted and' which by degrees'ſo fill'd his 
Chead with the tinkling of the Rhine, and 
© dance of the Numbers, that he had read him 
©all over before he was Twelve years old, and 
*was thus made a Poet as immediately as a 
© Child is made an Eunuch. ' Thus-he gradualy 
©orew up to that maturity both of Fancy. and 
(Judgment;chr (an the opinion of a.great Man - 
now living, (*) * Whoever would do him-right, 
ſhould not only equal him to the principal An- 
©cient Writers of our owns Nation; but ſhould 
©:1fo rank his Name ' amongſt the Authors of 
©the true Antiquity, the beſt of the Greeks, 
Nos is this the fence only of 
this Worthy Perſon, and Excellent Poet, but 
the general Opinion of the Wits of both Uni- 
verſities, and which will appear obvious to M/Z 
that ſhall diligently read Nis Works: moſt of 
which wete writ, or at leaſt deſign'd whilſt he 
was of Trimty Colledge in Cambridge, and of 
which I ſhall give a ſuccin Account, begin- 


Sprat. See hin Life z in rhe laſt poge. : 
ing 
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An Account of the | 
ng firſt with his Engliſh Plays, which are 
ree in Number, +75. | "7 
Cuardian, a Comedy printed in quarto Zond. 
| 1650. *Made (ſays the Author (i) ) and acted 


. ©before the Prpmce, or rather neither made nor 


© aFed, but rough-arawn only, and repeated; for 
©the haſt was ſo great, that it could neither 
© be reviſed, or perfefFed by the Author, nor 
© Jearned without Book by the Adors, nor ſer 
© forth in any Meaſure tolerably by the Officers 
© of the Colledge. 

This Mr. Cowley thought fit to acquaint the 
Prince with, in the Prologue which was ſpo- 
ken to him at that time * as the Reader may 
ſee by the following Lines, being part of it. 

Actept our haſty Zeal ; a thing that's play'd 
re tis a 4 and ated 6 fem hs 
Our 7gnorance, but our Daty too, we ſhow : 

Z would all ignorant People would do fo. 
Alt other times, _— our Wit and Art ; 
T his Comedy is afFed by the Heart. 


* After the Repreſentation (the Author tells 
us (+) he began to look it over, and cha 
<3 very much, ſtriking out ſome whole Parts, 
© as that of the Poer, and the Souldier ; but he 
Chaving loſt the Copy, durſt not think it de- 
© ſery'd the pains to write it again, which made 
© him omit 1t an the publication of his Works 
<in Folio; though (at that time he acknow- 
© ledg'd) there were ſome things in it, which 
Che was not aſham'd of, taking the Excule of 


© his Age when he made 3t. But as it was he 
(i) Priface ro his Works, Pag. 2. (k) Idem, 


l £20 


,__ _ , Dramatich Poets. &® of 
' £accolinted- it- only the haſty firf-/itteng ! of a 2 
<P:Qture, and rag like fo reembs -him 
accordingly. *# 4 

This Comedy, notwithſtanding Mr.Cpwley's 
modeſt, Opinion of it, was ated. not-only- at 
Cambridge, but ſeveral times after that private- 
ty, du ring the prohibition of the Stage, and-after 
the King's Recurn, publitkly at Dublin, and 
never fail'd of Applaufe. , This I ſuppole put 
our Author upon reviling it; and there bei 
many.things 1n it which he diflik't; and finding 
himſelf at leiſure in the Country, he fell upon 
altring it almoſt throughout; and then per- 
mitted it to x wg publickly on the Stage, un- 
der a new Title, as indeed 'twas -in a ianner 
a new Play, calling it ; - 

Cutter of Coleman-ſtreet, ated at his Royal 
Highneſs's Theatre, printed in quarto Lond. 
1663. This Play met with ſome Oppoſition, 
at its Repreſentation under this new Name, 
from ſome who envyed the Authors unſhaken 
Loyalty'to the Prince, and the. Royal Cauſe, in 

the worſt of Times; but afterwards I ſuppoſe 
the Authors Preface ( to which I refer the 
Reader) diſpell'd gl thoſe Clonds rais'd by the 
Wl and-I have ſeen it” afted with unt- 


{al Applauſe : andI believe generally ſpeak- 
all unbyaſs'd ] that have read, or ſeen 
it ated, will give it the Approbarion of an ex- - 
cellent Comedy : and for thoſe who are unſa- 
tisfied concerning his Fidelity ro his King, I 
muſt refer them to that admirable” Detence 
writ by the Reverend Biſhop of Rochefter (!) in 


"(0 Lifef pax. 6 
UW 63 Pap. 6 | b | "A 
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behalf of this excellent Man, -it being tbo ce. 
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ptous to be inſerted here. 

Love's Riddle, a Paſtoral Comedy, written 
at his time of being _ Scholar, in We. 
minſter School; printed farſt with his Poetical 
Blhſſoms, in quarto Lond. 1633. but ſince prin- 
ted 1n the Second Volume of his Works, in Fol, 
Lond." 1681. and dedicated by a Copy of Verſes 
to the truly Worthy and Noble Sr. Kenelm 
Digby. If this Play be conſider'd, according to 
the Authors years at that time, 'twill certatnly 
be altow'd ſtandard; or at leaſt needs no other 
Apology then what the Author makes for it in 

1 


H1s Dedication to his Patron : 
Take it as early Fruits, which rare appear, 


T hough not batf ripe, but worſt of all the year, 
es, it pleaſe your Tafte, my Maſe will [ay, 
The Birch which crown'd her then, is grown a 
Bay. | 
It might be expefted that I ſhould give ſome 
We. either of [the Plots of theſe Pla s, or 
whence he has. borrow'd:: but let thoſe that 
think ſo,be ſatisfied from the Famous Denham's 
CharaQter, That he is Author of that 
Stamp.-' 1 hope ft wall not be thought Foreig 
to'my purpole, to tranſcribe part of chat Guy | 
which he writ on-this Adnurable Poets Death 
and- Burial amongſt theAncient Poets. The 
whole Copy deſerves. to be engraved in Braſs ; 
bur ſhall here tranſcribe only- what 1s to our 


_ purpoſe; (®) 
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As to his other Works in Engliſh, they cons 
fiſt both' of ' Verſe and” Proſe; amongſt which  - 
are his Love Verſes, call'd 7, he Miſtreſs; which © 3 
were fir{t'printed in oftavo- Loved. 1645 from 4 
a Corre& Copy written vp Author himſelf, | 
and fince hey" are printed in'Folio, with ſeve-* 
ral of his'6ther Pieces. Theſe Potms are high- + >» 

ly applauded by the generality of judicions \ 
Men, and notwithſtanding the nicefcruples'of - » 
fome;" 1r is an endeniabie 'Frith- which the 
knowing Writer of 'his' Life” lays':down; (9) 
* That never yet ſo/much was weirten oma Sub- 
© je ſo-Delitate, tha van leſs! offend the fe. 
k Foreſt rules of Morality. | 

- I dare not prefumeto ive 4 varticalt Cha: 
raQer of his' Works :-'t refore I ſhall' refer 
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84 An Account of the 
them tarthe large Account'of his Life, written 
by «the 'exat and 1ngenious Author above- 
mentioned, or to*the Readers own judgment. 
They conſilt of Miſcellanies, Anacreontiques, 
and P1ndariques; cor fome Copies of Verſes 
tranflated Paraphraftically out of Azacreon and 
Pindar : on the later he has writ Notes, as re- 
lete with Learning} as his Odes with Wit and 
Fancy, and: which moſt admirably explain the 
molt difficult and abftruſe Paſſages. © - 
Beſides theſe he haspubliſht an Epique Poem 


call'd Dawers, a Sacred Poem'of the'Troubles 


of David, mn Fout Books : tho' deſign'd by the 
Author to be continu'd and extended toTwelve; 
not for the Tribes fake; but in imitation of 
Prirgil” As 1t is a great grief to the Lovers of 
Poetry, that he liy'd not to finzſh the Work ; 
{o-'xis:the Option of 'an eminent Critick, (2) 
©T hay a$:1t may be lamented, that he carrie 

© not} an, the Work ſo'far as he deſign'd, ſo it 
* might he. wiſht- chat: he had liv'd to Reviſe 
© what he did leave us :-- I think the Troubles 
© of ; David 1s\neither Title nor Matter proper 
© for an Heroiek Poem; ſeeing it is rather the 
© Aftions than; his Sufferings, that make an 
©Herge : ' nor ca; 1t be: defended by Homer's 
Od, ficrs,fince Ulyſ/es's Sufferings conclude with 
*one great ang-perfect Attion.-- Yet notwith- 
{tanding, this judicious Author allows, * That 
*1n the Davideis. (Fragment and impertett as 
<4r 1s) there ſhines-ſomething of a more fine, 
© more tree, more new, and more noble azr, than 


(0) Mr, Rymer's Pref. to Ariftorle's Treatile of Preſ). : 
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© 2ppears 11 the, FHreruſalem of Taſſo, which. for 
rv Al hi earc, 1s ſcarce eee purg'd, from 
_ *Pedantry. And after all ſays, © That in.the 
£© Lyrick way however Cowley far exceeds him, 
;andall the reſk of the Tralians., ;/Tho' Jacobus 
Philippus T omaftnus, Laur. Craſſo, and other 
great: Men. give Tafſo an extraordinary, Gha- 
rater. Burt, tg rewrn to: our Authay, what- 
ever faults Mr;,Cow/ey may haye committed in 
the Qeconomy, of his Poem, (as Mr. Rymer 
\Teckons up.others) 11. 1t be conſiders,” That 
'* he, writ the greatelt part of 3t, (as the Ay- 
 ©thor of, his Tate obferves) ,whillt he was a 
j young Heodeny in. Trinity, Colledge, in Cam- 
bridge, and vithal reflet on the. vaſtneſs;of 
\© the, Argument, and his, manner of Handling 
Wy he hy. Tee nephdsxrag the PFs 
© there; adornsg ke a Boy attempir ah. 
[The reſt of his Verſes 444 | Ea 12. = Flea 
Occaſions, and for what: remains unſpa, fn 
1n his Second Volume, they are Verſes, wind 
- the made. when he was a Kings Scholar, an 
to, which he gave the Title of Sy/va.,' : 
\. As .to his Pieces 10 En liſh Proſe, they are 
Diſcourſes: by way. of Ellays, upan grave and 
ſerigus Subjeds; where .be- grves the. t 
and beſt Character 6f himſell, and his thoughts 
during his,Retirement, . Theſe, with ſeveral 
others which he-deſigu'd. to add ; he intended 
'had not, Death prevented him, to have dedica- 
ted to his old Patron: the Earl. of St. Albans, 
* As 2 Teſtimony of h1scntice Reſpects to bim; 
*and a kind;of Apology for having left hu- 
; mane Aﬀfairs 30 the ſtrength of his Age, while 
v0 pd hee FF3 the 
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8 An Atcoumof the 
©he' might ſtill have” been ſerviceable to his 
*Counrry.. But notwithſtanding his Death, his 
intentions are made good by his worthy Friend 
the careful Overſeer of his WU FTngh, who has 
paid ih this Legacy according to the will and 
tention of the deceaſed 'Teſtator. _ 
is Latine Works contain the two former 
Books of his Daviders ; a Latihe Comedy call'd 
Nianfr aghum Joculafs, Which was afted before 
_ the Untyerſity of Cambrigze by the Members of 
Trtity Colledge, the ſecond day of February 
1638 arid his Premark Latina printed ih ofta- 
vo 1668. conſiſting of Six Books' F Plants, 
and One bf MiſcManies 7 of-whaſ, ſeveral 
Charadter, you will indan accotint in his Life.: 
where you may likewife find a deſcription of 
his Temper, Convetfatron, G4. 'whith Would 
, Fwellthss Volume beyvnid its deſign'd;Bilk, to 
refate: *AIF that 1 fhall acquaint you farther 
with ts, that this belf of "Poets, that'ever our 
Nation produc'd, ati! x Man'of f6%$ecHent a 
Temper; in the Opinion” of King Charles the 
Second, that he Was pleas'd to ſay of him! upon 


. 


_ the news of his death, tharc Mr. Cowky had 


2 5 wot If! a better Man behind tim in Fi and. | 
- , THifExcellent Man Tay, Died after 4 Fort- 
nights Sidneſs, of a" Stopps in 6 Breaſt 

an Thivas Kcompanied with a violent De- 

ron. He was Buried'at Ye/tmiyter Abby, 


_ Hear 'Two of our moſt” eminent Engliſh Bards, 
Chancer, and Spencer ; his Corps being attend- 
ed with a numerous Train of Perſons of the 
moſteminent Rank, both for Birth and Virtue, 
'The late Duke of Buckingham his Noble Friend 
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We. 
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and Patron, has exefed.a Magnificent Monu- 
ment over his Aſhes in teſtimony of his AF- 
tetion ; whoſe Sculpture yau. may ſee at the 
beginning 'of his Second Volume. Tho' I take 
it for granted that every Loyer of Poetry hath 
the Works of this Worthy . Ornament of our 
Nation ; (ſince 1n my weak judgment, what 
was {aid of d 'Urffe's Aftrea, by the great Car- 
dinal Rich/ieu, may more truly be ſaid'of tour 
Authors Works, That he was, not fit to be ad- 
mitted into the. Academy, 'who' had not. been 
before well read in Ares :) yet fince his Epi- 
taph may prove an Embell:ſhment to this 
Work, I ſhall tranſcribe at, _, : 
ABRAHAMUS COWLETUS, 
—— Pindarus; Flaccus, Maro, 
Delicie, Decus, Deſiderium Avi ſur, 
| Hic juxta ſitus. eff. * 


Aurea dum voltant late tua ſcriffa per orbems L 


Et Fam4 eternim vivis Drome Poteta,  * 
Hic placidh jateas requie, Chſtodiat urnam - 
'" Cana fides vie Rurfwe pereates lampade Muſe ; 
' Sit ſacer ifte Locus, Nec quis temerariees anjit 
- Sacrilegi turbare munu Yenterabile B ufturs.* 
 Intaf#r maneant, maneant per ſetuld Diris 
-* COULEH —_ ——_— immobile ſaxim. 
pe a fa $344k" Avg | N | _ 
otumg; ſnum apud Poſtcros ſatFatum eſſe vehutt, 
PUN pe, Fa Ve po marmor-- 
GEORGIUS DUX BUCKINGHAMLE. 
Exceffit 6 vita An. Ht. 4.9. & honorifica pomp 
elatus ex L/Ad. Buckinghamianis, viris r- 
bus omnium Ord. exſequias celibrantibusſepultnus 
et ate 3*. M. Aug. AD. 1667» I 
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FE, 88 fn Actount of 'the 
'Y | ' T forgot to acquaznt the Reader, that'there 
Have been two Pieces falfly aſcrib'd to this Au- 
| thor, One a Poem call'd The 7ron Ape, which 
.-- was publiſht during our Authors relidence in 
*' © -FFance, on which he; himſelf has ſharply re- 
Aleed at the Entrance of his Preface to his 
Works: The other Poem 1s father'd upon him 
by Mr. Phillips and Mr: Wmftanky, which they 
call mionins and Mellida, which in truth 1s 
not a Poem, but a Playin Two Parts, written 
by John' Marſton. - Tho? Lean give no Account 
how Mr. Ph:Uips fell into this miſtake, 'yet I 
know very well, that the little Poem he ſpeaks 
of (4) 15 call'd Conflantia and Philetus, As for 
Mr. #1iftantey, he like blind Bayard boldly fol- 
lows the former at\a venture; but he may 
by this, learn the truth of. that old Praverb; 
Mak Cori malum ovum, Like Carpenter, like 
Chips. There 1s an Ode written by Mr. Cowley 
for her Majeity, Queen to King Charlesthe 
Firlk, printed 1n \the begining of Mr. 7ate's 
 Colleftinn of Poems on ſeveral Occafions,prin- 
ted.zn otavo, Lond. 1685. There was a New 
Edition: of his Works with a Table, and the 
Verſes that were made. on his Death, by the 
| Witg of the Age, printed in Fol. Lond. 1688. 
| I ſhall cloſe all with the Commendation given 
him by Mr. Z9#/yn, in his Imitation of: Ovid's 
"Elegy ad Invides. (Yi 
S$Þ hong ſhall Cowley be aamir'd above 
_. The Croud, as David's Troables pity move,” - 
* Till Woman ceaſe to charms, and Touth to loye. 


. - (a) Meders Poetss py (1) Twte's Colleftion of Peems.p.49, 
C :- K ober 
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Robert Cox. 


' An Excellent Comedian: that liv'd in the 
Reign of King Char/es the Firſt, One, who 
when the Ring-leaders of the Rebelhon, and. 
Reformers of the Nation ſuppreſt the Stage, 
betook himſelf to making Drolls or Farces ; 
ſuch as were Axon and Diana; Ocnone, with 
the Humours of Bumkin ; FHobbinal ; Singing 
Simkin ; and Simp/eton the Smith ; which un- 
der the Colour of Rope-dancing,- were allow'd 
to be atted at the: Red-Pult Play-houſe by 
ſtealth, and the: connivance of thoſe ſtraight 
lac'd-Governors. | 'Theſe Parts he uſually atted 
—— and ſo qmpentys that oxce. ater he had 
play'd ' Young: S1mpleton at a Country Fair, 2 
ra Garry theſe parts, who Gow, him ach, 
came'to him, .and offer'd to:take him: as his 
Journey-man, and to allow him 'Twelve-pence 
a Week more than the reſt. | ar i 
, » Nor was 1t in'Zondononly, but in the Uni- 
verſity likewiſe, that our Actor:was applayted: 
inſomuch ' thata Paetical Butler took ſuch 2 


lent of this Chip of Pernaſſus, have fer down 
as follows}; > LOUT £ ) e £17” YH 2 

' Courteous Speitators, we are your :Relators, \ 
Neither T ylers, nor Slators, nor your Vexatorg: 
But ſuchas will tre. to pleaſe; willyou:fit at 
$'- pour Eaſe, And 
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And ſpeak ſuch words as may be ſpoken 
— rh pcs be ben Oe. 


Theſe, Drolls were printed in quarto Lond. = 
1656. Second Edition, bur firſt printed by 7 ho. 
Newcomb for the uſe of the Author. They 
are fince printed in a Colletion of Drolls, 
call'd Spar? upon Sport, for Kirkman, in octavo | 
Lond. 1673. | 

John Crown. 

APerfon now living, who:has attempted all 
ſorrs of Dramatick Poetry, 'with different ſuc- 
ceſs. If I may be allow'd to ſpeak my Senti- 
ments, I'think his Genius ſeems fitte{Pfor Co- 
medy ; tho! poſlibly his Tragedies are no. ways 
contemptible ; of all which, in my weak judg- 
ment, his Deftrudtion of Jeruſalem ſeems the 
beſt. ;-He has written Fifteen: Plays, 'of which 

_ Alphabernically, [86:4 + PT 89 
-.1« Anaromache, a'T ragedy adted at the Duke's 
Theatre, and/printed in 'quarto Lond.: 1675. 
This Play Mr. Crown claimsno farther ſhare 
2n, than the turning it znto_ Profe, It 'bearig 
*ranſlated from the Freneh'of Monſieur Racine, 
by a young Gentleman, who had a great eſteen 
tor all Frenth Plays, and particularly for this; 
but whoſe Genius m VYerſe,-zr ſeetds was not 
very fortunate, © In'a word, Mr.:Crown has 
written an Epiſtle to clear himſelf ofthe Scan- 
dal (as he terms 1t) of ſo poor a Tranſlation. 
This Play tho well eſteemidun the +5. 05 —4_ 
not its expected ſucceſs on our Englith Stage. 
*» The French Author has followed:Z7rgz = 
Ro, | ; ; * NIG 
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*his Story. See Lib. 3. He tranſcribes the Paſ- 
ſage begining - bes abimus 
Littaragne Epiri Cp INS, portugne 
Chaoninh celſum Yuthrot: af, ae urberm, 
And then gkipping ſeven Verſes which' relate 
to her Marriage wuh AZeHers, he ends with 
the death, of Zyr Thus "of Oreftes at the Altar of 
*Apoalls, or as {othe would haye it, One: which 
he erefed in metnory of his Father Achiltes. 
>The Pura! has followed Euripides his ArSog- 
we "the Charatter of Ze; Mont, and her 
i aus inſpgrts "but in that of fudromache, 
facher chuſes to. thew 'her on the tage, 2s 
[the Widow of HetFor, chin? hus, md fol- 
licirous | To reſerve the Life o * Atywnax. nn 
Us - 7 "this beint tenformable co the ge 
Jal, Idea which People pkich= He Lopel Fever 
itiogs State 


"a he £dY ated ar the © boot inf port? yl, by 
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it met not with the Ev. Fi 'which fo 


lethought 1 it deſ Fknow notewhit'An- 
the Ip ee has folto hetiee he 


thor w-d, or W 

ors Ws his is lor: *but I fv) 45 Fowg 
1trous Stateſman, he 'mean$”; eroat 

nac the. {our Comte ;, and 'Con- 


ſtable of Framee in the Reig gn. Kitlp Charts 
the Sixth, My Reaſon' for - CHITIE 1s, 
that he ſpeaks of Zemy the F 

.n France, which was in | 0 the tine of charKing 
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Thoſe Authors who have treated of his Reign, 
are 7. de Laboureur, Hiſt. de Ch. V1. Enguerand 

& Mmmſtrelet Chron. F- Froiſſard. Chron. de Fr. 


& Angleterre. Memoires de Mart. du Bebey, p 


"Fenn Prucual des Urſins Hit. de Ch FI 
es, MHezeray, &c. to which refer the 
' Reader for better ſatisfaQtion. 


Califto,. or The Chaſt Nymph ; 1 Maſque: at 


Cones, frequently preſented. there by Perſons 
great. Quality, with the Prologue, and the 
bd berween the Ads: printed in quarto 
Lond. 1675. 15 5od, dedicated to her Highneſs 
the Lady.MHary, Eldeſt Daughter of his Roy: [ 
Highaele the” pf This Maſque was wit 
at. the Commapd of her preſent Majeſty : and 
wa rehearſed JNEAL Thirty times, a all 't ER2- 
Earot being folloy' d by th cone þ 
Quahty, and. ver Treo 
ith Bet Mes ayd Royat h- 
wes Peron The Pla Was alef'y b "rhe 
* Pol what tt end: at * firſt; 
of. the, fiſt defi may þ oy wt by 
written in jen. indarick way : that 
as ber alter'd being in Heroick Verſe. 
fou nded on Aa "Story in Ovid's Me. 
4 lee Lth, - 2.1 Fab. dx) 0.:: 
Wh: the Eighth 6 "France, ot 7; he ' Ziyk- 
Naples by thy French, a Hiſtory wriz in 
ee &, ated ar his Highoeſs © e Duke 


heatre printed 10 quarto. Zend. 

a Es jos Ton he Righ aolirikls 
Jo, Earl of, Racheſter.-. "This Pla ay notwith- 
te a fin Ta of his Lordſhip,” could 

ape: his Raylery Þor13 1n his Toto 
© 


- 


F 
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of Rofteas's third Satyr he-brings in Mr.Chown 
as follows ; (*) TOE 


Kickum for Crown declar'd ; ſaid, in Romance, | 
He had out-done. the very Wits of France.” 


Htneſs Pandion, and his Charles the Eight; © 


Hhere a young Monarch, careleſs of his, Faze, 
T ho foreign Troops and Rebels ſhock hes State, 
Complams another /ight afflitts hin more. 
(v:3.) (*) The Queens Galleys rowing from. 
"the Shore, | bar 62 
Fitting their Oars and Tackling to be gone-- 
Whilſt ſporting Waves {m?l'd on the riling 
Sun. | | 
Wave: ſmiling on the Sun ! I'm ſure that's new, 
And twas well thought on. give theDevil bis due. 


For the Plot of this Play, as far as it con- 
cerns Hiſtory, conſult thoſe who have written 
the Aﬀairs of Charles VII. as Philip de Com- 
mines's Memoires, Rober tus Gaguinus Rer. Gal. 
Annal. Guillaume de Faligny Hift. de Ch. VTIT. 
F. de Belteforeft T Hiſt. de neuf Roys Charles 
de France, Andre de la Yigne, CGnicciardine, 
Mezeray, &c. | 

City Politiques, a Comedy ated by his Ma- 
jellies Servants ; prints arto Lond. 1683. 
Thais Play (whach I have ſeen ated with Ap- 

lauſe) 3s a ſevere Satyr upon the Whiggith 
Fadtion: but tho” the Author was accus/d for 
abuſing an Eminent Serjeant at Law, and his 
Wafe, under the Characters of ZBartolme, and 


Lucida, and a certain Door undet the Name 


of Pancby, yet he has ſuffciently clear'd him- 


({) Kocheſter's Pocmsy Þ. 109. (1) S:e the Play, p. 16. - 


ſelf 


—*S 


# 


_- 
4 
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{elf in his Epiſtle to the Reader, to which I 
refer you. | EK, . 
Country Wit, a Comedy adted at the Duke's' 
Theatre, printed in. quarto Lond. 1675, and 
dedicated to the Right Honourable Char/es 
Earl of Middleſex. This Comedy 1s. of that 
Kind, which the French call Zaf/e Comedic, or 
Low Comeay, one degree remov'd from Farce. 
This Play, notwithſtanding the Faction againſt 
It, paſs'd the Teſt, and was approv'd' by his 
Majeſty King Charles the Second, whom the 
judicious part of Mankind will readily acknow- 
edge to be a ſovereign Judge of Wit. , Part of 
'the deſign 1s borrow'd from a Comedy of Mol. 
liere's calld Le Sicilien, ou F Amour Pemtre ; 
and I' muſt take the freedome to tell our Eng- 
liſh Author, that part of the.Language, as well 
as the Plot 1s {tollen from that Play. Witneſs 
Rambles turning Piftuce-drawer to gain an Op- 
portunity to diſcourſe Betty Friſqne ; which 
the Reader may be pleaſed to. compare with 
the Tatrigue between Aaraite, and Zfidore Att. 
x. Sc. Io. x. beſides other places. I ſhall 
leave 1t to thoſe, who underſtand French, to 
Judge whether our Author has put in praQtice 
the Rule which hggas laid down in his Epiſtle” 
to the Deſtrud7ion of Jeruſalem ; That all For- 
reign Coun mult be melted down, and receiye 
a new Stamp, 1t not addition of Mettal, before 
it will paſs currant in Zng/and, and be judged” 
Sterling. 2x OR Ss 
Darms Ring of Perſia; a Tragedy ated by 
their Majeſties Servants, printed 1n. quarto' 
Lond.1688. and dedicated to Sr.-George Hewyr? 
| | Ba- 
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Baronet, One of the Lieutenants of his Ma- 
jclties Horſe-Guard. If I miſtake not the Au. 
thor has copyed, or at leaſt imitated Euripides 
his Fippolitus, and Phedra, in ghe Characters 
of Memmon and Harzana. For the Plot as far 
as It concerns Darius, I have already men- 
tion'd in the Account of the Earl of Ster/me, 
' Pap. 4+ as Qu, Cnrtins, Juſtin, &c. 

Deftruttion of Feruſalem by T itns FYeſpaſian, 
in Two Parts; ated at the Theatre Royal ; 
' printed in quarto Zoxd. 1677. and dedicated 
to her Grace the Dutcheſs of Por:ſmonth. Theſe 
Tragedies are written in Heroick Verſe, and 
were acted with good Applauſe. As to the Au- 
thors CharaQer of Phraartes, I leave it to the 
Criticks, and refer the Reader to his Epiſtle 
for ſatisfaction. The Hiſtorical part of theſe 
Plays, may be read at large 1n Zoſephus de Bello 

ico. Other Authors have likewiſe toucht 
upon it: as Baronins Anal. 7 om. 1. A.C. 72. 
uſebius I. 3. c.6. Xiphilmus Epitome Hiſt. 
Dion. in Vit. Yeſpaſiani, Suetonius Lite of T. 
Feſpaſ. Tacitus Hiſt. |. 5. &c. 

£96/1/P Friar, or The Town Sparks; a Co- 
medy acted by their Majeſties Servants, prin- 
ted in quarto Zond.-1690. and dedicated to the 
Rage Honourable H::am Earl os Devonſhire. 
What Succeſs thas Play met with, the objecti- 
ons againſt it, and the Authors defence , the 
Preface will inform you. 

Flenry the Sixth the Firſt Part, with the 
Death of the Duke of G/ouceſter ; a Tragedy 
acted at the Duke's Theatre, printed in quarto 


Lond. 1681, and dedicated to Sr. Charles Sidley, 
| This 
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This Play is (if 1 miſtake not) very much bor. 
Tow'd- from the Second Part of Shakeſpear's 
Henry the Sixth ; tho' Mr. Crown with a little 
too much afſumnce affirms, that he has no Ti- 
tle ro the Fortieth part of it. This Play was 
oppos d by the Popiſh FaCtion, who by their 
Power at Court got it {uppreſt : however it was 
well recetv'd by the Reſt of the Audience. 
Henry the Sixth the Second Part, or the 
Miſery of Civil-War ; a Tragedy aQted at the 
Duke's Theatre, printed in quarto Loxud.168r. 
| Part of this Play likewiſe 1s borrow'd from 
Shakeſpear. For the Plot read the Chronicles 
of thoſe Times, writ by Grafton, Holling ſhead, 
Truſiel, Martin, Stow,Speed, Biondi,Du Cheſne,&c. 
Fuliana, or The Prmceſs of: Poland ; a Tragi- 
Comedy acted at his Royal Highneſs the Duke 
of Zort's Theatre: prifted in quarto Lond. 
1671. and dedicatcd to the Right Honourable 
Roger Earl of Orrery. "This was the firlt Play 
. this Author writ, which if it be not ſo well 
nn'd as ſeveral of his later ProduQons , 
1t does but -yerity his own Obſervation, (*) 
©That there are few Authors but have had 
© thoſe {lips from their Prune, which their riper 
 ©Thoughts either were, or at lcalt had reaſon 
©to be aſham'd of, 
Sr. Courtly Nice, or 7t cannot be, a Comedy 
acted by his Majeſties Servants, printed in 
uarto Lond. 1685. anddedicated to his Grace 
the Duke of Ormond. This Play was written 
at'the Command of his late Majeſty K. Charles 
the Second, who gave Mr. Crown a Spaniſh Play 


; * (u) Bpillle Dedicarorye 


F 


No 
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No pued eſer : or 7t cannot be ; out of which 
he took part of the Name, and Deſign of this. 
'This Comedy, or at lealt the Plot, as far as re- 
lates to the Spaniſh Plot, has formerly appear'd 
on the Stage,under the Title of Tarugo's Wiles. 
Sr. Courtly's Song of Stop T bref, is a Paraphraſe 
of Maſearille's Au Yolur in Molliere's Les pre- 
cieuſes Ridicules, "This Play is accounted an 
excellent Comedy, and has®becn frequently 
acted with good Applaule, 4 
Thyeſtes, a Tragedy acted at the Theatre 
Royal by their Majeſties Servants; printed in 
uarto Zond, 1681. 'The Plot of-this Play is 
Fade on Senece's 7 hyeſtes, and ſeems to be 
an Imitation of that Play, I know not whe- 
ther our. Author ever ſaw the Italian Play on 
this Subje&, written by Ladowcus Dulers , 
which is commended by Delro ; or the French 
Tragedies of Roland Hri/fet, and Benoift Bau- 
duyn : but I doubt not but this Play may vie 
with either of them: at leaſt the French Plays, 
which 1n the Opinion of ſome are very mean. 
I know nothing elle of our Authors writing, 
except that Romance aboyc-mention'd, which 
[ acever law. 


D. 
John DANCER, a/zas Dauxcr. 


N Author of whoſe place of Nativity, or 
< A other paſlages of Lite I am able to p: ve no 
Account, All I kgow of ham 1s, that he liv'd ” 

G rae 
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the Reign of King Char/cs the Second; and 
that his Tranſlations ſhew him well vers'd in 
the French,and Italian Tongue. He has oblig'd 
us with Three Dramatick Plays, tranſlated 
from+*the. Originals of three Eminent Poets , 
viz. T aſſo, Corneille, and Quinault. 

*Apgrippa King of Alba, or 7 he Falſe Tibermas, 
a Jag or yore in Heroick Verſe; ſeveral 
times afted with great Applauſe, before his 
Grace the Duke of Ormond, then Lord Lieu- 
tenant of Jreland, at the Theatre Royal in 
Dublm ; printed in quarto Lond. 16775. and 
dedicated to the Right Honourable the Lady 
eMary Cavendiſh, Daughter to the Duke of Or- 
90nd. This Play 1s tramilated from the French 
of Monſieur Qumault, an Author well known 
amongſt thoſe that are converſant -in French 

Poetry, ſeveral of whoſe Pieces have appear'd 
on the Engliſh Stage; as La Genereuſe [ngra- 
titude ; L' Amant {ndiſcret ; Le Fantoſme amou- 
reax ; &c. I know not whether this Tranſla- 
ton be equal to the Original, having never 
{cen the later; neither can I give any account 
of the Plot, which I take to be fictitious. 

Aminta, a Paſtoral printed in oftavo Lond. 
16Go. and dedicated to his much Honoured and 
truly Noble Friend Mr, R. Þ, Who 15 meant 
by thoſe Letters: IT will not be fo bold as to con- 
jecture, becauſe our Author has conceal'd his 
Patrons Name in obedience to his Commands. 
This Play, 1s a Tranſlation of that famous 
Piece writ by that celebrated Wit, Signior 7or- 
guato T aſſo, born at Sorrento, bred up at Padua, 
and the Fayourite of Charks IX. - of France. 

| - 27 He 
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He was (as I _ ſay) the Father of Paſtorals; 
being the firſt that rransferr'd them from the 
Eclogue, to Dramatick Poetry : and his Amma 
is eſteem'd by Forreigners, a Maſter-piece of 
Paſtoral Comedy : and has been tranſlated into 
the French, Spaniſh, Engliſh, German and 
Dutch Tongues. This was the Pattern which 
the admired G#ar;m propos'd for his Imita- 
tion, when he writ // PaZtor fido ; andour Au- 
thor has ſince endeavour'd to imitate his ex- 
cellent Tranſlator, the Lord Embafiador Fan- 
ſhaw. If 1t be objeQted by ſome that this Tran- 
{lation of 7af/o, 1s far ſhort of that of Gauarin ; 
we may however with juſtice affirm, that at 
leaſt this Tranſlation exceeds 7hat printed in 

1628, if we allow ſome conſideration for his 
being clog'd with Rhume, which forces him 
more upon Paraphraſe, and withal that it was 
his firſt attempt to Poetry. Wath this Play, 
are printed ſeveral Poems on different Subjedts, 
amongſt which are Love Verſes, which ſeem 
as if they were writ 1n imitation of Mr. Cow- 
tey's Miſtriſs. 

& Nicomede, a Tragi-Comedy, acted at the 
Theatre Royal in Dublin; printed in quarto 
Lond.1671.and dedicated to the Right Honour- 
able 7 homas Earl of Offory. This Play 1s tran- 
ſlated from the French Original of Monſieur 
Th. Cornetlle, and is One of thoſe Pieces which 
he hamſelt moſt valu'd. There are a great many 
Beauties 1n it which he enumerates 3n the Ea- 
men. He ſays the Story is taken from the 
Fourth Book of Fuftin, tho' I fuppole this is 
an Errata of the Preſs, the Story being in = 

G3 a 
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laſt Chapter of the Thirty-fourth Book. 

He writ beſides theſe, ſeveral other Pieces ; 
as a Romance call'd the Engliſh Lovers, printed 
in otavo Lond.---- which however commend- 
ed by Mr. #mſtanky, the Contrivance 13 
due ro Heywod's Play call'd The Fair Maid 
of the Weſt in 'Two' Parts: from whence our 
Author borrow'd the Story. Two other Pieces 
are mention'd by Mr. #"Tn/tan/ey, viz. A Com: 
pleat Hiſtory of the tate Times, and a Chronicle 

of the Kingdome of Portugal: neither.of which 


I have ever ſeen. 
Samuel Daxter E/q; 


AGentleman living in the Reigns of Queen 
#lrzabeth, and King Fames the Firſt: and One, 
whote Memory will ever be freſh in the minds 
_ of thoſe who favour. Hiſtory, or Poetry. He 
was born near 7 aunton in Sorzerſet-ſhire, and 
at Nineteen years. of Age, 1n the year 1581. 
he was'cnterd Commoner of St. Mary Mag- 
dalen Hall in Oxford : and after having three 
vears exercifed himſelf in Hiſtory, and Poetry, 
he lefr the Univerſity. His own Merit, added 
tothe Recommendation of his Brother 1n Law, 
the Reſolute John Florio (lo well known for 
his Italian Dictionary) prefer'd him to the 
Knowledge of Queen Ann; who was pleaſed 
to confer on him the Honour of being One of 
the Grooms of her moſt Honourable Privy- 
Chamber : which enabled him to rent aGarden- 
houſe near Zondon, where in private he com- 


pos'd molt of his Dramatick Pieces, Ar laſt 
£ ED being 


Dy amatick Poets. IoT 


being weary of the world, he retir'd into Fit 
ſhire ; where he rented a Farm near the De- 
viſes, according to Dr. Fuller, (*) tho' Mr- 
Wood (Þ) fays that his retreat was toBeckington, 
near Phillips-Norton 110 Somerſet-ſhire, where 
he Died in October 1619. being about Four. 
{core years of Age, and was Buried in the ſame 
Pariſh-Church, where a Monument was erefed 
at the ſole Bounty of the Lady Ann Chyfard, 
Heireſs of George Earl of Cumberland, and af- 
terwards Counteſs: of Pembroke, Dorſet, and 
Montgomery, whoſe Tutor he was. 
Having given this Account of his Life, I 
am now to ſpeak ſomewhat of his Writings ; 
and it being at preſent my Subje&, I ſhall ſpeak 
firſt of his Dramatick Pieces, which confiſt 
of Two Paſtorals; Two Tragedies; and a 
Maſque, vis. - ml 
Cleopatra, a Tragedy printed in quarto Zong. 
1623. and dedicated to the Right Honourable 


the Lady «Mary Counteſs of Pembroke, by a\ 


- Copy of Verſes written in Stanzas of Eight 
Lines, which the Italians (from whence we 
took the Meaſure) call Ortava Rima. This 
Play was firſt printed in oQavo Lond. +6++: 


but this later Copy infingtly differs from the. 
. former, and far exceeds it ; the Language' be- . 


ing not only corre&ted, but it having another 
advantage 1n the Opinion of a Modern Poet,(<) 
ſince that which 1s only dully recited 1n the 
frſt Edition, 1s in the laſt repreſented. For 
the Foundation of the Story, conſult P/ararch 


(a) Fuller's warthies. Sonerſer-ſhire, Þ. 28. (b) Antiq. 
Ox04, po 334» (c) Mr, Crown"i Epiſtle ro 44dramache. 
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1n the Lives of P, ,and Anthony, Florus,hb. 
4. C. 11. Appian 4 cls prong Lib.s. and 
a new Book tranſlated out of French by Mr. 
Otway, in oftavo Loud.r686. call'd 7 he Hiſtory 
of the T hree Triumvuirates, where the Story 1s 
related at large. 

Hymen's Triumph, a Paſtoral Tragi-Comedy, 
Preſented at the Queens Court in the Srand, 
2t her Majeſties Magnificent Entertainment 
of the Kings moſt Excellent Majeſty, being at 
the Nuptials of the Lord Roxborough, printed 
in quarto Lond. 1623. and dedicated by a Copy 
of Verſes to the moſt Excellent Majeſty of x £4 
Higheſt-born Princeſs Ann of Denmark,Queen 
of Enzland, &c. This Play 1s not printed 1n 
che Octavo Editon. "Tis introduc'd by a pret- 
ty contriv'd Prologue; Hymen being oppos'd 
by Aearie, Eny, and Jealouſy, the Piſturbers 
6t quiet Marriage. | 

Phlotas; his Tragedy,printed in quarto Lond. 
14623. and dedicated to the Prince afterwards 
King- Charles the Firſt. Both this Play, and 
Cleopatra were much efteem'd in their time ; 
they areboth written with the Chorus between 
each Aft; according to the manner of the An- 
cients. This Play mdeed found ſome Enemies, 
not on the ſcore of the Wit, or Condutt of the 
Defign ; but becauſe 1t was reported, that un- 
der the Character of Phz/otas, that Great but 
Unfortunate Favourite of Queen Elzabeth 
Robert d Eureux Earlof Efſex was portrayed : 
but the Author 1n his Apology at the End of 
the Play has ſufficiently clear'd himſelf from 
that zmputation. 'Fhis was the firſt Play that 


our 
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our Author writ; as for the Plot it is founded 
on Hiſtory. See 2. Curtius, hb. 6. c. 7. - Fuſtin, 
(ib. 12. c. 5. Plut. in Vit. Alex. Arrian, &Cc. 
Queens Arcadia, a Paſtoral Tragi-Comedy, 
preſented to her Majeſty and her Ladies, by 
the Univerſity of Oxferd in Chriſt-Church, in 
Aug. 1605: printed in quarto Lond. 1623, and 
dedicated by a Copy of Verſes, to the_ Queens 
molt Excellent Majeſty. Whether the-Scene 
(+) between Carmus and Amintas the L.oyers 
of Cloris be borrow'd from any ancient Poet, 
I know not, but ſure I am that in Monſieut 
| Qumanlt's La Comeaie ſans Comedie there is a 
Scene betwixt Filene and Daphnis 1n a, manner 
the ſame (*). As the Two next Scenes between 
theſe Shepherds, and. thewr Mrs. Clomrre,aet- 
attly reſemble the Scene ( *') betwixt the 
Swains, Damon and Alexis, and the inconſtane 
Nymph Laurimaa ; in Randolph's Amynias. + 
i/ion of the T welve Gaddelſes, preſented in a 
Maſque the Eighth of 7anuuary, at Fampton- 
Court, by the Queens moſt Excellent Majeity, 
and her Ladies, printed in 49. Loud. 1623. and 
dedicated to the Right Honourable the Lady 
Lucy, Counteſs of Bedford. This was prunted 
without the Authors leave, by the unmanner- 
ly preſumption of an indiſcreet Printer, with- 
out warrant; and ſo imperfe&, that the'Au- 
thor to prevent the prejudice, which both the 
Maſque, and the Invention ſuffer'd, publiſht it 
from his own Copy. HisDeſign under the ſhapes, 
and 1n the Perſons of Twelve Goddefles, was to 
preſent the Figure of thoſe Bleſſings, which 
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this Nation en yo in peace, under the happy : 


Reign of King James the Firſt: by Juno, wis 
repreſented Power; by Pallas Wildome and 
Detence ; or. 
All theſe Pieces are printed together in 4* 
Loud. 1622. under the Title of The Whole 
Works of Samuel Daniel Eſq; m Poetry, by 
which I ſuppoſe his other Poetical Works, 
which were printed with his Plays in ottavo 
Lond. 1611. are inſerted in this later Edition, 
tho' that Volume I have by me, want them. 
The Names of them are, An Epiſtle from Oa- 


' viath M. Anthony in Egypt ; dedicated to the. 


Lady Margarer Countets of Cumberland, and 


writ in O!tava Rima : Complaint of —_—_— 
4 


 inStanza's of Seven Lines. Muſophilys, con* 


taining a genera] Defence of all Learning, writ- 


ten Dialogue-wiſe, between Mnſophitus and 
Philecoſmus ; and dedicated to Sr. Fulk Grivel. 
A Funera] Poem upon the Death of the late 
Earl of Devonſhire: Delia, conttining Fifty 
Seven Love Sonnets. He writ beſtdes, an He- 
Tock Poem of the Civil Wars between the two 
Houſes of 7r+ and Lancaſter, in which he en- 
deavour'd to imitate Lucan's Pharſalia, and 
ſucceeded ſo well in the Opinion of Mr. Speed, 
that he is by him call'd the Engliſh Lucan. 
Theſe are all the Poems that our Author has 
—_ that cver I heard of: but however 
is Genus was qualified for Poetry, I take his 
Hiſtory of Zngland to be the Crown of all his 
Works: It was firſt printed about the year 
2613. and was dedicated to Queen Arn. It 
reaches trom the ſtate of Xrit:az under _ 
; rt 
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Romans, to the end of the Reign of King Ed. 
ward the Third, An. Dom: 1376. Of this Hi- 
ſtory a late Writer (e) has given this CharaQeer, 
fItis written with great Brevity and Politeneſs, 
*and hisPolitical and Moral RefleMons are very 
*ine, uſeful, and inſtruttive. Fohn Trufſel con- 
tinu'd this Hiſtory with the like Brevity and 
Truth, but not with -equal Elegance, till the 
cnd of the Reign of Richard IIT. AD. 1484- 

I have never ſeen any Copies made on the 
old Poets, but Mr. Danzel 15 therein mention'd 
with Honor. _ One Author (*) ſtiJes him in 2 
Copy on the 7 ime Poets, 

7 he Pithy Daniel, whoſe Salt Lines afford, 

' Awergbty Sentence meach httle Word. 
Another Author in a Copy cafl'd A Cenſure of 
the Poets (') fays thus; 

Among ſt theſe Sanwel Daniel, whom 7 
May ſpeak of, but tocenſare av deny. 

Only have heard ſome Wiſe men him rehearſe, 

To be too much Hiſtorian in Verſe ; [cloſe, 

His Rimes were ſmooth, his Meeters well did 

But yet his Matters better fitted Proſe. 

Having given you the Sence of the Poets of 
thoſe times, concerning this excellent Author, 
21ve me leave to tranſcribe an m__—_— Writ- 
ren in his Commendation by his Friend Mr. 
Charles Fitz-Geoffry (*), with which I ſhall 
conclude. 

Spenſerum /# guzs no/trum velit eſſe Maronem, 

7u Daniele mihr Naſo Brittannus eris. 


(2) Mr. Bobun's Tranſlation of Mr. heart's Meth, legendi. 
Hiſt, 85, p. 171. (h) Cho'ce Drollzry, 89, Lond. 1656. p+ 6. 
(G) Spertive Wirz 8%, p. 90, (k) Epigram, 82. 0x01 1691: 
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11 11hum potius Phxzbum velit efje Britanuum, 
TumDaniele jmihi tu Maro nefter ers, 
Nil Phzbo ulterins; fi guid foret zllud haberet 
Spenſerus, Phzbus zu Daniele fores. 
Qrppe logui Phzbus cuperet fi more Britanno, 
Hand ſczo quo poterat, nt velit ore fuo. 


Sr William Davexaxr. 
A Perſon ſufficiently known to all Lovers of 


Poerry,, and One whoſe Works will preſerve ' 
his Memory to Poſterity. He was Born in the 


_ City of Oxford, in the Pariſh of St. Martms, 


vulgarly call'd Carfax, near the End of Febru- 
ary in the year 16oy. and, was Chriſtned on 
the Third of March following. , He was the 
Mercurial Son of a Saturnine Father, ca bx. 
LD Avenant, a Vintner by Profeflion : who liv'd 
in the ſame Houſe, which 15 now known by 
the Sign of the Crown. He. was formerly of 
Zmcoln College, and inſtruted in Logick and 
Phylicks, by his Tutor Mr. Daniel Hough, Fel- 


Tow. of thar Society; tho' his Genius rather 


inchn'd him to walk in the more flowry Fields 
of Poetry, in which he made a Prodigious dif- 
covery : advancing even without any. Guide, 
but his own Wat, and Ingenuity, as far as the 
Herculean Pillars (1t any ſuch bounds are to 
be ſet) of Poetry. He was Poet Laureat to 
Two Kings, whole Memory will always be Sa- 
cred to all good, loyal, and witty Men ; I mean 
King Charles the Furlt, the Martyr for, and 
King Charles the Second, the Reſtorer of the 
Proteſtant Religion, according to the (wack, 
| Q 


Dramatick Poets. 07 


of England. During this Honour, of which 
his Wat and Parts render'd him Worthy, he 
writ (as I ſuppoſe) his Dramatick Pieces, of 
which I ſhall give 1ome Account. 

To ſpeak of them in general, I need only 
ſay, that moſt of them have appear'd on the 
Stage with good applauſe, and been recetv'd 
with like ſucceſs in Print: the greateſt part 
publiſht in the Authors Life time in Quarto, 
and all ſince his Death collected into one Vo- 
lume, with his other Works, printed in Folio 
Lond. 1673. and dedicated by his Widow to 
his Royal Highneſs, the late King James. 

Albovine King of the Lombards his Trageay, 
printed firſt in quarto, and dedicated to the 
Right Honourable the Duke of Somerſet. This 
Play 1s commended by Eight Copies of Verſes. 
For the Deſign, 1t 1s founded on Hiſtory. You 
may read the Story 1n teveral Hiſtorians : See 
Paulus Diaconns de Geftis Langobardorum, lib.2.. 
c. 28. Gregorims Epiſc. Turonenſis Hiſt. Fran- 
corum, l1b.2. c.28. Heylin's Coſmography, Part 1. 
Book 1. p. 57. This Story 1s likewiſe related 
at large 1n a Novel by ZBande//o, which is tran- 
ſlated by Beleforeſt; See Hiſtoires Tragiques 
Tome 4. Nov. 19. | 

Crue Brother , a Tragedy printed firſt in 
quarto/ and dedicated to the Right Honour- 
able the Lord //efton, Lord High Treaſurer 
of England. | 

Diftrefſes, a Tragi-Comedy printed n folio, 
L ond. 1673. 

© Firſt-days Entertainment at Rutland-houſe, 
by Declamation, and Mulick, after the manner | 


oof 


; 


art I 
* "IL J ad A "oY 
W x > <Þ 6 

Ag *- + mills os. 


bo 
i 
7 
WT 
| " 
® 
ff 
.E 
ET 
4: 
% i 
F. F 
HF 5 
-M- 
+ 
£ þ 
» 3 
5 
Y, 
0 2 
Fi 
£3 
5 - bp" 
W-+ 5 
NY 
Fo i 
. 4 
bw 's- 
>2 2 
3 R 
1 
EF. 
& 
F 
© 


F \ ” 


( 
108 An Account of the 
*of the Ancients. The ſubjeQ of the former of 
theſe Declamations 1s concerning Publick En- 
tertainment by Moral Repreſentations ; the D1- 
{iputants being Drogenes the Cynick, and Ari/to- 
þhanes the Poet. © The later Diſpute 1s between 
a Part/tan, and 2 Londoner, who declaim con- 
cerning the Preheminence of Parts and London. 
The Vocal and Inſtrumental Muſick was com- 
pos'd by Dr. Charles Coleman, Capt. Henry Cook, 
Mr. Henry Laws, and Mr. George Hudſon. 

Fair Moni: a Tragi-Comedy printed 1n 
Folto, 1673. 

Ju#t Ttalian, a Tragi-Comedy printed firſt 
in quarto, and dedicated to the Right Honour- 
able the Earl of Dorſet, and commended by 
the Verſes of his Friends, Mr./i/lam Fophimns, 
and Mr. Thomas Carew. 

Law azainſt Lovers, a Tragi-Comedy made 
v7 of two Plays written by Mr. Shakeſpear, v:2. 
Hleaſure for Meaſure, and Much Ado about No- 
rhing. "Cho' not only the Charatters, but the 
1.anguage of the whole Play almoſt, be bor- 
row d from Shakeſpear - yet where the Lan- 
guage 1s rough or obſolete, our Author has 
taken care to poliſh it: as togive, inſtead of 
many, one Inſtance. Shakeſpear's Duke of /7- 
ena lays thus ('); : Oy | 
— 7 love the People ; 

Put ds not like to Staze me to their Eyes : 

{ hough it an well, 7 do not reliſh well 

4 heir loud Applauſe, and Aves vehement - + 
Nor do 4 think the Man of ſafe diſcretion, 
That does affett it. | 


(1) Meaſme {or Meaſure, AR. 1, Sc, 1, 
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In Sr. William's Play the Duke ſpeaks as 


follows (®) ; 
= T love the People ; 
But would not on the Stage ſalute the Croud 
{ never rehſht their _— j nor think 
The Prince has true diſc 


crerion who affetts it. 
For the Plot, I refer you to the abovemention'd 
Plays, in the Account'of Shakeſpear. 
 J£ove and Honour, a Tragi-Comedy which I 

have ſeveral times ſeen acted with good ap- 
plauſe ; firſt at the Play-houte 1n Zmmcolns-[nm- 
#Telds, and fince at the Theatre in Dorſer-Gar- 
den. This was firſt printed 1n quarto. 

Man's the «Maſter, a Comedy which I think 
T have ſeen acted at, the Duke's Houle; how- 
ever I am ſure the Deſign, and part of the Lan- 
guage 1s borrow'd from Scarron's Fodeler, ou Le 
Maiſtre valet ; and (as I remember) part from 
L' Heritier ridicule, a Comedy of the ſame 
Authors. 

Platonick Lovers, a Tragi-Comedy, which 
was firſt printed in oftavo with 7 he H7ts. 

Play-houſe to be Let. I know not under whax 
Specaes to place this Play, 1t conliſting of {eve. 
ral Pieces of different Kinds handſomely tacks 
. together, ſeyeral of . which the Author writ 11 
the Times of O/rver, and were adtted feparate- 
ly by ſtealrch ; as the Hiſtory of Sr. Francis Drake 
expreſt by Inſtrumental, and Vocal Mulick,and 
by Art of PerſpeCtive in Scenes, &c. The Cru- | 
city of the Spaniards in Per. Theſe two Pieces 
were firlt printed in quarto. They - make the 
third and fourth Adts of this Play. The ſecond 


(m) Law againſt Lovers, At 3, Se. 1, 


Act 
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A conſiſts of a French Farce, tranſlated from 
Molliere's Seanarelle,ou Le Cocu Imaginaire, and 
purpoſely by our Author put 1nto a fort of Jar- 

ou common to French-men newly come over. 
The fifth At conſiſts of 7razeate traveſtie, or 
the Attions of 'Ceſar Antony and Cleopatra in 
Verſe Burleſque. This Farce I have ſeen afted 
at the Theatre in Dorſet-garaen ſome years ago, 
at the end of that excellent _ y of Pompey, 
tranſlated by the incomparable Pen of the 
much admired Ormaa. 

Stege of Rhodes, 1n two Parts. Theſe Plays 
were likewiſe in the times of the Civil Wars, 
acted 1n Silo Recitatroo, and printed in quarto, 
but afterwards enlarged by the Author, and 
atted with applauſe at the Duke of 7yrt's The- 
atre1n Lincolce- Tun. Reels Ir 1s dedicated to 
the Right Honourable the Earl of Clarendon 

| Lord High Chancellor of ZX»g/and.. - For the 
Plot, as far as it 1s founded on Hiſtory, there 
are ſeveral Hiſtorians have writ of 1t in the 
Lite of So/yman the ſecond, who took this City 
in the year 1522. See 7 homas Ar tus Continua-. 
 tiondel Hiſtoire des Turcs. Giov.Bofio. L'{ftoria 

aclla Sacra Religione by Tiima Militia di San Gi0- 
vanni Gieroſolmmtano, lib. 29. Boiſſardi Teones 
& Hite Sultanorum Turcicorum, Oc. im Y/t. 
Solym. 2. Anoltes Hiltory of the Turks, gyc. 

Sege, a Tragi-Comedy. | 

News from Plimouth ; a Comedy formerly 
ated at the Ghbe with good tuccels, and was 
printed (as I believe) 1m quarto. 

Temple of Love, preſented by the Queens 
Majeſty, [Waite to King Char/es the Firit] _ 

: icr 
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her Ladies at #/2tehall : viz. The Lady Mar- 
queſs Hamilton; the Lady eMary Herbert ; 
Counteſs of Oxford; Berkſhire ; Carnaroan ; 
&c. The Lords, and others that repreſented 
the noble Per/tan Youths were, The Duke of 
L.enox ; the Earls of Newport ; Deſinmd ; bc. 
*'This Maſque (ſays the Author) for the new- 
© neſs of the Invention, variety of Scenes, Ap- 
© paritions, and richneſs of Habits, was gene- 
* rally approv'd to be one of the moſt Magnifi- 
*cent that hath been done 1n Zngland. 
Triumphs of the Prince d'Amonr, a Maſque 
preſented by his Highneſs at his Pallace 1n t 
Middale-Temple. This Maſque, at the Requeſt 
of. that Honourable. Society, was dev1s'd and 
written by our Author in Three days; ' and 
was preſented by the Members thereof, as an 
Entertainment to the Prince Z/efor.. A Lift 
of the Maſquers Names, as they were rank'd 
by their Antiquity, 1n that noble Society, 1s 
to be found at the end of the Maſque, to which 
T refer the curious' Reader. The' Mulick of 
the Songs and Symphonies were- excellently 
compos'd by Mr. Zfenry, and Mr. WiHliam Lawes 
his Majeſties-Servants. © 
Hits, a Comedy heretofore ated at the 
Black-friars, and {ince at 'the Duke's Theatre ; 
printed both in oftavo, and quarto, before this 
New Edition, and dedicatcd to the-chnefly be- 
lov'd of all, that-ingenious and Noble, /:7:- 
dimion Porter, of his Majeſties Bed-Chamber. 
This Play 1s commended by a Copy of Verſes 
written by Mr. Thomas Carew, and has often 
appear'd on the Stage with Applanſc 
Ha- 


112 - AR Account of the 
Having done with his Plays, .I am now to 
ſpeak of his other Works, which conſiſt of 
Poems, of ſeveral forts, and on ſcveral Occa- 
ſions, amongſt which Gonabert an Epick Poem 
has made the greateſt noiſe. This Poem was 
delign'd by the Author to be an Imitation of an 
EngliſhDrammay; it being to be divided into 
Five Books, as the other 1s into Five Acts ;- 
The Canto's to be the Parallel of the Scenes ; 
with this difference, that this is deliver'd Nar- 
ratively, the other Dialogue-wiſe. The Reader 
may find a long account of the Author's de- 
lign, and his Reaſons in the Preface, which 1s 
dircted to his Friend, the ſo well known Mr. 
Hobbs; who not only approves his Deſign, but 
3n the Cloſe of his Letter fixes an extraordi- 
nary Complement upon him: vis. © The Vir- 
frues you diſtribute zz your Poem, amouglt 1o 
© many Noble Perſons, repreſent (in the Read- 
©3ng) the image but of One Man's Virtue to 
*my fancy, which is your own. Nor was Mr. 
Hobbs the only Perſon that commended this 
Poem: for the firlt and ſecond Books were 
uſher'd into the world, by the Pens of two of 
our beſt Poets : viz. Mr. Waller, and Mr.Cowley, 
which One would have thought might have 
prov'd a ſufficient Defence and Protettion a- 
gain{t the ſnarling Criticks. Notwithſtanding 
which, Four Eminent Wits of that Age, (two 
of which were Sr. John Denham, and Mr. 
_ publiſht ſeveral Copies of Verſes to 
Sr. /illiam's diſcredit, under this Title, Cer- 
tain Verſes written by ſeveral of the Authors 
Friends, tobe reprinted with the ſecond _—_— 
T4 0 
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of Gondibert , in oftavo Lond. 1653. Theſe 
Verſes were anſwer'd (as Mr. Food ſays (*)) 
by the Author himſelf, with as inuch, or ra- 
ther more Wat, and little or no concern for 
their Raillery, rather ſeeming to ſport at, and 
pity their want of Sence. 'The Title of his 
Anſwer is, The /ncomparable Poem Gondibert 
vindicated from the Wit-Combats of Four E- 

Squires; Clinias, Dametas, Sancho, and Fack. 
| Pudding, printed in octavo Lond. 1655. The 
Books being ſcarce, I ſhall for the Readers di- 
verſion, chuſe one out of each of theſe, as a 
Sample of the reſt: and amongſt the former I 
ſhall pitch upon Zhar Copy which refle&ts on 
the Commendations given by thoſe great Men 
above-mentton'd (*). 


The Authot upon Himſelf. 


Tam Old Davenant with my Fuſtian Quill ; 
T ho skill 7 have not, | 
{ muſt be writing ſtill 
On Gondiberr, 
T hat 1s not worth d Fart. 
Waller,gy Cowley,'71s true have prais'd my Book; 
But how untruly 
All they that read may look ; 
Ar can Old Hobbs 
Defend me from dry Bobbs. | 
T hen no more 1'll aabble, nor pump Fancy diy; 
To compoſe a Fable, 
Shall make Will. Crofts to cry, 
O gettle Knight, 
7 hou writ ft to them that ſhite. 
(n) Antics @x24. 7, 168, ei Pap: ye 


RY 


- 
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Sr. William's Anſwer (?). 
The Author upon Himſelf. 

Falſe as Fooliſh ! What turn telo de'me ? 


Davenant #z# Dayenant/ 
No, the whole World does fee 
eMy Gondibert, 
Ta be a piece of Art, 
Waller nnd Cowley, true have prars'd my Book, 
And defervelll 
Nay 7 aid for it hok ; 
He both us robbs, 
T hat blames for this Old Hobbs. 
Write on (jeer'd Will) and write in Pantofte, 
T hat's over Pump-ho, 
And for Will Crofts his baffle, 
Thau may ſt long write, 
That writ '/t to them that ſhite. 


Many other Railleries were broacht againſt 
him by his Enemies, as thoſe Lines in Sr. Job»: 
Sucklin's Seſſion of the Poets; the Ballad entitled 
How Daphne pays his Debts (3), and others 
which I might 1nfert ; but I think 'tis time to 
leave theſe trifles, and acquaint my Readers, 
who are delighted with Criticiſmes, that they 
may find more ſerious Antmadverſions on this 
Poem, 1n the Engliſh Preface written by that 
admirable Critick Mr. Rymer, to his Tranſla- 
tion of Monſieur Rapmm's Refletions on Ar:- 

flothe's Treatiſe of Poeſy, printed 89 Lond.1674.. 

This great Man Dued on the Seventh day of 
£pril 1668. Aged 63, and was Buried amongſt 


(pl Pigctte (a) Tits Merrimpity 89, p. 20, 
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the Poets in Y/eftminfter- Abby, near to his old 
Antagoniſt, and Rival for the Bays, Mr. Thomas 
et May. "Twas obſerv'd; thar at his Funeral his 
Coftin wanted the Ornament of his Lanreats 
Crown, which by the Law of Heraldry juſtly 
appertain'd to him: : but this omiſtion 1s ſut- 
ficiently recompenc'd by an Eternal Fame , 
which will always accompany-his Memory ; 
he having been the firſt Introducer of all that 
1s ſplendid in our Engliſh Opera's, and” tis by 
his means and induſtry, that our Stage at pre- 
fent rivals the Italian Theatre. I ſhall con- 
clude his Character, with that Account which 
Mr. Dryden has formerly given of him, which 
15 the more valuable, becauſe the commenda- 
tion of his Predeceflors 1s fe]dome the Subject 
of his Pen. ©In the time (*) (ſays he) that] 
© writ with Sr. #i/liam Davenant, I had the . 
© opportunity to obſerve ſomev/hart more near- 
©ly of him, than TI had formerly done, when 
©1 had only a bare acquaintance with him. 1 
© found him then of ſo quick a Fancy, that no- 
©thing was propos d to him on which he - 
*could not ſuddenly | a Thought ex- 
© treamly pleaſant and ſurpriſing: and thoſe 
© firſt Thoughts of his, contrary to the old 
©Latine Proverb, Yere- not always the leaf? 
* happy. And as his Fancy was quick, fo like- 
wile were the Products of 1t remote and new. 
©He borrow'd not of any other ; and his Imagi- 
©nations were ſuch, as could not enter into 
©any other Man. His Corre&ions were ſober 
*and judicious: and he. correfted his own 
(r) Preface to Tempeſt, | 
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<Writings much more ſeverely than thoſe of 


' E£1nother Man; beſtowing twice the labour and 


*time in Poliſhing, which he us'd in Inyen- 
©tzon. $1 fic omnia daixifſet, ----- 


Dr. Charles Davenanr. 


'This Gentleman (asI ſuppoſe) is now liv- 
ing: being Son of the above-mention'd Sr. 
liam Davenant, and Dr. of Laws. He has (as 
I have been inform'd) a ſhare in the preſent 
Theatre, 1n right of his Father ; and 1s jointly 
impower'd with the Maſter of the Revels, to 
in{pet the Plays deſign'd for the Stage, that 
no Immoralities may be preſented. This Gen- 
tleman has writ a Pla call'd 

Circe, a Tragedy afted at his Royal Highneſs 
the Duke of 7ork's Theatre, printed in quarto 
Lond. 1677. ' The Prologue was writ by Mr. 
Dryden, and the Epilogue by the late Earl of 
Rocheſter. This Play I have ſeen aQed with 
good applauſe: The Plot 1s founded on Poeti- 
ca] Hiſtory. See Ovid's Metamorph. hb.14. See 
belides Foccace, Phil. Bergomen/ts, Nat. Comes, 
&c. The Scenes and Machines may give 1t a 
Title to that Species of Dramatick Poetry 
calld an Opera. 


Robert DaveneoRrT. 


The Author of Two Plays in the Reign of 
King Charles the Martyr ; tho' not publiſh: uull 
the Reign of King Charles the Second : viz. 


City Night-Cap, or Crede quod habes,09 _ 
| a Tra» . 
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2 Tragi-Comedy, atted with great applauſe, by 
her Majeſties Servants at the Phenix in Drury 
Lane ; printed in quarto Lond. 1661. The Plot 
of Lorenzo, aur ys and Abftemia, 15 borrow'd 
from the Novel of the Curwus [mpertinent in 
the Romance of Don Quixot, Part 4. Ch.6,7,8. 
and that of Lodovico, Franciſco, and Dorothea, 
from PBoccace's Novels, Day 7. Novel 7. on 
which likewiſe part of Mr. Ravenſcroft's Lon- 
don Cuckolds 1s built. 

King Fohn, and Matilda, a Tragedy atted with 
great CH_—_ by her Majeſties Servants at 
the Cock-pit 1n Drury-laxe, printed in quarto 
Lond. 1655. and dedicated to the Right Ho- 
nourable Mountague Ferzie Earl of Lindſey; 
by the Publiſher Andrew Pennycuicke, who 
ated the part of Mati/da, Women in thoſe 
times not having appear'd on the Stage. For 
the Plot read the Engliſh Chronicles that have 
g1ven an account of the mm of King Johr ; 
as Mathew Paris, Polydore Yergil, ay, 4. 
Grafton, Danyel, Martin, Stow, Speed, Baker, 
Churchtl, &c. 


Robert DaBoRN,a/ias DAUBORNE. 


This Gentleman liv'd in the _ of King 
Zames the Firſt, and was a Maſter of Arts, tho' 
of which Univerſity I am uncertain, He writ 
Two Plays, vs. 

Chriſtian turn'd Turk, or The Tragical Lives 
and Deaths of the two Famous Pirates Ward 
and Danſiker:; a Tragedy printed in quarto 
Lond. 1612.. For the Story I refer you to 2 

H 3 Piece 
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Piece call'd Barker's Overthrow of Captain Ward 
and Danliker, 7wo Prrates: printed in quarto 
Lond. 1609. from which Narrative, I ſuppoſe 
our Author borrow'd the Story. 

*Poor Man's Comfort, a Tragi-Comedy divers 
times acted at the Cockpit in Drury-lane, with 
great applauſe, and printed in 49 Lond. 166Fy. 

Tho' this Author 1n his Epiſtle to his Chr 
ftian turn'd Turk, ſpeaks of his former Labours ; 
It has not been my fortune to have ſeen any of 
them. 'There 15 a Sermon written by One Fo- 
bert Daborn, on Zach. 11. 7. printed 1n oftavo 
Lond. 1618.. whether this were theſame with 
our Author I know not, but 'tis probable tt 
might. be, and that he was a Divine, by this 
Dittick which 1 find 1n an old Copy on the 
7 tne Poets ; | | 


Dawbourn / had forgot, and let it be, 
He dy'd Am phib36n'Jy the Miſtry. 


John Dar. 


This Author liv'd in the Reign of King 
Fames the Firit, and was ſometime Student of 
Cains:Coleage in; Cambridee. He. has written 
Six Pluys, it his Parltament of Bees may paſs 
under that $7c 1143; as the Authors of all for- 
mer Catalogues have plac'd it. 

Blind beggar of Beanal-Green, with the 
merry Humour of 7om Stroud the Norfolk 
Yeoman, divers times publickly acted by the 
Princes Servants, . printed 1n quarto Zondon 
:659. For the Plot as far as it concerns 
Hittory, conſult the Writers on the Reign of 

_ King 
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King Henry the Sixth : 'as Fabian, Carton, Du 
Cheſne, Pol. Pergil, Grafton, Stow, Speed, &c. 

Humour out of Breath, a Comedy ſaid to be 
writ by our Author, but which I never faw, 
and therefore can ſay nothing of 1t. 

1/le of Gulls,a Comedy often aRed 1n the Black 
Fryars, by the Children-of the Revels, printed 
in 4% Loud. 1633. This1s'a good Play, and 1s 
icunded or the/1ncomparable Sr. Phr/ip Sidney's 
Arcadias A Romance of that eſteem, that belides 
the frequent'Editions of it -2n Engliſh, I have 
leen it tranſlated for the ufe of Forreigners, 
both 1n'the French and Dutch Tongues. 

aLaw Tricks, or Wh» world have thought it, 

a Comedy divers times acted by the Children 
of the Revels, and printed in quarto Z-nd.1608, 

Parhament of Bees, with their proper Cha- 
rafers ,. or » A Bee-hive- furniſht with Twelve 
Honey-combs, #s pleaſant as profitable + being an 
allegorical deſcription of the Adtions of good 
and bad menn theſe our days,printed in quarto 
| Lond. 164t. and dedicated to the Worthy Gen- 
tleman Mr.'George Butler, Profeſſor of the Arts 
Liberal, and-true Patron of negleQed Poely. 

Travels of the Three Enghſh Brothers, Sr. 
T homas, Sr. Anthony, and Mr. Robert Shirley ; 
a Hiſtory play'd by her, Majelties Servants, 
printed in quarto Lond. 16c7. and dedicated to 
Honors Favourites, and the 1ntire Friends of 
the Family of the Shzrleys. In the Compolure 
of this Play.our Author was afliſted by Mr. /7/- 
liam Rowley, 'and Mr. George Wilkins. The 
itoundation of 1t may be read1n ſeveral Engliſh 


Writers, and Chronicles; particularly I have 
4 icen 


' 
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Jeen it in Dr. Fuller's Worthies, in his Deſcri 
tion of Sw/ex (f). Where the Author Geek, 
ing of the ſubjeft of this Comedy ſays thus : 
© As to the Pertormances of theſe Three Bre- 
Cthren, I know the Afﬀidavit of a Poet carries 
*but a ſmall credit 1n the Court. of Hiſtory, 
© and the Comedy made of themi1s but a Friend- 
<ly Foe to their Memory, as ſuſpeted more 
©accommodated to pleaſe the preſent Spefta- 
©tors, than to inform Polſterity. However as 
©the belief of Mizzo (when an Inventory of 
© his adopted Sons Miſdemeanors was brought 
©to him) embrac'd a middle and moderate 
© way, wec omni credere, nec nihil; nemwher to 
©believe all things, nor nothing of what was 
* told him: 1o 21 the Lyft of their Atchievements, 
©we may lately pitch on the ſame Proportion, 
*and when abatement 1s made for Poetical Em- 
* beliſhments, the 'remainder will ſpeak them 
tworthy in their Generations. 

When our Author Dzed I know not, but I 
have read an_Elegy written on bim by. his 
Friend Mr. 7 atcham (*), which begins thus ; 


Don Phatbus wow hath loft bis Light, 
And left his Rule unto the Night ; © 
And Cynthia ſhe hath overcome 
T he day, and aarkned the Sun : 
Whereby we now have loft our hope, 
Of gaming Day m's Foroſcope, 5 
At this jingling rate he runs on to the. end, 
much after the rate of a Gentleman of Livcoalns 
{1un, who writ a more ingenious Poem, upon 
(1) Pag. 197. &@ (t) Fancy's Theatre, 


the 


| « 6 
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. the Tranſattions between a Landlord and his 

* I Tenant Day, who privately departed from 
 J/ hHhim'by Night; printed in a fingle Sheet, Lond. . 
1684. To ſhew the Parallel give me leave to 

38 tranſcribe the firſt fix Lines, by which the 
Reader may guels at the Reſt. 


Here Night, and Day conſpire a ſecret flight ; 
for Day 7hey 54 1s =_ _ FO X 

T heDay is paſt,but Landlord where's your Rent, 
Tou might ha' ſeen, that Day was almoſt ſpent. 
Day /0/4, and did put off what ere he might, 
Tho' it was ne're ſo Dark, Day would be Light. 


Thomas DEeckER. 


A Poet thatliv'd in the Reign of King James 
the Firſt, and was Contemporary with that 
admirable Laureat, Mr. Benjamin Fohnſon. He 
was more famous for the contention he had 
with him for the Bays, than for any great Re- 
r_ he had gaind by his own Writings. 

et even 1n that Age, he wanted not his Ad- 
mirers, nor his Friends amongſt the Poets : in 
which number I reckon the -Ingemious Mr. 
Richard Brome; who always {ti1'd him by the 
Title of Father. He clubb'd with Febſter 1n 
writing Three Plays; and with Rowley and Ford 
in another : and I thinkT may venture to ſay, 
that theſe Plays as far exceed thoſe of his own 
Brain, as a platted Whip-cord exceeds a fingle 
Thread in ſtrength. Of thoſe which he writ 
alone, I know none of much Eſteem, except 
The Uniruſſmg the Humourous Poet, and that, 
| | chiefly 
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322  - An Account of the 
chiefly on account of the Subject of it, which 
was the Witty Zen Fohnſon. He has had 
Hand 1n Twelve Plays, Eight whereof werg, of 
his own Writing. Ot all which I ſhall give an 
account,in their Alphabetical Order,as tollows; 
For tunatus, » Comcdy ; of which I can give 
no other account than that I once barely faw 
it and 1s printcd 1n quarto. | 
Flomeft Whore, the Firit Part; a Comedy, 
with the Humours of the Patent Man, and the 
lonzing Wife, acted by her Majcſties Servants 
with great applauſe; printed in 4* Lond.163s. 
4+ #7oneſt Yhore, the Second Part; a Comedy, 
with the Humours of the Patrent Man, the /m- 
pArient Wife ; the; Honeſt Hboregperlwaded by 
itrong Arguments to turn Curtizan again: her 
brave rejutingthole Arguments ; and laſtly the 
Comical patiage of an /ta/ian Hridewtl, where 
the Scene ends: printed in quarto Zowd, 1630. 
This Play I belicve was never acted, neither 
is 1t divided into Acts. The paſlage between 
the Patrent Man, and his /mpatiient Wife's go- 
ing to ſight for the Breeches, with the happy 
Event, 1s expreſt by Sr. John Harrmgton 10 
Verſe. See his Epigrams at the end of Or/ando 
Furrſo, Book 1. Kpigr. 16. | 
. tf this be mit a good Play, the Devil 1s mm it, 
a Comedy acted with great applauſe, by the 
Qucen's Majelilics Servants, at the Red Bud; 
printed Lond. 16--- and dedicatcd to his loving, 
and loved Friends and Fellows, the Queens 
| Mazcities Servants: by which he means the 
Actors. The beginning of his Play, fcems to 
be writ 40 amitation of Matchiguels Novel of 
Hcl 
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Belphegor : where Pluto ſummons the Devils 
to Councel. 

Match me in London, a Tragi-Comedy often 
preſcnted, firſt at the BuH in St. John's Street, 
and lately at the Private-houſe in Drury-lane, 
call'd the Phenix ; printed 1n quarto Lond.1631. 
and dedicated to the Noble Lover (and de- 


. leryedly Beloved) of the Muſes, Lodowick 


Carle! Eſquire, Some account this a tolerable 
old Play, 

Northward- Fo, a Comedy ſundry times ated 
bY the Children of Pauls, printed in quarto 

ond. 1657, This Play was writ by our Au- 
thor, and John HWehſter, The Plot of Green- 
ſhield and Featherſtone's pretending to May- 
berry that they had both lain with his Waite, 
and how they came to the knowJedge of each 
other by her Ring, A 1. Sc, 1, 1s tounded on 
a Novel which 151n the Ducento Novelle del 
Signior Celio Maleſpini, Par. 1, Nov. 2. 

Salyromaſtix, or 7 be Untruſſmng the Flumonr- 
ous Poet, a Comical Satvr preſented publickly 
by the Right Honourable the Lord Chamber- 
lain's Servants, and privately by the-Children 
of Pauls, printed in quarto ond. 1602. and 
dedicated to the World. Fhis Play was writ 
on the occalion of Hen Johnſon's Poetaſier, 
where under the Tile of Chriſpimnus, Hen 
laſh'd our Author, which he cndeavour'd to 
retaliate by Untruſling Fen 2nd<r the Title of 
Florace Junior. This Play 1s far inferior 10 
that of Mr. 7o/nſon, as / tr his abulities in 
Poetry were no ways comparable to his; but 
this may be laid in our Author behalf, that 
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 _  ehicfly onaccount of. the Subje& of it, which 
was the Witty Ber Fobnſon. He has had a 
Hand in Twelve Plays, 'Eight whereof werg, of 
his own Writing. Of all which I ſhall give an 
account,ia their Alphabetical Order,astollows; 

For tunatns, a Comedy; of which I can give 
no other account than that, I once barely ſaw 
1t and 1s printed in quarto. . gs hn 

Fimmeſt Whore, the'Firtt Part; a Comedy, 
_ (i mri of the teh and the 

onging Wife, acted by her Majeſhies Servants 
wt plauſe; Ice in 4* Lond x8 $5 

#oneſt hore, the Second Part; a Comedy, 

with the Humours of the Patzent Man, the /m- 
patient Wite'; the) Honeſt: Hiberegperiwaded by 
ttrong Arguments to turn Curtizan again: her 
brave refutingthole Arganients ;and laſtly the 
Comical pailage. of an /ta/iar Þridewel, where 
the Scene ends: prifitedin quarre. otra, 1630. 
This Play:L:belicve was ; never :acted,; neither 
3s1t: divided:i1nto ; Atts.,: /The-pallage: 
the Patrent Man, and his impatient Hife Dgo 
Ing to fight for the Breeches,, with: the, happ 
Event, 1s .expreſt' by Sr:;John Farrougton 
Verſe. See his Epigrams at the endof Qr 
Furzoſo, Book 11. Epigr: 16. GOES 

If this be not a good Play, the Devil 15:mnit, 

a 'Comedy acted with great applauſe, by: the 
Queen's Majeitics Servants, at the: Red Bult; 
printed Zond.'16:-- and dedicated to bis loving, 
and loved - Friends and. Fellows, the - Queens 
Mazeſties: Servants: by which he ancans; che 
Actors. ''The beginnang of1his Play, ſeems to 
be writ 10 afnitation of Matchiauels __ 

Cþ< 
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Belphegor - where: Pluto, ſummons the Devils  - - 
to Councel: | 

Match me in London, a Tragi-Comedy often 
preſented, firſt at the Bu 1n' St. Zohn's Street, | 
and. lately at the Private-houſe in Drury-lane, 
call'd the Phenix ;printed inquarto Loud:1637. 
and dedicated to: the Noble Lover (and de- 

_ Tervedly Beloved) of the Muſes, ' Lodowrck 
Car/el Eſquire. Some account this'a tolerable 
old Play. _ | 
= Northward-Ho, a Comedy ſundry times aQed 
by the/Children of Pauls, printed in quarto 
ud. 1607. This Play was writ by our Au- 
thor, and ZFobn'Hehſter. The Plot of -Green- 
Jhield' and Featherſtone's pretending 'to —_ 
berry. that they had both lain with his Wate, 
and how'they came to the knowledge of each 
other by;her Ring, AF i.-Sc;1.. is tonnded on 
a Novel which is1n:the Ducento Novelle del 
Signior Celio Maleſpini,:Par. 1. Nov. 2. + 

Saiyromaſitx, or The Untruſſmg the Fiumour- 
ous; Poet,-a, Comical Satyr preſented publickly 
by the Right Honourable the. Lord Chamber- 
lain's Servants, and iprivately by.the Children 
of. Pauls, printed in quarto Lond; 1602-- and 
dedicated; to ,the World. This Play was writ 
on the. occaſion of Betz Johnſon's 'Poctaſter, 
where ,under.. the” Title: of Corgfuiates Ben 
laſh'd our -Author,; which he endeavour'd.to 
retalzate by Untruſſing Ben under the Title of 
Horace, Junior, © This Play is far inferior to 
that of Mr. Johnſon, as indeed his abilities-1n 
Poetry were: no. ways comparable to. his; - but 
this may befaid in our Author's behalf, that 


*twas 


224 An Actount of the 

Twas not only lawful, but excuſable for him 
to defend himſelf: pray therefore hear part of 
his Defence in his own language, and then 
cenſure as you pleaſe. - * Forace (4 he (*)) 
*trail'd his Poezafters to the Bar, the Poetaſters 
<Untruſs'd Forace ; how worthily either, or 
© how wrongfully, (#or/d) leave it to the Jary: 
© Horace (queſtionleſs) made himſelf believe 
© that his Sun gontan-wit __ deſperately chal- 
©lenge all Comers, and 'that none durit take 
© up the Foyles againft him. Its likely, if he 
©had not fo belicv'd, he had not been fo 
© deceiv'd, for he was anſwer'd at his own 
*Weapon: And if before Apo himſelf (who 
© is Coronator Poetarum) an nqui/ition ſhould 
© be taken touching this lamentable 'mer 

© murdering of Innocent Poetry : all Mount 
© Heflicon to Bun-bilt, would find it on the 

s Poetafters ſide ſe defendendo. 

' #eftrard. Ho, a Comedy divers times afted 
by the Children of Pauls, and printed in quarto 
Lond. 1607. This was writ by our Author 
and Mr. Webſter. 

Whore of Babylon, an Hiſtory, a&ted by the 
Prince's Servants, and printed in quarto Loyd. 
1607. 'The deſign of this Play is under feign'd 
Names to ſet forth the admirable Virtues of 

en Elzaberh, and the Dangers which ſhe 
elcap'd, by the happy diſcovery of thoſe De. 
ſigns againſt her Sacred Perſon by the Jeſuires, 
and other Pogyoens Papiſts. The Quore 1s ſha. 
dow'd under the Title of 7:tani« ; Rome under 
that of Zabylon ; Campian the Jeſuite is repre. 

(u) See Epiftle - Dedicarorr, ns aeFd 
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ſented by the Name of Campeins ; Dr. Parry . 
by Parritel, &c. | YO 

Wyat's Hiftory, a Play faid to be writ 'by 
Him and #ebſter, and printed in quarto. Tho' 
I never ſaw this Play, yet I ſuppoſe the ſubje& 
of it is Sr. Thomas Wyat of Kent, who made 
an InſurreQtion in theFirſt year of Queen Mary 
to prevent her Match with Ph:/ip of Sais : 
but as this 1s only ap 09m I muſt reſt in 


A till T can fee 
ſides theſe Plays he Jojn'd with Row/cy 
and Ford in a Play call'd The Wtch of Edmonton, 


of which you wall find an account in #iHliam 
Rowley. | 

There are Four other Plays aſcrib'd to our 
Author, in which he is ſaid by Mr. Philips (* 
and Mr. Winftaniey (?) to be an Aﬀſociate wit 
Fohn Webſter ; viz. Noble Stranger ; New Trick 
to Cheat the Devil ; Weakeſt goes to the Wall; 
Homan will have her Wilt. In all which they 
are miſtaken; for the firſt was written by 
Lewis Sharp, and the other by anonymous 
Authors. 


Sr John DEXHaM, Argh 
of the BAT H. 


A Poet of the firſt Form, whoſe Virtue and 
Memory will ever be as dear to all Lovers of 
Poetry, as his Perſon was to Majeſty i ſelf; 
I mean, King Char/cs the Firſt, and Second. + 


(x) Moders Ports, p. 116, «(y) Lives of the Potts, peu = 
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= He was the only-Son of 'Sir John Denham o 
g little ZZorefly in Z/ex,” but Born at Dublin in 
Treland. His Father being at the time of his 
Nativity a Judge of that Kingdome, 'and Lord 
Chicf Baron of the Zxchegner. But before the 
Foggy Air of that Climate, could influence, 
or any way adulterate his Mind, he was brought 
from thence his Father being prefer'd to be 
One of the Barons of the Zxchequer 1n' England: 
Ar Sixteen years of Ape, in the Year'1631. he 
: was taken' from School, and ſent to the Uni- 
Þ verſity of Oxford, where he became 2 Member 
: of Trmity GI e. In this Society he ſpent 
{ome years; aftsx he was remov d again to Lon- 

don, and tollow'd the Study of the Civil Law. 
'The Czvil War- breaking out, this Honour- 
- able Perſon exerted his Leviſty o\far, that 
upon .the voluntary offer of his Service, he 
was intruſted by the Queen, to deliver a Meſ- 
ſage to his Majeſty, (*) <Who at that time (v:z. 
©1n 1647.) was in the hands of the Army. By 
þ © Hugh Peters's Aſhſtance he got admittance 
'P * to the King, who was then at Cauſham, 'and 
| © havingdeliverd his Inſtruftions, his Majeſty 
< was pleaſcd to diſcourſe very freely with him 
© of the whole ſtate of Aﬀairs ; and at his de- 
© parture from /Zampron-Conrt, he.was pleas'd 
*ro command him to ſtay privately in Zondon, 
©to ſend to him, and to receive trom hm all 
'*his Letters from and to all his -Correſpon- 

© dents at Home and Abroad ; and he was fur- | 

* ther furniſht with Nine Cyphers m'order to 
*1t: which Truſt he performed with great 

CZ) Sce ius Epiitly co tung Charies rhe Second. Cf 
; ales 


<ſafety to the Perfons with whom he' correz 
© ſponded; but abour' Nine Months after, being "I 
©diſcover'd by their knowledge of Mr.Cowley's 
< Hand, he happily efcap'd beyond-Sea'both'for 
<hamſelf, and thoſe: that held Corteſpondence 

© with him. He got ſafe 'to His Majeſty w_ 

© Charles the Second, and during» his Attend- 
ance on the Kingin Z70/and and- France, His 
©Majelty ' was pleas'd ſometimes to give him 

© Arguments, to divert and 'put' off the evil 
<Hours of their Baniſhment, | which*(as he 

© modeſtly expreſſes himſelf ) ' now and then 

© fell not ſhort of -His Majeſty's ExpeQation. 
- Ar His Majeſty's departure from St.Germans 
to Jerſey, he was pleas'd withour any follicita- 
tion, to confer upon Sir 7ohx, the office of Sur. 
veyor General ot all His Majeſtics Royal Build- 
gs; and at his Coronation,created him Knighr 
of the Bazh. This Honor he'enjoy'd Eighe 

ears, and then ſurrender'd up his Honor with 
his Soul, on the Tenth day of March in the 
Year 1668. at his Houſe near #hrte-hall, and 
was Buried the Twenty-third Inſtantat Hef. 
7mſter, amongſt thoſe Noble Poets, Chaarcer, 
Spencer,"and Cowley. | 

Aﬀter this Abr:dgment of his Life, I am 

next. to. give you-a Summary of his Works. ' 
"They conſiſt of Poems, part of which are Tran- 
flations ;r as The Deftrution of Troy, an Eſſay 
on" the Second Hook of Virgil's Aneis, The * 
Paſſion of Dido for Aneas, being thelater part 
of the Fourth Book; Sarpedon's Speech to Glaucus, 
being part of the Twelfth Book" 'of #omer ; 


Two Picces from the Italian of Hancits, _ 
the 
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 _. the two firſt Cardinal Virtues, Prudence, and 
 _ "Fuitice, Gc. Others, are his own Produftions, 
amongſt whach his Coopers Fl} is moſt com- 
mended'; A Poem, which (in the Opinion of 
Mr. ke ') who = ror = fly of 
A a very able Judge 1n Poetry) for the Majeſty o 
bo the Site is, os ever will Be the exatt Sanders 
8 of good Hritmg. His Verles on Sir William 
anſhaw's Tranſlation of 7] Paſtor Fido, and 
his Preface 'to the De/trudion of Troy, ſhew 
ſufficiently his Judgment, and his Tranſlations 
themſelves his Genius, for Peformances of that 
nature : and admitting it true, that few Ver- 
fions deſerve praiſe ; yet Fs are to be excepted 
from the general Rule. His Elegy on Mr. 
Cowley, (part of which we have tranſcribed 
already in the Account of that great Man (*}), 
will make his Name famous to Polteriry : and 
there wants nothing to eterniſe his Name, but 
a Pen equal to has, = any ſuch were to be 
found) to perform t 
his Manes. | 
He has writ but one Play, but by that Speci- 
men we may judge of his ability 1n Dramatick, 
as well as Epick Pceſy ; - this Play being gene: 
rally commended. Tis call'd The Shy Tra- 
gedy, atted at the Private-houſe in Þlack-friars 
with good applauſe: *Twas firſt printed in 
y_-_ Lond. 164.2. but ſince publiſht with his 
oems and Tranſlations; all which are ded:- 
cated to King Charles the Second. The laſt 
Edition being printed in oftavo Lond. 1671. 
For thePlot of this Play, it is the ſame with 
(:) Ep. Dcds ro Xval Ladici. (b) Sec Page 83, £48 
| enat 
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that of Baren's c Mirza, (which Story you may 
find in Herberts Travels) tho' differently LY 
led by each Poet : and tho' 1thas been objetted 
by Mr. Baron, that our Author kills hes in 
this Tragedy, who really wurviv'd' ſome years 
after the Murther of his Son ; it may be an- 
ſwer'd, That he did only Poctical Juſtice, and 
took no other Laberty then what 18 /allow'd by 


Horace (*) : 
——— Pttoribus algue Poetis od 
, Ruudithet audendi ſemper fuit aqua Potcſias. 
© John Dovzr, | 


- A Gentleman of whom1 can give .no-other 
Account than what I learn from a Play he.. has 
writteny4 412 That he was of Grays-/un ; and - 
that to. divert himſelf after the Farigue of the 
Law, he employ'd himſelf in Reading Hiſtory, 
the Efft&s whereof produc'd The Raman Ge- 
nerals, or The Diftreſſed Laates, a Play written 
in Heraick Verſe, printed jn quarto Lond.1677. 
and dedicated to the Right Honourable Robert . 
Lord (Frook: 'The Plot, as far as it concerns 
Hiſtory, may be read in Plutarch's Lives of 
Cſer and Pompey ; lee belides Suctonins, Lucan, 
&c- :* But the Author has-not (as he himſelt-' 
* owns (4): altogether follow'd, nor yet declin'd 
© Hiſtory, leaſt by the one, his Play, maghr be 


6 Oe 


*rqok' tor a Piece” Tranſlated out of Zzvy, of 2 


© Luan, or by the other for an idle Romance ; 
« but. ike the [Traveller for Delight, | he has 
© fometiahes follow'd and ſometimes quitted his 
*Rode. : This Play, asI. conjeure from the 

 (4)" De Arte Poetica. (4) = Dedicatiory- | 
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Prologue and Epil "was never wang, they = 
being rather addrefs'd to the Stationers'Cuſto- 


mers, than the Audience. 50D 
.John Dzxrpen, E/q; 

APerſon whoſe Writings have made him re- 
markable to all ſorts of Men, as being'for along -_ 
time much read, and 1n great Vogue: ' Itis no +} 
wonder that the Charadters given(of him, by | 
ſuch as are,or would be thought Wits, are vari-: 
ous ; finceeven thoſe, who are genetaltyallow'd 7 
to be ſuch, are not yet agreed ip/their Verdicts. + ' 
And as their Judgments are different, as to his 
Writings; ſo are their Cenfures no leſs repug- | 

-nant to the Managery ot his Life; ſome-excu- 
ſing what theſe condenin, 'and ſome exploding 
what thoſe commend: 'S9"that we can ſcarce 


find them agreed in any One thing, fave this, © © 
That he\ was Poet' Laureat and Hiſtorio F 
'pher to His late __— For this, and her 


- Reaſons, T ſhall wave all Particulariries 'of his © 
Life; and ler paſs the Hiſtoriographer,y tharT - 
may keep the cloſer tothe Poet, woward w "M2. 

-T ſhall uſe my aceuſtom'd Freedome ;/antha- - 

- ving ſpoken ar Sentiments of his Predecefſors 

- Writings, ſhall venture without partiality, zo 7 

 exercHe my ſlender Judgment in giving a Cen- 7 

' ſure of his Works;”''» + - | CLOIUET SG 

* Mr. Dryden is the moſt Voluminous Drama- 

tick Writer of our Age, he havingalready ex- * 

- tant above Twenty Plays of his own writing, * 
as the Title-page of each would perſwade 'the F 

| World; tho! ſome people have been {6 bold 
2s to call the Truth of is in queſtion, -and tro Þ-.] 


propo- 
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amatick\Poets.. 12t 

].. propogite "inthe! world another Opinion, * 
F” His Genius ſeemst6 meto incline to Tragedy 

- andSatyr, rather than Comedy : and methinks 
he writes much better'in 'FZerorchs, than in 

+ blank Yerſe. His'very Enemies muſt 'grant 

'|* that zhere his Numbers ate ſweet, and flowing ; 
that he has with ſucceſs-praftic'd the new way 

of Verſifying introduc'd by his Predeceflbr Mr. 

# after, and follow'd ſince with ſuecefs, by -Sr. 

bn ' Denham, and others. But for "Comedy, 
e is for the moſt part beholding ito 'Frerich 

' Romances and Plays, not only for- his Plots, I 
but even'a "great part of his Language! tho' Nt 
at the'ſame time fe has' the confidence'to pre. : 
varicate, 1f not flaly deny the Accufation;' and 
aquivocally to vindicate himſelf; as in the Pre- 
face 'tothe'Mock Aftrohoger : where he men- 
tions Thomas Corneille's ke Feint Aftrologue be- 

» caus'd 'twas tranſlated, and the Theft prov'd - 
upon him'; but never ſays One word of Mo}. _— 
liere's Depit amorenx, from whence the 'great- 6 
eſt part of #ild-blood and Facrnta, (which he 
owns are the chiefeſt parts of the Play) are 
ſtollen. I cannot paſs by his Vanity (*) in 
ſaying, ' That thoſe who have called F'gth, 
Terence and Tafſo, Plagiaries (tho' they much 
*:njur'd them) had” yet a berter Colour for 
©their Accuſation : nor his Confidence 1n ſhel- 
tring \himſelf under the proteCtion of their _ 
great Names, by affirming, © Thathhe 1s able. 
*to ſay the fame forthis Play, that he urges for 
© their Poems ; 412. That the Body of his Play 

/ | AZ own, and ſo are all the Ornaments of 


*) Preface to 419% Afrrologer, 
I 2 ; ©Lan- 
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French in his Preface' to the &/t of Gra- 


* are the Parts of Abmah 


fecure way to Conquzlt, for haym 


: _—- * 1 | 
732 An Account of the 

La and Elocution in them.. I appeal 
kiw e Thoſe who are. yers d in the; French 
Tongue, and will. take the. pains zo. compare 
this Comedy with the French Plays above- 
mention'd; if this be not ſomewhat, more than 


Mental Reſervation, or to. uſe one of his own 


Exproliogs (f) A Sophiſticated Truth, with au 
allay of Lye mt. 

Nor are Fa CharaQters leſs borrow'd in his 
Tragedies, and the ſerious, parts of, his. Treg: 
Comedies; as 'T ſhall obſerve in the ſeque], It | , 
ſhall ſuffice me, at preſent, to ſhew how Magi 
ſterially he huffs at, and domineers Over, t 


ada. * 1 ſhall never (ſays be) ſubjeft my Cha- 
E rafters tothe French Standard ; ; where Love | 
*and Honour are to be weigh d:by DNrams and |/x 
*and Scruples : yet, where I a wy 'd: the | 
© patterns.of exact Vartue, ſuch as 1 w. Play F 
ide, of Ozmpn, _ nd Þenu- 4 
© zaida, T may ſafely challenge th the'belt- « 4 . 
© theirs. Now.the Reader is delir'd-to-obſerv, 
that all the CharaQters of, that Play Are __ . 
fromthe French: ſo that Mr. Drygen yok q T 


i Kc  » _ ,Sc _ 


them of .their Weapons,' he might, LS _ V 


lenge them and beat them tqo, eſpecially ha | p, 


ving gotten, Ponce deiLean (8) on has/{ide, po up 
diſguile, and under the'Tile of Almanudr : ſe 
ſhould Monficur de Yoitare preſume to _ C; 
claim to his own Song L'Amour ſows fa Loy Kc. | C, 
(*) which Mr. Dryden has robb'd ham: of, and | 4 


(ft) Love 13 @ Nunne'y, (459. TW; g)[/The Chief Hero 70 ina hu 
Romance call'd Alm:tride, (b) Poelies de M.de Voiturear 45" hi. 
plac'd| 


_ 1Dr amatich Poets. " 133 
] | plac'd'in the Play of Sr. Martin Marr-all, (be- 
h | ng that Song which begins Blind: Love to this 
E Hour &c.) our Poet would go nigh to beat him 
&- | witha Staff of his own Rimes, with as much 
n | eafe, as Sr. e Martin defeated the Bailifts in 
n | reſcue of his Rival. | 
us But had he only extended his Conqueſts over 
» | the French Poets, I had not medled in this 
is | Aﬀair, and he might have taken part with 
t- Achilles, and Rinaldo, againit Cyras, and Oroon- 
dates, without my engaging 1n this Forreign 
| War: . but when I found him fluſhe with his 
E Vidtory over the great Scudery, and with At 
'& manzr's afhitance triumphing over the noble 
a- Kingdome 'of Granada; and not content with 
Ve Conquelts abroad, like another Zu/zus Ceſar, 
nd |/rurmng his-Arms upon his own Country; and 
he | as if the proſcription of his Contemporaries 
ay | Reputation;” were: not ſufficient to ſatiate his 
Ft mplacable thirlt after Fame, endeavouring to, 
Q 4 Jemoliſh 'the Statues and Monuments ef his 
V3 , Anceſtors, the Works: of thoſe his Illuſtrious 
©) | predecefiors, Shakeſpear, Flercher, and Johnſon : 
K'2 | T was reſolvd to endeavour the relcue and 
bd | prefervation of thoſe excellent Trophies of 
al Wat, by raifing the Pof/e-comtartus upon this 
h | Poetick Almanzor, to puta ſtop to his Spoils 
In | upon his own Country-men. Therefore I pre- 
ind | ſent! my ſelf a Champion in the Dead Poets 
lay | Cauſe, to vindicate their Fame, with the ſame 
- | Conrage, tho' I hope different Integrity than 
and Almanzor  engag'd in defence of Queen Alma- 
ina| 4ide, when he bravely Swore like a Hero, that 


45”-| his Cauſe was right, and She was winocent; 
ac'd I 3 tho 


. — 
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134 An Actoimt of 'the 
tho' juſt before the Combat, when alone, he 
own'd he knew her falſe: (*) i» | 


I have out-fac'd my ſelf, and juſtify d 
What / ear falſe 10 all the World beſide, 
She was as Faithleſs as her Sex tould be ; 


And now I am alone, ſhe's ſo to me. 


But to wave this digrefſlion, and proceed to 
the Vindication of the Ancients ; whach that 
I may the better perform, for the Readers Di- 
veriion, and that Mr. Dryden may, nor tell me, 
that what I have fad, 15. but grazrs difFum, 1 
ſhall-ſer down the Heads of his Depoſitions a- 
$ain{t our ancient Engliſh Poets, 'and then en. 
deayour the Defence of thoſe great Men, who 
certainly. deſery'd much better, .of Poſteriry; 
than to be {o diſreſpeAtively treated :ag he has 
uſed them. | Pogo S631 

Mr. Shakeſpear as firſt in Seniority IT think 
ought to lead the Van, and therefore-T ſhall 
give you his Account” of him as follows (*) : 
© Sbakeſpear who many times has written better 
£ than any Poet in ay Language, 1s yet ſ© far 
ffrom writing Wat always, or ex reffng that 
£Wr according to the dignity of the SubjeR, 
F that he writes 1n many places. below----. the 
* dulleſt Writers-of ours, or anyprecedent Age. 
fHe is the very Janus of Poets ; he wears al- 
5 molt every where two Faces: and yow have 
Eſcarce begun to admire the One, e're you de- 
f ſpiſe the other. Speaking of Mr. Shak: 's 
F Plots, he ſays they were lame, (*) and that 


(i) aAe.s, Sc.t, (5) Poſtſcripe to Granada, page 146. 
(1) Paid, ipag, 143. 7 


many 
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<many of them were anade up of ſome ridicur 


© ous, incoherent” Story,/ which: 1n- one Play, 


- 


© many-times took up the buſineſs of an Age. 
<] ſuppole (ſays he) I need not name Perzcles 
©Prince of Toes nor 'the Hiſtorical Plays of 
© Shakeſpear ; Beſides many. of the reſt, as the 
Winters Tale, Love's Labour loft, Meaſure for 
© Meaſure, which wereeither grounded on Im- 
© pollibilities, or at leaſt ſo meanly written, that 
©the Comedy neither cauſed your Mirth, nor 
- _ ror part _ ara «a 
ays further, (®) f Moſt © ar's Plays, 
< x gn the AHA of. them, A be wo in 
* the Heccatomouthi, ar Flundred Novels of 
©*Cinthio. ' I have my ſelf read in his Italian, 
© that of Romeo and Fuliet; The Moor of Fence, 
© and many others of -them. 

He. CharaQteriſes Mr. Fletcher, who writ 
after Mr. Shakeſpear (*), * As a Perſon that 
© neither undeMiood corre& Plotting, nor that 
© which they call Tbe Decornm of the Stage: of 
which he gives ſeveral Inſtances out of Phz- 
lafter, Humourous Lieutenant, and Faithful 
— ; which are too long to be here 1n- 
ſerted.. 'In-another place he ſpeaks of Fletcher 
thus (0); Neither is the Luxuriance of Fletcher 
*a leſs fault than the Careleſneſs of Shakeſpear. 
©He does not well always, and when he does, 
*heis a true Engliſh-man ; he knows not when 
*to give over. If he wakes in- one. Scene, he 
*commonly ſlumbers in. another : and; if. he 
* pleaſes you in the firſt three Acts, he 1s fre- 


(m) Preface to Mock Aſtraloger, B. 4. (0) Poſticripy £+144- 
(o) id. p. 146, 
I 4  quent- 
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© quently fo tired with his Labour, that he goes 
* heavily #n the Fourth, and ſinks under tys 
«© Burthen 2n the Fifth: Speaking of his Plors, ' 
*(#) he lays, Beaumont and Fletcher had moſt 
£of theirs from Spaniſh Novels : | witneſs The 
©Chances, The Spanifh:Curate, Rule a Wife and 
fhavea Wife, T he little French Lawyer, and fo 
* many others of them as compoſe the greateſt 
part of their Volume in Folto. 

As to the great Zen Fohnſon he deals not 
much- better with him; though he would be 
thought to admire him; and it he praiſe him 1n 
one Page, he wipes 1t out in another : thus tho' 
he calls him ©*7 he ft Zrrdicions of Poets (1), 
and [nimitable Writer, yet, he ſays, his Excel- 
flency lay in the low CharaQters of Vice, and 
*Folly. When at any time (ſays he) ZYer 
*aim'd at Witan the fſtrifter ſence, 'that 1s 
*ſharpnefs of Conceit,' he was forc'd to borrow 
* from the Ancients, (as to my Knowledge he 
*did very much from Plautus:) or when he 
ftrb{ted himf-1f alone, often fell into meannefs 
f of expreſſion. Nay we was not free from the 
©Jowelt and moſt groveling Kind of Wie,which 
© we call Clexnches ; of 'which Xvery Mar in his 
v Humour 1s infinitely full, and which is worſe, 
fthe wirtieſt Perſons in the Dramma fpeak - 
© them. Tk f 4. EA 

Theſe are his own Words, and his Judg- 
ment of theſe three Great Men in 4197; 
now take his Opinion'of them a'l-1t; genera], 
which 1s as follows ; GW] © Bur Matice and Par- 

(p) Fret. Aitrol. B. 4, (9). roſtſcripts pe 146+ ' (r) Poſt 
ſcripts P2Z, 143+ . «EFT 
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L Dramatick Poets. 137 
_ Crality ſet apart, let any Man, who under- 
*(tands Engliſh, read diligently the Works of 
c —_— and Fletcher ; and I dare undertake 
© that he will find in every Page, exther ſome 
© Soleciſme in Speech, or ſome notorious flaw in 
*Sence. In the next Page, ſpeaking of their 
Sence and Language, he ſays,: ©I dare almoſt 
* challenge any Man to,ſhew me a:Page .toge- 
*ther which 1s corre in both. As for: Fer 
© Zohnſon 1 am loath to name him, becauſe he 
©18 a moſt judicious Author, yet he often falls 
© into theſe Errors, Speaking of their Wit, he 
gives 1t this Character (\), ©I have always 
*acknowledg'd the Wit of 6ur Predeceſlors, 
© with all the Veneration that becomes me; but 
_ *T am ſure, their Wit was not that of Gentle- 

© men; there was ever ſomewhat that was Ill- 
bred and Clowniſh in it: and which confeſt 
©the Converſation of the Authors. Speaking 
of the advantage which acrues to our Writing, 
from Converſation, he ſays (*), * In the Age 
© wherein thoſe Poets livd, there was leſs of 
©Gallantry, than in ours; neither d1d they 
© keep the beſt Company of theirs. Their For- 
© tune has been much like that of Zpicurns, in 
©the Retirement of his Gardens: to live al- 
© moſt 'unknown, and to be Celebrated after 
© their Deceaſe. I cannot find that any of them 
© were Gonverſant in Courts, except Ben Fobn- 
© ſon + and his Genins lay not ſo much that way, 
©as to make aft Improvement by 1t. He gives 
this Character of their Audiences (*); © They 
© knew no' better, and therefore were ſatisfied 


\ () thid. p« 548. (t) Ibid, (v) Ibid. 144 


with 


. % 4-2 
b = 


ata. AS ae EE. 
EIN, * s 


A : An Account of the 

 *with what they brought. Thoſe who: call 

*cherrs The Golden Ape of Poetry, have only 

*this Reafon for 1t, that they were then con- 

«rent with- Acorns, before x knew the uſe 

©of Bread; or that "Aais Jdpvis was become 2 
©Proverb. 

Theſe are Errors which Mr. Dryden has 
found our in the moſt Corre& Dramauck Poets 
of the laſt Age, and fays (*) in defence of our 
preſent Writers, That 1t they reach not ſome 
Excellencies of Fen Johnſon, yet at leaſt the 
are above that Meanneſs of "Thought whic 
he has tax'd, and which 1s fo frequent in ham. 

After this he falls upon the Gentlemen of 
the laſt Age in a Character, which (as Bayes 
{ays) 1s ſheer point and Satyr throughout (7); 
for after: having Droll'd upon them, calling. 
them O/d Fellows , Grave Gentlemen, &c. he 
ſummes vp his Evidence, and ſings an /o 7 ri- 
amphe ; aicribing his. Victory to the Gallantry 
and Civility of this Age, and to his own Know- 
ledge of the Cuſtoms and Manners of it. 

| muſt do Mr: Dryden this juſtice, to ac- 
quaint the World, that here, and there in this 

Poſtſcript, he interſperſes ſome faint Praiſes of 
theſe Authors ; ww beggs the Reader's Pardon 
for accuſing them (*), *Deliring him to con- 
* ſider that he lives in Age where his leaſt 
Efaults are ſevercly cenſur'd, and that: he has 
*no-way left to extenuate his failings, but, by 
*ſhewing as great 1n thoſe whom he admures. 

. Whether this be a ſufficient Excuſe or no, I 
leave to the Criticks : but ſure I am that this 
_ &s) Boide þ. x48. (y) Wd. p.lg4 (2) Dbid, pangs- 
org © | pro- 


Dramatick Poets. 139 © 
procedure ſeems exaQly agreeable to the Cha- y 
rater which an ingenious Perſon draws of a 
Malignant Wat, (*) * Who conſcious of his own 
©Vices, and ſtudious. to! conceal them, en» 
© deavours by Detrattion to make it appear that 
f others alſo of greater Eſtimation in the 
*world, arc tainted with the ſame or greater : 
©as Infamous Women generally excule their 
© perſonal Debaucheries, by incriminating up- 
©on their whole Sex, callumniating the molt 
* Chaſt and Virtuous, to palliate their own dal- 
© honour. | 

But. 'tis not the Poets only that Mr. Dryden 
attacks, for had I time, I could eaſily prove he 
has Almngnzpr-like fell foul upon Tor# all Re- 
lIigions, Parties, and Orders of Mankind; 1ſo 
that whilſt he was 4poHo's Subſtitute, he has 
play'd as odd Tricks, and been as Mad as his 
own W11d-Bull which he turn'd looſe 1n Serra 


Ronaa(*) ; | 


Whilſt Monarch-like he rang'd the hſfted Field, 
_ Fr ſome gor'd, ſome trampling down 
Ald. 


And as if by being Laureat, he were as In- 
fallible as St. Peter's Succeſlor; and had. as , 
large a Deſpotick Power as Pope Stephanus.the ' 
Sixth'to damn his Predeceflors ;.he has aſlault« 
ed with all the Bitterneſs 1maginable not only 
the Church of Zxg/and, but alſo ridicul'd the 
ſeveral Profellions of the Lutherans, Calumiſts, 
. Socanians, Presbyterians, Hugonots, Anabaptiſts, 
. (a) Dr. Cbarleton's Diff:rene Wires of Men, P*' 120» (bd) 


| Conqueſt of Graqada, part 14 AQt, 1. Ste bo Take. - 
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1 ts, Quakers, &c. tho' I muſt obſerve 
by the way, that ſome le among the Per- 
Ferakions here mention'd might juſtly have ex- 


d better uſage from him on Account: of 
old Acquaintance 1n the Year 1659. But this 
being at preſent Foreign to my SubjeR, I ſhall 
not after an At of Oblivion revive forgotten 
Crimes,, but go on with the Thing I have un- 
dertook, (to wiz?) The Defence of the Poets of 
the laſt Age. | 
- Were Mr. Dryden really as great a Scholar, 
as he would have the World believe hum to 
be ; he would have call'd to mind, that Zomer, 
whom he profefſeth to imitate, had ſet him a 
better pattern of Gratitude, who mentions 
with Reſpe& and Kindneſs his Maſter Phemis, 
Mentor of 7thaca, and even Tychins, the'ho- 
neft Leather-dreffer. Had he follow'd Yrrgl, 
whom he would be thought to citeem ; inſtead 
of Reproaches, he had heap'd Panegyricks, on 
the Aſhes of his Illuſtrious Predeceflors:; and 
.FXather than have tax'd them with their Errors 
in ſuch a rude manner, would have -endea- 
;/vour'd to fix them in the Temple of Fame, 
as he did' Mnuſznus, and the Ancient Poets, in 
Elifinm, amongſt the Magnanimous Heroes, 
and 7 enucer's Oft-ſpring ; ſtiling them, (*) 

x =P Yates, fy Phebo digna locati. 

© Had he obſerv'd Ovid's Elegy ad Invides (*) 
he might have found that humour'd Gen- 
tleman,not only commending his Predeceſlors, 
but even his Cotemporaries. But tt ſ&ms he 
has follow'd Horace, whom he boaſts to have 


(c) eAnetd, hb. 6. (d) Amp nn, ls I, El, 154 . - 


ftudied (*), and whom he has imitated in his © 
greateſt Weakneſs, I mean his Ingratitude : 
if at leaſt that excellent Wit could' be guilty 
of a Crime, fo much below his Breeding ; for 
the very ſuſpicion of. which, Scalzger ( who 
like Mr. Dryden {eldome ſpares any man,) has 
term'd him Barbarous(*). /ngratus Horatius, 
atque auimo barbaro atque ſeruli; qui ne a Me- 
cenate'\quidem abſtinere potuit : . ſiquidem \qudd 
aint, verum eſt, Malthinum ab co appeHlatum, 
cujus demiſſas notaret tunicas (*). Mr. Drydes 
having imitated the ſame Fac, certainly he 
deſerves the ſame puniſhment : and if we.ma 
not with, Sca/zger call him Barbarons, yet all 
ingenious. Men, that know how he has dealt 
with Sbafeſpear, will count him ungrateful ; 
who by furbiſhing up an Old Play, witneſs 7 he 


Tempeſt; and Troilus and Creſfada, has got more 
pap or Day,. than its probable, ever Z4- 
Yace receiv'd from his Patron for any One Poem _ ' 7; 
inal] his Late. The like Debt he ſtands engag'd 
for e French for ſeveralof the Plays, he has 
publiſht; which if they exceed Mr. Sholeſprer 
11. Oeconomy, and Contrivance, 'tis that Mr. __ -- 
Dryden's Plays owe their Advantage to his skill + *,” 
in the French Tongue, or to the Age, rather 's 
than his own Condud -or Performances. 
Honeft Shakeſpear was not in thoſe days ac- 
quainted with thoſe great Wits, Scadery, Cat 
prenede, Scarron, Corneifle, &c. He was as much 
a Stranger to French as Latine, (in which, if 
we beheve Ber Johnſon, he was a very mall 
(e) Pref. Relig, Laici, laſt Paragraph. (f) Poet. L:3.C.97. 
(2) Malthiqus tunicis d:miſſis awbvlat $ Satyrare L.x. Stet 
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Proficient; ) and yet an humble Story of Do- 
raſtus and Fawma, ſerv'd him for AY inter's 
Tale, as well as The Grand Cyrus, or The Cap- 
2ive Queen, could furniſh out a Laureat for a 
Conqueſt of Granada. Shhkeſpear's Meaſure for 
Meaſure, however — y Mr. Dryden with 
his Much Adv about Nothing, were believ'd by 
Sr. William Davenant, (who I preſume had as 
much judgment as Sir Poſitive At-all ®) to 
—- Wit enough in them to make one good 
lay. | 
To conclude, if Mr. Shakeſpear's Plots are 
more irregular than thofe of Mr. Dryden's 
(which by ſome will not be allow'd) 'tis be- 
cauſe he never read Ari/torle, or Rapin ; andT 
think Taſſo's Arguments to Apollo in defence 
of his Grerufalemme Ziberata may be pleaded 
in our Author's behalf. (') Che ſof havea ub- 
Þridito al talento, che gh havea dato ia Natura, (oy 
al inſpiratione della ſua fereniſſima Calliope ; che 
er cio It pareva at comprtamente haver ſodis- 
fatto a gli obbhghi tutti della Poetica, nella f «ef 
'fua Maeſta non havendo -preſcritto legge alcuna, 
' non ſapea veder con qual autorita Ariiſtotile ha- 
veſſe P ne le Regole dt efſa: eh eplt non 
war havendo udito dire, che im Parnaſſo ff defſe 
altro Siznore, che ſua'Maefta, e le ſue Sereniſſime 
Dive, i] ſao Petcato di not havere ubbidito a 
commandamenti d Ariſtotile era proceduto da 
mera ienoranza, non aa malitia alcuna. The 
(h) Sce Sullen Lovers, p. 5, (i) I Ragguarli di Parnaſſo 


ai Boccaliai, Rigg. 28, Oc Boccalini's Advertiſements from 
 Paraaſſus advert T, 28, 
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Sence of which 1s thus; That he had only 
obſerv'd the Talent which Nature had given 
him, and which his Ca#zope had :nfed into 
him: Wherein he thought he had fulfill'd all 
the duties of Poetry, and that his Majeſty ha- 
ving preſcrib'd no Laws thereunto, he knew 
not with what Authority Ar:/torle had -pub- 
liſhed any Rules to be obſerved 1a it : and: that 
he never having heard that there was any d- 
ther Lord in Parnaſ/us but his Majeſty, his 
fault in not having oblerv'd Ar:ftole's Rules, 
was, an Error of Ignorance, and not of any 
Malice. f: $1105 Wh. 

As to Mr. Fletcher, ſhould we grant: chat he 
underſtood not the Decorum of the Stage, as 
Mr. Dryden, and Mr. Fleckyoe before ham in 
his Diſcourſe on the Engliſh Stage, obſerve; 
his Errors on that account, are more pardona- 
able than thoſe of the former, who pretends 
ſo well to know it, and yet has offended againſt 
ſome of its moſt obvious and eſtablithed Rules. 
Witneſs Porphrrius(*) his attempt to kill the 
Emperor whoſe Subjet he was, and whooffer'd 
to adopt him his Son, and give him his-Daugh- 
ter in- Marriage. Philocles (' ) joinzng with 
Prince Li/imantes in taking the Queen Pri- 
ſoner, who rTais'd him to be her: chief Fa- 
vourite (®). If to wound-a Woman be-an In- 
decency and contrary to the Character:of Man- 
hood, of which he accuſes Phz/after, * and 
Pergot :* than Mr. Dryden has equally offended 
with Mr. Fetcher, ſince he makes Abdelmelech 


(k) Tyranick Love. (1) Maiden Queen. (n) Poſtſcript 
p3g- 144. * Philaſter. * Faithful Shepherd+{c Ly 
: C1 


142 An Account of the 
Proficient; ) and yet an humble Story of Do- 
raſtus and Fawma, ſerv'd him for AWYinter's 
Tale, as well as 7 he Grand Cyrus, or The Cap- 
tive Queen, could furniſh out a Laureat for a 
Conqueſt of Granada. Shakeſpear's Meaſure for 
Meaſure, however deſpis'd by Mr. Dryden with 
his Much Ado about Nothing, were believ'd by 
Sr. William Davenant, (who IT preſume had as 
much judgment as Sir Poſitrve At-all ®) to 
have Wit enough -in them to make one good 
Play. | 
To conclude, 1f Mr. Shakeſpear's Plots are 
more 1rregular than thofe of Mr. Dryden's 
(which by ſome will not be allow'd) 'tis be- 
cauſe he never read Ar/totle, or Rapin ; andT 
think 7Taſ/o's Arguments to Pollo 1n defence 
of his Grerufalemme Liberata may be pleaded 
in our Author's behalf. (') Che ſolo havea ub- 
biadito al talento, che gh: havea dato a Natura, 
al inſpiratione delta ſua fereniſſima Calliope ; che 
er cio It pareva di compitamente haver ſodis- 
fatto a gli obblighi tutti della Poetica, nella quale 
fra Macſta non havendo preſcritto legge Ges 
non ſapea veder con gnal autorita Ariſtotile ha- 
veſſe publicato le m—_ at eſſa: ech' eglr non 
wat havendo ndito dre, che im Parnaſlo /# defſe 
altro Siznore, che ſua Maeſta, e le ſue Sereniſſtme 
Dive, il ſuo Petcato di non havere ubbidito a' 
commandamenti d'Ariſtotile era proceduto da 
mera ienoranza, non da malitia alcuna. The 
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(h) See Sullen Lovers, pg, (i) I Ragguaxls di Parnaſſo 
di Boccalini, Rigg. 28, Or Boccalini's Advertiſements from 
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Sence of which 1s thus; That he had only 
obſerv'd the Talent which Nature had given 
him, and which his Ca/ope had 1nfpired into 
| him: Wherein he thought he had fulfll'd all 
the duties of Poetry, and that his Majclty ha- 
ving preſcrib'd no Laws thereunto, he knew 
not with what Authority Ari/toz/e had pub- 
liſhed any Rules to be obſerved 1n it: and that 
he never having heard that there was any o- 
ther Lord in Parna//us but his Majeſty, his 
faulr in not having oblerv'd Aritotle's Rules, 
was, an Error of Ignorance, and not of any 
Malice. | - 
As to Mr. Fletcher, ſhould we grant that he 
underſtood not the Decorum of the Stage, as 
Mr. Dryden, and Mr. Flecknwoe before him in 
his Diſcourſe on the Engliſh Stage, obſerve; 
his Errors;on that account, are more pardona- 
able than thoſe of the former, who pretends 
ſo well to know 1t, and yet has offended againſt 
ſome of its moſt obvious and eſtabliſhed Rules. 
Witneſs Porphirins (*) his attempt to kill the 
Emperor whoſe Subject he was, and whooffer'd 
to adopt him his Son, and gtve him hisDaugh- 
ter in Marriage. - Philocles (') joinzng with 
Prince L:/emantes in taking the Queen Pri- 
ſoner, who rais'd him to be her. chief Fa- 
vourite (®). It to wound a'Womarn- be: an In- 
decency and contrary to the Character of Man- 
hood, of which he accuſes P-/after, * and 
Perigot : * than Mr. Dryden has equally offended 
with Mr. Fletcher, fince he makes Abde/melech 


(k) Tyranick Love. {1} Maiden Queen. (nv) Poſtſcript 
B12. 144 * Phi'aſt:r. #* Fiithful Shepherd; {c, 
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udaraxa (®). If 1t be contrary to the 

Decorum of the Stage for Demetrins and Leon- 
_ Ftus toe ſtay in the midit of a routed Army, to 
| hear the cold Marth of The Hiumourous { 1eu- 
Zenant (*) 'tis certainly no leſs,to ſtay the Queen 
and her Court, to hear the cold Mirth of Ce- 
ladon and Florimel about their Marriage Cove- 
mants, whilſt the main ACtion 1s depending (?). 
If Mr. Fletcher be tax'd by Mr. Dryden ( q) for 
introducing Demetrius with a Piſtol in his 
Hand (in the Humourous Lieutenant) 1n the 
next Ape to Alexander the Great : I think Mr. 
Dryden commutted as great a Blunder in his 
Zambra Dance (*), where he brought in the 
Mahometans bowing to the Image of Fupiter. T 
could give you ſeveral other Inſtances, but 
theſe are enough to ſhew, that Mr. Dryden is 
no more Infallible than his Predeceflors. 

As to his failing in the two laſt Ads, (a fault 
Cicero lometimes alludes to, and blames, m an 
Idle Poet; (*) ) 1ts more to be imputed to his 
Lazineſs, than his want of Judgment. I have 
either read, or been inform'd, (1 know not well 
whether) that 'twas generally Mr. F/ezcher's 
pratice, after he had finiſh'd Three Atts of a 
Play to ſhew them to the Actors, and when 
they had agreed on Terms, he huddled up the 
two laſt without thatcare that behoov'd him ; 
which gave opportunity to ſuch Friends as Mr. 

(n Conqueſt of Granada, H. Part. (0) Poſtſcript, p. 144. 
{p) Maiden Queen. (q) Poſtſcript, 1b7d. (r) Conqueſt of Gra- 
aada, pmtl. 1) Tull. lib. d: Seneft, [non procul ab initio) a 
qua | ſc, Natura non ycrifimile eſt, cum ce:crz partes zritis bene 
d:icripte fint, extremum aumy ranquam ab increi Poera, eff: 
neglefum, : 

Dryden 
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Dryden to traduce him. This, tho' no juſt 
excuſe, yet I believe was known to Mr. 
Dryden before, and therefore ought not as an 
act of Tgnorance,to have been urg'd fo fiercely 
again{t him: _-h 
As to his Plots being borrow'd, 'tis what 18 
allowed by Scahger, and others; and what has 


. been prattic'd by Mr. Dryden, more than by 


any Poet that I know: ſo that Ze of all Men 
living had no Reaſon to throw the firſt Stone 
at him. But Mr. Dryden is of 'the nature of | 
thoſe Satyriſts deſcrib'd by Scalzger (*) ;' Com 
mune eſt omnibus profiteri ſeſe omnium pene ho- 
ſtem; pauciſjmorum parciſumum lauadatorem : 
Se guoque wvuhierare ut altos mterficere liceat ; 
nam ne amicis guidem parcunt. 

To come laſtly to Fen Johnſon, who. (as Mr. 
Dryden affirms (*), ) has borrow'd more | from 
the Ancients than any: I crave leave to ſay 
in his behalf, that our late Zaureat has far 
out-done him in Thefts, proportionable to his 
Writings: -and therefore he 1s guilty of the 
higheſt Arrogance, to accuſe another of a 
Crime, for which he 1s moſt of all men liable 
to be arraign'd. (*) 


Qs tulerit Gracchos de ſeditione querenteis ? 


I muſt further alledge that Mr. 7ohnſon 1n 
borrowing from the Ancients, has only fol- 
low'd the Pattern of the great Men of former 
Ages, Homer, Virgil, Ovid, Horace, Plautns, 
Terence, Seneca, &c. all which have imitated 
the Example of the induſtrious Bee, which 

(:} Port. Liz. C97, (n) Pr-f. Mock ft. of. (x) Juv: Sar 2. 
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ſucks Honey from all forts of. Flowers, and 
lays it- up 1n a general Repoſitory. . Twould 
be adZum agere to repeat what 1s known to all 
Learned Men ; that there was an Illiad written 
before that of Homer, which Aritof/e men- 


| tions; and from which, (by Saiaas, han, 


and others,) Homer 1s ſuppoſed to have bor- 
Tow'd his Deſign. FYirgil copied from Fe/iod, 
Homer, Piſ Say <2 Euripides, T heocritus, Aratus, 
Enmnnins, Pacuvins, Lucretius, and others; as 
may be ſeen in Macrobius, and Futuio Urſin, 
whach laſt Author has writ a particular 'Trea- 
tiſe of his Thefts. Notwithſtanding he ac- 
countad it no Diminution to his Worth, but 
rather gloried in has Imitation : for when ſome 
ſnarling Criticks had accus'd him for having 
borrow'd his Deſign from Homer, he reply'd; 
*Tis . the AQ of an Hero, to wrelt at 
Club out of his Hand. Beſides he not only 
acknowledges in particular his making uſe of 
Heſwa, (?) | 

Aſcreaumgue cano Romana per oppida carmen - 
But extreamly glories in his being the firſt La. 
tine Poet that had treated on Country Aﬀairs : 

— uvat ire jugts, qua nula. priorum 
CaFftaliam molli diducitur orbita clivo. 

Ouid not only took the Defign of his Meta- 
»orpho/is, from the foremention'd Parthentus . 
bur even Horace himſelf notwithſtanding his 
Hypercritical Sentence againſt ſuch as under- 
—_ that Province, and did not well acquit 
themſelves, {tiling them (*). | 

----Tm1tatorum fiultum pecus, ----. 
' (y) Geor. IL. 3, (2) Epift, L, 1. Ep. 19. 
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Yet, I ſay, He himſelf not only imitated Zacihus 
in his Satyrs, and followed Ar;/totle 1h his E- 

iſtle De Arte Poetica : but allo tranſlated Yer- 

atim thoſe Fragments of the Greeks, which ih 
ſome Editions are. to be found at the End of 
Pmdar's Works, and inferted them in his farſt 
Book of Odes, as might be eaſily made appear, 
were 1t not too long a Diſcurfion. 

For this Reaſon I ſhall only fpeak ſuccinaM 
of the Latine Dramatick Poets, moſt which 
were Imitators at leaſt, if not wholly behold- 
ing to the Greek Poets for their Productions. 
Thus Seneca in his Tragedies imitated Eurt- 
pides, ad AAichylns ; Terence borrow'd from 
Menander , and in his Prologue to Anaria, 

uotes Nevins, Plautus, and Ennins for his 

uthority. F could enumerate more Inſtances, 
but theſe are ſufficient Precedents to excuſe 
Mr. Johnſon. 

Permit me-to ſay farther in his behalf, That 
if in imitation of theſe illuſtrious Examples, 
and Models of Antiquity, he has borrow'd 
from them, as they from each other ; yer that 
he attempted, and as ſome think, happily ſuc- 
ceeded in his Endeavours of Surpaſling them : 
inſomuch that a certain Perſon of Quality (*) 
makes a Queſtion, © Whether any of the Wit 
© of the Latine Poets be more Terſe and Elo- 
©quent-1n their Tongue, than this Great and 
©Learned Poet appears 1n ours. 

Whether Mr. Dryden, who has likewiſe ſuc- 
ceeded to admiration in this way, or Mr. 7ohn- 
ſon have moſt improv'd, and beſt advanc'd 


{a) Poems and Elſzys, frogs Howard, P. 24. 
2 


what 
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what they have borrow'd from the Ancients, 
I ſhall leave to the deciſion of the abler Cri- 
ticks: only this T mnſt ſay, in behalf of the 
later, that he has no ways endeavour'd to con- 
ceal what he has borrow'd, as the former has 
generally done. Nay, 1n his Play call'd Sejarns 
he has printed in the Margent throughout, 
the places from whence he borrow'd: the 
ſame he has practic'd in ſeveral of his Maſques, 
(as the Reader may find 1n his Works; ) a Pat- 
tern, which Mr. Dryden would have done well 
to have copied, and had thereby ſav'd me the 
trouble of he following Annotations. 

There 1s this difference between the Pro- 
cecdings of theſe Poets, that Mr. Johnſon has 
by Mr. Dryden's Confeſſion (*») Deſgn'd his 
Phts himſelf; whereas I know not any One 
Play, whoſe Plot may be ſaid to be the Product 
of Mr. Dryden's own Brain. When Mr. 7ohn- 
fon borrow'd, 'twas from the Treaſury of the 
Ancients, which 1s ſo far from any diminution 
of his Worth, that I think it 1s to his Honor ; 
at leaſt-wiſe I am ſure he 1s juſtthed by his Son 
Carthwrzht, in the following Lanes (*): 


What tho' thy ſearching Muſe did rake the duft 
Of Time, & purge old Mettals from their Ruſt ? 
Ts it no Labour, no Art, think they, to 

Snatch Shipwracks from the Deep,as Drvers do? 
And reſcue Jewels from the covetous Sand, 
Making the Seas hid Wealth adorn the Land? 
What tho' thy culling Muſe aid rob the flore 
Of Greek and Latine Gardens, to bring o're 


CRIES — 


(b) Pref. Mack 4ſtrel. (c) Carthwright's Poems, p. 315+ 
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Plants to thy Native Soil? their Pirtue were 
tmprov'd far more, by being planted here : 
tf thy Still to their Efſence doth refine 
So many Drugs, 1s not the Water thine? 
Thefts thus become juſt Wurks ; they and their 
Grace 
Are wholly thine; thus doth the Stamp and Face 
_ that the King's that's raviſhd from the 
me ; 


In others then 'tis Oar, in thee 'tis Coin. 


On the contrary, tho' Mr. Dryden has like- 
wiſe borrow'd from the Greek and Latine 
Poets, as Sephocles, Yirgil, Horace, Seneca, &c. 
which I purpoſely omit to tax him with, as 
thinking what he has taken to be lawful prize : 
yet I cannot but obſerve withal ; that he has 
plunder'd the chiet /ralran, Spaniſh, and French 
Wits for Forage, notwithſtanding his pretend- 
ed contempt of them : and not only ſo, but eyen 
his own Countrymen have been fore to pay 
him tribute, or to - better, have not been 
exempt from being Pillag'd. This I ſhall ſut- 
ficiently make out 1n the Examen of his Plays ; 
1n the mean time, give me leave to ſay a word, 
or two, in Defence of Mr. Fohwſon's way of 
Wit, which Mr. Dryden calls Clenches. 

There have been few great Poets which 
bave not propos'd ſome Eminent Author for 
their Pattern, ( Examples of this would be 
needleſs and endleſs.) Mr. Johnſon propos'd 
Plautus for his Model, and not only borrow'd 
from him, but imitated his way of Wat in Eng- 
liſh. There are none who have read him, hut 

Jeet | Vf are 
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are acquainted with his way of Playing with 
Words : I will give one Example for all, which 
the Reader may find in the very entrance of 
his Works; I mean tbe Prologue to Armphitruo. 


Tuſtlam rem &y facilem oratum a vobis vole -, 
. Nam juſte ab juſtts juitus ſum Orator datus. 

Nam injuſta ab juſtis impetrare non decet : 

Tuſta autem ab mjuſtis petere inſ/ipientia ft. 


Nor might this be the ſole Reaſon for Mr. 
Fohnſon's Imitation, tor poſhbly 'twas his Com- 
pliance with the Age that induc'd him to this 
way of writing, 1t being then as Mr. Dryden 
obſerves (*) the Mode of Wit, the Vice of the 
Age, and not Fen Johnſon's : and beſides Mr. 
Dryaen's taxing Sir Philip Sidney for playing 
-waith his Words, 1 may add that I fab pra- 
&tis'd by ſeveral Dramatick Poets, who were 
Mr. 7Zohnſon's Cotemporaries : and notwith- 
ſtanding the advanrage which this Age claims 
over the laſt, we find Mr. Dryden himſelf as 
well as Mr. Johnſon, not only given to Clinches 
but ſometimes a Carwichet, a Quarter-quibble, 
or 4 bare Pun ſerves his turn, as well as his 
Friend Bur in his #1/d Gallant; and there- 
fore he might have ſpar'd this RefleQion, if he 
had given himſelt the J1berty of Thinking. 

As to his RefleCtions on this Trmumvirate in 
general: I might eaſily prove, that his Im- 
proprieties in Grammar, are equal to theirs : 
and that He himſelf has been guilty of Sole- 
ci{ms 1n Speech, and Flaws in Sence, as well 
as Shakeſpear, Fletcher, and Johnſon: but this 


. {4) Yoſticript to Granada; p, 148. 


would 
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would be to waſt Paper and Time : and beſides» 
I conſider that Apolts Laws like thoſe of our 
own Nation, allow no Man to be try'd twice 
for the ſame Crime: and Mr. Dryaen having 
already been arraign'd before the Wits upon the 
Evidence of the Rota, and found Guilty b 
Mr. Clifford the Foreman of the Jury : I ſhall 
ſuppreſs my further Evidence, till I am ſerv'd 
with a Subpena, by him, to appear before that 
Court, or have an Aon clapp'd _ me by 
his ProQtor, as guilty of a Scanda/um Archi- 
Poete ; and then I ſhall readily give 1n my De- 
poſitions. 

For theſe, and the like Reaſons, I ſhall at 
preſent paſs by his diſ-obliging Retletions on 
feveral of his Patrons, as well as the Poets his 
Cotemporaries: his little Arts to ſet up him- 
felf, and decry others; his dexterity 1n alter- 
ing other Mens Thoughts, 1o as to make them 
paſs for his own ; his Tautologies; his Petty» 
Larcenies, which notwithſtanding his {tiling 
of himſelf Saturnine, ſhew him ſufficiently 
Mercurial, at leaſt, if Plagiaries may be ac- 
counted under the Government of that Planet, 
In fine, (1f Old Hooay will allow. me to borrow 
that wRny he reſembles Vulgar Painters, who 
can tolerably copy after a good Original, but 
either have not judgment, or will not take 
the pains themſelves to deſign any thing of 
value. This will eaſily appear in the follow- 
ing Account of his Plays, of which I come 
now to ſpeak, Ys. 

Albion and Albanias, an Opera perform'd at 
the Queen's Theatre in' Dorſer-Garden, and 
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8 An Account of the 
printed in Folio, Lond. 1685. © The'Subje& 
© of 1t (as the Author: ſays) 1s wholly Alle- 
©gorical; and the Allegory it ſelf ſo very ob- 
©yious, that it will no ſooner be read, than 
© underſtood. I need not therefore take the 
pains to acquaint my Reader, that by the Man 
on the Pedeſtal,who 1s drawn with h_ lean, 
pale Face, with Fiends Wings, and Snakes 
twiſted round his Body : and incompaſt by 1e- 
veral Phanatical Rebellious Heads, who fuck 
Poyſon from him, which runs out of a Tap in 
his Side, 1s meant the late Lord Shaf7sbury, 
and his Adherents. T ſhall not pretend to paſs 
my cenſure whether he deſerv'd this uſage 
from our Author, or no; but leave it- to the 


Judgments of State{men and Polititians. How - 


well our Author has drawn his other Cha- 
racters, I ſhall leave to the deciſion of the 
Criticks: as alſo whether Monſieur Grabu«t, or 
our Poet deſerves the nee; or cither of 
them merit thoſe Applauſes which Mr. Dryden 
in both theig. Names challenges as” their due ; 
fince 1 find an Author af a different Opinion, 
who thus deſcribes them. 


Grabut 41s Yoke-mate ne're ſhall be forgot, 
Whom th” Godof Tunes upon a Muſe begot. 
Bays on a double ſcore to Gon belongs : 

As well for wriung as for ſetting Smgs. 

For fome have ſworn,(th" Intrigue fe od is laid)) 
That Bayes and He miſtook each others Trade 
Grabut 7he Les, and He the Muſick made. 


Alt for Love, or The World well Loft ; a Tra- 
gedy actcd at the Theatre Royal; and written 
bf | iN 
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1n imitation of Shakeſpear's ſtile, printed in 
uarto Lond. 1678. and dedicated to the Right 
| Sm Thomas Earl of Danby. That our 
Author has nearly imitated Shakeſpear 1s evi- 
dent by the following Inſtance. In the Co- 
medy call'd Much Ado about Nothing (*) the 
Baſtard accuſes Hero of Ditloyalty betore the 
Prince, and Claudio her Lover: who (as ſur- 
pra at the News,) asks, Who! Hero? Baſt. 
ven ſhe, Leonato's Hero, your Hero, every 
Mans Hero. In this Play, (!) on the like oc- 
caſion, where Yentidus accules Cleopatra, An- 
tony {ays, Not Cleopatra! Yen. Even ſhe my 
Lord! Ant. My Cleopatra? Yen. Your Cleo- 
patra ; Dollabelia's Cleopatra : Every Mans Cleo- 
patra. Ex homine hunc natum dicas. Our Au- 
thor with juſtice prefers the Scene betwixt An- 
toninus and Yentidins in the firlt AR, to any 
thing he has written 1n that kind : but as to 
his defence of the Scene between Ofauia and 
Cleopatra, in the end of the thard AR, there 
are. ſome Criticks who are not yet ſatisfied, 
that it is agreeable to the RuG.of Decency 
and Decorum, to make Perſons of 'their Cha- 
rater demean themſelves contrary to. the Mo- 
deſty of their Sex. For the Plot ſee Phutarch 
in Vit. M. Ant. Suetonins in Aug. Dion Caſſius, 
Lib. 48. 51. Orofeus, Lib. 6. Cap. 7. ' Forus, 
L.4- C.11. Appian de Bellis Crulibus, Ls. 
Amboyna, a "Tragedy acted at the Theatre 
Royal ; printed in quarto Lond.1673. and dedi- | 
cated to the Right Honourable the Lord Cl:f- 
ford of Chudlejgh. The Plot of this Play 1s 


(c) AR 3» Þ» JONI, (f) Act 4+ Þr 54+ 


found- 
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founded chiefly on Hiſtory, being an Account 
of the Cruelty of the Dutch to our Country- , 
Men in Amboyna, An.Dom. 1618. There was 
a Book publiſht by the Za/t-/ndia Company, 
which I never ſaw, but I have read a Relation 
extracted from thence by Mr.Purchas,and prin- 
ted in his P7/grimage, Vol. II. L. 10. Ch. 16. 
There are ſeveral other Authors that have 
mention'd this Story, as Sander/on's Hiſtory of 
King James, pag. 577. Stubb's Relation of the 
rtch Cruckind to the Engliſh at Amboyna, 
mm in quarto Lond. 1632. Wanley's Hi- 
ry of Man, Lib. 4. Ch. 10. Ex. 1. ThePlot 
of the Rape of //abmaa, by Harman Junior, 
1s founded on a Novel in Cynthio Gyraldt, 
Deca 5*: Nov. 10: | 
Alftenation, or Love in a Nunnery, a Comedy 
ated at the Theatre Royal, printed in quarto 
Lond. 1678. and dedicated to his moſt Honour'd 
Friend Sir Charles Sid/ey Baronet. This Play 
was Damn'd on the Stage, or as the. Author 
phraſes it (#), 2t ſucceeded if} in the Repreſenta- 
Zion. I ſhall not pretend to determine, any 
more than the Author, © Whether the fault 
«was in the Play it ſelf, or in the lameneſs of 
© the Aﬀtion, or in the number of its Enemies, 
© who came reſfoly'd to damn it for the Title : 
but this I know, that his Refletions en Mr. 
Ravencrofts Play , call'd Mamamouch: , -pro- 
vok'd him to a retort in another Protogue 
(*) to a new Play of his aQted. the Vaca- 
tion: following, part of which as relating'to 
this Play, I ſhall tranſcribe. YT 
(2) Epiſtle Dedicarory, (by) Careleſs Lovers, 


Pl 
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An Author did to pleaſe you, let bis Wit run 
Of late, much on a Serving-man,and Cittern; 
And yet you would not like the Serenade, - 
Nay, and you damn'd his Nuns in Maſquerade. 
Tou did hrs Spaniſh Smg-ſong too abhor, 
Ah! que locura con tanto rigor. 
tn fine, the whole by you ſo much was blam'd, 
To att their parts the Players were aſham'd ; 
Ah ! how ſevere your Mal'ce was that Day ; 
To damn at once the Poet and his Play. 
But why, was your Rage juſt at that 11me ſhown, 
When what the Poet wr:t,was all hrs own ? | late, 
Till then he berrow d from Remance,and did tranſ- 
And thoſe Plays found a more indulgent Fate. 


But 1n this Mr. Ravercrof? 1s very much de- 
cery'd, for moſt of the Characters, as well as 
the Incidents are borrow'd from Fiench Ro- 
mances; as for inſtance, The Charafters of 
the Duke of Mantua, Prince Frederick and Lu- 
cretia, are borrow'd from 7 he Annals of Love, 89 
in the Story of Conſtance the fair Nun, pag. 81. 
but as to the Scene of the Petticoat and Bell, 
ke (*) ſo much commended by Mr. Bayes (dy 
I believe 'twas Mr. Dryden's own Contrivance. 
The CharaQters of Aurelian, Camille, Laura, 
and Y7oletta, are taken from Scarron's Comical 
Romance, in the Hiſtory of Deſtiny and Madam 
Star. See Ch. 13. pag. 43. The Humour of Ze- 
#:to's affefting Mulick, to the prejudice of his 
Carcaſs (*), is borrow'd from Qumanlt's Cha- 
raQer of ZJodo/et,. in the begining of his Le 
Comedie, ſans Comedic. The paſſage of Fron- 
; (i) Ak SCoIs (k) Rebearſal, Act- 3+ [+339 (D AQ.1. Sc.1- 


tona's 
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toxa's throwing water upon Zaura and Y7oletta 
(®) is taken from Les Contes de M. de Ia Fon- 
zaine. premiere partie, Nov.11. þ.74. There are 
other French Authors that have handled the 
ſame Story, as Les Cent Nouvelles Nouvehes. 
La Damoiſelle a Cur ouvert &Cc. 

Aareng-zebe, a Tragedy acted at the Theatre 
Royal, printed 1n quarto Lond. 1676. and dedi- 
cated to the Right Honourable John Earl of 
AMufzrave. The Plot of this Play 1s related at 
wy in Tavernier's Voyages mto the Tndies. 
Vol. I. Part 2. Ch.z. Our Author 1s not wholy 
free from Thetfts in this Play, and thoſe who 
have ever read Seneca's Hippolitns, will allow 
that Aureng-zebe has ſome reſemblance with 
_ this Character, and that Nourmabal, 1s in part 

copied from Phadra, which will the better ap- 
pear, if the Reader will compare the follow- 
ing Lines. (") | 


Hip. ——————T heſei vultus amo 
Thos priores, quos tulit quondam puer ; 
Cum prima puras barba ſ/ignaret genas, 


Aar.(0) I am not chang'd,I love myHusband ſUll; 
ButLove him as he was when youthful Grace 
And the fir{t bloom began to ſhade his Face. 

Hip. ————— Magne regnator Deum, 

Tam kntas > Halen? + tam lentus viaes ? 

Ecquando Seua fulmen emities manu, 

S7 munc ſerenum eſt? 

Me velox cremet 

Tranſattus ignis. Sum nocens ; merui mori ; 

Placut nouerce. 

(m) AR ;.p. 22. (n) Hippolitus, AR 2. Sc 3. (4) Avrenge 
wht; AR 4. Sce I, Ants 
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Aur. Heavens can you this without juſt ven- 
geance hear, | 
When will you Thunder, if it now be clear ! 

Yet Her alone let not your Thunder ſeize : 
I too deſerve to dye, becaulc I pleaſe. 


T could cite other paſſages in this Play bor. 
row'd from Seneca, but this 1s enough to con- 
vit our Author of borrowing from the Latine 
Poets, now give me leave to give you one In- 
ſtance likewiſe of his borrowing from Mr. 


Milton's Sampſon Agoniſtes. (?) 

Dal. T ſee thou art implacable, more deaf [ſeas 
To Prayers than winds and ſeas, yet winds to 

Are reconcil'd at length, and ſea to ſhore : 
Thy anger onpaaenc {till rages, 
Eternal 'Tempelt never to be calm'd. 

* Emp. Unmov'd ſhe flood, deaf to all my prayers, 
As Seas and Winds to ſmking Me 2 7 
But Seas grow Calm,and Winds are reconciÞ'd : 
Her Tyrant Beauty never grows more mild. 


There are many other Hints from this Poem, 
that are inſerted in this Play by Mr. Dryaes, 
and which I ſhould not have laid to his Charge 
had he not accus'd Zen 7Johnſon of the ſame 
Crime, | | 

Crnpnc of Granaaa, by the Spantards, 1n two 
Parts, a&ted at the Theatre-Royal, - printed 1n 

uarto. Lond. 1678. (4) and dedicated to his 
oyal Highneſs the Duke. "Theſe Plays I have 
Teen ated. with great Applauſe, which ſo pufft 
up our Author with vanity, that he could not 


(p) Sampſon Agoniſtes, p« 108, * 4vre p. 8. (9) Third Edir, 
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refrain from abuſing his Predeceſlors, not only 
in the Poſticript already mention'd ; but even 
in a detratting Epilogue to the ſecond Part, 
which I ſhall leave ro the Readers o_ 
T have already hinted, that not only the Zpz- 
ſodes, and main Plot, bur even the Charatters 
are all borrow'd from French and Spaniſh Ro- 
mances, as Almahide, Grand Cyrus, Tbrahim 
and Gu/1man : fo that Mr. Dryden may be ſaid 
to have made a Rod for himſelf, in the follow- 
ing Lines; (*) | | | 
nd may thoſe drudges of the Stage, whoſe Fate 
Ts damm'd dull Farce more dully to Tranſlate, 
Fall under that Exciſe the State thinks fit 
Toſet on all French Wares,whoſe worſt is Fit. 
French Farce worn out at home, 7s ſent abroad; 
Find patcht up here is made our Engliſh Mode. 


How much Mr. D1yden has borrow'd from 
the French 1n this Play, cannot be comprehend- 
ed 1n the compaſs to which I confine my ſelf; 
and therefore I ſhall only mention ſome of the 
moſt remarkable Paſſages which are ſtollen. I 
am therefore in the fir{t place to begin with the 
Perſons repreſented : The CharaQter of Ahnan- 
or 1s chiefly taken from Ponce de Leon in Al- 
mahide ; from Ozmin in Cuſman, and Artaban 
in Cleoparra. His other Charafters of ZFoab- 
aclin, Almahide, Ferdinand and 7ſabella, Duke 
of Arcos, Ozmin, Hamet, Gomel, &c. are taken 
from Almahiae. « The Charatters of Ozmin and 
Benzaida, are borrow'd from /brahim, 1n the 
Story of Ozmm and Alibech, and Lynaaraxa, 

(r) Prologue, Firſt part, of Abdatia., Abdelmatec 4 

are 
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are copied from Prince Ariautes, Agathir/is, and 
Elibe/ts ; See Grand Cyrus, Part IX. Book I. 

I am now to give ſome Inſtances 'that ma 
make good my Afſertion, That Mr. Dryden has 
borrow'd = of his Thoughts, as well as his 
Characters from thoſe Authors aboyemention'd, 
tho' he has new cloath'd them in Rime. In the 
beginning of the Firſt Act, he has borrow'd the 
Deſcription of his Zu/l-Feaft, from Guzman's 
Fuego oe Toros fy Cannas : See the Story of Oz- 
min and Daraxa, part I. pag. 32. and 8g. The 
Deſcription of the FaQions pag. 4. 1s borrow'd 
from Almahide p. x. The next four Lines ſpos 
ken by the King is taken from Prince Muſa's 
advice in A/mahide, p. 6. The King's Speech 
in- going between the FaQtions, pag. 3. is. bor- 
row 'd from Almabide, Part 3. k 3. p. 63. 
The Deſcription of the Quarr<l] between 7a- 
rifa and Ozmin, 1s founded on Abindarrays his 
Speech in Alm. p. 2. The Riſe of the. Fami- 
lies, þ-6. from the ſame. Almanzar's killing 
Gomel, frem Alm. p.64. His quelling the Facti- 
ons, from Alm. p. 64, 65- In the Second AR, 
Almanzor's Victory, and his taking the Duke 
of Arcos Priſoner, p, 12. 1s copied from Alma- 
hide, p. 65. The Scene between Abdalla and 
Lyndaraxa, p. 13. is ſtollen from - Alm. p. 62. 
and from the Story of Ebe/ts in Cyras, Part 9. 
Book 1. p. 20. Zulema's Plea for Abaalla's right 
tothe Crown, s 7. is copied from Alma. p.62. 
His tempting him to Rebellion, from Cyres in 
the place above-mentiond. In the Thard AM; 
Almanzor's going over to Abaalla, on the Kings 
refuſal to grant the Duke of Arcos his Liberty, 

Pag.18, 
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bx 18. is taken from Alm. p. 55. &v. The 
rm after the Zambra Dance from the ſame 
page. The firſt meeting of Almanzor and Al. 
' mabhiae, p. 27. from Alm. p. 69. Of Abaalla and 
Almanzor, p. 30. from Alm. p.71. The Contro- 
verſy between Alnanzor and Zulema, p.3 1. from 
the fm Column. In the Fourth A, Alhman- 
zor's going over to Boabdelmn's Party, p. 34. 18 
taken from Alm. p. 72. Abaclmelech his coming 
to viſit Lyndaraxa 1n Diſguie, f: 35. 1s ftollen 
from the former Story of Z#/be/ts in Cyrus, p. 
25. xc. Abaallaviliting her, being Royally at- 
tended with Guards, p.39. from the ſame, p.67. 
Almanzor's freeing Almahide from Abaa/la's 
Captivity, p. 45. 15 copied from Ahn. p. 73. 
The beginning of the Fifth AR, y/z.The Scene 
between Abaalla, and Lynaaraxa, under the 
Walls of the A z, immediately after 'his 
Defeat, p. 48. is ſtollen from Cyras in the Story 
aforeſaid, p. 61. His flying to the Chriſtians, 
þ-' 50. from Alm. p. 72. Ozmin and Benzaida's 
ught, Þ- 62. from 7brahim, -p. 8. e\ 
might proceed through the Second Part, | 
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did I not fear the Reader to be already as' tir'd 
as my ſelf. I ſhall therefore only acquaint him, 
that moſt of that Play 1s borrow'd as well as 
the former: So that had our Author ſtollen 
from others, in none of his Labours, yet theſe 
Plays alone argue him guilty of the higheſt 
Confidence, that durſt preſume to arraign the 
Ancient Engliſh Poets as Plagtaries, in a Poſt- 
{cfipt to two Plays, whoſe Foundation and Lan- 
guage are in agreat meaſure ſtollen from the 

ginning to the End. I would therefore = 

ire 
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lire Mr. Dryden henceforth to ponder upon the 


following Epigram, which ſeems to give him 
better Advice. (f) 


ay" ap Cenſor, primun te crimine purga, 
ec tua te damment fatta nefanda reum. 
Ne tua contemnas aliena negotia curans ; 


An tibi te quiſquam gunetior efje poteſt. 


There are ſeveral Authors that have given 
an Account of this famous Attion, as Mariana, 
L. 25. C.18. Mayerne Turguet, L. 23. T huanus, 
L. 48. Guiccrararme, L. 12. Luc. Marinens Sic, 
L. 20. Car. Yerardus. Domingo Baltanas, &c. 

Don Sebaſtian, King of Poriugal: a Tragedy 
afted at the Theatre-Royal, printed in quarto, 
Lond. 1690. and dedicated to the Right Ho- 
nourable Phzlip Earl of Lercefter. This Play 
1s accounted by ſeveral One of the beſt of Mr. 
Dryden's, and was as I have heard aQed with 
great Applauſe The Foundation of it is built 
upon a French Novel call'd Don Sebaſtian, How 
far our Author has followed the French-man, 
i leave to the Readers of both to judge. Only 
give me leave to take notice of that paſlage in 
his Epiſtle to this Play, where he endeavours 
to clear himſelf from the charge of Plagiarie. 
He ſays, © The Ancients were never accus'd 
© of being Plagiarics, for building their Tra- 
© sedies on known Fables. To prove this aflers 
210n he brings ſeveral Inſtances; © Thus (fays 
©he) Augnftus Ceſar wrote an Ajax, which - 
*was not leſs his own becauſe Zzripides had 
*written a Play before him on that Subje& 

(f) Owens Diſticka Echicay & Politicag Epe 31, p. 51 
St *Thus 
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Thus of late years Corneifle writ an; Oedipus 
« after Sophocles ; and I have delign'd one atter 
chim, which I wrote with Mr. Zee, yet neti- 


' © ther the French Poer ſtole from the Greek, nor 


cwe from the French-man. 'Tis the Contri- 
<yance, the new turn, and new CharaQers 
© which alter the Property, and make 1t ours. 

T have not that I know of, any where ac- 
cus'd the Poets 1n general, or Mr. Dryden in 
particular, for borrowing tHeir Plots; knowing 
that it 1s allow'd by Scalzger, «M. Hedelin, and 
other Writers. "T1s true I have ſhew'd whe- 
ther they were founded 'on Hiſtory, or Ro- 
mance, and cited the Authors that treat on the 
Subject of each Dramma, that the Reader, by 
comparing them, might be able to judge the 
better of the Poets abilities, and his skall in 
Scenical Performances. But tho' the Poet be 
allow'd tro borrow his Foundation from other 
Writers, I preſume the Language onght to be 
his own; and when at any tume we find a Poet 
tranſlating whole Scenes from others Writings, 
I hope we may without offence call him a Pla- 
eiary: which 1t granted, I may accuſe Mr. 
Dryden of Theft, notwithſtanding this De- 
tence, and inform the Reader, that he equivo- 
cates 1n this Inſtance of Ocazpus - for tho' he 
{tole not from Corner/He in that Play, yet he 
has borrow'd very much from the Ocaipus Ty- 
raunus of Sophocles, as likewiſe from that of 
SCneca. 

For the Plot read the French Novel call'd 
Don Sebaſtian Roy de Portugal tranſlated into 
Fnglith. #aſconcetfos his Anacephale9/is, /tue 
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famma Capita Attorum Reg um Luſitanie, Ana. 
ceph. 2.0. SCC beſides other Writers of the Af. 
fairs of Por?upal about I578, in which year 
Sebaſtian was killd, 

Duke of Guiſe, a Tragedy ated by Their 
Majelties Servants, written by Mr. Dryden, 
and Mr. Lee, printed in quarto Lond. 1683. 
and dedicated to the Right Honourable Lau- 
rence Earl of Rocheſter. This Play found ſe- 
veral Enemies at its firſt appearance on the 
Stage : the Nation at that time being in a fer- 
ment about the Succeſſion, which occalion'd 
ſeveral Pamphlets, pro and con, to be publiſher. 
'The main Plot is borrow'd from Davila, Meze- 
ray, and other Writers of the Aﬀarrs of Charles 
the Ninth, as P. Mathieu, Memoires de Caſtel. 
nau. See belides 7 huanus, L. 93. The Stor 
of Malicorn the Conjurer may be read in Rof/et's 
Hiſtoires Tragiques en la Vie de Canope, 8? p.449. 

Evening's Love, or The Mock Aftrologer, a 
Comedy aQted at the Theatre-Royal by His Ma- 

*Felties Servants, printed in quarto, Zond. 1671. 
and dedicated to his Grace #illiam Duke of 
Newcaſtle. This Play 1s in a manner wholly 
ſtollen from the French, being patcht up from 
Corneille's Le Feint Aftrologue ; Molliere's NE 
amoreux, and his Les Precieuſes Riaicules ; 
and Quinault's L' Amant Indiſcreet : not to men- 
tion little Hints borrow'd from Shakeſpear , 
Petronins Arbiter &c. The main Plot of this 
Play 1s built on that of Cornere's, or rather 
Calderon's Play call'd Z/ Aſtrologo fingido, which 
Story 1s Iikewiſe copied by Md. Scudery in his 
Romance call'd /brahzm, or the Illuſtrious Baſ/a 
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in the Story of the French Marqueſs. Aurelie's 
affeation in her Speech p. 31. 1s borrow'd 
from Molliere's Les Precienſes Ridicules. The 
Scenc between Alonzo and Lopes p. 39. is tran- 
ſlated irom Molhere's Deprit amoreux, At 2.5.6. 
Camilla's benging a new Gown of Don Melchor 
Þ- Gr. from the ſame. AR x. Sc..2. The Love 
Quorrel beiween #7/d-bleod and Facinia ; Maſ- 
cal and Beatrix ; At 4. Sc. the laſt: 1s copied 
from the ſame Play, At 4. Sc. 3, and 4. The 
Scene of WY1ild-bhood, Jacmia, &c. being dif. 
cover'd by Aurelia's falling into Alonzo's Arms, 
P-73- ©. is borrow'd from Qumault's L' Amant 
naiſcreet, Act 5. SC. 4. | 

Kind Keeper, or Mr. Limberham, a Comed 

acted at the Duke's Theatre, by his Roya 
Highneſs's Servants; printed in quarto Lond. 
1680. and dedicated to the Right Honourable 
Fohn Lord Yaughan. In this Play, (which I 
take to be the beſt Comedy of his) he ſo much 
expos'd the keeping part of the Town, that 
the Play was ſtopt, when 1t had but thrice ap- 
' pear'd on the Stage ; but the Author took a be- 
coming Care, that the things that offended on 
the Stage were either alter'd or omitted in the 
Preſs. One of our modern Writers in a ſhort 
Satyr againſt Keeping, concludes thus ; (*) 


Dryden good Man thought Keepers to reclaim, 
HTit a Kind Satyr, ca/ll'd it T imberham. 
7 his all the Herd of Letchers ſtraight alarms, 
Fiom Charing-Crols to Bow was up in Arms; 
T hey damn'd the Play all at one fatal Blow, 


And broke the Glaſs that did their PitFure ſhow. 


(t) Cleve”, Poems, þ. 94: In 
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Tn this Play he 1s not exempt from borrow. 
ing ſome Incidents from French and 77aliar 
Novels : Mrs: Sammthys diſcovery of Love-all in 
the Cheſt, A&# 1. is borrow'd from the Novels 
of Cynthia Gyralai; lee prima parte Deca 3 *. 
Nov. 3. The ſame Story is in The Fortunate 
Decetv'd, and Unfortunate Lovers, fee Noy. 7, 
Decerv'd Lovers. Mrs. Brainſicks pricking and 
pr him, ACt 3. Sc. 2. 1s copied from the 

riumph of Love over Fortune, a Novel writ b 
M. S. Bremond, or elſe from Zelotide of M. de 
Pais: but theſe are things not worthy to be 
urg'd againſt any One, but Mr. Dryden, whoſe 
Critical Pen ſpares no Man. 

' Tndian Emperor, or The Conqueſt of Mexico 

the Spaniard's, being the vo go of the /ndian 

ueen, printed in quarto Zond. 1670. and dedi- 
cated to the Moſt Excellent and moſt Illuſtri- 
ous Princeſs Anne Dutcheſs of Monmouth and 
Bucclugh. This Play is writ 1n Heroick Verſe, 
and has appear'd on the Stage with great Ap- 
probation, yet 1t is not wholly free from Pla- 
glarie; but "ack they are only Hints, and much 
1mprov'd, I ſhall not mention the Particulars. 
*T1s ſufficient for me to obſerve 1n general that 
he has borrow'd from Plutarch, Seneca, Mon- 
tagne, Fletcher, &c. Mr. Drydenin the Second 
Edition to this Play, prefixt a Piece intituled, 
A Defence of an 2d of Dramatick Poeſy, be- 

ing an Anſwer to the Preface of 7he Great Fa- 
wvourite, or The Duke of Lerma : but upon ſome 
conſiderations our Author was obliged to re- 
traCt it. For the Plot of this Play 'tis founded 
chiefly on Hiſtory. See Lopez des Gomara Hil. 
L 3 Gene+ 
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General de las Incas, & de Conguilta de Mexico. 
De Bry Americe Pars 9. L.7. Ogleby's America, 
Chap. 3. Sect. 10. e Mariana ae Reb. Hiſp. L..26. 
Cap. 3. Four Letters printed in ſeveral Lan- 
guages. a_ uY 

Marriage A-la-mode, a Comedy aQted at the 
Theatre-Royal by Their Majeſties Servants ; 
printed in quarto Loud. 1673. and dedicated 
to the Right Honourable the Earl of Rocheſter. 
This Play tho' ſhil'd in the Title-page a Co» 
medy, 15 rather a 'Tragi-Comedy, and conſiſts 
of two different Attions ; the one Serious, the 
other Comck, both borrow'd from two Stories 
which the Author has tackt together. The 
Serious Part 1s founded on the Story of Seſo- 

ftris and 7 nk in the Grand Cyrus, Part 9. 
Book 3. and tht Characters of Pa/amede and 
Rhodophil, from the ſame Romance, Far.6. B* x. 
See the Hiſtory of T7 7mantes and Parthenia. L 
might mention alſo the Story of \qgaret in 
The Annals of Love, from whence part of the 
Character of Doralice was pollibly borrow'd ; 
and Les Contes 2) Ourulle pre fromevee P. 12. 
from whence the Fancy of Melantha's making 
Court to her ſelf 1n Rhodophits Name 1s takcn 
but this is uſual with our Poet. 

Miſtaken Husband, a Comedy aCtted by His 
Majcities Servants at the Theatre-Royal, and 
printed in quarto Lond. 1675. This Play Mr. 
Dryden was not the Author of, tho 'twas a- 
dopted by him, as an Orphan, which might 
well deſerve the Charity of a Seene which he 
beſtowed on 1t. It 18 of the nature of Farce, 

or ag the French term 1s, Baſſe Comedie, as Mr. 

| Bent. 
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Bentley the Bookſeller has obſery'd (*). "Tis 
writ on the Model of Plautus's Menechm: : 
and I have read a Story ſomewhat like it in 
L' Amant Oyſ/rf. Tome 2. p. 297. Nouvelle im- 
zitulee D. Martin. 

Oedtpns, a Tragedy ated at his Royal High- 
neſs the Duke's Theatre, written by Mr. Dry- 
den and Mr. Lee, printed in quarto Lond.1679. 
This Play is certainly one of the beſt Trage- 
dies we have cxtant; the Authors having bor- 
row'd many Ornaments not only from Sophoc les, 
but alſo from Seneca ; though 1n requital Mr. 
Dryden has been pleas'd to arraign the Memory, 
of the later by taxing him (*) of Running after 
* Philoſophical Notions more proper for the 
*Study an the Stage. As for Cornez/le he has 
ſcouted him for failing in the Character of 
his Hero, which he calls an Error 1n the firſt 
Conco&ion : tho' potlibly 'twas 1o 1n him to 
fall upon two ſuch Great Men, without any 
provocation, and to whom he has been more 
than once oblig'd for beautiful Thoughts. As 
to the Plot 'tis founded on the Tragedies of 
Sophocles and Seneca. | 

Rryal Ladies, a Tragi-Comedy, afted at the 
Theatre-Royal, printed in quarto Lond. 1679. 
and dedicated to the Right Honourable Roger 
Farl of Orrery. This Dedication 1s in the Na- 
ture of a Preface written in Defence of Engliſh 
Verſe. The Authors Sentiments were atter- 
wards controverted by Sr. Robert Howard, 1n 


the Preface to his Plays: to wk AN 
of has 
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Dramatick Eflay. Sr. Rehert made a Rejoynder, 
when he publiſhr his Duke of Lerma : and Mr. 
Dryden aniwer'd him ag inin the Pretace to 
his [udian Emperour,as I hive already obſervd. 

I beg leave of my Reader, to make one Re- 
mark on thi>Preltace, to ReQlity the following 
miſtake committed by our Author. He ſays, 
' E'Thar / he Trageay of ©ucen Gorbuduc was writ- 
©ten in Englth Verſe; and contequently that 
©Verſc was not 1o much a new way amongſt us, 
£25 an old way new reviv'd : and that this Play 
© was written by the late Lord Suckhurſt, atrer- 
© wards Earl of Dorſet. 

Mr. Dryden, as well as Sr. Fophng, notwith- 
ſtanding lus {ſmattering in the Mathematicks, 
3s out 1n his Judgment at Zenns - ior firſt (tho' 
His Majelities late Hiſtortographcr) he 1s m1- 
ſtaken in the Title-page - and 1 muſt crave 
leave to tell him by the by, that I never heard 
of any ſuch Queen of Przttazy, any more than 
He, of any King that was in &bodes, Nay fur- 
ther had ac coilwlns Hrlfon's Haltory of Eng- 
land, or any other Writers of Brute's Hiſtory, 
na'',even the Argument of that ver; Play, he 
would have found Gorbaduc to have been the 
laſt King of that Race, at leaſt the Father of 
Ferex and Porrex, in whom terminated the 
Line of Brute: and conſequently would not 
have permatted fo groſs an Error to have eſcapt 
his Pen for Three Edftions: tho' it may be 
Mr. Dryden's Printer was as much to blame to 
print Een for Aing, as he ironically accuſes 
Sr. Robert's for ſetting ſhut for open. There arg 
other Frrata's in Hiſtory, which I might im- 

| | .- pute 
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ute at leaſt to Mr. Pryden's Neghgence; but 
F ſhall at preſent wave them. In the mean 
time I mult acquaint the Reader, that howeyer 
Mr. Dryden al _ that this Play was writ 
by the Lord Buckhurſt, I can afſure him that 
the three firſt Ats were writ by Mr. 7 homas 
Norton : and that the Play it ſelf was not writ- 
ten in Rime, but blank Verſe, or if he will 
haye it, in proſe meſuree, ſo that Mr. Shakeſpear 
notwithftanding our Author's Allegation, was 
not the firſt beginner of that way of Writing. 

As to his Oeconomy, and working up of his 
Play, our Author 1s not wholly free trom Pil- 
lage, witncls the Jaſt At; where the Diſpute 
between Amzdeo, and Hippoiito; with Gonſaluo's 
fighting with the Pirates, 1s borrow'd trom Pe- 
tronius Arbyier, as the Reader may fee by read- 
ing the Story of Zncoſpius, iton, Eumolpus, 
and 7ryphana, aboard Licas's Vellel (?). To 
ſay nothing of the Retemblance of the Cata- 
ftrophe with that of Scarron's Rival Brothers, 
Novel the Fitth. 

Secret Love, or The Maiden Queen ; a = 
Comedy acted by His Majeſties Servants at the 
Theatxe-Royal, printed 1n quarto Lond. 1679. 
I have already made ſome obſervations onthis 
Preface, p. 143. and cannot paſs by his making 
uſe of Hayess Art of Tranſverſing, as any One 
may obſerve by comparing the Fourth Sanz 
of his Firſt Pelmedck the laſt Paragraph of 
the Preface to /brahim. As to the Contrivance 
of the Plot, the ſerious 7 up of it is founded 
on the Hiſtory of Cleoby/me Queen of Corinth, 


 (») Nw, Vat. p. 36% Kc. 
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Part 7. Book 2. The CharaQters of Celador 
Florimel, Olinda, and Sabina, are borrow d from 
the Story of P:/iftates and Cermrha in the Grand 
Cyrus, Part 9. Book 3. and from the Story of the 
French Margueſs in Tbrahim, Part 2. Book 1. 

Sir Marti Mar-all, or The Fejgn'd Innocence, 
a Comedy aQted at His Highneſs the Duke of 
Tork's Theatre, printed in quarto Zond. 1678. 
This Play 1s generally afcrib'd to Mr. Dryden, 
tho' his Name be not afhx'd to 1t. But in re- 
ality the Foundation of it 1s originally French - 
and whoever will compare it with H.Quman/'s 
L' Amant Indiſcret, and Molhiere's L'Etouray, 
on le contre temps, will find' not only the Plot, 
but a great part of the Language of Sr. Mart 
and his Man Harner borrow'd. There are 1e- 
veral other Turns of the Plot copied from o- 
ther Authors; as #arner's playing on the Lute 
inſtead of his Maſter, and his being ſurpriz'd 
by his Folly; See Francion written by M. Du 
Pare Lib. 7. Old: Mooay and Sr. John bein 
hoiſted up in their Altitudes, 1s taken (at leaſt 
the hint of it) trom Shakerly Marmion's Fine 
Companion , At 4. Sc. 1. The Song of Hlind 
Love to this Hour, (as T have already obſerv'd 
(*) Y 4s tranſlated from-a Song made by M. de 
Poitare : tho'T muſt do Mr. Dryden the Juſtice 
to acquaint the World, that he has kept to the 
Sence, and the fame —_— of Verſe. 

Spaniſh Fryar, or The Double Diſcovery, a 
Tragi-Comedy aQted at the Duke's Thearre: 
printed in quarto Zowd. 1681. and dedicated 
to the Right Honourable 7obn Lord Haughton. 

(z) Pacſies de M.Voiture, pr 457» 
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Whether Mr. Dryden intended his Character 
of Dominick as a Satyr on the Romiſh Prieſts 
only, or on the Clergy of all Opinions in ge- 
neral, I know not: but ſure f am, that , 
might have ſpar'd his Refleting Quotatzon 10 
the Front of his Play : 

Ut melius poffis fallere ſume togam. 

But the truth 1s, ever ſince a certain Worthy 
ay retusd Orders to a certain Poet, Mr. 
Dryden has declar'd open defiance againſt the 
whole Clergy ; and fince the Church began the 
War, he has thought 1t but Juſtice ro make 
Repraſals on the Church. Mr. Dryden who 1s 
famous for calleting Obſervations, and Rules 
for Writing, has learnt this great Arcanum 
from his Brother Poct, the Tutor to Pacheca 
1n the Comedy of the Reformation (*); © That 
f this one piece of Art of Retlecting 1n all he 
© writes, on Religion and the Clergy, has ſet 
* off many an indifferent Play, by the titila- 
©t10n 1t affords the Gallants, who are ſure to 
© oct thoſe Verſes all by heart, and fill their 
(RY with them to their Country Friends. 
But whatever ſucceſs this way of Writing may 
find from the Sparks, it can never be approv'd 
on by ſober Men : and there are none who have 
any ſenſe of Religion themſelves,that can with- 
out concern ſuffer it to be abus'd ; and none hut 
Apoltates or Atheiſts will be ſo 1impudent to at- 
tempt 1t: and the real cauſe of their Envy 
| and Mahice 1s the ſame with that of the Em- 

ror to his Son Aureng-zebe (»), which with 
| ve 48s to the Clergy may be thus apply'd. 

(a) AG 4. Þ» 8, (b, Aureng-Ieves At Is p10 
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Our Clergy's ſacred Virtues ſhine too bright, 
They fl | 
Shut their dull Eyes, and ſicken at the ſight. 


The Comical Parts of the Spaniſh Fryar, Lo- 
ren20, and Elvira, are founded on Monſieur 5: 
Bremond's Novel call'd the Prfprim. 

State of Innocence, or The Fall of Man, an 
Opera written in Heroick Verſe, printed 1n 
quarto Lond. 1678. and dedicated to Her Royal 
Highneſs the Dutcheſs. Whether the Author 
Has not been guilty of the higheſt Flattery in 
this Dedication, I leave to the Reader's Judg- 
ment; but T m_ preſume to ſay, that there 
are fome Expreſhions in 1t that ſeem ſtrain'd, 
and a' Note beyond Z/a; as for Inſtance, © Your 
f Perſon 1s ſo admirable that 1t can ſcarce re- 
*cerve addition, when 1t ſhall be glorified: 
and yous Soul, which ſhines through it, finds 
©it of a Subſtance ſo near her own, that ſhe 
©will be pleas'd to paſs an Age within it, and 
©to be confin'd to ſuch a Pallace. This Dramma 
is commended by a Copy of Verſes written by 
Mr. Zee; and the Aothor has prefixt an Apo- 
logy for Heroick Poetry, and Poetick Licence. 
The foundation of this Opera 1s fetcht from 
Mr. Milton's Paradiſe Loft. How far our Au- 
thor has tranſcrib'd him, I ſhall leave to the 
1nquiry of the Curious, that will take the pains 
to compare the Copy with the Original. 

Tempeſt, or The [nchanted J/land, a Comed 
acted at His Royal Highneſs the Duke of York's 
Theatre, and printed 1n quarto Lond. 1676. 
This Play is originally Shakeſpear's (being = 

r 


700 fierce: their foes like bird's of night, 
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firſt Play Jn in the Folio Edttion) and 
was revis'd by Sr. D' Avenant and Mr. Dryden. 
The CharaQter of the Saylors were not only 
the Invention of the former, but for the moſt 
part of his Writing : as our Author ingeniouſly 
confeſleth in his Preface. "Tis likewiſe to his 
Praiſe, that he ſo much commends his deceas'd 
Predeceflor. But as to his RefleQions on Mr. 
Fletcher, and Sr. John Suckling for having co- 
pied, the One, his Sea Yoyage, the other, his 
Goblins, from this Play; I believe were Mr. 
Dryden to be try'd by the ſame Standard, moſt 
of his Plays would appear Copies. 

Troilus and Creſſida, or Truth found out too 
late ; a Tragedy aQted at the Duke's Theatre, 
to' which 1s prefixt a Preface containing the 
Grounds of Criticiſme in Tragedy, printed in 

uarto Lond. 1679. and dedicated to the Right 
Fononceble T homas Earl of Sunderland. This 
Play was likewiſe firſt written by Shakeſpear, 
whe revis'd by Mr. Dryden, to which he added 
ſeveral new Scenes, and even cultivated and 
1mprov'd what he horrow'd from the Original. 
The laſt Scene in the third AQ 1s a Maſter- 
piece, and whether 1t be copied from Shate- 
ſpear, Fletcher, or Euripides, or all of them, I 
think it jn{tly deſerves Commendation. The 
Plot of this Play was taken by Mr. Shakeſpear 
from Chaucer's Troilus and Creſfida;, which was 
tranſlated (according to Mr. Dryden) from the 


Original Story, written in Latine Verſe, by 


One Lo/lius, a Lombard. | 
Tyranick Love, or The Royal : Martyr, a Tra- 
gedy acted by His Majeſties Servants at. the 
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Theatre-Royal, printed in quarto Lond. 1657. 
and dedicated to the Moſt Illiſtrious Prince 
fre Duke of Monmouth and Bucelugh. This 
ragedy 1s writ in Heroick Verſe : and ſeveral 

Hints are borrow'd from other Authors, but 
much 1mprov'd. Only I cannot but obſerve 
that whenever the Criticks. purſue him, he 
withdraws for ſhelter under the Artillery of 
the Ancients; and thinks by the diſcharge of 
2 Quotation from a Latine Lachor: to deſtroy 
their Criticiſms. Thus in the Preface to his 
Play, he vindicates the following Line in his 
Prologue ; | 

And he who ſervilely creeps after Sence 

1s ſafe ; ------ 
By that Quotation of Horace, 

Serpit hum: tutus. 
So he juſtifies the following Line in the end of 
the Cour Att : F 

With Empty Arms embrace you whillt you flee 
From this Expreſſion in Pirgil, PJ/ED, 

-=----Facuts amplettFitur Ulnis. 

I could cite you other paſlages out of his Con- 
gueſt of Granada, Indian Emperor, State of In- 
Nocence, &c. but theſe are ſufficient to ſhew, 
how much Se/f-;u/tification is an Article of our 
Author's Creed. As to the Plot of this Tra- 

edy 'tis founded on Hiſtory : ſee Zo/omus, 4. 

vcrates, Ls. C.14. Ferodiani Fift. Ln. and g. 
Ful. Conn, in Vit. Max. Jun. 

Wild Gallant, a Comedy acted at the Theatre 
Royal by Their Majeſties Servants,. and prin- 
ted in quarto Lond. 1669. This Play tho' the 
laſt mention'd, by reaſon of the Alphabetical 

+ 1 ſw 
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Order throughout obſerv'd, was yet the firſt 
attempt which our Author made in Dramatick 
Poetry ; and met with but indifferent Succeſs 
in the Attion. 'The Plot he confeſles was nor 
originally his own, but however having ſo 
much alter'd and beautified it, we will do him 
the Honour to call ham the Author of the Vild 
Gallant, as he has done Sr. Robert Howard, the 
Author of the Duke of Lerma (*) : and by way 
of Excuſe I ſhall tranſcribe his own Lines in 
behalf of a New Brother of Parnaſſus. (*) 


"Tis Miracle to ſee a firſt good Play, 

All Hawthorns do not bloom on Chriſtmaſs-day; 
A ſlender Poet muſt have time ty grow, 

And ſpread and burniſh as his Brothers do. 
Who ſtill looks lean, ſure with ſome Pox is curſt; 
But no Man can be Falſtaff Fat at firf?. 


I am next to give the Reader an Account of 
his other Writings and Tranſactions, as far as 
they are come to my Knowledge, and I ſhall 
begin with thoſe in Verſe, becauſe nearer al- 
ly'd to my preſent Subjet. There are ſeveral 
paeces of. this Nature faid to be writ by him ; 
as Heroick Stanzas on the late Uſurper 
Oliver Cromwel, written after his Funeral, and 
printed in quarto Lond. 1659. Annus Mira- 
bilis, The Tear of Wonders 1666. An Hiſtorical 
Poem deſcribing the Dutch War, and the Fire 
of London, printed in oftavo Lond. 1667. Ab- 
ſalom and Achitophel, printed in quarto Lond. 
1682. This laſt; with ſeveral other of his 


(c) Defence of his iDramatick Eſſayz p.5. (d) Miſcellany 
Poems, $0, 1694: Pp. 2926 p 
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Poems, as the « Meaal, Mack Flecknoe, &c. are 
printed in A C/left1on of Poems, 1n oftavo Lond. 
1684. Sta, or 2 Secona Volume of Poerical 
eMiſcellanies, 1n o&tavo Lond. 1685. Religio 
Lazct, printed 1n quarto Lond. 1682. 7 hrenoaia 
Auguſtalis, or a Funeral-Pindarique Poem on 
King Charles the Second, printed in quarto 
Lond. 1685. Hind and Panther, in quarto Lond. 
1687. Britannia Redruzua : a Poem on the Birth 
. of the Prince, 1n Fol. Lond. 1688. 

In Proſe he has writ An Z//ay of Dramatick 
Poetry, 1n quarto Lond. 1668. indication of 
the Duke of Guiſe, in quarto Lond. 1683. The 
Life of Plutarch, in oftavo Lond. 1683. And 
ſome T heological Pieces which F have not by 
me at preſent. He has tranſlated 7he Hiſtory 
of the League. The Life of St. Xavier, &c. 

Now that Mr. Dryden may not think him- 
ſelf ſlighted in not having ſome Verſes inſert- 
ed in his Commendation; I will preſent the 
Reader with a Copy written by Mr. Flecknoe, 
and leave him to Judge of his Wait, and Mr. 
Dryaen's Gratitude, by.comparing the Epiſtle 
Dedicatory to his Kind Keeper, and his Satyr 
call'd Mack Flecknoe, with the following Epi- 
gram. 


To Mr. Zohn Dryden. 


Dryden, the «Muſes Darling and delight, 

T han whom none ever flew ſo high a flight. 
Some have their YVains ſo arofſy, as from Earth, 
T heir Muſes only ſeem to have ta'ne their Birth, 
Other but Water-Poets are, have gone 

No farther than to th' Fount of Helicon : 


And 
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And they'r but ang) Pam whoſe Muſe ſoars up 
No higher than to Mount Pernaflus top; [ higher 
Whilſt thou with thine, doft ſeem to have mounted 
T han he who fetcht from Heaven Celeſtial Fire: 
And doft as for ſurpaſs all others, as 
Fire abes alt other Elements ſurpaſs. 


Thomas DuFFEr. 


An Author altogether unknown to me, but 
by his Writings; and by them I take him to 
be a Wit of the third Rate: and One whoſe 
Fancy leads him rather to Low-Comedy, and 
Farce, than Heroick Poetry: He has written 
three Plays; T'wo of which were purpoſely de- 
fign'd in a Burleſque Stile : but are 1ntermixt 
with ſo much Scurrility, that inſtead of Di- 
verting, they offend the modeſt Mind. And I 
have heard that when one of- his Plays, vs. 
The Mock Tempeſt was afted in Dublin, ſeveral 
Ladies, and Perſons of the beſt Quality left the 
Houſe : ſuch Ribaldry pleaſing none but the 
Rabble, as Horace ſays ; (*) 


Off enduntur enim, quibus eſt equus,& pater,& res: 
Nec fi quid frifts ciceris probat, nucu emptor, 
Equus accipinnt animis, donant-ve corona. 


Mock Tempeſt, or The Enchanted Caſth, 
Farce afted at the Theatre-Royal, printed in 
quarto Lond. 1675. - The Deſign of this Play 
was to draw the Town from the Duke's Theaws 
tre, who for a conſiderable time had frequented 
that admirable reviv'd Comedy call'd 7, he Tem. 


(c) De Arte Poenicd, 
M peſt. 
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Tempeſt. What ſucceſs jt had may be learnt 
from the following Lanes ; (*) 
The dull Burleſque appear 'd with Tmpudence, 
And pleas'd by Novelty for want of Sence. 
All except trivial points, grew out of Date; © 
Parnaſſus ſpoke the Cant of Billingſgate : 
Boundleſs and Mad, diſorder'd Rime was ſeen ; 
Diſguis'd Apollo chang'd to Harlequin. 
T his Plague which firſt m Country T owns began, 
Cities and Kingdoms quickly over-ran ; 
The dullet Secriblers ſome Admirers found, 
And the _— was a while renown'd; 
But this low ſtuff the T own at laFt deſpis'd, 
And ſcorn'd the Folly that they once bet priz'd. 
Pſyche Debauch'd, a Comedy atted at theThea- 
tre Royal,and printed 8*Lond. 1678. This Mock 
Opera was writ on _ rpoſe to Ridicule Mr. Shad- 
well's Pſyche, and to ſpoil the Duke's Houle, 
which, as has been before obſerv'd, was then 
more frequented than the King's. This Play is 
as Scurrilous as the former. 
Spaniſh Regue, a Comedy ated by His Ma- 
' jeſties Servants, printed in quarto Lond. 1674. 
and dedicated to Madam Een Guin. Tho' 
this Play far exceed either of the former, yet 
I cannot commend 1t, neither do I think Co- 
medy a fit ſubjeA for Heroick Verſe ; few of 
them being writ in Rime, 1n our Language ; 
and of thoſe few, ſcarce any of them have ſuc- | 
ceeded on the Engliſh Stage. 
. Our Author has writ nothing elſe that I know 
of, but a Book of Poems, Songs, Prolognes, and 
Epilogues, printed 1n oCctavo Lond. 1676. 
" (t ) Boyiean's Arr vt FG&crys Þ. 5o/ 
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Thomas DvuRery. 


A Perſon now living, who was firſt bred to 
the Law, bur left that rugged way, for the 
flowry Fields of Poetry. He 1s acconnted b 
ſome for an Admirable Poet, but it is by thoſe 
who are not acquainted much with Authors, 
and therefore are deceiv'd by Appearances, ta- 
king that for his own Wit, which he only bor- 
rows from Others: for Mr. Durfey like the 
Cuckow, makes it his buſineſs to ſuck other 
Birds Eggs. In my Opinion he is a much bet- 
ter Ballad-maker, than Phay-wrzght : and thoſe 
Comedies of his which are not borrow'd, are 
- more ally'd to Farce, than the true Comedy of 
the Ancients. The Plays to which he | Ho 
claim, are Thirteen in Number ; v2. 

Banaitti, or A Laates Diſtreſs, a Comedy 
acted at the Theatre-Royal, printed 1n quarto 
Lond. 1686. This Play was affronted in the 
AQting by ſome who thought themſelves Cri- 
ticks, and others with Cat-calls, endeavour'd 
at once to ſtifle the Author's Profit, and Fame : 
which was the occaſion, that through Revenge 
he dedicated it to a certain Knight under this 
Tronical Title. To the extream Witty and 
Judicious Gentleman, Sir Cr:77ct-Cat-call. The 
chief Plot of this Play is founded on a Ro- 
mance, written by Don Franciſco de las Coveras, 
call'd Don Fen;ſe tranſlated into Engliſh, in 85, 
See the Hiſtory of Don Antonio, Book 4. p.250. 
'The deſign of Don Dregs's turning Banditti, 
and joining with them to rob his ſuppoſed Fa- 
ther; reſembles that of Prpperollo 1n Shirley's 
Play call'd 7 he S:fers. M 2 Com- 
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Common-wealth of Women, a Tragi-Comedy 
ated at the Theatre-Royal, by Their Maje- 
{ties Servants, printed in quarto Lond. 1686. 
and dedicated to the truly Noble and Illuſtrious 
Prince Chriſtopher Duke of Albermarle. This 
Play 1s Fletcher's Sea-Foyage reviv'd, with the 
Alteration of ſome few Scenes ; tho' what 1s 
either alter'd or added may be as eaſily diſcern'd 
from the Original, as Patches on a Coat from 
the main Piece. 

Fond Husband,, or The Plotting Sifters; a 
Comedy a&ted at his Royal Highnef: the Duke's 
Theatre, printed 1n quarto Loud. 1678. and 
dedicated to his Grace the Duke of Ormond. 
This 13 One of his beſt Comedies, and has been 
frequently acted with good Applauſe: tho' me- 
thinks the buſineſs E Sneak, Cordelia, artd Sir 
Roger Petn/ant, end but abruptly. " 

Fool turn'd Critick, a Comedy acted at the 
Theatre-Royal by His Majeſties Servants, and 
printed in quarto Zond. 1678. The Prologue 
to this Play is the ſame with that of Mr. Au- 
zhony, and was I ſuppoſe borrow'd from thence. 
The CharaQters of O/4 Wine-love, Tim, and 
Small-wit, reſemble thoſe of S:mo, Aſotus,and 
Balio in the Fealous Lovers. 

Fools Preferment, or The Three Dukes of 
Dunſtable, a Comedy ated at the Queens The- 
atre 1n Derſet-Gadew by their Majeſties Ser- 
vants, with the Songs and Notes to them, Com- 
poſed by Mr. Henry Parcel, printed in quarto 
Lond. 1688. and dedicated to the Honourable 
Charles Lord Morpeth, with this familiar Title, 
My Dear Lord, and ſublcrib'd like a _— 
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of Quality, only with his Sir-name D'Urfey. 
Nor 1s his Epiſtle leſs preſumptuous, where 
he arrogates to himielf a Play, which was writ 
by okay and owns only a hint from an old 
Comedy of Fletcher's, when the whole Play 1s 
in a manner txranſ{cr;b'd from the Noble Gentle. 
7741, abating the Scene that relates to Baſ/er, 
which 1s borrow'd from a late tranſlated Novel, 
call'd The Humonrs of Baſſet. As to part of 
the frſt Paragraph of his Dedication 'tis bor- 
row'd from the tranſlation of FZorace's Tenth 
Satyr, by the Earl of Rocheſter : and any Man 
that under{tands French, and ſhould read a Place 
he there quotes out of Monzajgne, would be fo 
far from taking him to be (as h- ſtiles him-- 
ſelf («) Nephew to the famous D'Urffee, the 
Author of the Excellent Aftraa; that they 
would rather think he underitood not the Lan- 
guage, or was extreamly negligent, 1n ſuffer- 
ing ſuch Errata to go uncorrected. For my 
part, | ſhould rather take him to be lineally de- 
{cended from the Roman Ce/ſus, whom Forace 
makes mention of in his Epiſt!c to has Friend 
Tulius Florus (*): at leaſt I am ſure the Cha- 
rafter will fit our Author. 


Quid mihi Celſus agit ? monitus, multumq, 1M0- 
Privatas ut querat opes,& tangere vitet|nendus, 
Scripta, Palatinus quecung, recepit Apollo : 
Ne, /i forte fuas repetitum venerit olim 

Grex avium plumas, moveat cornicula riſum, 
Furtrvis nudata Coloribas.-------- 


(2) Poemi, in oRtavo, Firſt Edition, page 61, (bh) Eprſf, 
L b, Is Ep. 3» 
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Injur d Princeſs, or T he fatal Yager, a Tragi- 
Comedy acted at the | heatre-Royal by His 
Majeſties Servants, printed -1n quarto Lond. 
1682. The Delign and the Language of this 
Play 1s borrow d troma Play call'dthe Trageay of 
Cymbeline, In this Play he 1s not, content with 
robbing Shakeſpear, but 7ops upon the Audience 
an old Epilogue to the Foo/ turn'd Critick, for 
anew Prologue to this Play. So that what Mr. 
Clifford faid of Mr. Dryden (*), 1s more juſtly, 
applicable to our Author, © That he is a ſtrange 
eanconſ{cionable Thief, that 1s not content to 
* ſteal from others, but robbs his poor wretch- 
© cd Self too. 

Aacdam Fickle, or The Witty falſe One, a 


_ Comed y acted at his Royal Highneſs the Duke's 


Theatre, printed in quarto Z,ond. 1677. and 
dedicated to his Grace the Duke of Ormond. 
This Play is patcht up from ſeveral other Co- 
medies, as the Character of Sir. Arthur Old 
Love, 1s borrow'd from Yeterano in the Anti- 
guary ; Zechiel's creeping into the Tavern Buſh, 
and 7 z/bury Drunk in the Street under it, with 
a Torch, Ay. Sc. 2. 1s borrow'd from Sir 
Reverence Lamard, and Pimp-well in the Walks 
of //lingron and ZZogſden. There are other 
Hints likewiſe borrow'd from the Fawn- ſo 
that the Author did well to prefix that Verſe of 
Horace before his Play, 

Non curuis Fomini contingit adire Cormthum, 
plainly implying, that he could not write a 
Play without ltealing. 


(i) Notes on Mr. Dryden's Focms, p, 7. 
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Foyalift, a Comedy ated at the Duke's The. 


atre, and printed in quarto Lond. 1682. This - 
Comedy was well recetv'd on the Stage, bur 
patche up from Novels, as the former from 

lays. Watneſs the Tryals which Camz//z put 
upon her Husband Sir O/er O/d-car, for the 
Love of Sir Charles Kinz-love ; which the Au- 
thor borrow'd from Foccace, Day 7. Nov.g. Les 
Contes de M. de la Fontaine pag. 47. and other 
Hints. Nay our Author who ſets up himfelf 
for Madrigals, has ſtoIn the Song of Hey Poys 
P80 We, &c in the fourth A&, from 7, FA Shep- 

erds Oracle, an Eclogue printed 1n quarto 
Lond. 1644. 

Siege of Memphis, or The Ambitious Queen, 

a Tragedy acted at the Theatre-Royal, printed 
in quarto Lond. 1676. This Play 1s writ in 
Heroick Verſe, and dedicated to the Truly Ge- 
nerous Henry Chroers Eſq; who ſhew'd him- 
ſelf truly ſuch, in defending a Play fo full of 
Bombaſt, and Fuſtian. There goes more to the 
making of a Poet, than capping Verſes, or tag- 
ing Rimes, 'tis not enough conc/udere verſum, 
as Horace (*) calls it, but a Poet muſt be ſuch 
a One, 

 Tngenium cui ſit, cut mens djvinier, atque 0s 

Magna ſonaturum, des nominis hujus bhonorem. 


T would therefore adviſe all thele Poetaſters in 

the words of a Modern Prologue ('); 
Rimeſters, get Wit e're ye pretend to ſhew it, 
Nor think a game at Cranibo makes a Poet. 


M 4. C0O- 
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Comedy acted at his Royal Highneſs the Duke s 
Theatre, printed in quarto Lond. 167g. This 
Comedy 1s very much beholding to Romances 
for ſeveral Incidents ; as the Character of Squire 
Old-ſap, and Prmpo's tying him to a Tree, AC 1, 
is borrow 'd from ti< begining of the Romance 
call'd the Comzcal Hiſtory of Francion. Trick- 
fove's cheating O/a-ſap with the Bell, and Prmpo's 
ſtanding in Henry's place, Aft 4. Sc. 3. 1s bor- 
row'd from ZBoccaces Novels, Dry 7. Nov. 8. 
[The ſame 1s related in Les Contes de £M. de la 
Fontaine 1n the Story intciuled La Gageure des 
irars Conmeres Tom. 1. pag. 47. Trick-love's 
contnvance with WHelford, tu have Old:ſap 
beaten 1n ner Habit, Act 4. Sc. the laſt, 1s bor- 
row'd from PBoccace Day 57. Nov. 7. tho' the 
ſame 1s an incident in other Plays, as in Fletch- 
er's Women Pleas'd, London Cuckolds, &c. There 
_ are other paſſages borrow'd likewiſe, which I 
purpoſely omut to repeat. | 

Sir Barnaby Hhig, or No Wit like a Womans, 
a Comedy acted by their Majeſties Servants at 
the Theatre-Royal, printed in quarto Lond. 
168r. and dedicated to the Right Honourable 
George Earl of Berk/ey. This Play is founded 
on a Novel of Monſicur S. Premond, call'd The 
Double Cuckold ; and part of the Humor of Cap- 
tain Porpuſs,is borrow'd from a Play called 7 he 
Fine Companion. | 

Trice for. Trick, or Tabe Debauch'd Fiypocrites, 
a Comedy acted at the ere-Roval by his 
Majeſties Servants, printed in quarto Lond. 
1678. Thais Play 1s only Fletcher's eManftenr 
T homas reviv'd : tho' ſcarce at all acknowledg'd 
bh; our Author, = FP» 
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Pirtuous W ife,or Good luck at laſt; a Comedy 


acted at the Dukes Theatre by His Royal High- 
neſs his Servants, printed 42. Lond.1680, This 
Comedy 1s oge of the molt entertaining of his; 
tho' there are many little hints borrow'd from 
other Comedies, as particularly the Fawn; and 
the Humor of Beaufort, 1s copy'd from Pala. 
mede, 1n Marriage A-la-mode. 

Beſides theſe Plays, he has written ſeveral 
Songs, whach (1f I miſtake not) were colle&ted 
into one entire Vol.and printed 80. Lond.1682. 
But I wou'd not have him aſcribe all his Songs, 
any more than his Plays, to his own Genius, or 
Imagination ; ſince he 1s equally beholding for 
{ome of them to other Mens pains; Witneſs the 
above-mention'd Song 1n the Roya/ſt, And did/t 
thou not promiſe me when thou lg ft by me, &yc. 
He has writ beſides other pieces, as Fuller's 
Ghoſt, printed 89. Lond. 1682. Poems, 85. Lond. 
169c. Collin's Walk, 82. Lond. 1690. &c. 


E. 
Edward E.CCLESTON. 


A Gentleman now living, the Author of an 
Opera, of the ſame Nature with Mr. 
Dryden's State of Innocence ; but being publiſht 
after it, it ſerv'd rather as a Foil to that excel- 
lent piece, than any ways rival'd its Reputa- 
tion. This piece firſt bore the Title of 

Noahs Fhod, or The Deftruttion of the World, 


an 
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-” an Operaprinted 4*. Zond.1679. and dedicated 
To her Grace the Dutcheſs of Monmouth : This 
Play not going off, a new Title and Cuts were 
afix'd to zt in Hi/lary-Term 1684. 1t then go- 
ing under the Title of The Catach Mm, or Gene- 
a Deluge of the World. Whether Mr. Z7o/- 
ford was more ſucceſsful than Mr. 7 ook, in put- 
ting off the remainder of the Imprelhion, or 
whether the various Sculptures took more with 
the Ladies of the Pal-ma/l, than the Sence did 
with thoſe who frequent Pau/'s Church-Yard, 
I am not able to determine : but I doubt the 
Bookſeller ſtil] wants Cuſtomers, ſince I again 
find 1t in the laſt Term Catalogue, under the 
Title of The Deluge, or The Deſtruftion of the 
World. The Title ſhews the Foundation of it 
ro be Scripture. | 


Sr George ETHERIDGE. 


A Gentleman ſufhciently eminent an the 
Town for his Wit and Parts, and One whoſe 
tallent in ſound Sence, and the Knowledge of 
true Wit and Humour, are ſufficiently conſpi- 
cuous : and therefore I preſume I may with 
juſtice, and without envy, apply Horace's Cha- 
rater of Fundanus,to this admirable Author; (*) 


Arguta meretrice potes, Davoque Chremeta 
Eludente ſenem, comis garrire libeltos, 
Unus viyrum, Fundan:. 


This Ingenious Author has oblig'd theWorld 
by publiſhing three Comedies, v:z. 


(a) $44, Lib, 1, Sa. 10% 


Comical 
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Comical Revenge, or Love in a Tub, a Comedy, 
ated at his Royal-Highnefs the Duke of Torf s 
Theatre in Lincohns-{nn-fields : printed quarto 
Lond. 1669. and dedicated to the Honourable 
Charles Lord Backhburſt. This Comedy tho' of 
a mixt nature, part of 1t being ſerious, and 
writ 1n Heroack Verſe ; yct has ſucceeded ad- 
marably on the Stage, it having always been 
acted with general approbation. | 
Man of Mode, or Sir Fopling Flutter, a Co- 
medy acted at the Duke's Theatre printed 40. 
Lond. 1676. and dedicated to her Royal High. 
neſs the Dutcheſs. This Play is written with 
a Art and Judgment, and 1s acknowledg'd 
y all, to be as true Comedy, and the Charaters 
as well drawn to the Life, as any Play that has 
been Acted ſince the Reſtauration of the Zn- 
zhſh Stage. Only I muſt obſerve,that the Song 
In the laſt At written by CS. is tranſlated from 
part of an Elegy wrutten in French by Madame 
la Comteſſe de la Suze, in Le Recuerl des Preces 
Gallantes, tom. 1. P. 42. 
She wou'd if ſhe cou'd, a Comedy Adted at 
his Highneſs the Duke of Z7ort's Theatre, and 
rinted quarto Lond. 1671. This Comedy 1s 
ikew1ſe accounted one of the firſt Rank, by ſe- 
veral who are known to be good Judges of 
Dramatick Poely. Nay our preſent Laureat 
ſays, (*)T1s the beſt Comedy written fince the 
Reſtauration of the Stage. I heartily wiſh for 
the publick ſatisfaQtion, that this great Maſter 
nn, oblidge the World with more of his 
Performances, which would put a ſtop to the 


" (b) Pref, Humoriſts, * 
; | crude 
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crude and indigeſted Plays, which for want of 
better, cumber the Stage. 


H. 
Sir Francis FANE, Junior, Anight 
of the Bath. 


A Gentleman now living at Fulbeck in Lin- 
coln-ſhire, and Granſon (as I _— ro 
the Right Honourable the Earl of Fe/tmorland. 
This Noble Perſon's Wat and Parts, are above 
my Capacity to deſcribe ; and therefore I muſt 
T<fer my Reader to his Works, which will afford 
Him better ſatisfaction. He has obliged the 
World with two Plays, which are(equall'd by 
very few of our modern Poets, and has ſhew'd 
that he can command his Genius, being able 
to write Comedy, or Tragedy, as he pleaſes. 
Love in the dark, or The Man of buſineſs, a 
Comedy; acted at the Theatre Royal by his 
Majeſties Servants : printed 49. Lond. 1675.and 
dedicated to the Right Honourable John Earl 
of Rocheſter. The Plot of Count Sforza, and 
Parthelia Daughter to the Doge of Yence, 18 
founded on a Novel of Scarron's, call d the /n- 
vi/eble Miſtreſs. Bellimmganna, Cornanto's Wife, 
ſending Scrrutimio to Triuultio, to check him for 
making Love to her, 1s founded on a Novel in 
PBoccace, Day 3. Nov.3. Fircani's Wife catch- 
ing him with el/;nganna, 1s built on the Story 
of Socrates and his Waite rio, in the Loves 
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of Great Men p.59. Trroultio's ſeeming to beat 
Bellinganna, 1s grounded on a Story in ZFot- 
cace, See Day 7. Nov. 7. 

Sacrifice, a Tragedy printed 49. Lond. 1686. 
and dedicated to the Right Honourable Charles 
Earl of Dorſet and Middleſex. There are two 
Copies of Verſes that I have ſeen writ in Com 
mendation of this Play ; one writ by Mr. Tate, 
to the Author, and printed with the Play ; the 
other writ by the late Mrs. 4. Behn; lee the 
Miſcellany Poems printed with Zycidas, or the 
Lover in Faſhion 89. p. 102. 'The Plot of this 
admirable Tragedy 1s founded on the Story of 
Tamerlane and Bajazet. Many are the Hiſto- 
rians that have given an Account of the Aﬀairs 
of theſe Great Men. Read Chaſcocondylas lb. 3. 
Leunclavius lib.6. The Life of Tamerlane b 
Mr.D' Aſfegny; the fame by P. Perondin:; Knolls 
his Turkiſh Hiſtory, in the Life of Bajazer the 
Firft. This Play, the Author (*) (wanting pa- 
tience to attend the Ieiſure of the Stage) pub- 
liſhed without Aion. How much all Lovers 
of Poetry are indebted to him for it, I muſt 
leave to thoſe that are Poets to deſcribe : I that 
am none, am glad to ſet my hand to an Addreſs 
drawn up by Mr. 7 ate, in the following Lines. 


Accept our Thanks, tho' yon decline the Stage, 
T hat yet you condeſcend the Preſs t' engage : 


Far while we, thus poſſeſs the precious flore, 
Our Benefits the ſame, your Glory more ; 


T hus for a Theatre the World you find, 
And your Applauding Audience, All Mankind. 


( a) Epiſt. Dcdic, 
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*T1s not in Dramatick Poetry alone that our 
Author is a Maſter, but his Talent 1s equal alfo 
in Lyricks : Witneſs three Copies of Verſes 
printed 1n Mr. Tate's Colle&tion of Poems 80, 
One to the Earl, of Rocheſter, upon the Report 
of his Sickneſs in Town, (®) in alluſion to an 
Ode in #Zvrace, A ſecond to a great Lord invi- 
ting him to Court, or elſe to write a Hiſtory 
3n the Country : (*) being a Paraphraſe upon 
Torace Lib. 2. Ode 12. * Athird to a perjur'd 
| Miſtreſs, (*):in imitation of another Ode of H6- 

race Lib. 1. Ode 8. 


The How" Sir Richard Fansnaw. 


This Excellent Man was Brother to the 
Right Honourable 7 homas Lord Fanſhaw, of 
Ware-Park in Hertfordſhire. He had his 
Breeding in his younger Years in Cambridpe : 
and was {o good a Proficient in Latin, French, 
Ttahan, Spaniſh, and Portugeſe ; that he under- 
ſtood them as well as his Mother-rongue. He 
removed from Cambridze to Court, where he 
ſerv'd his Majeſty with all imaginable Fidelity, 
and Dutiful AﬀeCction. He was his Secretary 
in Holland, France, and Scotland; and at Wor- 
ceſter Fight was wounded,and taken priſoner in 
Defence of the Royal Cauſe. His Loyalty and 
Abilities, were ſo conſpicuous to His Majeſty 
King Charles the TI. that at His happy Reſtau- 
ration, He preferr'd him to be one of the Ma- 
{ters of the Requeſts; and afterwards ſent him 
into Portagal, with the worthy Title of Lord 


(b ) Tate's Miſc, P-IT. (c) peI3e (4) pe 16, 
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Embaſſador of Honour, to court the preſent 
Queen Dowager, for his Maſter ; where he re- 
main'd three Years, and diſcharg'd his Employ- 
ment with Honour. In the Year 1644. he was 
ſent Embaflador into Sparn, to compleat a Trea- 
ty of Commerce, and to {trengthen the League 
between the two Crowns: which Aﬀair he 
managed with great Prudence, and Integrity. 
He died at Madrid 1n July 1666. leaving be- 
hind him the Character of an able Stateſman ; 
a great Scholar ; and a fincere, ſweet natur'd, 
and pious Gentleman. At preſent we are onl 
to conſider his Scholarſhip, which will fuffict- 
ently appear by the ſeveral Tranſlations which 
he has publiſht, particularly thoſe which are 
Dramatick : the fil of which in Order, and 
the moſt Eminent, is {ti]'d X 
11 Paſtor Fido, The Faithful Shepherd, a Pa- 
ſtoral, printed 49. Lond. 1646. and dedicated to 
the Hope and Luſtre of three Kingdoms,Char/es 
Prince of Wales. This Piece 1s tranſlated from 
the 77alian of the Famous Guarim ; of whoſe 
Life, by way of Digreſſion, give me leave to 
ſpeak ſuccinatly. He was a Native of Ferrara, 
and Secretary to Alphonſus the II. Duke of that 
Principality; who ſent him into Germany, Po- 
land and Rome, 1n the time of Pope Gregory the 
XIII. After the death of Alphonſus, he was Se- 
cretary to Vincent de Gonzaga Duke of Mantua, 
to Ferdimand de Medicis Great Duke of 7 uſcany, 
who created him Knight of the Order of Saint 
Stephen, and to Francis Maria de la Rovera Duke 
of Urbm-: 1nall theſe Stations, he was as much 
admir'd for his Politicks, as Poetry. How —_ 
© 
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he was eſteem'd for this laſt, the ſeveral Aca- 
demies of 7aly are a {ufficient proof ; moſt of 
which ele&ed him a Member into therr ſeve- 
ral Societies; as G/: FHumoriſt: of Rome, De /a 

Cruſca of Florence, Gli Olympic of Yicenza, and 
Gh: Innominati of Parma, and Gl: Elevati of 
Ferrara. He withdrew from publick Affairs 
towards the latter end of his Life, and dwelt 

rivately at Padua, afterwards at Yenrce, where 
Coin: about ſeventy five Years of Age, he died 
1n the Year 1613. 

Having given you this Abridgment of Guarm!'s 
Life, I ſhall return to our.#£x2/:fb Author's Tran- 
flation. Tho' 1n his Epiſtle to the Prince, © He 
< ſpeaks modeſtly of his Performance, as rf this 
© Dramatick Poem had loſt much of the Lite and 
Y mags. by being poured out of one Veſlel, 
© (that rs one Language) into another ; beſides 
© the unſteadineſs of the Hand that pours it ; 
*and that a Tranſlation at the beſt, 1s but a 
©Mock-Rainbow 1n the Clouds, faintly tmita- 
©ting the true one ; into which 4p himſelt 
6 had a full and immediate Influence : I ſay, not- 
withſtanding this modeſt Apology; yet Sir John 
Denham in his Verſes on thts Tranſlation, in- 
finitely commends it : and tho' he ſeems to af- 
ſent to our Author's Notions, touching Tran- 
flations 1n general: yet he ſhews that Sir Rz- 
chard has admirably ſucceeded in this particu- 
lar Attempt; as the Reader may fee by the fol. 
lowing Lines ; where after having blam'd ſer- 
vile Tranſlators, he goes on thus ; 

A new and nobler Way thou doſt purſue 


To make Tranſlations, and Tranſlators tos. 
They 


hey 
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| They hut preſerve the Aſhes, thou the Flame 
Le to his wo but truer to his Fame. * 
Foording his Current, where thou find [t it low, 
Lett im thine own, 70 make it riſe and flow, 
Wiſely reftoring whatſoever grace 
T7 loft by change of T imes, or Tongues, or Place, 
Nor fetter'd to his Numbers, and his Times; 
Betrayſt his Muſick to unhappy Rimes ; 
Ner are the Nerves of his compatFed /treng th 
Stretch'd and diſſolu'd into unſinew'd length : 
Tet after all (left we ſhould think it thine,) 
Thy Sprrit to his Circle doft confine. 


T have already ſaid, that Guarini imitated 
Taſſo's Aminta, in this Paſtoral; (*) and I 
may add, that by the unqueſtionable Verdi& 
of all 7a, he outſtript him: which rais'd 
Tafſo's Anger ſo high, that he cry'd out in a 
great Paſſion, Se non havuto vifto 11 mis Amin- 
ta,tyc. If he had not ſeen my Aminta, he had not 
excel dit. Give me leave to enlarge further, 
that this Paſtoral was writ on the occaſion of 
Charles Emmanuel, the Young Duke of Savoy's 
Marriage with the Infanta of Spain. The Au- 
thor's Deſign is Allegorical and Inſtruftive, un- 
der the Name of Carino, he perſonates himſelf, 
and his chief End was to inſtill into his Princely 
Pupil, under the diſguiſe of a Dramatick Di- 
verſion, the Principles of Divine, Moral, and 
Political Virtues. 

rer por ſolo guerer, To love only for Love's 
fab fax? Romance wow Loew at A- 
ranjuez before the King and Queen of Sparn, to 


( ©) Pag. 99. 


N cele- 
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celebrate the Birth-day of that King, rb TV.] 
by the Meninas , which are a Set of Ladies,in 
the Nature of Ladies of Honour in that Court, 
Children 1n Years, but Higher in Degree (be- 
ing Daughters and Heirs to Grandees in Sar) 
than the Ladies of Honour, Attending like- 
wiſe that Queen. This Play was written 1n 


Spaniſh, by Don Antonio de Mendoza 1623. and 
e 


dicated to the Queen of Spar: [which was 
Elizabeth Daughter to Fewry the Great of 
France. It was | moos nor by our Author in 
Enghlſh 1n 1654.during hisContmement to Tar- 
ker/ly Park 1n Torkſhrre, by Olrer, after the 
Battle of Forceſter; in which ( as I have al- 
ready obſerv'd) he was taken priſoner, ſerving 
his Majeſty King Charles the Second, as SECIe- 
tary of State. At that time he writ on this 
Dramatick Romance 3 Stanzas, both in Latin 
and Engl which may give the Reader a 
Taſte of his Vein in both theſe Languages; 
and therefore may not be improper for me to 
tranſcribe, or unpleaſant to the Reader to PEr- 
 ufe. I ſhall give the preference to the Lam 
Verſes, Learning and Learned Men being to 
be preferr'd before Vulgar Readers. 


The ego,qui (dubiis quondam jattatus in Undis, 
Qui,dum nunc Aulz,nunc mibiCaſtra /trepunt) 

Lent impor tunas mukebam Carmine Caras, 
{n quo PASTORIS Flamma FIDELIS erat. 

At nunc &y Caſtris, Auliſq; ejefus gy Undis, 
(Nam mihi Naufragimm Por tus, Ira Quies); 


Altius mſurgens,Regum haud intat?u Amores, 


Et Reginarum fervidns Arma Cano: 
Arie 
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(vinchs Hymenze Pur ſprevifes Coron1s) 
ec juga ferre virum, nec dare Jura velint. 
Dulce proſeloſes audire ex rag” arrona ! 


#7; truci Terram dulce videre Mari. 
In Znglifb thus. 
Time was when 7, a Pilgrim of the Seas 
When 1 midjt noiſe of Camps,gyCourts diſeaſe; 
Purhoin'd ſome Hours,to charm rude Cares with 
Ferſe, | 
Hhich Flame of FATTHFUL SHEPHERD 
aid rehearſe : 


But now reſtram'd from Sea, from Camp, from 

And by a Tempelt b/awn into a Port; | Court, 
4 fe my Thoughts to muſe on higher things, 

AndEccho Arms & Loves of Queens Kings: 


Wh:ch Queens (deſpi/ing Crowns and Hymen's 
Band 


Would neither Men Obey, nor Men Command. 

(*) Great Pleaſure,from rough Seas, to ſee the 
Shore! 

Or from firm Land to hear the Billows rore. 


Tho' this Play was during the Author's Im- 
riſonment tranſlated, 'twas not printed till 
og after his Death, v:z. 4». Lond. 1671. to 
which is added, Fie/tas de Aranjuez, Feſtivals 
repreſented at Aranjuez, written by the ſame 
Author, and on the ſame Occaſion ; and tranſla- 
red by the ſame Hand. The Play it ſelf conſiſts 
but of three Atts (which the Spanzard's call Jor- 
nadas) according to the Spaniſh Cuſtom : their 
Poets ſeldom or never exceeding that number. 


(*) Lucretivs L. 2, 


N 2 As 
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As to his other Works, he writ ſeveral 
Poems in Zatrn, as a Copy on the EX/ſcurial ; an- 
other on the Royal Sovereign; anda third on 
Mr. May's Tranſlation of, and Supplement to 
Lucan. He tranſlated other Pieces into that 
Learned Tongue, as two Poems written by Mr. 
Thomas Carew: Several Pieces he tranflated out 
of Latin into Engliſh, as the fourth Book of 
Firgil's /Encids, an Epigram out of Martial 
Lib. 1o.Epig.4.7. Two Odes out of FHorace,rela- 
ring to theCivilWars of Rome, (the Firſt,Carm. 
Lib.3.Ode 24. The ſecond,Epod.16.)with ſome 
Sonnets tranſlated from the Spaniſh, and other 
Poems writ in his Native Language, with ſeve. 
Tal Pieces, which you will find bound up with 
Paſtor Fido, printed 89. Lond. 1671. 

Nor was 1t out of theſe Languages only that 
he tranſlated what pleasd him; but even 
{o uncourted a Language as he terms that of 
Portugal, employ'd his Pen during his Con- 
finement : For he tranſlated Zars ae Camocns 
(whom the Portugals call their Virgil) his Lu- 
rad, or Portugal's Hiſtorical Poem. This Poem 
was printed fol. Lond. 1665. and dedicated to 
the Right Honourable #7/izam Earl of Straf- 
ford, Son and Heir to that Glorious Proto- 
-martyr of Monarchy, the Noble 7 homas Earl 
of Strafford, Lord Deputy of 7re/and'; on whole 
Tryal our Author writ a Copy of Verſes, print- 
ed amongſt his Poems, p.302. 

Beſides theſe Pieces, Mr. Philips (f) and Mr. 

"in/tanley(*)attribute to him the ZatmVerſion 
of Mr. Edmund Spencer's Shepherds Calendar, 
7 (t) Modern Poet: rp. 156. (g} Ace, of the Poets, p.196. 

which 


' 
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which I take to be a miſtake of Mr. Ph/jps3 
whoſe Errors Mr. mſtanky generally copies » 
not having heard of any other Tranſlation than 
that done by Mr. 7 heodore Bathurit, ſometime 
Fellow of Pembroke-Ha# in Cambridge, and 
printed at the end of Mr. Spencer's Works in 
fol. Lond. 1679. 


Henry L4 Y:ſcount FAULKLAND. 


This Worthy Perſon was (as I ſuppoſe) Fa- 
ther of the preſent Right Honourable Cary Vil- 
count Faulkland. A Perſon Eminent for his 
Excraordinary Parts, and Heroick Spirit. He 
was well known and reſpe&ed at Court, in the 
Parliament, and in Oxfordſbire, his Country, 
of which he was Lord Lieurenant. When he 
was firſt eleQed to ſerve in Parliament, ſome 
of the Houſe oppos'd his Adnuſlion, ur ing 
T hat he had not ſow'd his Wild-oats : he repl 
1f T have not, 1 may ſow them m the Houle, 
where there are Geeſe enough to pick them up. 
And when Sir F. XN. told ham, That He was & 
little too wild for ſo grave a Service ; he reply'd, 
Alas ! I am wild, and my Father was ſo before 
me, and 1 am ne Baſtard, as, &9c. But what 
need I ſearch for Wit, when 1t may be ſufh- 
ciently ſeen in a Play which he writ, (the oc- 
caſton of our making mention of him) call'd 

The Marriage Night, a Tragedy, printed 4,* 
Lond. 1664. I know not whether this Play 
ever appear'd on the Stage, or no. 

He was cut off in the prime of his Years, as 
much miſs'd when dead,as belov'd when living. 


N ; Natha- 
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Caagd 


Nathamiel FitLD. 


An Author that liv'd 1n the Reigns of King 
Fames,and King Charles the Firſt; who was not 
only a Lover of the Muſes,but belov'd by them, 
and the Poets his Contemporarics. He was 
adopted by Mr. Chapman tor his Son, and call'd 
in by ond Maſſmger, to his Aſſiſtance, in the 
Play call'd 7he Fatal Dowry, of which Play 
more hereafter. He writ hamſelt two Plays, 
which will ſtll bear Reading, v7. 

Amends for Ladies; with the merry Pranks 
of Moll Cut-purſe, or The Flumour of Roaring ; 
a Comedy full of honeſt Mirth and Wit. Adted 
at the Zlack-Fiiars, both by the Prince's Ser. 
vants, and the Lady Z/:zabeth's; and printed 49 
Lond. 1639. The Plot of Smubtles tempting the 
married Wife, at her Husbands imtreaty, ſeems 
ro be founded on Dow Qurxote's Novel of the Cu- 
rus Impertinent, and has been the Subje& of 
many Plays, as The City Nijght-cap, Amonurous 
Prince, o: T he Curious Husband, Gyc. This Play 
was writ by our Author as Amends to the Fair 
Sex, for a Play which he had writ ſome Years 
before, and whoſe very Title ſeem'd a Satyr 
on Womankind; vis. | 

Woman 's Weather-cork, a Comedy acted be- 
fore the King in Hhite-hall, and ſeveral times 
privately at the #hzre- Friars, by the Children 
of her Majeſty's Revels,printed 49. Lond. 1612. 
and dedicated to any Woman that hath been 
no #"earher-cock. This Play 18 commended by a 
Copy of Yerles writ by Mr. Chapman. There is 
one thing remarkable in thisPlay;and which - 
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the Author's Credit, I muſt take notice of, that 
the Time of the Afton 1s circumſcrib'd within 
the compaſs of twelve Hours ; as the Author 


himſelf obſerves 1n the Concluſion of his Play. 


Are pr jc much(what cannot Heavenly Powers) 
Done and undone, and done in twelve ſhort hours. 


Richard FLEeckNoe, E/q; 


Thais Gentleman liv'd in the Reigns of King 
Charles the Firſt and Second; and was as Fa- 
mous as any 1n his Age, for. indifferent Me- 
tre. His Acquaintance with the Nobility, 
was more than with the Muſes; and he hada 


greater. properyrey to Riming, then a Genius 


to Poetry. He never could arrive with all his 
Induſtry, to get but one Play to be ated,and yet 
he has printed ſeveral. He has publiſht ſund 
Works, ( as he ſtles them ) to continue his 
Name to Poſterity ; tho' pay ly an Enemy has 
done that for him, which his own Endeavours 
would neyer haye perfeQed: For whatever be- 
come of his own Pieces, his Name will continue 
whilſt Mr. Dryden's Satyr call'd Mack Flecknoe, 
ſhall remazn in Vogue. He has publiſht ſeveral 
Pieces both in Profe and Verſe, whach L have 
ſeen; ang he bath others ja print, which E 
could. neyer obtain.a yiew of: as 1a particular, 
that Epic Dedicatory, to a Nobleman, which 
Myr. Dryden raillys fo ſeverely in his Dedica- 
tion. of Zimberham. As to. what Works I have 
ſeen of his, I ſhall give the Reader a particular 
Account, beginning firſt with his Plays. 


N 4 Da- 
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DamoiſeNes 4 la mode, a Comedy printed in 
oftavo Lond. 1667. and dedicated to their 
Graces the Duke and Dutcheſs of Newcaftle, 
more humbly than by way of Epiſtle. This 
Comedy was deſign'd by the Author to have 
been afted by the Lings Servants,as the Reader 
may ſee by the Scheme drawn by the Poet,ſhew- 
ing how he caſt the ſeveral Parts : but I know 
not for what reaſon they refus'd it. The Poet 
indeed ſeems to give one, which whether true 
or falſe, 1s' not much material ; but methinks 
1t will ſerye"to ſhew the Reader his Humour. 
For the ating this Comedy (ſays he) (*) thoſe 
f who have the Governing of the Stage, have 
frheir Humours, and would be intreated; and 
£T have mine, and won't 1ntreat them :' and 
£were all Dramatick Writers of my mind, they 
F ſhould wear their O/d4 Plays Thread-bare, ere 
they ſhould haye any Nee, till they better 
* underſtood their own Intereſt, and How to di- 
+ {tingutſh betwixt good and bad, ''T know not 
whether the late Duke'of Buckingham thought 
of Mr. Flecknoe when” he drew the Charater 
of Mr. Bayes ; but methinks there is ſpme re- 
ſemblance between” his Anger at the Players 
being gone to Dinner without his leave, and 
Mr. Flecknoe's Tndignation at their Refuſin 
his Play : Mr. Bays feeming to me to talk niuc 
at the ſame rate: ' *How?! are the Players 
Foone to Dinner ? ' Tf they are, 111 make'them 
*know what 'tis to 1njure a Perſon that does 
©them the Honour to write for them; . and al 
(that, A Company of Proud, Conceited, Hyu- 
(Ch) Prcfire ro his Play. A ; BE by 
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© morous, Croſs-grain'd Perſons; and all thar- | 
©['ll make them 'the moſt Contemptible, Def 

© picable, Inconſiderable Perſons, and all thats 
©1n the whole World for this'Trick. 

This Play ( as the Author 1n his Preface ac- 
knowledges) * 1s taken out of ſeveral Excellent 
© Pieces of Mo/tiere. The main Plot of the Da: 
© 90iſefles, out of his Les Prectenſes Ridicules ; 
©the Counterplot of $ararelle, out of his L'E/- 
cole ofes Femmes, and the Two Natarals, out 
© of his L'Eſcole des Maris. 

Erminia, or The Chaſt Lady, printed 89 Lond. 
166s- and dedicated to the Fair and Virtuous 
Lady, the Lady Southcor. This Play ( tho' 
the Aftors Names deſign'd by the 'Authors, 'be 
printed over againſt the Dramatis Perſona)was 
never atted. 

Love's Dominion, a Dramatick Piece, full of 
Excellent Morality ; written as a Pattern for 
the Reformed Stage, printed 89 Lond. 1654. 
and dedicated to the Lady Z/:zaberh. Claypole. 
In this Epiſtle, the Author infinuates the uſe 
of Plays, and begs her Mediation to gain Li- 
cenfſe to a&t them. Whether the Play anſwer 
the Title-page, or whether Mr. Flecinoe have 
ſo pularly obſerv'd the three Unities, I ſhall 
leave to the Criticks. '' 

Lyve's Kingdom, a Paſtoral-Tragi-comedy ; 
not as it was acted at the Theatre near Lmcohns- 
Fun, but as it was written, and ſince corredtted ; 
printed 89 Lond. 1664. and dedicated to his Ex- 
cellency FVilliam, Lord Marqueſs of Newcaſte. 
This Play is but the former Play a little alter'd, 


with a new Tie; and after the King's Return 
| | it 
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it ſeems, the Poet got leave to have 1t acted; 
but it had the misfortune to be damn'd by 
the Audience, ( which Mr. Flecknoe ſhiles 
The people, and calls them Judges without 
Judgment) for want of its being rightly repre- 
ſented to them. He owns that it wants much 
of the Ornament of the Stage ; but hat ( he 
fays) by a lively Imagination may eaſily be 
fapply'd. To the ſame purpoſe he {ays of his 
Damoiſelles a la mode, (') © That together with 
©the Perſons repreſented, he had fet down the 
© Comedians that he deſign'd ſhould repreſent 
*them ; that the Reader might haye half the 
© pleaſure of ſeeing it __ and a lively Ima- 
© gination might have the pleaſure of it all en- 
tire. | 

I fancy Mr. Flecknoe would have been much 
pleas'd with Readers of the Argrue Gentleman's 
Humour deſcrib'd by Aprace ;: (*) 

Ong fe credebat miros audire T ragedos, 

Tn vacno letus fefſor, plauſorg; T heatro. 


Who fancy'd he ſaw Plays ated in the empty 
Theatre ;. but to others in their right Sences, 
all his Rhetorick could not have been able to 
perſwade them,that a Play Read,(notwithitand- 
ing the utmoſt force of Imagination) can'afford 
half the pleaſure with that of aPlay Aed;lznce 
the former wants the Greateſt Ornament to.a 
Play, Gracefulneſs of AtfZion. Bur Mr., Fieckyoe 
was to make the belt of a Bad-market.; and fiance 
he could not get his Plays ated, he was to en- 
deavour,to get them to. be read; by: labour-- 


(i) Preface, (k ) Epgd. Luz Epon, | 
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nz to, perſwade people, - that Imagination 
wk —_ the dffed of Action. wy | 

Marriage of Oceanus and Rritannia, a Maſque, 
which I never ſaw, and therefore am not able 
to give any Account of 1t. | 

Whether our Author have any more, Plays 
 inprint, 1 know not; but I remember a Pro- 
Ml logue amongſt bis Epigrams, intended ior 2 

- Play, call'd 7 he Phy/icrar againſt his will, which 
I believe might be a Tranſlation of Mo/heere's 
Le Medecin matzre luy;but it was never/publiſht 
that I know of. As to his other Works, , they 
conſiſt of Epigrams and Enigmatical Chara- 
ers, which are uſually bound up with his 
Love's Dominion ;; at the end of which is a ſhort 
Diſcourſe of the Exghſh Stage, which I take 
to, be the beſt thing he hag extant, There is 
another Book of his Writing, call'd Dzarium, 
or The Journal, divided into twelve Zornaaas, 
in Burleſque Verſe ;; with ſame. other Pzeces, 
printed 129 Lond. 1656 | 


John FLexcaugR, ard Francts 
| BrauMoNT, £E/q; 

I am now arriv'd at a brace of Authors, who 
like the Dz9/curz, Caſtor and Pollux, fucceed- 
ed in Conjuntion, more . happily than any 
Paets of their own, or this Ape, to the reſerve 
of the Venerable Shakeſpear, and the Learned 
and Judicious 7obr/on. "Tis umpolkible for me 
to reach their CharaGers; and therefore, as 
the Witty Dr. Fufer (') cites Bale's ſaying of 


(1) cheſbire, p. 184. 
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Randal Figaen, (®) That "tis no ſhame to crave 
aid in a Work too weighty for any ones back 
wp bear; I'muſt have recourſe to others Afſli- 
ſtance, for the CharaQers of this worthy pair of 
Authors. To ſpeak firſt of Mr. Feaumont, he was 
Maſter of a good Wit, and a better Judgment ; 
he fo admirably well anderſtood the Art of the 
Stage, that even Johnſon himſelf thought 1t 
no diſparagement 'to ſubmit his Writings to 
his Corretion. What a great Veneration Ber. 
had for him, is evident by thoſe Verſes he writ 
to him when living (*). Mr. Flezcher's Wit 
was equal] to Mr. Beaumont's [udgment,and was 
ſo luxurianr, that like ſuperfluous Branches, 1t 
was frequently prun'd by his Judicious Partner. 
Theſe Poets perfeAly underftood Breeding, and 
therefore ſucceſsfully copy'd the Converſation 
of Gentlemen: © They knew how to deſcribe 
the Manners of the Age; and Flezcher had a 
peculiar' tallent in'exprefling all his thoughts, 
with Life and Briskneſs. No Man ever under. 
ſtood, or drew the Paſſions more lively than he; 
and his witty Raillery was {d'dreſt, that it ra- 


' ther pleas'd than diſguſted the modeſt part of 
| His Audience. In a word, Fletcher's Fancy, and 


Beaumoent's Tudgment combin'd, produc'd ſach 
Plays, as will rematn Monuments of their Wit 
to all Poſterity. Nay, Mr. Fletcher himſelf after 
Mr. Beaumont's Deceaſe, compos'd ſeveral Dra- 
matick Pijeces,which yere well worthy the Pen 
of ſo great a Maſter.}/ Of this, . the followin 
Lines, writ by that Excellent Poet Mr. Car? 
wright, are a proof. | 00 
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Tho' when All-Fletcher 1orit, and the entire 
«Man 1as indule d unto that ſacred fire, ' [ſuch 
Hs thoughts his thoughts dref,appear'd both 
That 'twas h1s happy fault 1o do too much ; 
Hho therefore wiſely did ſubmit each Birth 
To knowing Beaumont, &'re it did come forth ; 
Working again, until he ſaid 'twas fit, 
LAnd made him the ſobriety of his W1t ; 
T ho' thus be call d his Fudge into his Fame, 
And for that aid allow'd him half the Name, 
'Tis known, that ſometimes he did ſtand alone, 
T hat both the [punge and pencil were his own; 
That himſelf judg'd himſelf, could [ingly do, 
And was at M4 Beaumont and Fletcher 7oo. 

Elſe we had hoft his Shepherdeſs, a prece, 
Even, and ſmooth, ſprung from a finer _ 
Where Seftneſs retgns, where Paſſwns Paſſions 
Gonthe oy high,as floods of Balſam meet: [greet, 
Where,areſt in white Expreſſions,fit bright Loves, 
Drawn,like their Fareft ween,by milky Doves; 
A Piece, which Johnſon, m a Rapture bid 
Come up a glorify 'd Work, and ſo it did. 


They who would read more of theſe admi- 
rable Poets worth, may peruſe at their leiſure 
thoſe excellengCopys of Verſes printed with 
their Works, written by the prime Wits of the 
Age, as Waller, Denham, Sic John Berkenhead, 
Dr. Man, g&yc. Iam extreamly ſorry, that I am 
not able to give any Account of the Aﬀairs of 
theſe Great Men; Mr Beaumont's Parentage, 
Birth, County, Education, and Death, being 
wholly unknown to me: Andas to Mr. Fletcher, 
all I know of him 1s, That he was Son _ the 

m1- 
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26 An Account of the 

Eminent Richard Fletcher, created Biſhop of 
Briſtol, by Queen Z/izaberh An. 1559. and by 
her preferr'd to London,t593. He died in Lon- 
don of the Plague in the Firſt Year of King 
Charles the Martyr, 1625.being Nine and fourty 
Years of Age, and was bury'd in St. Mary Ove- 
ries Church im Southwarke. 

I beg my Reader's Leave to inſert the Infcri- 
ption, which I find writ under his Pifture, by 
that well known Wit, Sir John Berkenhead; 
which will give the Reader a fuller Know- 
ledge of his Abilities and Merit, than I am able 


to expreſs. 


Fehcis evi, acPreſulis Natns ; comes 
"Beaumonrto ; /ic, guihpe Parnaſſus, Biceps ; 
FLETCHERUS unam inÞyramida furcas agens. 
Straxit chorum plus ſimphicem Yates Duplex ; 
Plas Duplicem ſolus : nec ullum tranſtultt ; 
Nee transferrendus : Dramatum etern ſales, 
Anglo Theatro, Orbi, Sibi, ſuperſ/titites. 
FLETCHERE, factes abſque vultu pmgitur,; 
Neantus ! vel umbram cercuit nemo tuam. 


Where, or when Mr. Beaumont died, I know 
not; but I have met with an Fpitaph, writ by 
Dr. Corbe?, immediately after his Death, that 
well deſerves the Reader's peruſal. 


On Mr. Francis Beaumont. 
(Then newly dead.) 


Fe that hath ſuch Acuteneſs, and ſuch Wit, 
As would ask Ten good Heads to husband it , 
He 


fa 
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He that can write / wh, they 0 man daye 

Refuſe it for the beſt, Jet him beware : [ appegr s 
PE OMONT 7s dead, by whoſe Po os 


Wit's a Diſeaſe conſumes men in few years. 


There are two and = Plays written by 
theſe worthy Authors ; all which are now ex- 
rant in one Volume, printed fol. Lond. 1679. 
cach of which I ſhall mention Alphaberically. 

Beggers Buſh, a Comedy : This Play I have 
ſeen ſeveral times ated with applauſe. 

Bonduca, a Tragedy. The plot of this Play, 
is borrow'd from 7 acitns's Annals Lib. 14. Sec 
Milton's Hiſtory of England, Book 2. 'Ubaldins 
de Vita delle Donne 1llaftri del Regie 4" Tnghel- 
terra, &y Scotia, pag. 7, Cc. 

Bloody Brother, or Rollo Duke of Normanay, 
2 Tragedy much 1n requeſt; and notwithſtand- 
ing Mr. Rymer's Criticiſms on at, (®) has (till 
the good fortune to Pleaſe : it being frequently 
ated by the preſent Company of Actors, at the 
Queen's Play-Houſe in Dorſer-Garden The 
Defign of this Play 1s Hiſtory : See ZJerodian. 
{b.4.. Xiphilint Eprt. Dion. m Vit. Ant.Caracalle. 
Part of the Language 1s copy'd from Seneca's 
Thebais. | 

Captain, a Comedy. 

Chances, a Comedy, reviv'd by the late Duke 
of Buckmgham, and very much improv'd; be- 
ng atted with extraordinary applauſe at the 
Theatre in Dorſet-Garden, and printed with 
the Alterations Lond. 4® 1682. This Play is 
built on a Novel written by the Famous Spa- 

(0) Tragedies of the laſt Age con{dered, p,16z8c. Pens. 


niard 


. 2o$ An Account of the 

niard Miguel de Cervantes, call'd The Laay Cor* 

_ nelia; which the Reader may read at large in 
a Fol. Vol. call'd S:x Exemplary Novels. 

Coronation, a Tragi-comedy. 

Coxcomb, a Comedy, which was reviv'd at 
the Theatre-Royal, the Prologue being ſpoken 
by Fo. Hams. 

Cupid's Revenge, a Tragedy. 

Cuſtome of the Country, a Tragi-comedy. 
This 15 accounted an excellent Play ; the Plot 
of Rutilio, Duarte, and Guyomar, 1s founded on 
one of mg Novels, Deca.6. Nov. 6. 

Double Marriage, a Tragedy, which has 
been reviv'd ſome years ago; as I learn froma 
new Prologue printed in Covent-Garden Drolle- 


Ty, P. 14- ] 
Elder Brother, a Comedy, which has been 


atted with good applauſe. 
4h, 


Faithful Shepheraefs, a Paſtoral, writ by Mr. 
Fletcher,and commended by two Copies written 
by the Judicious Beaumont, and the Learned 
Fohnſon,which the Reader may read at the end 
of the Play : See the laſt Edit. Fol.p.233. When 
this Paſtoral was firſt ated before their Maje- 
{ties at Sormmerſet Houſe on T* welfth- Night, 
1633. inſtead of a Prologue, there was a Song 
in Dialogue, ſung between a Prieſt and 2 
Nymph, which was writ by Sir #i/liam D' A. 
venant ; and an Epilogue was ſpoken by the 
Lady Mary Mordant, which the Reader may 
read in Covent-Garden Drollery, pag. 86. 

Fair Maid of the Inn, a Tragi-comedy. eMa- 
riana's diſowning C:ſario for her Son, and 
the Duke's InjunC&tion to marry him, 1s _—_ 

y 
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by Cau/m in his Foly Court, and is tranſcrib'd 
by Wanky in his Z;ftory of Man, Fol. Book 3. 
Chap. 26. | 

Fall One,a Tragedy.This Play is founded ont. 
the Adventures of 7u/zus Cxſar in AHgypt,and 
his Amours with Clcopatre. See Suetonins,Pla- 
tarch,D1ion, Appian,F lorus, Eutropins,Oroſins, &c. 

Four Plays, or Moral Repreſe entations in One ; 
viz. The Triumph of Honour ; The Triumph of 
Love ; The Triumph of Death ; The Triumph of 
Time. I know not whether ever theſe Repre- 
ſentations appear'd on the Stage, or no. The 
Triumph of Honour is founded on Poccace his 
Novels, Day 10. Nov. 5. The Triumph of ' Love, 
on the ſame Author, Day 5. Nov. 8. The Tr:- 
umph of Death on a Novel in The Fortunatc, 
Decerv'd,and Unfortunate Lovers, part 3. Nov. 3. 
See beſides Palace of Pleaſure, Nov. 40. Belle- 
foreſt, &c. The Triumph of T ime, as far as falls 
within my diſcovery, 1s wholly the Authors 
Invention. 

Honeſt Man's Fortune, a Tragi-Comedy. As 
to the plot of Montargn's being prefer'd by La- 
mr to be her Husband, when he was in Ad- 
verſity, and leaſt expeted: the like Story 1s 


related by ZZeywood 1n his Hiſtory of Women, 


Book 9. pag. 641. | 

Flumonrous Licutenaut , a Tragi-Comedy 
which I have often ſeen ated with Applauſe. 
The CharaQter of the Humourons Lieutenant 
refuſing to fight after he was cured of his 
Wounds, reſembles the Story of the Souldicr 
belonging to Lucultas deſcrib'd in the Epiſtles 
of Forace, hb. 2. Ep. 2. but the very Story 1s 

0 
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related in Glades dr Has p. 30. How near 
the Poet keeps. to the Hiſtorian I muſt leave to 
thoſe that will compare the Play with the Wri- 
ters of the Lives of Anut;zonus and Demetrius, 
the Father and the Son. See P/utarch's Life 
of Demetrius, Diodorus, Tuſtin, Appian, &c. 

{ſland Princeſs, a Tragi-Comedy. This Play 

- about three Years ago was revivd with Altera- 

tions by Mr. Tate, being afted at the Theatre 
Royal, printed 1n quarto Lord. 1687. and dedi- 
cated to the Right Honourable Henry Lord 
Waterave. 

King and No King, a Tragi-Comedy, which 
notwithſtanding its Errors diſcover d by Mr. 
Rymer 1n his Cr:ticiſms, has always been ated 
with Applauſe, and has lately been reviv'd on 
our preſent Theatre with ſo great ſucceſs, that 
we may jultly ſay with ZFZorace, 


FHec placuit ſemel, hec decies repetita placebre. 


Knight of the burning Pefile, a Comedy. This 
Play was 1n vogue ſome years ſince, 1t being 
reviv'd by the King's Houſe, and a new Pro- 
logue (inſtead of the old One in proſe) being 
ſpoken by Mrs. En Gum. The bringing the 
Cee and his Wife upon the Stage, was poſli- 
bly in imitation of Ben Johnſon's Staple of News, 
who. has introduc'd on the Stage Four Goflips, 


Lady-like attir'd, who remain during the whole 


Aion, and criticiſe upon each Scene. 

Kings ht of Malta, a Tragi-Comedy. 

Laws of Canay, a Tragi-Comedy. 

Litile French Lawyer, a Comedy. The Plot 
ts borrow'd from Gu/man or The Spaniſh. Regus, 


part 


” 
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part 2..ch. 4.” The Stoty of Dinant, Clerimont, 
and Lamira, being borrow'd from Don Lewis 


' de Caſtro, and Don Roderigo' de 'Montalua. The 


like Story is in other Novels; as in Sarron's 
Novel called The Fruitleſs Precaution ; and in 
The Complaiſant Companion, 89 p. 263. which is 
copied from the above-mentioned Original. 

Love's Cate, or T he Martial Maid, a Comedy. 

Love's Pifgrimage, a Comedy. This I take 
to be an admirable Comedy. The Foundation 
of it 1s built on a Novel of Miguel de Cervantes 
called The Two Dampels. The Scene in the 
firſt AQ, between D:ego the Holt of Of/una,and 
Lazaro his Oſtler, 1s itoln from Ben Johnſon's 
New nn : which I may rather term borrow'd, 
for that Play miſcarrying, in the, Aftion, I 
ſuppoſe they made uſe of it with Bex's Conſent. 

Lovers Progreſs, a Tragi-Comedy. This Play 
is built ona French Romance written by 2. 
Daudiguter, call'd Liſander and Caliſta. 

Loyal Subje, a Tragi-Comedy. 

Had Liver, a Tragi-Comedy. 'The Deſign 
of Cleanthe's Suborning the Prieſteſs to give a 
falſe Oracle in favour of her Brother Syphax, 
is borrow'd from the Story of Mundus and Pad- 
lina,deſcrib'd at large by Zoſephus Lib.18, Cap.4- 
Thas Play Sr. Afton Cockain has chiefly com- 
mended in his Copy of Verſes on Mr. Fezcher's 
Plays. See:the Verſes before the old Edition, 
printed 1647. and Cockain's Poems, pag.1o1. 

Maid in the Milt, a Comedy. This Play 
amonglt othershas hkewiſe been reviv'd by 
the Duke's Houſe. The Plot of 41tonzo, //me-, 
nia, and Aminta, 1s ka from _—_— A 
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212 An Account of the 
Romance tranſlated from the Spaniſh of Dox 
Gonzah de Ceſpides, and Moneces ; ſee the Sto- 
ry of Don Jayme pag. 350. As. to the Plot 
of Otrante's Aeizing Florimel! the Millers ſup- 
ofed Daughter, and attempting her Chaſtity ; 
tis borrow'd from an Toke Novel writ 
Bandello ; a Tranſlation of which into French, 
the Reader may find in Les Frflorres Tragiques 
par M. —_— Tom. 1. Hit 12. The ſame 
Story is related by M. Goulart ; ſee Les Hi- 
ftoires admirables de notre temps,39.T om.1.Þ.212.. 
Maids Trageay, a Play which has always been 
ated with great Applauſe at the King's Thea- 


'rre; and which had ſtill continu'd on the Eng- 


Iiſh Stage, had not King Charles the Second, 
for ſome particular Reaſons forbid its further 
Appearance during his Mas 44 Ir has fince been 
reviv'd by Mr. aller, the laſt AR having 
been wholly alter'd to pleaſe the Court: as the 
Author of the Preface to the ſecond part of his 
Poems informs us, and give us further the fol- 
lowing Account: ©T1s not be doubted, who 
< fat for the Two Brothers Charafters. . "Twas 
© 2grecable to the Sweetneſs of Mr. Fahtter's 
©Temper, to ſoften the Rigor of the Tragedy, 
© as he expreſſes 1t; but whether 1t be agree- 
© able to the Nature of Tragedy it ſelf, to make 
every thing come off eaſily, I leave to the Cri- 
© ticks. Thas laſt AQ is publiſht 1n the Second 
Part of Mr. Walter's Poems, printed in quarto 

Lond. 1690. | q 
Maſque of Grays-Tnn Gentlemen , and the 
Inner-Temple. Tis Maſque was written by 
Mr. Beaumont alone, and preſented before the 
hs King 
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King and Queen in the Banqueting-houſe of 
Whitehall, at the Marriage of the Illuſtrious 
Frederick and Ehzabeth, Prince and Princeſs 
Palatine of the Rhine. 

Monſieur T homas, a Comedy, which not long 
ſince appear'd on the preſent Stage under the 
Name of Trick for Trick, 

Nice Yalour, or T he Paſſionate © Mad-man, a 
Comedy. 

Nt 5 Walker, or The Little Thief,a Comedy, 
which I have ſeen acted by the King's Seryants, 
with great Applauſe , dh in the City and 
Country. 

Noble Gentleman, a Comedy which was late. 
ly reviv'd by Mr. Durfey, under the Title of 

he Fools Preferment, 'or The Three Dukes of 
Dunſtable.” 

Philafter, or Love lies a Bleeding : a Tragte 
Comedy which has always been ated with Suc- 
ceſs; and has been the diverſion of the Stage, 
even in theſe days. This was the firſt PI: 
that brought theſe Excellent Authors in P. 
{teem; and this Play was One of thoſe that 
were repreſented at the old Theatre in Zincolns. 
Inn-Fields, when the Women aQed alone. The 
Prologue and Epilogue were ſpoken by Mrs. 
«Marſhbal,and printed in Covent-garden Droftery, 
pas: 18. About this Time there was a Pro- 


logue written, on purpoſe for the Women by 


Mr. Dryden, and 1s printed in his «M:ſceHany 

Poems un oftavo, p. 285. 

. Pilgrmn, a Comedy which was reviv'd ſome 

years {ince, and a Prologue ſpoke, which the 

Reader may find in Covent-garden Dofery, p.12. 
O 3 Pro. 


7 > Ga... 3b. , F- 
4 R&D ; [os FA E ny . "4 Lk 
= bg 


214 An Hcconnt of the 
Propheteſs, a Tragical Hiſtory,, which hag 
lately been reyiv'd by Mr. Dryaen, under. the 
Title. of The Propheteſs, or T he Hiſtory of Dio- 
cle/ian, with Alterations and Additions atter 
the manner of an Opera, repreſented. at the 
Qyeens Theatre, and printed 4* Lond. 1690. 
For the Plot conſult Enſebrus Lib 8. Atcephoras 
Lib. 6. and 9. Yopiſc. Car. & Carin. Aur. Yitto- 
1s Epitome. Eutropins L. 9. Baronius An. 2.04- 
&c. Oroſins 1.7. C, 16. Ceeffetean 1.20, rc. 
Queen of Corinth, a'] ragi-Comcdy. LY j 
Rule a Wife, and have a Wife, a Tragi-Co- 
medy which within theſe ſew years has been 
acted, with applauſe at the Queens Theatre 1n 
Do ſet-Garden, © 7 pare 
 Scornful Lady, a Cqmedy ated with good Ap- 


. plauſe even 1n theſe times, at the Theatre in 


Dorſet-Garden. Mr. Dryden. has condemn'd 
the Concluſion of this Play in reference to the 


 Converlion of «AMor-craf? the Ulurer (2); but 


whether this Cataſtrophe be. cxcuſable, I mult 
"i the Criticks, , BY = "”_ | 
© Sea Voyage, a Comedy lately reyiv'd by Mr: 
Dir fey, ifs, 5 the Linle of T he ED 
of Women. This Play 1s ſuppoſed by Mr. Dry- 
den, (as 1 have oblerv'd) to be copied, from. 
Stakeſpear's Tempe. 0), 

T he Storm which vaniſht on' the nts, ſhore, 

Was taught by Shaketpears Tempettjir/t 70 roar, 
T hat [rmnocence and Beauty which did ſmile © 
1n Fletcher, grew on this Enchanted 1/le. 


_Spaniſh Curate, a Comedy frequently reviy'd 
(p) bran, Ejja ys. #+ 35+ (49) Prol. to the: Tewpelt. = 


wit 
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with general Applauſe. The Plot of Dor 
Henrique, Aſcanio, Violante, and Jacintha, is 
borrow'd from Geraray's Hifiory of Don John, 
Pag. 202. and that of Leanaro, Bartolus, Ama- 
rantha and Lopez,from the Spaniſh Curate of the 
ſame Author, pag. 214. &@c. 

Thirfy and Theodoret, a Tragedy. This 
Play 1s accounted by ſome an excellent old Play; 
and therefore 'tis pitty the Compe/itor was R 
careleſs in this new Edition as to omit a great 
part of the laſt AR, which contains the King's 

ehaviour during the Qperatiog of the Poiſon 
given him by his Mother ; and which 1s as - 
moving as any part of the Play., This Imper- 
tefion may be ſupply'd fron the Copy printed 
In quarto, and I bow the Proprietors of the 
Copy, will take care 1n the next Impreſſion to 
do juſtice to theſe admirable Authors. 


(*): © For Beaumont's Forks and Fletcher's 
ald.come forth, 
* With all the Right belonging 10 therr Worth. 


The Plot of this Play is founded on Hiſtory. 
See the French Chronicles in the Reign of 
Clotarre the Second. See Fredegarins Scholafti- 
cus,” Aimoinus Monachus Floriacen/ts, De Serres, 
Mezeray, Criſpin, &c. © 
7 wo Noble Kinſmen, a Tragi-Comedy. This 
Play was' written by Mr. Fletcher, . and Mr. 
__ $4 
LValentinian, a Tragedy reviv'd not long ago 
by that Great Wit, the Earl of Rocheſter ; ated 
at the Theatre-Royal, and printed in quarto 
*) Cockass's Epigr, L. 3. Ev. 35. 
O 4 1685. 


216 - 4n Account of the 
1685. with a Preface concerning the Author 
and his Writings. For the Plot ſee the 
Writers of thoſe Times; as Caffidor: Chron. ; 
Amm. Marcell, Hitt. Evagrius Lib. 2. Proco- 
71s, GC. | | 
£ Wife for a Month, a Tragi-Comedy. This 
Play 1s in my poor Judgment well worth revi- 
ving, and with the alteration of. a judicious 
Pen, would be an excellent Dramma. The Cha. 
rafter and Story of Alphonſo, and his Brother 
Frederick's Carriage to him, much reſembles 
the Hiſtory of Sanchs the Eighth, King of Leoy. 
L leave the Reader to the peruſal of his Story 
in Mariana, and Lowuts de Mayerne Turquet. 
Wild-Gooſe Chaſe, a Comedy' yalued by the 
beſt Fudges of Poetry. | 
Wit at on Weapons, a Comedy which by 
ſome 1s thought very diverting ; and poſhbly 
was the Model on which the CharaQters of 
the Elder Palatine and Sr, cMorglay T hwack 
were built by Sr. Yilliam D' Avenant, mn his 
Comedy call'd 7 be #7ts. | 
Wit without Money, a Comedy which I have 
ſeen aQed at the Old Houſe in little Lincolns- 
Inn-Fields with very great Applauſe; the part 
of Yalentime being play d'by that compleat Ator 
Major <9/obun deceas'd. This was the firit Play 
that was ed after the Burning the King's 
Houſe 1n Drury-lane - a New Prologue being 
writ for them by Mr. Dryden, printed in his 
«Miſcellany Poems 1n oftayo, p. 285. _ 
Woman Hater, a Comedy. This Play was 
reviv'd by Sr. Hilham D' Avenant, and a new 
Prologue( inſtead of the old One writ in proſe) 
| >. 
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was ſpoken, which the Reader may peruſe in 
Sir William's Works in Fol.p. 249. This Play 
was one of thoſe writ by F/zztcher alone. 


Women pleas'd, a Tragi-comedy. The Comi- 
cal parts of this Play throughout between Zar- 
zello, Lopez, 1ſabella, and Claudio, are founded 
on ſeveral of PBoccace's Novels: Sec Day 7. 
Nov. 6. and 8. Day 8. Nov. 8. 


Woman's Prize, or the Tamer tam'd, a Come- 
dy, written on the ſame foundation with Shake- 
| jel Taming of the Shrew ; or which we may 

etter call a Second part or counter-part to 
that admirable Comedy. This was writ by Mr. 
Fletcher's Pen Tem 


I wiſh I were able to give the Reader a 
erfe& Account what Plays He writ alone ; 
in what Plays he was aſſiſted by the Judicious 
Beaumont, and which were thePlays 1n which 
Old Phz/. Maſſmger had a hand : but Mr. Charles 
Cotton being dead, I know none but Sir Afton 
Cockain (it he be yet alive) that can ſatisfy the 
World in this particular : all that I can fay, is 
that moſt of theſe Plays were aCted at the 
Globe and. Black- Friars, in the Time of thoſe 
Adtors Taylor, Lowin, Burbage, &yc. This Ac- 
count T receiv'd from Sir Afton Cockarn's Poems, 
who writ an Epiſtle to his Coſen Charles Cotton, 
(*) concerning theſe excellent Authors, part 
of which I ſhall tranſcribe for the Reader's bet- 
ter Satisfaftion, and becauſe his Poems are not 
very common. 


(r ) Poems OfFavo, þ. 91, 


"Tis 


<< 


An Account of the 


"Ts true, Beaumont and Fletcher both were ſuch 
Sublime Wits,none could them admire toomuch ; 
T hey were our Engliſh Pole-Stars, and did bear 
Between them all the World of Fancy clear : 
But as two Suns when they do ſhine to us, 

The Ar is lighter, they proatgicus ; 

So while they lod and writ together, we 
Had Plays exceeded what we hop'd to ſee. 

But they writ few ; for youthful Beaumont ſoor 
By Death echpſed was at his high Noon. 
 Strvrving Fletcher then did Penn alone 

Equal tooth, ( pardon Compariſon ) 

And ſuffer d not theGlobe gyBlack-Friar's Stage 
T' envy the Glories of a former Age. 

As wwe m1 Flumane Bodies ſee that loſe 

An Eye, or Limb, the Yertue and the Uſe 
Retreat mto the other Eye or Limb, 

And makes it double. So [ ſay of him - 
Fletcher was Beaumont's Herr,and did inherit 
His ſearching Tudement and unbounded Spirit. 
His Plays were printed therefore, as they were 
Of Beaumont Zoo, becauſe his Spirit's there. 


T know no Poems writ by Mr. Fletcher ; but 
Mr. Beaumont has ax Poem extant call'd Sahna- 
cis & Hermaphreditus, printed Lond. 49 1602. 
of Love; Elegies, Sonnets, and other Poems, 


called The Vidow. Of this Play, ſee more un- 
der the Name of Fen. Fohnſon. 


John 


and which was again re-printed with his Elegy 


8% Lond. 1653. Our Author joyn'd with the 
Famous Johnſon, and Middleton, in a Comnedy 
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John Fo. 


A' Gentleman of the «Mziddle-Temple, wha 
liv'd in the Reign of King Charles the Firſt : 
Who was a Well-wiſher to the Muſes, and a 
Friend and Acquaintance of moſt of the Poets 
of his Time. He was not only a Partner with 
Rowly, and Decker in the Witch of Eamonton, 
(ot-which fee an Account in Row/) and with 
Decker, '1n The Sun's Darling, but writ like- 
wiſe himſclt ſeven Plays ; molt of which were 
ated at the Phanix, and the Bl/ack- Friars: and 
may be known by an Anagram inſtead of his 
Name, generally printed in the Title-page, vs. 


FIDE HONOR. 


He was more addifted to Tragedy, than Co- 
medy.; which occalion'd an Old Poet to write 
thus of him. 


Deep in a Dump John Ford was alone got 
With folded Arms, and melancholy Hat. 


I ſhall give an Account of his Plays Alpha- 
betically, and place The Sun's Darling in its 
Aur the greateſt part of .1t was writ 
by our Author. | 
Broken Heart, a Tragedy ated by the Kings 
Majeſties Servants, at the, private Houſe 1n 
Black-Fryars, printed 4» Lond. 1633. and dedi- 
cated to the moſt Worth Deſerver of, the No- 
bleſt Titles in Honour, Fe 


__— 


1am Lord Craven, 
Baron of ' Hamftcad Marſhal. The Speakers 
Names are fitted to their Qualities; and moſt 


of them are derav'd trom Greek Etimologies. 
Fancies 
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Fancies Chaſt and Noble, a Tragi-comedy, 
preſented. by the Queen Majeſties Servants, at 
the Phenix in Drury Lane; printed 4» Lond. 
1638. and dedicated to the Right Noble Lord, 
the Lord Rande/ll Macdonell; Earl of Antrim 1n 
the Kingdom of /reland. This oy 1s uſher'd 
into the World by a Copy of Verſes, written 
by Mr. Edward Greenfield. | 

Ladies Tryal, a Tragi-comedy ated by both 
their Majeſties Servants, at the private Houſe 
in Drary Lane; printed 49 Lond. 1639. and de- 
dicated to his Deſervingly. Honoured 7ohr: 
Hyrley Eſq; and to the Virtuous and Right 
nr I Gentlewoman Mrs. Mary Wyriey his 
Wite. 

Lovers Melancholy, a Tragi-comedy adted at 
the private Houſe in the PBlack-Fryars, 'and 
publickly av the G/obe by the Kings Majeſties 
Servants ; printed 49 Lond.1629. and dedicated 
to his mot worthily Refpefted Friends, Na- 
thaniet Finch, Fobn Ford, F\quizes ; Mr. Henry 
Blunt, Mr. Robert Ellice, and all the reſt of 
the Noble Society of Grays-/rrn. This Play is 
commended by four of the Author's Friends; 
one of which who ſtles himfelt 'O 6ja@, writ 
the following Tetraſtick. 


'Tis not the Language nor the fore-plac d Rimes. 
Of Friend's, that ſhall commend to after-times 
The Lovers Melancholy : 7ts own Worth, 
Without a borrow'd Praiſe, ſhall ſet it forth. 
The Author has Embelliſhe this Play with 
ſeveral Fancies from other Writers, which he" 
has appoſitely brought 1n; as the Story oe” the 
| | Ons 
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Contention between the Muſician and the 
Nightingale ; \deſcrib'd in Strada's Acadenucal 
Proluſions, Lib.2. Prol.6. which begins, 

am Sol e medio pronus defluxerat Orbe,&c. 

A Definition and Deſcription of Melancholy, 
copied from the Ingenious Mr. Rob. Burton's 
Anatomy of Melancholy, gc. 

Love's Sacrifice, a Tragedy, recerv'd gene. 
rally well; acted by the Queens Majeſties Ser. 
vants, at the Phenix in Drury Lane; printed 40 
Lond. 163 3. and dedicated to his trueſt Friend, 
his worthieſt Kinſman, Fob Ford of Gray's-Tux 
Eſquire. There 1s a Copy of Verſes printed 
before this Play, written by that Dramatick 
Writer Mr. James Shirley. 

Perkin Warbeck, a Chronicle Hiſtory, and a 
Strange Truth,acted(ſometimes)by the Queens 
Majeſties Servants in Drury Lane; printed 49 
Lond. 1634. and dedicated to the Rightly Ho- 
nourable William Cavendiſh Earl of Newcafth. 
"This Play as ſeveral of the former, is attended 
with Verſes written by Four of the Author's 
Friends ; one of which 1s his Kinſman above- 
mentioned. The Plot is founded on Truth, 
and may be read in moſt of the Chronicles that 
have writ of the Reign of King Henry the VII, 
See Caxton, Polidore Virgil, Hollinghhead, Speed, 
Stow, Salmonet, Du Cheſne, Martyn, Baker, 
Gaynsford's Hiſtory of Perkin Warbeck, &c. 

Sun's Darling, a Moral Mask, often preſent. 
ed by their Majeſties Servants, at the Cock-prt 
in Drury Lane, with great applauſe; printed 
4* Lond. 16577. and dedicated to the Right Ho. 
nourable 7homas Wriathefley, Earl of South. 

amplon 
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empron. "This Play was written (as I have 
faid) by our Author and Decker, but not pub- 
1iſht till after their Deceaſe. A Copy of Verſes 
written by Mr. John T ateham, is the Introdu- 
Qion to the Maſque; at the Entry whereof, 
the Reader will find an Explanation of the De- 
ſign, alluding to the Four Scafons of the Year. 
'Tis pity ſhe's a whore, a Tragedy printed 40 
TI can give no further Account of the Title- 
ge, or Dedication, mine being loſt. All that 
(Po ſay 1s, that 1t equalls any of our Author's 
Plays ; and were to be commended, did not the 
Author paint the inceſtuous Love between G7- 
ovann, and his Silter Aunabella, in too beauti- 
ful Colours. 
_ Mr.wirſtanly ſays,(f) that this Author was ve- 
ry beneficial to the Red-Zull, and Fortune Play- 
Houſes ; as may appear by the Plays which he 
wrote; tho' the Reader may ſee by the fore- 
going Account that he takes his Information 
upon truſt, or elſe the Plays he has ſeen are of 
different Editions from thoſe I have by me: 
but I rather believe the former, ſince I have 
found him ſubje& to feveral Miltakes of this 
Nature. 


Thomas FoRD.: 


An Author who liv'd in the Reign of Kin 
Charles the Firſt, who publiſht a Dramacic 
Poem, call'd 

Love's Labyrinth, or The Royal Shepherdeſs 
a Tragi-comedy, printed g0 Gone 1665. :4F is 


 (f) Lives of the Poets, p. 114. 
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Play is commended by two .Copies.of Verſes: bue 


 whetherever 1t appear'd on any Stage, I cannot 


determine; only this I know, that part of this 
Play is ſtollen from Gomer/al's Tragedy of Sfor- 
za Duke of Millaim. Mr. Philips thro' miltake 


. aſcribes this Play to the above-mention'd Mr. 


Zohn Ford. | 

This Author has writ ſeveral other Pieces, 
Virtus Redrutva, a Panegyrick on King Charles 
the Martyr: A Theatre.of Wits, being: a Col- 
leion of Apothegwas ; Feneftra in. PetFore ; 
or a Century of Familiar Letters ; Fragments 
Poetica ; or Poetical Diverſions: A Panegyrick 
on the Return of King Charles the Second. All 
theſe. Pieces, with the. fore-going. Play, are 
printed together in 89 Loyd. 166x, | 


John FouNTaiN. 


A Gentleman who flouriſh'd in Devonſhire, 
at the time of his Majeſty King Charles the Se- 
cond- his: Return ; and was the Author of a 
ſingle Play nam'd, | 

; io; of Virtue, a Comedy, printed in 49. 
Lond. 1661. This Play was not defign'd for the 
Stage by the Author ; but about eight Years af. 
ter the firſt printing, Mr. Fountarn being dead, 
it was reviv'd with Alterations, by Mr. Shad. 
well, and ated with good Applauſe, under the 
Title of-7 be Royal Shepherdeſs. 


Abraham FRAUNCE. 


An Ancient Writer who liv'd in the time of 
Queen Z#1izabeth, and was the Author _ - 


| 
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Book called, The Counteſs of Pembroke's Zu 
Charch; which Title in tormer Catalogues was 

| ſet down as the Name of a Play in 2 Parts, tho” 
1m reality, there 1s but one Dramatick Piece, 
m7 ONE | 

Amintas's Paſtoral, being the firſt part of the 
Book, printed 49 Lond. 1591. and dedicated to 
theRight Excellent and molt Honourable Lady, 
the Lady Mary, Counteſs of Pembroke. This 
Play 1s writ in Znghſh FHexameters, and 1s a 
Tranſlation from 7 af/9's Aminta; which was 
done into Latin by one Mr. Hatſon, before this 
Verſion was undertaken by our Author. He 
owns that he has ſomewhat alter'd(*)Sig*.Taf/0o's 
Ttalian, and Mr. Yaifon's Latine Amintas, to 
make them both one Zng liſh. 

Notwithſtanding Mr. Chapman in his Tranſ. 
lation of Homer, and Sir Philip Sidncy in his 
i have praQtic'd this way of Writing ; 
yet this way of Imitating the Zatin Meaſures 
of Verſe, particularly the Hexameter, is now 
laid afide,and the Verſe of Ten Syllables,which 
we ſtile Heroick Perſe, 1s moſt in uſe. If this 
Tranſlation be allow d grains for the-ttme when 
*rwas writ, 'twill be excus'd by the more mode- 

_ rateCriticks ; tho if compar'd with the Tranſ- 
Tatzon which was afterwards printed in 1628. 
or that more Modern Verſion done'by Dancer, 
at the King's Return,, 'twill appear inferior to 
Either in Value. 

The Second Part gocs under the Title of 
Phillis Funeral ; and 1t is writ in the form of 
Eclognes, being divided by the Anthor into 

Tr) Epiſt. Ded; EET. >. 
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twelve Parts, which he ſtiles Days. This Poem 
is likewiſe writ in Hexameters ; to which is 
annext in'the ſame Meaſure, 7 he Lamentation 
of Corydon for the Love of Alexis. This is a 
Tranſlation of the ſecond Delos of Virgil 
Verſe for Verſe. The Author added likewiſe 
the begining of The Ahipick Fifty of He- 
fiodorus, in the ſame Species of Merre. | 

With theſe Pieces are commonly join'd an- 
other of our Authors Writing, call'd The 
Counteſs of Pembrokes Emanuel; Containing 
the Nativity, Paſhon, Burial, and ReſurreQion 
of Chriſt ; together with certain Pſalms of 
David, all in Enghſh FHexameters ; printed in 
quarto Lopg.,1591- and gedicated to he Right 
Excellent and moſt Honoyrahle Lady, the Lady 
Mary, Counteſs of Pembrobe ; by the follow- 
ing Diltick. 

Mary the beſt Mother ſends her beſt Babe to a 


rYs 
Lord to a Ladies Sight, and Chriſt to @ Chriſtian 
Hearing. | | 

Mr.Philtips ſays (*), That he writ ſome other 
things in Zexameter, and Pentameter, and the 
ſame writes Mr. #7/tanley (*): tho”I doubt the 
former takes his Opinion upon Truft, and the 
later does not T believe know a Pentameter from 
an Aſckpiade Verſe. The truch is, there ge no 
Pentameters throughout the Volume: but ja the 
laſt AR, there 1s a Scene between Phitts and 
Amrntas (which whether it be in the Original, 
I queſtion) where this pair of Lovers ſing 
6) Modern Pars ty pig. (a) Lives of b: Poet. p 65. 
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ſome Aſclepiades, which I ſuppoſe is the Occa- 
ſion Tees iN tho'I —_ but wonder 
at Mr. #inſtanley's negligence, that when he 
copied out the begining of Hel/odorus,he ſhould 
not inform himſelf berter ; but I hope my ſmall 
pains may be ſerviceable to his next Impreſlion. 
Neither 1s his Conjecture leſs probable con- 
cerning the time of our Author's Death,which 
he ſuppoſes was about the former part of the 
Reign of Queen Elzzaberh; this can not be, 
fince our Author was alive at the publication 
of his Book, which was 1n the Year 1591. and 
in the Thirty-third Year of her Reign: tho' 
how long after he ſurviv'd I know not. 


Sr Ralph FREEMAN. 


A Gentleman who during the late Troubles 
Luſied himſelf in Poetry, and writ an excel. 
lent Tragedy call'd 7mperzale, printed in quarto 
Lond. 165y5. and dedicated to his Ancient and 
Learned Friend, John Morris Eſquire, I know 
not whether ever this 'Play was acted; but 
certainly it far better deſerv 'd to have appear'd 
on the Theatre than many of our modern Farces 
that have uſurp'd the Stage, and depos'd its 
lawfal Monarch, Tragedy. The Compoſitor 
maim'd the laſt AQ by ſetting the Sheet [T] 
falſe, ſo that 'tis pretty difficult to make out 
the five firſk Scenes : The Cataſtrophe of this 
Play as moving as molt Tragedies of this Age, 
and M&efore our Author choſe a proper Lem- 
ma for the Frontiſpiece of his Play, in. that 
Verſe of Ovid. 

Omne Genus Scripti gravitate Tragedia ow 

c 
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The Story on which this Play 1s built 1s re. 
lated by many Authors, 'as Pontanus, Budans's 
Treaſury of Ancient and Modern Times ; Beard's 
Theatre of Gods Frndpments, part 1. p. 455. and 
part 2. P.45. Wanley's Hitory of Man, Book 4. 
Chap. 11. ' Goulart Fiſtorres admirables de notre 
Zemps, tom. 1. p. 362. The Story is related at 
large in Barndelkc's 7talian Novels,lee the French 
Tranſlation by Be/eforeft, Tom. 2. p. 242. 


 Ulpian FULWEL: 

An Ancient Writer, of whom I can give no 
other Account,than that he lived in theReign of 
Q.E/:zab. and publiſht a Dramatical Piece call'd 

' Like will to Like, go the Devil to the Col. 
lier, an Interlude, wherein 1s declared what 
uniſhments follow thoſe that will rather live 
Teen , than eſteem and follow good 
Counſel : ; what Benefits they receive that 
apply themſelves to virtuous Living, and good 
xerciſes; printed inquarto Lond. 1587. This 
Interlude 1s {o contriv d that Five may eaſily 
play 1t.' "Tis printed in an old Black Letter ; 
the Prologue 1s writ in Alternate Verſe, and 
the whole Play is writ in Rime ſuch as 1t 15 : 
however 1t might have ſuited with Mr. Dryden's 
Deſign (7) to prove the Antiquity of Crambo, 
far better than the Tragedy of Gorbaduc,which 
was wWrit.1n Blank Verle: whereas this Play 1s 
tag'd with Rumes throughout, and 1s Three 
Years Older than the other, that not being 
printed ill the Year 1590. 
(y) Pref. Kivgl Ladies. 
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SY Wen 1 
George GascolGNre, £/q; 


= Gentleman I can give no further Ac- 
count of, than that he flouriſht in the be- 
ining of the Reign of Queen Elzabeth; that 
- was a Member of the Honourable Society of 
Gray's-7nn, and was the Parent of ſeveral Po- 
etical Works, amongſt which, are. Four Dra- 


matick Pieces, of which I ſhall firſt diſcourſe, 


Glaſs of Government, a Tragical Comedy, ſo 
intituled, becauſe therein are handled as well 
the Rewards for Virtues, as alſo the Puniſh- 
. ments for Vices. Seen andallowed, according 
to the Order appointed jn the Queens Maje- 
{ties Injun@ions ; printed 1n quarto Lond. 1575. 
At the begining of this Play I find the follow- 
ing Hexaftick. | 

In Comeediam Gaſcorgni, Carmen B.C. 


Hac nova, nor vetus eſt, Augli Conmedia Fatis, 


Chriſtus adeft, Santos nit nift ſanta decent. 
Gr acia vanilaquos genuit, turpeſqg; Poetas, 
Vix qui ſyncere ſcribergt unus erat. 
' {dvereor noftro ne poffut diciey evo, | 
Hana precor valeant, vera precer placeant. 
This Play 1s printed in a Black Letter asare 
all his Works: tis writ in proſe with a Chorus 
between each A@, which wath the Prologue, 
are all in Verſe. 
| Focaſta, a Tragedy written in Greek by Z#- 
ripides, tranſlated and digeſted into Acts by ; 
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Author, and Mr. Francis Kinwelmerſhe of Gray's 
nn, and there preſented; and printed in quarto 
Lond. 1556. Each A& of this Play 1s intro- 
duc'd by a Dumb ſhew, (which 1n thoſe times 
was the mode in Tragedtes) and concluded by 
a Choras. The Firſt, Fourth, and laſt Afts were 
tranſlated by Mr. A7mwelmerſhe, the Second 
and Thitd by our Author: and the Epilogue 
was writ by Mr. Chriftopher Tehverton, in Alter- 
nate Rime. 

This 1s the only Play of that ancient Trage- 
dian, that to my Knowledge 1s tranſlated into 
Engliſh : tho' our Language, and the Know- 
ledge of this Age, be far more proper for Tran\- 
lations, vow, than in that time our Author 
Houriſhe. That I may not be wanting in my 
Reſpe& to thoſe Worthy Ancients, which by 
any of my Country-men are Naturaliz'd;I ſhall 
give ſome Account of them and their Writings 
as opportunity ſhall offer it ſelf; and therefore I 
crave leave to lay hold of zhzs, to ſpeak a word 
or Two of Zurzpides. | 

This Poet was ſti1'd the Tragick Philoſopher, 
and was born at Phyla a Town in Attica, in 
the 75 Olympiade, and in the 274 Year after 
the Building of Rome. Prodins taught him 
Rhetorick, after which he made a Voyage to 

7, with Plato, to vilit the Learned Men 
there, and to improve himſelf by their Con- 
verſation. He was alfo a Friend of Socrates, 
and ſome have believed that this Philoſopher 
aſſiſted him in the Compoſition of his Trage- 
dies. He went from Athens diſlatisfied with 
the People, for preferring the Comick Writers 
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before him ; and xretir'd to the Court of 4che- 
laus King of Macedonia about the year of Rome 
338. Thais Prince, confer'd many Fayours on 
him, and had a great,value for: ham, It ha 
pen'd at that time, that a certajn perſon nam d 
Decamnion,having raillied him about his Breath 
(which was not over agrceable) Archelans ſent 
him to Euripides, to be puniſht at his pleaſure, 
This ſo exaſperated Decamnion both againſt 
the King and the Poet, that for the ſake of Re- 
venge he join'd with other Confpirators in the 
Aſſaſſination of the Former, and ſer Dogs upon 
the later, which ſoon devour'd the Object of his 
Hatred. Some ſay, that this Misfortune pro- 
ceeded from the Brutality of thoſe irrational 
Creatures, by accident, and not deſign. Others 
again relate, that he recezv'd his Death, from 
ſome inhumane Women, againſt whom he had 
ſomewhar too bitterly inveigh'd. I remember 
a youre Stary in Ford's Apothegms ; that S0- 
phecles being once ask'd the Reaſon why 1n his 
T ragedies he always repreſented Women Good, 
and Zuripides Wehed; anſ{wer'd, That Eu- 
ripides deſcrib'd them as they were, he, as they 
ought ty be. But Digrellion apart; the time of 
his Death no more « the manner of it 18 a- 
greed upon. Some ſay, he Dy'd about the 65 
year of his Age, in the 93 Olympiade, and 1n 
the Year of Rome 348. being 4.06 years before 
the Incarnation of our Sayzour. Others ſay, 
that he Dy'd not, till the Year of Rome 351. 
The Ancients mention Ninety odd Tragedies 
writ by h1m, of whach at prefent we enjoy but 
Nineteen, | 
| Sup. 
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Suppoſes, a Comed liſht from the Ttalian 
of pcs a pov", a Ferareſe, and Fa- 
vourite of Alphonſus the Firlt Duke of Ferrara, 
and of the Cardinal Fippolizo d' Efte, his Bro- 
ther. HeDy'd the 13 of aj, in the Year 1533. 
I purpoſely decline to give a larger Account of 
his Lafe, becauſe 1t would ſwell my Book. too 
much, and the Engliſh Reader may ſatisfy his 
Curioſity by perufing his Lite at the End of 
Sr. Fohu Harrington's Tranſlation of Orlando 
Furioſo. Thoſe Vers'd in //ahan, may read his 
Life writ by Giero/amo Poro of Padoua, Giero- 
lamo Guarafola of Ferrara, Simon Fornari of 
Rhegg1o, &C. 

This Play was preſented at Gray's-/nn, and 
printed 1n quarto Zond. 1566. The Prologue 
as well as the Play is writ in proſe. Thas Pro- 
logue I ſuppoſe gave the Grounds for that writ 
by Mr. Duffet to the Play call'd Trappolin ſup- 


pos'd a Price, as that did to the Epilogue of 


T he Duke and No Duke. 

Pleaſure at Kenehworth Caſtle, a Maſque, (as 
Mr. A;rkman informs us 1n his Catalogue)which 
I never ſaw. 

Our Author has written ſeveral Poems of a 
Different Species which he calls Zefbs, and 
which with bis Plays make a conſiderable Vol- 
lume, and are printed together in quarto Lond. 


I587. 


Henry GLAPTHORN. 

An Author that liv'd in the Reign of King 
Charles the Firſt, who publiſht ſeveral Plays 
which I preſume in thole days paſt with _ 
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Approbation at the G/obe and Cock-pit Play- 
houſes; tho' I cannot agree with Mr. #mftan- 
ley (*), That he was One of the chiefeſt Drama- 
zick Poets of this Age. He writ Five Plays,vis. 

Albertus Wallenſtemm, Duke of Fridland, and 
General tothe Emperor Ferdinand the Second, 
his Tragedy, acted with pu Allowance at the 
Globe on the Bank-fide, by His Majeſties Ser- 
vants, printed in quarto Loyd. 1640. and dedi- 
cated to the Great Example of Vireue, and true 
Mecanas's of Liberal Arts, Mr. F/itiam Marrey 
of His Majeſties Bed-chamber. For the Plot 
ſee the Hiſtorians who have wtit on the laſt 
German Wars, in the Reign of Ferdrnand the 
Second. See beſides A. Sara/ins Haſftein's Con- 
ſprracy tranſlated into Enghſh, 8* Lond. 1678. 
Spondant's's Continuation of Baronits. Fierzen 
L Hift. de Liege, &c. 

Argalus and Parthenia, a Ee ated 
at the Court before their Majeſties : and at the 
Private-houſe in Drury-lane by their Majeſties 
Servants; printed in-quarto Lond. 1649; The 
Plot of this Play 18 founded on Sr. Philip Sid. 
ney's Arcadia, a Romance, in the Story of Ar- 
| cor and Parthenia, fee pag.16. &c. Mr.Quarles 

as writ a pretty Poem on the ſame Founda- 
tion. 

fheHanaer, a Comedy written in the Year 
163s. and then acted at the Cock-prt in Oy 
lane by their Majcſties Servants, with good Al- 
lowance: and at the Court before Both their 
Majeſties, printed in quarto Lond. 1640. and 
dedicated to the great Hope of growing Noble- 

6z) Engliſh Potts, prg-115. : 
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neſs, his Honourable Friend Sir Thomas Fiſher. 

Lady's Privitedge, a Comedy, ated with good 
Allowance, at the Cock;pit in Drury Lane, and 
before Their Majeſties at Whzte-hall twice; 
printed 4® Lond. 1640. and dedicated to the 
true Example of Heroick Virtue, and Favourer 
of Arts, Sir Frederick Cornwallis. 

Wit im a Conſtable, a Comedy, writ in the 
Year 1639. and then acted at the Cork-pre in 
Drary Lane, by Their Majeſties Servants with 
good Allowance, printed 49. Lond. 1640. and 
dedicated to the Right Honourable has fingular 
good Lord, 7homas Lord Wentworth. 

Beſides theſe Plays, he has a Book of Poems 
extant, 1n which are ſeveral Copies, direfted 
to his Miſtreſs, under the Name of Zucinda ; 
printed 4% Zond. 1639. 


Thomas Gore. 


| A Gentleman that flouriſht 1n the Reign of 
King Zames the Firſt: He was born in &/jex 
towards the latter end of Queen Z/zabeth's 
Reign, about the Year 1592. In his Youth 
he was ſent to Heftmin/ter-School, and at the 
e of Eighteen he was brought in Student of 
#t-Church Colledge in Oxford. Being an In- 
duſtrious Scholar, he arrived to be a good Poet, 
a skilful Oratour, and an Excellent Preacher. 
In the Year 1623. he proceeded Batchelour of 
Divinity, and was preferr'd to a Living in Sur- 
EL calld Eaſt-Claydon: there he got him a 
ife, which prov'd as great a plague to him, 
as a Shrew could be ; and became a true Xaw- 
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234 An Account of the 
tippe to our Eccleſiaſtical Socrates : infomuch 
that ſhe gave him daily opportunities of exer- 
cifing his Patience; and tis behev'd by ſome, 
that this Domeſtick-ſcourge ſhortned his days. 
He was buried at his own Pariſh-Church at 
Clandon, the 27. of Tuly 1627. 

He writ ſeveral Pieces on ſeveral Subjects, 
amongſt which are reckon'd five Plays, v2. 

Careleſs Shepherdeſs, a Tragi-comed , ated 
before the King and Queen, at Sa/r5bury-Court 
with great applauſe; printed 4*Lond.1656.with 
an Alphabetical Colas of all ſuch Plays that 
EVEr Were till that time publiſhed. This Cata- 
logue 1s very full of Errors throughout. 

Courazious Turk, or Amurath the Firſt, a 
Tragedy, atted by the Students of Chri/t-Charch 
in Oxford; printcd 89 Lend. 1656. and dedica- 
ted to the No leſs Honoured than Deſerving 
Sir Walter T ichborn, by Mr. Rich. Meighen, who 
publiſh'd it after the Authors Deceaſe. There 
1s a Copy of Verſes prefix'd to the Play, writ T 
ſuppoſe by the ſame Perſon, and direfted to the 
Author; *In that, Tranſcribing his Book with- 
* out his Knowledge, he was bound by pn 
©to ſtand to his pleaſure to keep it, or burn 1t. 
For the Plot,conſult the Writers of the 7: _ 
Hiſtory in the Reign of Amurath, as Leuncia- 
cus, Chalcocondylas, Knoles, oyc. 

Oreſtes his Tragedy, a&ed by the Students of 
Chriſts Church in Oxford; printed 89 Lond.16y6. 
How far our Author has follow'd Sophocles 1n 
his Ele&ra, or Euripides 1n Oreſtes, 1 thall leave 
to the ſearch of the Learned Reader; only I 
cannot but obſerve, that when I firit read it, I 
thought 
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thought by the length it might vye with that 

Epick Poem of Oreſftes, which Juvenal com: 

plains of, (*) as being, 

- Summa plena jam margine libri 
Scriptus, ym tergo nec dum finitus, Oreſtes. 
Raging Turk, or Bajazet the Second, a Tra- 

gedy, acted by the Students of Chr:/t-Charch 

in Oxford; printed 82 Lond. 1656. 't his Play 
was writ (with the two foregoing Tragedies) 
when the Author was Maſter of ; Ju and Stu- 
dent of Chri/t-Church ; but not printed ull atter 
his deceaſe ; and then dedichted by Mr. Richard 

Mezghen the Pubi:ſher, To the No leſs Tngeni- 

ous than Zealous Favourer of Ingenuity, Sir 

Richard T ichborn, Brother to the above-nam'd 

Sir Falter. For the Plot, conſult Chalcocondy- 

las, Artus, Knoltes, &c. Theſe three laſt Plays 

are all printed together 1n 82 Lond. 16FG. 
Selimus Emperour of the Turks his Tragedy, 
printed 49 Lond. 1638. I queſtion whether ever 
this Play were acted, becauſe it is not divided 
into Acts. The Author calls this the Firſt 

Part ; and 1n his Conclaſton, as he ſtiles it, or 

Epilogue, he promiſes a Second Part, ſaying, 
tf this Firſt Part, Gentles, do like you well ; 

7 he Second Part ſhall greater Murthers tet. ' 


But whether it was ever publiſht, I am igno- 
Tant : tho'I am apt to believe not, ſince 'tis not 
mention'd in any Catalogue. The Plot is found- 
ed on the Turk;ſp Hiſtory ; ſee the Writers of 
the Reign of Se/rmus the Firlt, as Paulus Fouins, 
Mezeray, Knolles, oc. | 

(6) Sayre 1, 
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236 An Actount of the 
- Mr, Philips, and Mr. HWinſtanikey, have fa- 
ther'd a Comedy on this Author, call'd Cupid's 
Whirtigig ; tho' Democritus and Fleraclins were 
not more different in their Temper, than his 
Genius was oppolite to Comedy. Beſides, the 
true Father was one Mr. Z.S. who (as he ſays) 
©(*) being long FT with Deſire to bring 
© forth ſomething,and being afterwards brought 
©a Bed, had chole his Friend Mr. Robert? Flay- 
© an to be God-father, not doubting but his 
©Child would be well maintain'd, gt he 
£could not live above an hour with him, and 
< therefore, he entreated him when he was 
«dead, that he might be buried deep enough in 
< his good Opinion, and that he might deterve 
crhis Epitaph ; 


Here lyes the Child that was born in Mirth, 
Againſt the flrif? Rules of Child-birth : 

Hind to be quit I gave him to my Friend, 

Who laught him to death,and that was his End. 


Yours, while he 1s his own. 


I hope the Reader will forgive me this Di- 
greffion, which I was forc'd to in Vindication 
of my Author, who was fo far from this Ridi- 
culons Stile, and affe&ed Mirth, that nothing 
but Manly and Serious eſcap'd his Pen : and in 
His tacter Time, he forſook the Stage, for the 
Pulpit, and inſtead of Plays, em loy'd himſelf 
in writing Sermons; ſome of which have ap- 
pear'd in Print in. the Year 1627. To theſe I 
may add his Zatim Funeral Oration, 1n the D1. 

(b) Epiſt. Dcd. 
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Dr ematich P 0685 
vinity-School, at the Obſequies of Sr, Henry 
Savil, printed 4® Oxon, 162.2. Another jn Chrijft- 
Church Cathedral,at the Funeral of Nr. Goodwwen, 
Cannon of that Church, printed Loyd. 1627. 


Robert GoMERsar.. | 


A Gentleman that lived in the Reign of 
King Charles the Firlt, and was the Eldelt Son 
of an Eſquire. He was born at Londos, and was 
ſeat by his Father to the Univerfity of Oxay. 
1616. being then 14 Years of Age. He was en- 
ter'd at Chriſt-Charch, aud 1n 2 little time was 
choſe Student of that Royal-Foundation. Here 
he took his Batchelors and Maſters Degrecs, 
and in the Year 1627. he went out Batchelor 
of Divinity. I know not what Preferment hg 
got, tho' I believe he was Miniſter of a ag 
call'd Fhwer, in Northamptonſhire ; but this is 
only Conjetture, from ſome of his Poems,dated 
from thence. However I am afſſur'd he died in 
the Year 2646. 

He is accounted by ſome no mean Preacher, 
or Poet: but this I leave to the Judgment of 
thoſe who will porta the Works which he has 
publiſht, and tho' Drvmmiy ought.to claim the 

reference, yet Poetry being my 1vymediate 

ubje&, I crave the Readers pardon that I give 
Acconnt of his Poetry 1n the firſt place, and be- 
gin with his Play call d Fo, 

Ledvuck Sfarza,Duke of Hillamybis Tragedy, 
printed 8 Lond. 1632. avd dedicated to bis 
moſt Worthy Fricnd,Mr. Francis Fide,Studenc 
of Chriſt-Chaurch, and Jugior Proctor of the Bs 
verſity 
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verſity in the Year 1627. Icannot fatisfy the 
Readers whether ever this Play appear'd on any 
Stage: but I can inform him, that the Foun- 
dation of it may be read in Cuicciardine hb. 
I, 2, Cc. Fo de Commmes, cMezeray in the 
Reign of Char/cs the VIII. of France. 

Beſides this Play he has writ ſeveral other 
Poems, which are printed with 1t, as particu- 
larly The Levites Revenge containing Poetical 
Meditations upon the 19, and 20. Chapters of 
Judges; and 1s dedicated to his Worthily Re- 
ſpetted Friend, Barten Hohday, Arch-Deacon 
of Oxford. This Poem is highly Commended, 
by a Copy of Verſes, written by a Gentleman of 
the cMHradle-Temple : but I ſhall leave this and 
his other Poems, to the Readers peruſal. and 
Judgment. 

He =_ ſeveral _—_— in print, on the I. 
Pet. Chap. 2. Verſe 13, 14, 1s, 16. printed 49. 
Lond. 165 3. : We 3M | L 
Francis GoULDSMITH, E/q; 


I am! able to recover no other Memoires of 
this Gentleman, than that he liv'd in the Rei 

of King Charles the Martyr; and oblig'd the 
| World with the Tranſlation of a Play out of 
Latin, call'd 

Sophompaneas, or 'The Hiſtory of Foſeph,with 
Annotations, a Tragedy,printed 49 Lond.164.0. 
and dedicated to the Right Honourable Henry 
Lord «Marqueſs of Docheſter. This Dramma 
was writ by the Admirable FZugo Grotins, 
publiſht by him at Amfferdam 1635. and de- 
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dicated to Gerardus Yoſfms, Profeſſor of Hi- 
ſtory and Civil Arts,in the moſt flouriſhing City 
of Amſterdam. He {tiles 1t a Tragedy, notwith- 
ſtanding 1t ends ſucceſsfully ; and quotes for 
his Authority, /A/chylus's Danaides, Euripi- 
des his Akeſtes, Ton, Helena, [phigenia among 
the Taurt, and even /offus his own Art of 
Poetry: whether [this Opinion be to be con- 
troverted or no, I leaye to the Criticks. Some 
ople-make it a Queſtion, whether it be law- 
ul-to make a Dramatick Poem of a Sacred Ar- 
gument : and 1 have heard ſome People of ten- 
der Conſciences, ſpeak againſt this Play, and 
Chrift's Paſſion, writ by the ſame Author. But 
I think the following Opinion of the Great 
Poffius, (*) printed before this Play, may 1a- 
usfy them in this point. ©I am of Opimon 
* (fays he) 'tis better to chuſe another Argu- 
* ment, than Sacred. For it agrees: not with 
©the Majeſty of Sacred things tv. be made a 
Play and a Fable. Ir is alſo a Work of ve- 
© ry dangerous Conſequence,, to mingle Hu- 
© mane Inventions with things ſacred; becauſe 
© the Poet adds uncertainties of his own, ſome- 
© times falfities ; which 1s not only toplay with 
©holy things, bur alfo to 1ngraft in Mens Minds 
* uncertain Opinions, and now and then falſe. 
© Theſe things have place eſpecially, when we 
* bring 1n God, or Chri/? ſpeaking, or treati 
*of the Myſteries of Religion. I will allo 
* more where the Hiſtory 1s taken. out of the 
© Sacred Scriptures, bur yet in the Nature of 
the Argument 1s Civil. As if the Action be of 


(c) In Add:nd. L, 2, laftic, Porcice 


© David, 
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© David flying from his Son Ab/alon ; or of Jo- 
«/eph ſold by his Brethren, advanced by P4a- 
©raoh to the Government of Zgypr, and 1n that 
© Dignity adored by, and made known unto his 
© Brethren. Of which Argument is Sophompa- 
© eas, made by the moſt Tiluſtrious and Incom- 
©parable Man Hugo Grotius, Embaſlador when 
C h liv'd,of the moſt Gracious Queen and King- 
© dom of Sweden, to the moſt Chriſtian King of 
© France. Which Tragedy, I ſuppoſe, may be 
(ſet for a Pattern to him that would handle an 
© Argument from the Holy Scriptures. 

I ſhall ſay nothing of the Lite of Zugo Cro- 
zZins; only that he was an Honour to De/ph, 
where he was born 1n the Year 1583. and wall 
be famous to Poſterity, in regard of thoſe many 
Excellent Pieces that he has publiſhed. In ſome 
of his Writings he had defended Arminiani/m, 
for which he ſuffer'd Impriſonment in theCaſtle 
of Lowverftein, in the Year 1618.(at which time 
his Afociate PBarneve/? loſt his Head on the 
fame Account ): afterwards he eſcaped out of 
Priſon, by means of «Maria Reigersberg his 
Wife, and fled into Flanders; and thence into 
France, where he was kindly recetv'd by Lewis 
the XIII. He dicd at #9ffoch in Meclebonrg, 
Sepr. the firft 1645. His Life is writ at lar 
by «Melchior Adams, 1n Latin ; and in Enchh 

. B. and printed 89 Lond. 1652. 
Ito our Author,and hisTranflation,(which 
is WHeroick Verſe ) I find it extreamly com- 
mended'by the Verſes of tour of his Friends : 
and I doubt not but the candid Reader will af- 


ſent to their Judgments. For the Plot, the _ 
thor 
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thor has acquainted the Reader ( before the 
Play) * Thar the Hiſtory 1s recorded by Moſes 
<1n Gene/ts, 44and 45 Chapters, with the Con- 
<rexts there adjoyning,; Pſal. 105. As 7. By 
«Philo, 1n the Lite of Zoſephus : By Joſephus,in 

«the 29. Book of the Jewiſh Antiquities; and 
partly by FJuſtm, out of 7rogus Pompeinus, the 
© 36. Book. Ir 1s extant alſo in 4fapanus, out 
of Alexander Polyhiſtor, and in Demetrius : 
© the places (ou may lee 1n Zuſebins his Prepa- 


ration to the Goſpel. 


"Alexander GRErN. 


A Gentleman that liv'd in the Reign of King 
Charles the Second; who preſently after the 
Reſtauration publiſhed a Play, call'd The Polr- 
tician cheated, a Comedy, printed 4® Lond.1663. 
I know not whether ever this Play appear'd on 
the Stage, or no; nor can I recover any thing 
elſe of this Author's Writing. 


Robert GREEN, 


This Author lived in the Reign of Queen 
Elizabeth, and was a Maſter of Arts of Cam- 
bridge : As to any further Account of him, 1 
[ can meet with none, except what Lam forc'd 
to borrow from Mr. #1nftan/ey. But the truth 
is IT dare not truſt too much to him, know 
how ſubje& he is to take things upon R 
as I find, particularly in the Innume 
he makes of this Author's Plays: HowPvex. 
for once I will venture to tranſcribe the fo ow-*+ 
ing paſſage upon his Authority; who tells us, 

Q. That 
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242 An Account of” the 
That the Perſon we here treat of was mar- 
ried to a Deſerving Gentlewoman, whom he 
ungratefully forſook , living above himſelf; 
and therefore was forc'd to make his Pen a 


flave to his Purſe, to ſupply his Extravagan- 


Cies : notwithitanding which he was reduc'd 
to extreme poyerty towards the latter end of 
his Lite ; which through God's Mercy, led him 
to a light of his former Follies, and to a Re- 

ntance of his evil Courſe of Life : eſpecially 
þis Unkindneſs and mo to his Virtuous 
Partner : which occafion'd a Letter, (publiſhed 
by Mr. /inſtanky ) which was directed to her 
by our Penztent, and found after his Death : 
which Epiſtle in my Opinton very much re- 
ſembles the Stile of Dr. Reyno/d's 1n his God's 
Revenge agamſt Murther. As to that Diftich 


ſaid by Mr. 7nftanley to be writ on our Au- 


thor, T have ſhew'd his miſtake in the Account, 

This Author has writ ſeveral Pieces, but e- 
ſpecially one Play.(the occafion of his mention 
in this placc) whole Title 1s, 

The Honourable Hiſtory of Fryar Bacon, and 
Fryar Bungy ; play'd by the Prince Palatrme's 
Servants, and printed Lond. --— I know not 
whence the Author borrow'd his Plot; but this 
Famous Fryar Minor, liv'd in the Reign of 
King Henry the Third, and died 1n the Reign 
dward the Firſt, in the Year 1284. Con- 
ale, S:ript. [lluſtr. Majoris Britanng Ca- 
F; s Pitſeus. Relationes Fiſtorice. Wood. 
Amtig. Oxon. Dr. lot Hiſt. Oxtord, oc. 

Mr. Pki/ips, (*) and Mr. Win/tanley (*) ſay, 
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Dr amitich Potts; 247 
That he was an Afociate with Dr. Zodpe in 
writing ſeveral Comedies; namely, The pm 
of Nature; Lady Alimony, Liberality and Pro. 
At ality ; and a Maſque called Zumenalia. * Be. 
ſides which he wrote alone, the Comedies of 
Fiyar Bacon, and Fair Emme. Burt in this 
Ajlertion they are extreamly out; for he joyn'd 
with Dr. Lodze but in one Play,call'd A Looking- 
glaſs for London ; of which hereafter : and as 
to the others(moſt of which I have by me) they: 
are all Anonymous Plays. 
As to his other Pieces, I have never ſeen but 
two ; v12.9u7p for an Upſtart Courticrs, and Dora: 
ſtus and Fawma; tho' Mr.Win/tanley reckons up 
ſeveral others, as Zuphues his Cenſure to Philau- 
tus; Tullies Love; Philomela, The Lady Fitz- 
waters Nightingale, Green's never too late, firſt 
and ſecond part; Green's Arcadia ; Green's Fares 
well to Folly ; Green's Groats-worth of Wit,ghc. 


_ 


H. 
William HaprinGToN, E/q; 


Gentleman that liy'd inthe Time of the 

late Civil Wars; and flighting Ze/lona, 
gave himſelf up entirely to the Muſes. He was 
equally famous for Hiſtory,and Poetry,of which 
his Edward the Fourth, and Caſtara, are ſufft- 
cient Teſtimonies. Mr. A7rkman (who was very 
knowing 1n Plays, ) has aſcribed a Dramanick 
Piece to him, which gives us occaſion to ſpeak 
of him; 'ris call'd, | 


Q 2 Queen 
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244 An Account of the 

een of Arragon, a Tragi-comedy, ated at 
Fa 4 Yo, the Cs: and printed fol. 
Lond. 1640. Tho' the Author's Name be not 
prefix'd to the Title-page, yet I have that confi- 
dence in Mr. Arkman's _—_— as to believe 
this Play to be writ by him. 

His other Poems are all printed together 80. 
and go under the Title e Caftara: they are 
divided into three parts, under a different Title 
ſuitable to their Subje&. The firlt, which was 
writ when he was a Suitor to his Wife, 1s 
uſher'd in, by a Character writ in Proſe, of a 
Miſtreſs: The ſecond, being _ writ to her 
after Marriage,by a CharaQer of a Wife: After 
which is a CharaQter of a Friend, before ſeve. 
Tal Funeral Elegies. The third part conſiſts 
of Divine Poems, ſome of which are Para- 

hraſzs on ſeveral Texts out of Fob and the 
k of P/alms : before which is the Portrai& 
of a Holy Man. I know not when thoſe Poems 
were fir{t printed, bur the laſt Edition which 
I have by me augmented and correfted, was 
printed 89. Zond. 164c. and his Poetry is com- 
mended by his Friend and Kinſman, Mr. Johr 
Talbot. 

I know nothing that he has writ in Proſe, 
except his Chronicle of K.Zdward the Fourth, 
printed fol. Zend.1640. Of what eſteem it is in 
the World, is well known to Hiſtorians. 


'Peter HAavsTEaD. 


A Gentleman that was born at Owundle, a Mar- 
ket Town 1n Northamptonſhire, and flouriſhe 
pho! 
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in the Reign of King Charles the Firſt of Bleſſed 
Memory. He was after ſome Years ſent to the 
Univerlity of Cambridge : where in Queens Col. 
ledge he took the Degree of Maſter of Arts. He 
challenges a Place in our Catalogue, on Account 
of his Play, call'd 

Rrual Friends, a Comedy, afted before the 
Kang and Queens Majeſties, when ovt of their 
Princely Favour they were pleas'd to viſit the 
Univerſity of Cambridge, upon the nineteenth 
day of March 1631. Cry'd down by Boys, Fa- 
&on, Envy, and confident Ignorance, approv'd 
by the Judicious, and Expos'd to the publick 
Cenſure by the Author; printed 4® Lond. 1632. 
and dedicated by a Copy of Verſes to the Right 
Honble, Right Reverend, Right Worſhiptul, or - 
whatſoever he be,ſhall be,or whom he hereafter 
may call Patron. The Play 15 commended by a 
Copy of Latin Verſes, and Two writ in Eng/ſh. 
The Prologue 15 a Dialogue betwixt Yenus, 7 be- 
71s, and Phebus,ſung by two Trebles,and a Baſe. 
Fenrus (being Phoſphorus as well as Yeſper) ap- 
pearing at a window above, as riſev, calling to 
Sol, who lay in Thetis Lap, at the Eaſt-ſide of 
the Stage,canopy'd with an Azure Curtain. Our 
Author ſeems to me to be much of the Humor of 
BenFohnſon, (whoſe greateſt weakneſs was thar 
he could not bear Cenſure ;) and has ſo great a 
Value ag wb yew 7 ne his Scene betwen 
Love-all, Munegrel, and Hammerſhin, A& 3. Sc. 
7. 1s copy'd from that (in Johnſon's Play called 
T he Silent Woman, ) between Truc-wit, Daw, 
and Za-fool, AR 4. Sc. x. 

I know not whether our Author were in Or- 
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ders when he writ this Play ; but I know there 


_ are Eleven Sermons 1n print, under his Name, 


publiſhed 4® Loud. 1646. 


Richafd Heap. 


This Author 1iv'd in the Reigns of King 
Charles the Firſt and Second. He was born in 
treland, of Engliſh Parents, being the Son of a 
Clergy-man, who was murther'd 11 the deplo- 
rable Maffacre of J/re/and; in the beginning of 
the Rebellion, which broke out there on the 
24 day of Ofober 1641. He was educated for 
ſome 1ſmall-time in the Umniverlity of Oxford ; 
and afterwards exchang'd his Study, for a Zook- 
ſellers Shop. 1 remember him a Bookſeller, and 
Partner with A7r#man, ( 1f I millake not) 18 
the Alley that fronts the North-gate:of Paws, 
call'd Cannon-Allgy. He was a Man extreamly 
giyen to pleaſure, and yet of excellent Natural 
Parts, had they been improv'd by Virtue, or 
fix'd by Solidity. He writ a\Play call 'd 
 Hic oy ubique, or The Humours,of Dublin, a 
Comedy. acted privately with good Applaulez 

rinted in quarto Zong, 1663. and dedicated 
to the Illuſtrions Charies, Duke of Monmouth 
and Or4ney. $4 

He has writ ſeveral other Pieces, of different 
Subjefts rho' all of them trivialy and which be; 
tray d his Converſation ; as 7 he jir/t part of the 
Engliſl; Rogue; Venus Cabinet unlack'd; The Art 
of JPheedling: The Floating 1/land, ox A Yoyage 


from Lambethania ta Ram-allia ; A Diſcovery 


pf © Braful , Jackſon's Recantation; T he Red-ſea ; 


and 
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and ſome Pieces againſt Dr. Yd; all which TI 
have borrow'd from Mr. #inſtanley, and ſhall 
be ready to return h1m Intereſt for it, 1n the 
Next Edition of his Book, it he pleaſcs to com- 
mand me. 

Our Author ( according to Mr. #1n/tanley ) 
was caſt away at Sea, 1n his paſſage to the Ile 
of Wight. 


Willtam HEMMINGs. 


A Gentleman that liv'd in the Reign of King 
Charles the Firſt, and was Maſter of Arts 
of the Univerſity of Oxford: tho' I cannot 
inform my ſelf of what Colledge. He writ 
two Tragedies, which 1n his time were in 
ſome eſteem; and one of them has appear'd on 
the Stage, ſince the Reſtitution of his late Ma- 
youy god the Muſes, with Approbation. It 1s 
Ca 

Fatal Contra, a Tragedy ated with good 
Applauſe, by Her Majeſties - Servants; and 

rinted quareo lond.1653. This Play was pub- 
liſhed after the Author's Death, having pals'd 
thro' many Hands, as a Curiofity of Wit and 
Language ; (*) and was dedicated to the Right 
Honourable James Compton Farl of Northam- 
pton,, and to /ſabe/la his VYirtuous Counteſs. 
It was reviv'd not many Years fince under the 
Title of Love and Revenge, with ſome Altera- 
tions: the Old Play being ont of print, it was 
about three Years ago reprinted as a New Play, 
under the Title of 7 he Zunuch. For the Plot 
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*tis founded on. the French Chronicle, 1n the 
Reigns of Chiſperic the Firſt, and Clatarre the 
Second : Conſult Gregorre de 7 ours,Lib.4,x. = 
Aimoin, Freaegaire, Sigebert, Fortunat, Yalois, 
De Serres, Meczeray, fc. x 

Jews Tragedy, or their fatal and final Over- 
throw by /eſpa/tan, and 7 itus his Son, agree- 
able ro the Authentick and Famous _— of 
Toſephus ; printed 49. Lond. 1662. This Play 
was not publiſhed ull ſome Years after the Au- 
thor's Death. For the Hiſtory conſult Foſephus 
Lab. 6, 7. 4 | 


Jaſper Heywood. 


This Author was Son to Fohn Heywood, the 
Famous Epigramatilt, ( of which by and by ) 
and was bod in his younger Years at Merion 
Colledge, and afterwards was a Member of A/t- 
Souls Colledge in Oxford. In ſome few Years, 
he changed the Univerſity for $.Omers; where 
he became a fierce Bigotted Jeſuzte, and was 
the firſt Zeſurte that ſer foot in England, Dr. 
Fuller 13,8, (*) He was executed in the Reign 
of Queen E#/z2abeth: but Sir Richard Baker 
tells us, (s) © That he was one of the Chief of 
© thoſe ſeventy Prieſts that were taken in the 
©Year 1585. and when ſome of them were con- 
*demn'd, and the reſt in danger of the Law, 
©that Gracious Queen —9a3 them all to be 
* Shipd away, and ſent out of Zngland, | 

During his Reſidence 1n the Univerſity, he 
imploy'd part of his time, in tranſlating three 
(1) Worthies London, yoa2e (g ) Qs ElR. p. 364 c 
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of Seneca's Tragedies, of which we ſhall give 
an Account: But firſt with the Readers per- 
miſſion, fince an hanſome Opportunity offers 1 
ſelf, we will preſent you hs | 

of the Liſe of this our Poerical-Storck. 

Lucins Anneus Seneca was born at Cordoua, 
in Span, a little before the Death of Auguſtus 
C:c/ar. He bore his Father's Name, which Con- 
formity has miſ-ked ſome Authors,cauſing them 
to aſcribe to the Son, the Declamations colle- 
Red by the Father. He gave himſelf to the 
Study of Phzloſophy and Rhetorick; and in the 
beginning of Calzgula's Reign, he fignaliz'd 
himſelt by a Cauſe which he pleaded in the Se- 
nate, under-the protethon of Cueus Domitus. 
But finding that Emperor, aiming at the Uni- 
verſal Monarchy of Eloquence, he pleaded no 
more in publick, for fear of giving Ombrage 
to this Ambitious Prince. He was baniſht for 
two Years into the Ile of Corſe, upon ſuſ{pition 
of too much Familiarity with the ReliQt of his 
Patron Dom1t:us. 7p1ma being married to 
Claudius, ſhe repeal'd his Baniſhment, and gave 
| him the Honourable Station of Tutor to her 
Son Nero, who ſhe defign'd for the Empire. 
He acquitted himſelf of this Employ with unt- 
verſal Applauſe ; and the firſt five Years of Ne- 
ro's Reign, ſufficiently reſtify'd the Diligence 
and Prudence of the Tutor, and the pregnant 
Temper of the Royal Pupil : who ſo well put 
in practice the Inſtructions that were given 
him, that the beginning of his Reign might 
ſerve as a Model to the beſt of Princes: But 
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ſters of his Temper, they ſoon deſtroy'd that 
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Noble Foundation of Virtue, that Seneca had 
taken fo much pains to erect; and he gave him- 
felf up to thoſe abominable Crimes, that ren- 
der'd him the ſhame of Mankind. Sereca's Virtue 
was a continual Check to his Vices; this ren- 
der'd his Company at fir{t difagreeable to him, 
afterwards intolerable. This occaſton'd him 
to hire Cleonce, Seneca's Freed-man, to poylon 
him; which either throngh the Repentance of 
the Domeſtick or the Diltruſt of Seneca, was 

revented. Aero ſome time after,hearing that 
| mr privy to Pz/o's Conſpiracy, and be- 


ing 1mpatient, of his Death, laid hold of that 


Opportunity to deſtroy him. All the Return 
thas ungratetul Pupil made him for the Care 
of his Education, was to allow him the.choice 
of his Death ; which he accepted from the Ty- 
rant, and cauſing his Veins to be open'd, he 
died 1n the twelfth Year of Neros Reign, 
A.D. 6s. | 

I could willingly enlarge upon his Life, but 
fince my Subject confines me to ſpeak ob1ter on- 
ly of forreign Poets, T hope the Reader will ex- 
cuſe me,and ſeek in 7 acttus,Suetonins,and other 
Roman Hiſtorians for the further SatisfaCtion : 
er in Zaftus Lipſius, 'who has Pen'd his Life 
more at large; whilſt I return to my Tranſla- 
tor, and thoſe three Plays made EZnglrfh by him, 
— are Hercules Furens, Troas, and Thy- 

es. 

Hercules Furens, tho' not allow'd by ſome 
who are Criticks in Stile, to be writ by Seneca, 
1s yet thought by moſt Learned Men to be 

an 
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an Imitation of that Play of Zaripides, which 
bears the ſame Name : and tho'in ſome things 
relating to Oeconomy and Contrivance, they 
differ, 1n others they agree; as has been ob- 
ſerved by Scaliger, Apud Euripidem T ragedia eft 
huic affmis, & Argumento oy Nomine : @conomia, 
partim /tmilis, partim  nilic An Inſtance 
of this, 1s 1n the Scene between. Ly«as and 
Ampbitruo, where Seneca has oblerv'd the De- 
corum of the Stage in the perſon of Amphitras, 
better than Zuripaes; fo that Scaliger iticks 
not to prefer the Zatm to the Greeh Poet, /u 
Lecore perſon.e_ Amphitrionts honge imferir Sene- 
Ca, ut in multis allts. | | 

. As to the Verſion of our Author, tho'I can- 
not- much commend rt, yet I believe it may vye 
with the Tranſlations of Mr. ret, and Le 
Steur Nouvelon. It Mr. Linage has outdone 
him, 'tis becauſe the One 1s writ in Proſe, and 
ſo. 1s left at liberty to expreſs his Thoughts; 
the Other 1s fetter'd in "> £290s and has taken 
an'1ll, Meaſure of Verſe; Lines of fourteen Syl- 
lables:ſounding harſh to the Ears of thoſe that 
are uſed to Heroick Poetry. 1 muſt do my Au- 
thor:thzs Juſtice to acquaint the whole World, 
That he endeavours to keep to Sexeca's Sence ; 
and likewiſe to 1mitate his Verſe,changing his 
Meaſure as often as the Author; the Chorms 
of each A being different trom the A at elf, 
as the Reader may obſerve by comparing the 
Engliſh Copy with the Latim Original. 
 Troas, 18 a Tragedy which is extreamly com- 
mended by the Learned Farnaby, and the Judi- 
fious Daniel Hein/aes 5 the tormer {tiling = A 
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Divine Tragedy, in his Preface before theſe 
Tragedies, Divmam Tragediam Troadas L. An- 
we Senece Philoſopho adſcribo ; the other pre- 
ferring it before the 7 roadas of Euripides, both 
for the Language and Contrivance : But eſpe- 
c1ally he fays, Ir far exceeds 1t in the Choras - 
ſo that.thoſe of Seneca are Divine in reſpe of 
theſe of Euripides. Etiam in Choris hy vin- 
cit guos ex paucts Gracis verbis, Of que ſparſum 
leguntur fecit alios fy plane druinos. I ſhall not 
diſpute whether this Tragedy be nam'd 7roas, 
or 7roadas, according to Sca _ Opinion : or 
whether 1t ought to be nam'd Hecuba, as YVa- 
terius Probus,and ſome others believe; but leave 


theſe Niceties to the Deciſion of the more 


Learned Criticks, whilſt I proceed to give an 
Account of our Authors Verſion. 

In this Tragedy the Author has taken the 
Itberty of adding ſeveral things, and altering 
others, as thinking the Play 1mperte&t; whe- 
ther left ſo by Sexeca, or whether part of it be 
loſt, he pretends not to decide. Firlt, as to his 
Additions ; he has at -the end of the Chorus 
after the firſt At, added threeſcore Verſes-of 
his own Invention. In the beginning of the 
ſecond AR, he has added a whole Scene, where 
he Introduces the SpeQre of Achilles riſing 
from Hell, to Ns ors the Sacrifice of Pol/yxena. 
To the Chorus of this Aft, he has added three 
Stanzas. Secondly, as to his Alterations ; In- 
{tead of tranſlating the Chorus of the third AQ, 
(which is wholly taken up with the Names of 


' Forreign Countries, the Tranſlation of which 


without Notes, he thought would be tireſome 
to 
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to the Znghſh Reader;) he has ſubſtituted in 
its ſtead, another Choras of his own Invention. 
This Tragedy runs 1n Verſes of fourteen Syl- 
lables, and for the moſt part his Choras is writ 
in Verſe of ten Syllahles, which we call He- 
roick Verſe. Whether his Tranſlation excel, or 
be excell'd by thoſe done by Robert Garner, 
and the Sieur de Sallibray, 1 mult leave to thoſe 
who have read them to decide. 

Thyeſftes, is a Tragedy in the Judgment of 
Flemſius not inferior to any of the other Dra- 
matick Pieces writ by Seneca. Whether he 
made uſe of Zacius Yarius or no, I mult leave to 
the Inquiryof the Learned; whillt I Inform my 
Reader, That our Author tranſlated this Play 
when he was Fellow of 4//-Souls Colledge in 
Oxford. This Tragedy,is writ in the ſame mea- 
ſure of Verſe ky the other ; only the Chorus 
15 writ 1n Alternate Rime. The Tranſlator 
has added a Scene at the end of the fifth AQ, 
ſpoken by 7 hyeftes alone ; in which he bewails 
his Miſery, and 1mplores Heaven's Vengeance 
on Atreus. Theſe Plays are printed with the 
other ſeven 1n a Black Letter,in 4* Lond. 1581. 


John Hevwoop. 


This Ancient Writer flouriſh'd in the Reigns 
of K. Edward the Sixth, and Queen Mary ; and 
liv'd at North-mims in Hertfordſhire, near St. 
Albans, He was moſt familiar with Sr. Thomas 
More, whoſe Neighbour he was, and by whom 
I ſuppoſe he was 1ntroduc'd to the knowledge 
of Queen Mary ; in whoſe Favour he grew ex- 

ceed. 
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ceedingly. After her Death, he Hed beyotid - 
Sea, on Account of his Religion, and Died an 
Exile ate Mechlem, An. Dom. 1556. 

He was I beheve One of the firſt Dramatick 
W :iters in our Engliſh Tongue, and publiſht 
Seven Pieces, which he calls Interludes : and 
which according to Mr. A7rkman, were prins 
ted with the fit of our Engliſh Printing. Not- 
withſtanding his fuffering forRel1g1on, he has as 
much res 4” the Vices of the Romiſh Clergy, 
as Nic. de Clemangiis. He ſays of his own Writ- 
ings, *That he applied Mirth more than Thrift, 
© made mad Plays, and did few good Works (*). 

Of all his Plays, I never faw but one, which 
F have by me, in qudttg; tho'T have been told 
that the reft of his PlaySgre printed in fol. of 
which in Order. | 

Four P's, a Merry InterJnde, of a Palmer, 
z Pardoner, a Potycary, and a Pedler ; Imprint- 
ed at London in Fleet-ftreet, at the Sign of the 
George,by Will. Middleton in 49. Take a Sample 
of his Stile, that you may judge of the reſt. 


Palmer ; 


Nowe God be here, who kepeth this Place 
Now by my Faith, 7 crye you mercy 

Of Reaſon 7 muſt ſew for grace 

My Rewaneſ's ſheweth me no Jo homely 
Where of your pardon axt, and wonne 

T few you as Curteſy doth me binde 

Te tell this which ſhall be begonne | 

Zn order as may come beſt in mindy 

T am a Palmer as yee'ſe, &c. 


| (bh) $00. Epigrams, NuW). 150. - | 
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—%, between John the Husband, and 7;S his 
Wife. , 
Play between the Pardoner, the Fryar, the 
Curate, and Neighbour Prat. ; 4:H5 vw 
Play of Genzleneſs and Nobility,. 2 Parts. 
Play of Love. 
Play of the Feather. | 
Beſides theſe Plays, he has written Three 
hundred Zpizrams upon 300. Proverbs, printed 
1n quarto Zondon. 
Fourth hundred of Zpigrams, printed in 
quarto Lond. 15998. | 
A Fifth hundred of Zp:grams, printed in 
quarto Lond. 15 98. th 
Dr. Fuller mentions a Book writ by our Au- 
thor, (') intituled Monumenta Literaria,which 
are ſaid to be Non tam /abore Condita, quam 
= condita, The Author of The Art 0 
nehſh Poetry, ſpeaking of ſeveral of our Old 
Engl;fh Bards, ſays thus of this our Poet; (*) 
* John Heywood, who in King Edward the 
<Sixth's time, for the Mirth and Quickneſs of 
his Conceits, more than for any good Learn- 
* ing that was in him, came to be well benefydd 
©by the King. That the Reader may judge of 
his Z#pigrams, to which certainly the Lew. 
mentioned Writer alludes, I wall tranſcribe 
one, writ by him on himſelf. 


Of Feyword's Fifth Hund. Numb. 100. | 


Art thou Heywood,uuith thy mad Merry Wit ? 
Zea, for/ooth Maſter, that Name 15 even hit. 


| (1, Worabics Londony p. 231, (k) Libs 1+p. 49+ 
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Art thou Heywood, that applyt Mirth more 
than Thrift?” ; 


Tes, Sir, 1 take merry Mirth, a Golden Gift. 


Art thou Heywood, that haſt made many mad 


Plays ? | 

Tea, many Plays, few good Works in my Days. 
Art thou Hey wood,that hath made Men merry 
Tea, and will if 7 be made merry among. | long ? 
Art thou Heywood,that woulaſt be mate merry 
Tes, Sir, help me to it now, 7 beſeech you. [now. 


*Tis not unlikely that our Author may have 
more Plays 1n Print, than we have mention'd ; 
but I am very confident that The Pinar of 
WW a_—_ and Philotas Scotch, notwithftanding 
the Allegations of Mr. Ph:/ips and Mr. Hin- 
flanky,are not of that number: the One being 

written, as I ſuppoſe, at leaſt printed, above 
Twenty, the Other more than Fourty Years 
after his Death, 


Thomas Heywood. 


An Author that liv'd in the Time of Queen 
Elizabeth, and the Reign of King James the 
Firſt. Tho' he were but an Actor, as 1s mani- 
feſt by Mr. Airkman's Teſtimony, and apparent 
from a Piece writ by him, call'd 7 he Afors 
FPindication ; yet his Plays were in thoſe Days 
accounted of the Second-Rate. He was the 
moſt Voluminous Writer that ever handled 
Dramatick Poetry in our Language; and I 
know none but the Famous Spaniard, Lopez 
de Pega, that can vye with him; 1f at leaſt we 


give Credit to his own Attellation, in the _ 
ra | ace 
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face to One of his Plays; (') *This 7ragi-comedy 
© (as he ſays) being One reſerv'd amongſt two 
© Hundred and Twenty, in which I have had 
© either an entire Hand, or at the. leaſt a main 
©Finger. Of this Number we have, that I 
know of, but Five and Twenty entirePlayg re- 
mzining: the Reaſon of which the Author 
gives us 1n the ſame Epiſtle. ©True it 15, that 
* my Plays are not expoſed unto the world in 
© Volumes, to bear the Title of Yorks, (as o- 
©thers) one Reaſon 1s, "That many of them by 
< ſhifting and change of Compamies, have been 
©negligently loſt, Orhers of them are {ll re- 
©tained in the Hands of ſome Actors, who 
< think. 1t againſt their peculiar profit to have 
< them come 1n Print ; and a third, That it was 
©never any great Ambition in me to be Volu- 
© minoul]y read. ; 
Theſe ſeem to me; to be more plauſible Rea- 
ſons than what Mr. #7nftanley gives for their 
Miſcarriage; * Tis ſaid (®), that he not only 
* acted himſelf almoſt every day, but allo wrote 
Ceach day a Sheet; and that he might looſe no 
©time, many of his Plays were compos'd in the 
CTavern, on the back-ſide of "Tavern Bills ; 
© which may be the occaſion that ſo many of 
©them be loſt. Certainly the Tavern Bills were 
very large, or Mr. Yiftanky mult think his 
Readers Credulity of the ſame extent with his. 
own ; who would ſubſcribe to the belief of fo 
ridiculous a Story. This Report Mr. H7n/tan- 
ley partly borrows from Mr. Airkman's Adver- 
tiſement at the End of his Catalogue, and as 


" () Engliſh Traveller, (w) -wtk the Poets, p.g96. 
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Stories loſe nothing in the carriage, Mr. in. 


flankey had added the Contrivance of making 


uſe of Tavern Bills to fave Paper. But tho' 
many of theſe Plays being wruten looſely in 
Taverns as Mr. A7r4man obſerves, might occa- 
fion their being fo mean ; yet 1t did not in pro- 
bability much contribute to their loſs, as Mr. 
Winſtanley would have it. 

To do our Author juſtice, I cannot allow 
that his Plays are fo mean as Mr. A7r&man has 
repreſented them: for he was a general Scholar, 
and an indifferent Linguiſt, as his ſeveral Tran- 
flations from Zucian,Eraſmus,T extor, Beza, Bu- 
chanan, and other Latine and [Italian Jurhors, 
ſufficiently manifeſt. Nay, further in ſeveral 
of his Plays he has borrow'd many Ornaments 
fromthe Ancients; as more particularly in his 
Plays call'd 7he Ages, he has an 7 hr ſeve- 
ral Things, borrow'd from Homer, rrgil,Ouid, 
Seneca, Plautus, &c. which extreamly ſet them 
oft. What Opimion the Wits of the laſt Age 
had of him may appear from the following 


Verſes, extracted from a Copy of the Poets of 


thoſe Times : vs. 


The ſquibbing Middleton, and Heywood Sage, 
Th' Apologetick Atlas of the Stage ; 

Well of the Golden Age, he could entreat, 
But little of the Mettal, he could get ; 

T hreeſcore ſweet Babes he faſhion'd at a Lump, 
For he was Chriſten'd in Parnafſlus Pump ; 
The «Muſes Gofp to Aurora's Bed, 

And ever /ince that time his Face was Red. 


I ſhall now give the Reader an Account of the 
Plays 


' Dramatick Poets. 259 


Plays our Author has written; but crave his 
leave to begin firſt with thoſe, which are uſu- 
ally ſtiled 7 he Ages, becauſe they are enerally 
ſold together, and depend upon neck other : 
and on another ſcore they deſerve the Prefer- 
ence, as being accounted by molt the Flower of 
all his Plays. I ſhall rank them in the ſame 
manner, as Ov:d has deſcrib'd them 1n his Di- 
vine Work, the Metamorphoſis. 

Golden Age, or The Lives of Jupiter and Sa- 
turn, with the Deifying of the Heathen Gods ; 
a Hiſtory ſundry times aCtted at the Red-Bull, 
by the Queens Majcities Servants, and printed 

Lond. 1611. This Play the Author tiles, 
(&) *'The Eldelt Brother of three Ages, that 
© have adventur'd the Stage, but the only yet, 
© that hath been judg'd to the Prefs. The Au- 
thor 1n this Play, and the Two following 1n- 
troduces Homer as the Expoſitor of each Dumb 

ſhew, 1n imitation, as I ſuppoſe, of Shakeſpear's 
practice in Pericles Prince of Tyre, where C9- 
wer is ſuppos'd todo the ſame piece of Service 
to the Audience. I ſhall leave it to the Learned 
Readers Judgment how far our Poet has fo]- 
low'd the Writers of Poetical Hiſtory : whilſt 
T refer my Engliſh Readers to Roſs's Mifzago- 
gas Poeticus ; and to Galtruchins's Poetical Hi- 
{tory for ſatisfa&tion : or, if they pleaſe, ro 
the Hiſtorical Dictionaries of Gouldman, Lit- 
tleton, &c. 

Sher Age, a Hiſtory including the Love of 
Zupiter to Alcmena ; the Birth of Fercales ; and 
the Rape of Proſerprne concluding with the 

(n) Epiltlc ro the Reager, R | A 
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Arraignment of the Moon ; * on 4* Lond. 
1613. The Author in thts Epiſtle acquaints the 
Reader, © That tho' He began wnrth Gold, 
< follow with $Si/ver, proceed with Braſs, and 
< purpoſe by God's Grace to end with /ronu. He 
—_ the declining Titles ſhall no what ble- 
©miſh the Reputation of the Works: but he 
© rather truſts, that as thofe Mettals decreaſe 
<in value, ſo e contrar/o, their Books ſhall in- 
*creaſe 1n ſubſtance, weight, and eſtimation. 
Our Author 1n this Play has borrow'd ſeveral 
Paſſages from the Ancients : as the Intrigue of 
Fupiter and Alcmena, 1s tranſlated from the 
Amphitruo of Plautus. The Rape of Proſer- 
pine 18 borrow'd from Ovid's Metamorphoſis, 
4b. 3, with other places too many to repear. 
Brazen Ae, a Hiſtory ; the Firſt A&t con- 
taining the Death of the Centaure Neſſus ; the 
Second, the "Tragedy of Me/eager ; the Third, 
the Tragedy of Zaſon and Medea ; the Fourth, 


. Palcan's Net ; the Fifth, the Labours and Death 


of Hercules - printed 4» Lond. 1613. All theſe 
Stories are to be found in Ovid's Metamorphoſis. 
For the Story of Nef/as fee Lib. g. Fab.2. Of 
Meleager, Lib.8. Fab.4. Of 7aſon, Lib.7. Fab.r. 
Of Yulcan's Net, Lib. 4. Fab. 5. Of Hercules, 

Lib.g. Fab. 3. 
tron Age, the firſt part, an Hiſtory contain- 
ing the Rape of Helen ; the Siege of 7 roy ; the 
Combat between He&or and 4jax ; Hetfor and 
Troilus ſlain by Achilles; Achilles ſlain by 
Paris; 4jax and Ulyſjes contend for the -Ar- 
mour of Achilles ; < Death of fax &c. prin- 
ted 40 ond. 1632. and + Aha g to his Wor- 
thy 
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thy and Much Reſpe&ed Friend, Mr. 7 homas 
Hammond of Gray's-[nn Fiquire. The Author 
in his Epiſtle acquaiats the Reader, © That this 
© [ron Age, beginneth where the other lett, 
© holding on 1in a plain and dire& courſe from 
*the ſecond Rape of Helen, not only to the 
© utter ruine and devaſtation of 7roy ; but it, 
* with the ſecond part, {tretcheth to the Deaths 
*of Helen, and all thoſe Kings of Greece, who 
* were the undertakers of that Ten years bloody 
*and fatal Siege. Laſtly, he defires the Reader 
to take notice, © That theſe were the Plays 
often (and not with the leaſt applaule,) pub- 
elickly ated by rwo Companies, upon One 
© Stage at once,and have at ſundry tzmes throng- 
*ed three ſeveral Theatres, with numerous 
*and mighty Auditories. The Author has bor- 
Trow'd in many places of this Play, as the Rea- 
der may ſee by comparing the Contentton be- 
tween Ajax and Ulyſſes with Ovid's Metamor- 
þhofes, L1b.13. and other the like, too numerous 
to particulariſe. For the main Plot conſult 
Homer, Virgil, Dares Phrigius, &c. for the Ept- 
ſodes, Dud: Epiſtles, Metamorphoſis, Lucian's 

Dialogues, &c. | 
tron Age, the ſecond part, a Hiſtory con- 
taining the Death of Penthe/ilea, Parts, Priam, 
and Hecuba : The burning of Troy: The Deaths 
of Agamemnon, Menelaus, Clitemneſtra, Fellena, 
Oreſtes, Egiftus, Pylades, King Diomed, Pyrhus, 
Cethus, Synon, T berſites, printed 49 Lond.163% 
and dedicated to his Worthy and much Re- 
ſpected Friend, Mr.7 homas Marwaring Eilquire. 
For the Plot conſult the fore mention'dAut ors. 
R 3 Mr. 
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Mr. Zeywood deſign'd a new Edition of all 
theſe Ages together, © And to 11luſtrate (as he 
*fays (9) the whole Work, with an Explana- 
©tzon of the difficulties, and an Hiſtorical Com- 
* ment. upon every hard Name, which might 
Cappear obſcure and intricate to ſuch as were 
* not frequent 10 Poetry : bur this deſign of his, 
I know not for what reaſon was laid alide. 

Having given the Reader a full, 1t not too 
tedious Account of theſePlays, | haſten to ſpeak 
of the reſt in our accuſtom'd order as follows. 

Challenge for Beauty, a Tragi-comedy, ſun- 

dry times acted by the Kings Majeſties Ser- 
vants at the Zlack-fiyars, and at the Globe on 
the Bank-{1de ; printed 49 Lond. 1636, 
4 Dutcheſs of Suffolk her Life ; a Hiſtory di- 
vers and ſundry times acted with good Ap- 
plauſe ; printed 4® Lond. 1631. The Plot 1s 
- built on Hiſtory, ſee the Story at large 1n Fox's 
Martyrohogy 1n the Rergn of Qyeen «Mary, An. 
Dorm. 1558. 10 the Story of Lady Katherine, 
Dutcheſs of Suffolk. See belides Clark's © Mar- 
ryrolegy, Chap. 11. pag. F2t. 

Edward the Fourth, a Hiſtory 1n Two Parts, 
printed 4% Lond. 36----. The Foundation of 
ts Play 1s built upon Chronicle. See the Sto- 
ry of this King writ by Polydore'irgil, Du 
Cheſue, Speed, &c. . | 

£Fnelih Traveller, a Tragi-comedy publickly 
ated art the Cock-pit in Drury-lane, by her Ma- 
jelties Servants; printed 49 Lond. 1633. and 

dedicated to the Right Worſhipful Sir ZHenry 
Appleton, Knight Baronet. The Plot and Lan- 


.-) Epiſt'c oo the Reader. 
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Zuage of young Lyonel and Rejgnald, is ſtoln 
trom Plautns's Moſtellaria. The Story of old 
Wincote and his Wife, Geraldme, and Dalavil, 
the Author afhirms to be true in his Ziftory of 
Homen ; where 'tis related at large /b. 4. pag. 
269. 89 Edition. | | 

Fair Maid of the Exchange, a Comedy, toge- 
ther with the merry Humours, and pleaſanc 
Paſſages of the Cripple of Farcharch, furniſhr 
with variety of deleQable Mirth: printed 4-. 
Lond. 1637. The Parts are 1o caſt by the Au- 
thor, that tho' there are Twenty Loon E- 
leven may eallily a& this Comedy: tho' in my 
opinion it 1s8-not worth reviving. Nay fur- 
_ ther, I queſtion notwithi{tanding Mr. XAirkmarn 
has aſcrib'd it to our Author, whether 1t be his, 
{ſince his Name 1s not prefixt, neither does the 
Stle, or Qeconomy reſemble the reſt of his 
Labours. . 

Fair Maid of the Weſt, or A Girl worth Gold, 
a Tragi-comedy the Firit Part: lately a&ted 
before the King and Queen, with approved 
liking, by the Queens Majeſties Comedians ; 
printed 4® Zond. 1631. and dedicated to his 
much Worthy, and his moſt Reſpe&ed John 
Orhow Eſquire, Counſellor at Law, 1n the No- 
ble Society of Gray's-Znn. 

Our Author in the Epiſtle both to this Play, 
and The Engliſh Traveller, pleads Modeſty, 1n 
not expoſing his Plays to the publick view of 
the World, in numerous Sheets and a large 
Volume, under the Title of Forks, as others : 
By which he would ſcem tacitly to arraign 
ſome of his Cotemporaries for Oltentation, and 

_— want 
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want of Modeſty. I am apt to believe, that 
our Author levell'd his Accuſation at Fer Fohn- 
ſon - lince no other Poet that I know of, in 


thoſe day, gave his Plays, the pompous Title 


of Works; of which Sir John Suckling has 


taken notice 1n his Se/frons of the Poets. 


T he firſt that broke ſilence was good Old Ben, 

Prepar'd before with Canary Hme ; * | Bays, 

And he told them —_ that he deſery'd the 

For his were call a Works, where others were 
but Plays. 


This puts me 1n mind of a Diltick directed by 
ſome Poet of that Age, to Pen Johnſon ; 


Pray. tell me Ben, where dves the myſ/t'ry lurk ? 
What others call aPlay, you call a Work. 


Which was thus an{wer'd by a Friend of his; 


The Author's Friend thus for the Author Jay s, 
Ben's Plays are Yorks, when others Works are 
Plays. 


Fair Maid of the Weſt, or AGirl worth Gold, 
the ſecond Part; afted before the King and 
Queen, with approved Liking, by the Queens 
Majeſties Comedians: printed 4* Zond.1631.and 
dedicared to the true Favourer of the Muſes, 
and al} good Arts, Thomas Hammond, Ei1q;, of 
Grays-Zun. Theſe Plays ( as our Author ac- 
quaints his Patron) (?) Nat _y palit the Cen- 
*ſure of the P/ebe, and Gentry, but of the Pa- 
trictans and Pretextatg ; as allo of our Royal 
Auguſtus, and Livig.. T know not where our 
"(p) Erifl- Dedicatory. Op. oY 
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Poet met with this Story, bur as Poets uſually 
take the Foundation of a Play, from a Hiſtory, 
or a Romance; ſo thele rwo Plays have fſerv'd 
for the Subject of a Romance, which on this 
Model was writ by Zohn Dancer, above-men- 
tioned, to whom I refer you (3). 

Fortune by Land and Sea, a Tragi-comedy,, 
acted with great applauſe, by the Queen's Ser- 
vants 3 written by our Author, and the Well- 
Eſteem'd William Rowly ; but not printed till 
after their Deceaſe, 49 Lond. 165. 

Four Prentices of London, with the Conqueſt 
of Jeruſalem; a Hiſtory divers times aGted at 
the Red-Bull, by the Queens Majeſties Servants 
with good applauſe; printed 4o Lond. 163Fy. 
and dedicated to the Honeſt High-Spirited 
Prentices,the Readers. Thais Play was written 
(as the Author ſays ) in his Infancy of Judge- 
ment, 1n this kind of Poetry, and his firlt Pra- 
Ctice ; and that as Plays were then, ſome fix- 
tcen Years before 1ts Publication, it was 1n the 
Faſhion. Thus Play 1s founded on the Ex- 
ploits of the Famous Godfrey of Bullogn, who 
took Jeruſalem from the Intidels the 15. of 
uly A. D. 1099. For the Story, ſee Tafſo's /1 
Goſredo, Dr. Fuller's Holy War. The late Hiſto- D 
ry of the Cro;/ades, c. 

If you know not me, you know no Boay ; or The 
Troubles of Queen Elizabeth: a Hiſtory in two 
Parts, printed 49 Lond. 1623. This Play was 
printed without the Author's Knowledge or 
Conſent, and that ſo corruptly, ( 1t not being 

_ divided into Acts ) that at the Reviving of it 


| (q) Pag. 1996 


at 
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_ at the Cork-prt, after having been acted for the 
tpace of one and twenty Years, he writ a Pro- 
togue (*), which particularly inveigh'd againſt 
this ImperteCt Copy, as will appear by the fo]- 
lowing Lines. _ 


— _— cs rf, 

And yet receru'd as well perform'd at firſt, 
Grac'd, and frequented for the Cradle-Age 
Did throng the Seats, the Boxes,and the Stage, 
So much ; that ſome by Stenography drew 
The Plot put it in primt; (ſcarce one word true:) 
And im that lameneſs it has lunpt ſo long ; 

T be Anthor now to vindicate that wrong, 
Hath took the pains, upright upon it s feet 

To teach it walk ; ſo pleaſe y.u ſit, and ſee't. 


- For the Plot, ſee the Writers of the Life of 
Q. Elizabeth; as Cambaden,Speed, Du Cheſne,gyc. 
And our Author had fo great a Veneration for 
that Heroick Princeſs, that he writ a little H1- 
ſtorical Piece, call'd England's Elizabeth, print. 
ed 8o Lond. 162 1. | 

Lancaſhire Witches, a well recetv'd Comedy, 
ated at the Globe on the Bank-fide, by the 
Kings Majeſties Aftors; written by our Anu- 
thor, and the Ingentous Rich. Prome, and print- 
ed 49 Loud. 16----. I have read in my younger 
Days (if I miſtake not) the Foundation of Tis 
Play, in an old Znglfh Quarto; but as to that 
part of the Plot, where #hetftone revenges him- 
{elf by his Aunt's means, on Arthar, Shakflone, 
and Fanta, for catling him Baſtard, A& 4.'Sc. 
the laſt; 'tis founded on the Story of Johr 


Ten. 


(pr) Printed 24 b.s vialogues 44d Dramas, P. 241, 
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Teutonicus of Holberſtad, a place in High-Ger- 


many, who was a known Baſtard, and a Magi- 
clan. Our Author has related this Story 1n 
Verſe, in his ZZerarchy of Angels, Lib. 8. pag. 
512, (Oc. 2 

Loves Miftris, or The Queen's Maſque ;, three 
times acted before their Majeſties, within the 
ſpace of eight Days; in the preſence of ſundry 
Forreign Embaſladours. Publickly a&ted by the 
Queen's Comedians, at the Phenix in Drary- 
Lane. The Second Impreſſion corrected by 
the Author, printed 49 Lond. 1640. and ded1- 
cated to the Right Honourable Zdward Earl 
of Dorſet. The Play is founded on Apulcins's 
. Golden Aſs : a kind of Romance in Latin ; and 
Engliſh'd by V. Addington, 4% Lond. 1634. 

e Maidenhead well hft, a pleafant Comedy, 
publickly ated in Drary-Lane, with much ap- 
plauſe by her Majeſties Scryants, printed 49. 
Lond. 1634. 

Rape of Lucrece, a true Roman Tragedy,with 
the ſeveral Songs in their appointed places, 
by Yalerias the merry Lord among the Roman 
Peers. "The Copy revis'd, and ſundry Songs 
before omitted, now inſerted in their right 
places ; ated by her Majeſties Servants at the 
Red-Bull, printed 4® Lond.1638. For the Plot, 
ſee Lrvy Dec. 1. C. 58. Florus Lib. 1. C. 7. Pal. 
Max. Lab. 6.C. 11. Ex. 1. 

Robert Earl of Huntington's Downfall, after- 
wards call'd Robin Hood, of Merry Sherwoodt ; 
with his Love to Chaſte Mari/lda, the Lord 
Fitz-water's Daughter, afterwards his Fair 
Mard Harzran: atted by the Right mans” 

TNC 
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the Earl of No77mgham, the Lord High Ad- 
miral of Zng/and his Servants, and printed 49. 
Lond. 1601. 

Robert Earl of Huntington's Death, other- 
wiſe call'd Robin Hood of Merry Sherwoode ; 
with the L.amentable Tragedy of Chaſte Ma- 
Hilda, his Fair Maid Marian, poyſon'd at Dun- 
mow by the King; and printed 49. Lond. 1601. 
Both theſe Plays are printed 1n Black-Letter, 
but neither of them are divided into Afts. The 
#1:{t part 1s 1ntroduc'd by John Shelton, Poet 
Laureat to King ZZexry the Eighth ; and the. 
the ſecond, by Fryar 7Tuck. For the Plot, ſee 
our Erng/;ſh Chronicles in the Reign of King 
Richard the Firſt, as Du Cheſne, Speed, Baker, 
& c.Sec beſides Fullers Worthies in the Account 
of Nottinghamphire, p.315. Drayton's Polyolbion, 
Song 26. ; 

' Royal Ring, and Loyal Subjeft ; a Tragi-co- 
medy, ated with great applauſe by the Queens 
Majelſties Servants, and printed 49. Lond. 1637. 
_ ThePlot of this Play,extreamly reſembles zhat 

of Fletcher's Loyal Subjef?. 

 Wiſe-Woman ff Hogiden, a Comedy ſundry 
times acted with good applauſe, printed quarto 
Lond.1638. This Play 1s commended by a Copy 
of Verſes, printed at the End, writ by his 
Friend Mr. Samuel King. 

Woman kill 'd with Kindneſs, a Comedy often- 
times acted by the Queens Majelties Servants 
and printed quarto Lond. 1617. 

Theſe are all the Plays that our Author has 
extant, except we will reckon his Dialogues, 
under the Species of Dramatick Poetry ; ſuch 

| as 


D3«matick Poets; 
as Jupiter and 70; Apollo and Daphne; Amphriſe 
or The Forſaken Shepberdteſs F 7 all Et 
with ſeyeral Tranſlations above-mention'd the 
| Reader may peruſe in a Book intituled, Pleg- 
fant Dialogues and Drammas, collefed out of 
Lucian, Eraſmus, Textor, Ovid, g&c. printet 
oftavo Lond, 1637. 

There may be another Reaſon added to thoſe 
already mentiond, why no more of our Au- 


thor's Plays have been publiſhed, which he 


himſelt gives us in his _—_—_ to The Rape of 
Lucrece; © That he uſed to ſell his Copy to 
©the Players, and therefore ſuppos'd he had no 
© further right to print them, without their 

'©Conſent; which 1s the Reaſon that fo few 
care In print; and that ſome of theſe Plays that 
are hy hwy been copy d by the Ear, and print- 
*d uncorre& without his Knowledge. 

As to his other Pieces, he has pnbliſht ſe- 
veral 1n Verſe and Proſe. In the former he 
has written a Poem, called The Hierarchy of the 
Bleſſed Angels, with Notes, - printed fol. Lond. 
1635. In reading over this Book, I find our 
Author informing the World, (\) © That he 
©intended to commit to the publick View, the 
© Lives of the Poets,Forreign and Modern,from 
* the firſt before ZZomer, to the ray and 
<laſt, of what Nation or Language foever ; ſo 
© far as any Hiſtory, or Chronology would give 
*him warrant. But this Work, notwithitand- 
ing our Author's Intention, I preſume was ne- 
ver compleated, or at leaſt publiſhr. a 4 

His chief Pieces in Proſe are, 4» Apology for 
(1) Notes 04 Lib. 5. p. 345. 
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Afors, - printed 49. Lond. 1612. which was 
highly commended by ſeveral Copies of Verſes, 
written 1n Greek, / pt and Znghſh. This 
piece was anſ{wer'd, or rather rail d againſt by 
One F. CG. in a Pamphlet call'd, 4 Refuraton of 
the Apology for Aftors ; printed 42. Lond. 1615. 
Whether Mr.Pryni's Picce call d FH/triomaſtix, 

rinted 49. Loud. 1633. were particularly le. 
vell'd againſt this Book, I cannot 5 1 or wig de. 
termine: but I think Sir Richard: Baker, who 
anſwer'd it, (in a little Piece call'd The T heatre 
vindicated, printed 89. Lond.) has ſufficiently 
made out the CharaCcter he gives of it, (*) That 
all his Book 1s but a Bundle of Sco/dmmg [nve- 
&rues, and Railing, initead of Reaſoning. He 
has writ belides,7 he Life and Troubles of Queen 
Elizabeth, from her Cradle to her Crown, 
printed Bo. Lond.1631. The Examplary Lives 
and Afts of Nine Women Worthies; three 
Jews, three Gentiles, and three Chriſtians ; 
printed 49. 1640. "The General Hiſtory of Wo- 
men of the moſt Holy, and Profane, the moſt 
Famous, and Infamous 1n all Ages ; printed 80. 
Lond. 1657. 

The uſual Motto which he prefix'd to moſt 

of his Works, and which ſhew'd the chief de- 
ſign of his Writing, was this of Horace, 


Aut prodeſſe ſolent, aut deleFare. —= 


Barten HoLLypay. 


A Gentleman that flouriſht in the Reigns of 
King Char/es the Firlt and Second. He was 


(t) Pag. + | 


born 
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born about the latter End of Queen Z/zabeths 
Re1gn, in Oxford, in the Parith of A/-Sainrs. 
He was enter d young at Chr//t-Church, in the 
time of Dr. Ravis, his Relation and Patron, 
by whom he was choſe Student; and having 
taken his Degrees of Batchelor and Maſter 
_ of Arts, he at length became Arch-Deacon 
of Oxfordſhire. He died ſoon after the King's 
Return, at £ifly, the Corps of his Arch-Dea- 
conry, (near Oxford) 1n the Year 1661. and 
was Cs in Chri/t-Church ; having left be- 
hind him the Character of a general Scholar, 
2 good Preacher, a skiltul Philoſopher, and an 
excellent Poet. As a pnpof of this, I mult re- 
. fer my Reader to his Wprks 1n general, 1t be- 
ing my province at preſent only to enu- 
merate his Writings, and make remarks on no- 
thing, but what he has publiſht in Dramatick 
Poetry ; which 1s a Play call'd 
a TExxNOTAwmIA, or The Marriages of the Arts, 
a Comedy, ated by the Students of Chrift- 
Church in Oxford, before the Univerſity, at 
Shrove-tide ; printed 49. Lond. 1630. The Au- 
thor has faliciens ſhew'd his Learning in 
the Contexture of this Comedy, and has intro- 
duc'd ſeveral things from the Ancients; par- 
ticularly-rwo Odes from Anacreom, vis. Att 2. 
Sc. 2. A& 3. Sc. the laſt. He has ſhew'd how 
well he was able to imitate another Author, 
by this Play ; as the Reader may ſee, by com- 
paring the Challenge of Zogrcus, to Poera, Aﬀt 
2. Sc. 2. with that of Dameras to Clinas, drawn 
by the Pen of the Admirable Sir Pþ:/ip Sidney. 
He has ſeveral other Pieces of Poetry, _ 
| tho 
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tho' Tranſlations, have gain'd him a conſide- 
Table Revutation, as the Tranſlation of the Sa- 
tyrs of Zuvenal, and Per/tus, Tluſtrated with 
Notes and Sculptures, printed Fol. Oxon. 1673. 
His Verſion of the Odes of /forace, mention'd 
by Mr. F/0d, (») to have been printed Lond. 
1652. He has likewiſe publiſht ſeveral Ser- 
mons, as Three Sermons preach'd at Oxford, 
and two Sermons. at St. Pau/s-Croſs, printed 
1626. A Sermon of the Natnre of Faith, print- 
ed 49 Lond. 1654. Motives to a godly Lite, 
printed 49. Ox0n.1657. In Latm, he has print- 
ed two Pieces, v2. Philoſophiz Politico-barbare 
Specimen, de Anima. 49. Oxon. 1635. Orbis ter- 
rarum nſpettio, lib. 19.Oxon. 1661. 


Charles Hoor.. 


A Gentleman living in the Reigns of King 
Charles the Firlt and Second, and poſtibly ſtill 
in Being. He was born at Hakefield inTorkſhire; 
and at eighteen Years of Age, came up to the 
Univerſity of Oxford, and was enter'd of L- 
coln Colledge. After having taken his Degree 
of Maſter of Arts, he withdrew into his own 
Countrey, where he took upon him the Pro- 
feſlion of a School Maſter : he taught in ſeveral 
Jes particularly at Rotheram, ( a Market- 

own in the Welt Riding in 7orkſhrre ; ) and 
afterwards, being ſent for up to Lonabn by 1e- 
veral Eminent Citizens, he taught School in 
Red-Crofs ſtreet, near Alderſ-gate Pariſh; and 


afterwards removy'd to Arundel-Puildings, not 


(u) Antiq. Lib, 2, p. 279s 
| far 


: Dza 

far from the Royal-Exchang 
Return, he lefr the City, \nd remov'd into 
Hates, where pollibly he ſtill follows that aſe- 
ful Profeſlion. He has been very laborious, 
not only in Inſtrutting Youth, bur alſo in pub- 
Iiſhing many Books to their Advancement, 
One of which, 1s the Subjedt of his being men- 
tion'd in our Catalogue ; vs. | 

Six Comedies of Sos Excellent Poet Publius 
Terentius, an African of Carthage, in Engliſh 
and Lat; for the uſe of Young Scholars, that 
they may the more readily obtain the purity 
of the Zatin Tongue, for common Diſcourſe ; 
printed 89. 1676. This Tranſlation was un- 
dertaken by our Author, at the Requelt of the 
Company of Stationers, for whom 1t was print- 
ed; and was caſtrated 1n ſome places; as in par- 
ucular, ſee Eunuchus ACt 3. Sc. 4, 5. to ſpare 
the Modeſty of the Youth under his Tuition. 
Thoſe who would know more of Zerence, and 
his Works, let them turn back to Richard 
Bernard. | 

The reſt of his Works conſiſt chiefly in 
Tranſlations of Books for the uſe of young 
Scholars, as Corderins, Cato, /H/op's Fables, 
Commentt Oxbis pittus, &c. To which I may 
add his Edition of the Gree& Teſtament, in 
which the Young Greczan will find all the 
Themes of Greek Wards ( according to .Paſſor's 
Lexicon) plac'd in the Margin. He. has pub- 
liſht beſides, 4 Entrance to the Latin Tongue, 
oftavo Lond.\1659. An Explanation of the Ac- 
cidence, oftavo. Lond. 1683. with other Books 


of the like Nature. 
S Edward 
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Edward HowarD, E/9; 


A Gentleman, (as I ſuppoſe) now living, wh6 
has addicted himſelf to the Study of Dramatick 
Poeery : how well he has ſucceeded therein, I 
ſhall leave to the a9 any ment, who may 
find four Plays of his, under the Titles of 

eMan of New-Market, a Comedy atted at 
the Theatre-Royal, and printed 49 Lond. 1678. 

1 Six Days Adventare, or T he New Utopia, a 
Comedy aQted at his Royal Highneſs the Duke 
of 7brk's Theatre; printed 4» Zond.1671. This 
Play miſcarried in the Ation, as the Author 
himſelf acknowledges in his Preface; and 1n- 
deed that ſharp War, the late Earl of Rocheſter, 
writ an Invettve againſt it (*); but the Ingeni- 
ous Mrs. Behn, Mr. Ravenſcroft, and other Poets 
of the Age, ſent the Author Recommendatory 
Verſes, which are printed with the Play : and 
In return he writ a Pmdarick (!) ro Mrs. Behr; 


which ſhe gratefully publiſht in a ColleQtion of 


Poems, printed 89 Lond. 1685. | 

Uſurper, a Tragedy, atted at the Theatre- 
Royal by his Majeſties Servants, and printed 
49. Lond.1668. Whether the Author defign'd 
in the Caratter of Damocles, to perſonate Ol:- 
ver Cronneel, and intended his Play, a paralel 
of thoſe times, I leave to more diſcerning 
Judgments. 

Womans Conqueſt, a Tragi-comedy, ated by 
his Royal Highneſs the Duke of York's Ser- 
vants,and printed 49. Lond. 1677. This I take 
to be the beſt Play our Author has publiſht. 


Be- 
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Beſides theſe Plays Mr. Howard hath pub- 
liſht an Zpick Poem, in oftavo, call'd The 
Britiſh Prenceſs ; whach the late Earl of Ro- 
cheſter has likewiſe handled ſeverely. (*) There 
1s a(crib'd to him, another Book of Poems and 
Effays, with a Paraphraſe on Cicero's Lelus, 
or ratt of Frieudſbip, printed in oftayo Lon- 
07 1 Ge, 


James HowaRD, E/q; 


T am not able to acquaint the Reader, whe. 
ther or no this Gentleman be of the ſame 
Family with Me former ; but I am oblig'd to 
mention him, on Account of two Plays writ 
by him, v2. 

All miſtaken, or The Mad Conple, a Comedy, 
aQted by his Majcſties Servants, at the Theatre- 
Royal, and {a yr o Lond. 1672. This Play 
is commended by Gn for an excellent Co- 
medy. : | 
Enghſh Mon/icur, a Comedy ated at the 
Theatre-Royal by his Majeſties Servants, print- 
ed 4o Lond.1674. Whether the late Duke of 
Barons in his Charadter of Prince Pok 
ſcrus's falling in Love with Parthenope, as he 
is pulling on his Boots to go out of Town, de- 
ſign'd to refle& on the Charatters of Come, 
and EJsbeth, | pretend not to determine : but 
I _ there is a near Reſemblanc? 1n the Chas 
racers. 
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Sr Robert HowaRD. 


This Ingenious Perſon 1s equally conſpicaous 
for the Luſtre of his Birth, and the Excellency 
of his Parts; being ( as T ſuppoſe) Brother to 
the preſcnt Earl of Berkſhire, and One whoſe 
' Plays will remain Eternal Teſtimonies to Poſte- 
rity, of his Skill in Dramatick Performances. 
His Committee,and /ndian Queen,are delervedly 
admir'd by the beſt Judges of Dramatick Poe- 
try : and even our late Laureat, in fpite of 
Envy, muſt acknowledge his Worth, both as 
a Poet and Patron His Plays gge fix in num- 
ber, vzs. 


Blind Lady, a Comedy, printed otavo Lond. 


Committee, a Comedy, printed fol. Lond. 
1665. This 1s an admirable Comedy, and high- 
ly commended. 

Great Favourite, or The Duke of Lerma, a 
T ragi-comedy, acted at the "Theatre-Royal by 
his Majeſties Servants; printed 49. Lond. 1668. 
For the Plot,ſee the Hiſtorians of thoſe Times, 
as Mariana, de Mayerne Turquet,gyc. This Play 
(as I have before obſerv'd p.165.) was refleed 
on by Mr.Dryden,tho' had he conſultedReaſon, 
Gratitude, or his own Reputation, he had o- 
therwiſe imploy'd his time; it being a true 
Obſervation, which Sr. Robert has made, in his 
Prologue to the Fetal Yirgm : 


This doth a wretched Dearth of Wit betray, 
When things of Kind on One another prey. 


Indian Queen, a Tragedy, writ in Heroick 
Verle, 
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Verſe, and formerly ated with great —__ 
at the Theatre-Royal, printed fol. Lond.166F. 

Sarpriſal, a Tragi-comedy, acted at the The- 
atre-Royal, and printcd fol. Lond. 166x. 

Yeſtal Virgin, or T he Roman Ladies, a Tra- 
gedy acted by the King's Servants, and printed 
tol. Lond. 166F. | 

Some Readers, who are ftrangers to the Ex- 
ccllent Tallents of Sir Robert, might expect 
from me ſome Diſcoveries of what he has 
borrow'd; but I am to Inform them, That this 
Admirable Poet has too great a Stock of Wit of 
his own, to be neceſſitated to borrow from o- 
thers. All that I can obſerve 1s, That The 


Yeſtal Virgin has a double Fifth Att; the One 


of which ends Tragically, the Other ſucceſs- 
fully ; which poſſibly might be done, in Imi- 
tation of Sir John Suckimg, the only Gentleman 
that I know,fit for his Imitation, who has done 
the ſame thing in his Aglaara. | 

He has writ beſides ſome Poems, which are 
printed with his B/md Laay, in oftavo ; and 
four of his Plays, viz. Surpriſal, Committee, [n- 
dian Queen and Veſtal Virgin, are printed toge- 
ther 1n fol. Lond. 166s. 


James HowEL. 


A Gentleman of Wales, born at Aberna- 
lies 1n the County of Caermarden, 1n the Year 
I594 He was Bred up at the Free-School 
in Hereford ; and at 16. Years of Age, ſent to 
the Univerſity of Oxford, where he became a 
Member of 7c/us ColHkedge. About March, in the 

$2 Year 
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Year 1618. he travelled beyond Sea, being ſent 
on Buifineſs, by Sir Robert Manſel, where he 
viſited the Low-Conntries, and afterwards 
made a Tour thro' France, and 7raly ; as ap- 
pears by the Letters he has publiſht. In 
which the Reader may not only be inform'd 
of the Chict Occurences of thoſe Times, 
but of our Author's ſeveral Imployments; 
'as, His being fent by King James 1nto Sparn, 
for the Recovery of a Vefle] of great va- 
lue, ſerz'd on by the Vice-Roy of Sardznia, 
under pretence of being laden with prohi1- 
bited Goods : His being chofen Fellow of 7e- 
ſus Colleage, during his abſence ; His being Se- 
cretary to the Lord rs, when he was Pre- 
fident of the Councel in the North ; His being 
Imploy'd about the Clerks of the Councel, rc. 


Notwithſtanding his various Employs, and 


multiplicity of Bufinefs, he found leiſure to - 


publiſh abundance of Books, to the number of 
Fourty-minc : Many of them were Tranſlations 
out of French, /talian, Spanifh, Portugueſe : Of 
which Nature 1s the Play, which occaſions his 
mention in our Catalogue ; v2. 

Nuptials of Peleus and T hetts, conliſting of a 
Maſque, and a Comedy, or The Great Royal 
Ball acted in Parzs, fix times, by the King 1n 
perſon, the Duke of Anjou, the Duke of Zork, 
with divers other Noblemen. Alſo by the 
Princeſs Royal Henriette Marie, the Princeſs 
of Con!y, xc. printed 40. Lond. 1654- and dedi- 
cated ro the moſt Excellent and High Born 
Lady, the Lady Aatherine'Marchioneſs of Dor- 
cheſter. The Maſque was extrafted rv 
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Ttalian Comedy, which the Anthor has made 
Engliſh, by a nearer adherence to the Original, 
than to the French Tranſlation. For the Plot, - 
tis founded on Ovid's Metamorpheſis, lib. 11. 
See beſides, Catulli Aurgonautica, ſtue Epitha- 


lamium. 


"Tis not to be expected that I ſhould ſpare 
room to give an Account of our Authors Works 
10 particular, they being ſo numerous : I ſhall 
therefore only mention ſome of the moſt Emi- 
ment, and refer the Reader for further Satif- 
faQtion to the peruſal of a Catalogue of them, 
publiſhed with a former Edition of his Letters, 
printed 89, Lond. 1655. His chief Pieces are 
Dodona's Grow, a Book much priz'd, and ranſ* 
lated into French 1652. His Zetters, which 
were formerly in four diſtin Volumes, and 
are reduc'd into one ; amongſt which are ſeve- 
ral to Fer. Johnſon, which ſpeak their Inti- 
macy. Belides theſe, he has writ a Book of 
the Precedency of Kings, printed Fol. Lond. 
1664. Survey of the Senrorie of Yemce. Fol. 
Lond. 165 2. Life of Lewrs the Thirteenth,and 
Cardinal Rzchehen, Fol. Lond. 1646." «Mor- 
Oncen of the Enchanted Iſland, 
a ow in Fol. The FYeate, a Poem Royal, in 
4", OC: | 

He died about the beginning of November, 
1666..and was buried on the North-ſide of the 
Temple-Church, with this Inſcription fix'd 


upon (the Wall ; 7acobus Howell Cambro-Brt- 


tannus, Regius Hiftoriographus, in Anglia pri- 
mus ; qui poſt varias peregrinationes, tandem na- 
is, qurſum peregit, Satur Annorum, &y Fame, 

| S 4 dome, 
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dome, foriſque huc uſque erraticus, heic fixus 
1666. | | 


l. 
Thomas JEvoRN. 
A Perſon lately dead, and one ſufficiently 


known to all that frequent the 'Theatre, 
both tor his Excellency 1n Dancing and Acton. 
He has writ a Play, or rather a Farce, call'd 


The Devwil of a Wife, or A Comical Tranſ- 
formation ; a&ted by their Majeſties Servants at 
the Queen's Theatre in Dorſet-Garden; printed 
4%. Lond. 1686. and dedicated to his Friends, 
that frequent Lockez's Ordinary. This Farce 
1s founded on a Tale as well known as that of 
Mopſa, 1n Sir Phihp Siduey's Arcadia; tho' I 
think if compar'd with our French Farces ſo 
frequent on our Z#nghſh Stage, it may deſerve 
the Preheminence. 


Thoms INGELAND. 


A Student in Cambridze in the Reign of 
Queen £&/:zabeth : The Author of a Play,which 
he ſtiles, A Pretty and Merry InterJude, call'd 
T he Difchedient Child. 'Tis writ in old Verſe 
of Ten Syllables, and printed 4s. im an old 
Black Letter, (without any Date ) by Thomas 
Cokwell in Fleet-ftreet. 


John 
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John Joxes. , 


An Author who liv'd in the Reign of King 
Charles the Firſt, and writ a Play nam'd 
Adraſta, or The Womans Spleen, and Loves 
Conqueſt, a Tragi-comedy, printed 49. Lond. 
1635. and dedicated to Eugenins, by which 
Name he deſires to comprehend all his Friends, 
ſubſcribing himſelf Muſophilus. This Play the 
Actors refus'd, and think with Juſtice ; 1t be- 
ing very indifferently written. The Intrigue 
between Damaſippus, Frail-ware, and their. 
| Wives, in the third AQ, 1s borrow'd from 
 Boccace's Novels Day 8. Nov.8. However the 
Author was of Opinion it deſerved to oper 
In publick ; and therefore prefix'd the follow- 
ing Saying of Horace, 1n his Title-page : 
—— volet hac ſub Iuce videri, 
Fudicts argutum qua non formidat acumen. 


Benjamin JoHNSON. 


I have already drawn ſome ſtrokes of this 
Great Man's Chara&ter, in my Defence of him 
againſt the Attempts of Mr. Dryden ; and there- 
fore ſhall leſs need to make a curious and 
exact Deſcription of all his Excellencies ; 
which otherwiſe are very Great, Noble, and 
Various ; and have been remark'd in parcells 
by ſeveral Hands, but exceed my ſmall Capa- 
City to colle& them into one full View. I 
ſhall therefore rather let them lye diſpers'd, as 
' Scaliger did Yirgil's Praiſes, thro' his whole 
Book of Poetry; contenting my ſelf at _ 
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with giving. the Reader an Account of the pri- 
vate Occurrences of his Life. 
| To begin then with his Nativity: He was 
born in the City of # eftminſter ;, and tho' he 
{ſprang from mean Parents, yet his Admirable 
Parts have made him more Famous than thoſe 
of a more Conſpicuous Extraction. 'Nor do'F 
think it any Diminution to him, that he was 
San-in-law to a Prick/ayer, and work'd at that 
Trade; ſince if we take a Survey of the Re- 
cords of Antiquity, we ſhall find the Createff 
Poets of the mean<ſt Firth; and moſt lIyable to 
the Inconveniencies of Life. Witneſs Homer, 
who bcgg'd from door to door ; Euripides, tra- 
ded in Herbs with his Mother; Plautus was 
forc'd to ſerve a Baker ; N.cvins was a Captain's 
Man; Terence was a Slave to the Generous 
Lucan; Virgil, was the Son of a Basket-maker - 
and yer theſe thought the Obſcurity of their 
Extraction no Diminution to their Worth ; 
nor will any Man of Sence refle&t on Fen. Zohn- 
Jon on this Account, if he ſeriouſly call to Mind 
that ſaying of Zuvenal(*). 


— Nobilitas ſola oft, atg; unica Virtus. 


He was Bred firſt at a Private-School, 1n St. 
Martm's Church, then plac'd at Feftminfter, 
under the, Famous Mr. Cambden, (to whom in 
Gratitude he dedicated his Fourteenth Epi- 
Aram ) afterwards he was ſent to Saint John's 
Colledge in'Cambrizee ; from thence he remo- 
vil to Oxford, and was enter'd of Chrift-Church 
Colledge ; whetie in the 'Year 1619. ( as Mr. 
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Wood (») ſays) he took his Maſter of Arts De- 
gree: tho' Dr. Fuller ſays, (*) © He continu'd 
© there but few Weeks, for want of Mainte- 
*nance, being fain to return to the Trade of 
his Father-1n-law ; where he aſliſted 1n the 
New Building of Lincolus /nn, with a Trowel 
in his Hand, ' amid a Book in his Pocket. Bur 
this Engliſh Maro, was not long before he found 
a Mrcenas and a Yarus, to manumit htm from 
an Employment ſo painful, and furnifht hine 
with means to enjoy his Muſe at liberty, 1n pri- 
vate. 'Twas then that he writ his Excellent 
Plays, and grew into Reputation with the 
moit Eminent of our Nobility and Gentry. 

"Twas then, that Carthwright, Randolph, and 
others of both Univerſities, ſought his Ado- 
ption ; and gloried more in his Friendſhip, and 
the Title of his Sprs, than in their own Well- 

.deſerv'd Chara@ters. Neither did he lefs love, 
or was lefs belov'd by the Famous Poets of his 
Time, Shakſpear, Beaumont, and Fletcher : wit- 
neſs his Copy which he writ on Sha#ſpear, after 
his Death, (*) and his Verſes to F/ercher when 
living (*). 

He was a Man of a very free Temper , and 
withal blunt, and ſomewhat haughty to thoſe, 
that were either Rivals in Fame, or Enemies 
to his Writings : (witneſs his Pofrafter, where- 
in he falls upon Decker, and his anſwer to-Dr. 
Gill, who writ againſt his « Magnetick , 
otherwiſe of a-good Sociable Humour, when 
amongſt his Sons and. Friends in the Apollo : 


"(b) Aatths L. 2. þ# 243- (c) narthies, weltmanſters P. 24 3» 
(4) See his works at the beginning, (c) See mm 
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from whoſe Laws the Reader may poſlibly bet- 
ter judge of his Temper; a Copy of which [ 
have tranſcrib'd for the Learn'd Readers per- 


uſal. 


Leges Convivales, quod fcel1x fauſtumque 
| Convivis in Apo/line lit. 


Nemo aſymbolus, niſt umbra huc venito, 
taiota, mſultus, triſtis, _ abeſto. 
Eruditi, Urban, Fltlares, Modeſt: adſciſcuntur, 

Nec lefte Feming repudiantur. [ efto, 
1n g—m—__ guod convruis corruget nares nil 
_—_ L delefTu potius, quam ſumptu parantur ; 
Obſonator, & Coguus convivarum gule perit! 

De Diſcubitu non contenaitur. [ ſanto; 

eMimniri a Dapibus, oculati, Fy mutt, 

A poculis auritt, & celeres ſunto. [hoſpes, 
Fina puris fontibus miniſtrantur, aut vapulet 
Moderatis poculis provocare ſodales fas to, 
Alt fabults, magis quam vino velitatio fiat, 

Convurue nec mutt, nec loquaces ſunto. 
oe aan aut ſacris,pott, fy ſaturi ne difſerunto, 
Faaicen niſt arcer/itus non vents. 

Aamiſſo riſu, tripudiis, chores, ſaltibus, 
Omn: gratiarum feſtiutate ſacra celebrantur - 

Foci ſme felle ſunto 

In/ipida Poemata nulla recitantur ; 

Verſus ſcribere nullus cogitnr ; 
Argumentationis totius ſtrepitus abeſto ; 
Amatoris querelts,ac ſuſpirits liber angulus eſto, 
Lapitharum more, ſcyphis pugnare, vitrea col- 

lidere, 
Feneſiras excutere, ſupelefilem dilacerare ne 


fas eſto. 


On 
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Quz foras aifta vel fatta eliminet, eliminatur p 
Neminem reum pocula jaciunto. 
Focus perenms efto. 


As to Nis Poetry, I dare not pretend'to give 
a Judgment on 1t, 1t deſerving Cambs above 
what my faint Praiſe can reach, or defcribe : 
therefore thoſe who would be better fatisfy'd 
muſt have recourſe to his Charatter drawn by 
Dr. Fuller, and Mr. Anthony Yo0d in Profſe,and 
by Mr. Carthwright, and the late Mr. O/dham'in 
Verſe; to the foregoing, I might add Mr. Dry. 
den's Dramatick £//ay, which had 1t been writ 
after his Poſtſcript to Granada, might have ato- 
n'd for that unbecoming CharaQter, and had 
ſerv'd for a Pa/mnode ; but ſince he has not that 
I know of thought fit to retra& 1t, give me 
leave to inſert an old Copy of Verſes, which 
ſeems to wipe off the Accuſations of Mr. Jofnr- 

ſon's Enemies (*). 

Ad Benjaminum Johnſonum. © 

1n jus te voco, Jonſon venito : 
Adſum, qui plagii fy male rapine 
Te ad Phabi peragam reum tribunal, 
Affedente choro NovemDearum. 
Ouzdam Dramata ſecilicet diſerta, 

wAuper gue Elylii roſeti in umbra, 

Feftruiſfimus omnium Poeta, 
Plautus compoſuit, Diiſq, tandem : 
Stellato exhibuit poh in T heatro, 
eMovendo ſuperis leves cachinnos, 
Et riſes tetrico Jovi ciends, 
Axe plauſibus imtonante utroque ; 
(*F) Facs-geotiid: Attaniarumy £36 2+ 
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Flec tu Dramata ſcilicet diſerta, 
Clep/i/t: ſuperis negotiofts, 

Rue tu nunc tus venditare pergis - 
{n jus te wco, Jonloni venrto. 
Eun pro te Pater ipſe, Rexg, Phabus 
Afrgh mods Jonſc Hh Ew | 
7 eftatur, tua ſerio fuiſſe 
Tha Dramata, teq; condidiſſe 
Seſe non modo conſcio, at Juvante - 
Unae ergo jib: Plautus ia tandem 
Nattus exhibuit, Foui Deiſque ? 
Maiz Fihus, & Nepos Atlantis, 
Pennatus celeres Pedes, at ungues 
Fiſcatus, volucer puer, vaferque, 
 Furto condere quidlibct —_ 
Ut quondam d gs urs Amorem 
Per ludos videauit, ey Pharetra, 
Sic nuper ( /iquidem ſolet freqguenter 
Tecum ludere, plaudere, oy jocari) 
Negle&tas tibi ilepfit has papyrus 
Secumgue ad Superos abire juſſit 
Jam viftus taceo pudore, vincis 
Phabo Fudice, Jonſon, & Patrons. 


T might here appoſitely enough bring in a 
| Story or two of Ben. Fohnſon's, as In- 

nces of his Debonaire Humor and Readineſs 
at Repartee, did I not fear to be egane Try 
Mr. Dryden, and reckon'd by him and his A 
marers, 1n the number of thoſe grave Gentle. 
men, whoſe Memory (he fays (*) tos the only 
Plea for their being Wits: for this reaſon T 
ſhall forbear, and haſten to give an Account of 
his Works. 


( f } Poſticripr ro Granada» : He 
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He has writ above fifty ſeveral Pieces, which 
we may rank under the Species of Dramatick 
Poetry ; of which-we ſhall give an Account in 
Order, beginning wath one of his beſt Come. 
dies, v13. 

Alchymiſt, a Comedy,aQted in the Year 1610. 
by the Kings Majeſties Servants, with the Al- 
lowance of the Maſter of the Revels ; printed 
fol. Lond. 1640.and dedicated to the Lady moſt 
deſerving her Name and Blood, the Lady Mar 
Hroth, [the Author of the Urania]. Mr.D yeh 
ſuppoſes this Play was copy'd from the Comed 
of Albumazer, as far as concerns the Alchymiſt's 
Character, as the Reader may obſerve from the 
following Lines, (5/0 part of his Prologue, 


to Albumazer revivd; 
Subtle wwas got by our Albumazer, 


That Alchymilt by this Aſtrologer ; 
Here he 1as faſhion'd, and we may ſuppoſe 
He lik'd the Faſhion well who wore the Cloaths. 


Whether this Accuſation be true, I pretend 
not to determine ; but ſure I am, that thas laſt 
Coupler is borrow'd from Mr. Dryden's Dr a- 
matich Eſſay ; (*) where he ſays of Mr. John- 
ſon thus ; Tou will pardon me therefore if 7 pre- 
fume he lou'd the Faſhion, when be wore their * 
Chaths. | 

Hartholomew Fair, a Comedy, atted at the 
Flope'on the Bank-/ide,OfF.31. 10 the Year 1614. 
by the Lady E/:2abeth's Servants, and then de- 
dicated to King James the Firlt, and printed 
fol. Zond. 1640. This Play has frequently 

( g) Pay. 46- 
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appear'd on the Stage, ſince the Reſtauration, 
with great applauſe. | | 

Cataline his Conſpiracy, a T ragedy firſt ated 
In the Year 1611. by the- Kings Majeſtics Ser- 
vants, with Allowance from the Maſter of the 
Revels ; printed fol. Lond. 164.0. and dedicated 
to the great Example of Honour and Virtue, 


the moit Noble #iHiam Farl of Pembroke. 


This Play 1s {ti]] 3n Vogue on the Stage, and 
always preſented with ſucceſs. It was fo well 
approv'd of by the Judictous Feaumont, that he 
writ a Copy of Verſes in praiſe of it, which the 
Reader may find before our Authors Works. 
Nevertheleſs I mult take notice that Mr. Zohn- 
fon has borrow'd very much from the An- 
cients in this Tragedy ; as for Inſtance, part of 
Sy/la's Gholt, 1n the very Entrance of the Play, 
15 copy 'd from the Ghoſt. of 7 anzal/as, in the 
beginning of Seneca's 7 hyeftes. Thus our Au- 
thor has tranſlated a great part of Saluft's Hi- 
ſtory, (tho' with great Judgment and Elegance) 
and inſerted it 1nto his Play. For the Plot? 
ſee Saluſt. Plutarch in the Life of Cicero. Florus 
Lib. 4 C. I. 

Challenge at Tilt; at a Marriage, a Maſque 
printed Fol. Lond. 1640. . 


Chriſtmaſs his Maſque, preſented at Court 


1516. printed Fol Lond. 1640. 
Clor:dia, or Rites to Cloris, and her Nymphs 
rſonated in a Maſque at Court, by the Queens 
Majeſty and her Ladies at Shrove-7ide, 1630. 


printed Fol. Lond. 1640. The Inventors of 
this Maſque were Mr. Fohnſon, and Mr. /nigo 


ones. 
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Cynthia's Revels, or Fhe'Fountain'of ScIf love, 
2a Comical 'Satyr, firſt -a&ted\1n the Year 1600. 
by the then Children of Queen E#l/izaberh's 
Chappel, with the Allowance of the Maſter of 
the Kovale, rinted Foho,' Zond. 1640. and 
dedicated to the Special Fountain of Manners, 
The Coarrt. | | | 

Devil is an Aſs, a Comedy ated in the Year 
1616. by his Majeſbes' Servants, and” printed 
Fol. Lond. 1641. Tho' our Author-\feldome 
borrows any part of his Plot yet inthis Play, 
if I miſtake not, #7r:ipot's giving his Cloak 
to Fitz-dotterel to court his Wife one quarter 
of an Hour, is founded on a Novel in Foccace, 
Day 3. Nov. F. | 

Entertainment of King James, in paſſmg to his 
Coronation, printed in Fol. Zond. 1640. This 
Entertainment was mention'd, I ſuppoſe by the 
Compilers of former Catalogues, becauſe 1tcon- 
fiſts of Speeches of Gratulation (as the Author 
ſtles them) which were ſpoke to his Majeſty 
at Fen-Church, Temple-Bar, and the Strand : 
and therefore beſides the preſidents of former 
Catalogues, which —_ 1n part juſtify me; T 
might be blam'd ſhould I omit xt. The Author 
has plac'd a-Comment throughout to illuſtrate 
and authoriſe his Contrivance. 

» Entertainment in private of the King and 

Queen on May-day in the Morning, at Sir #/- 
liam Cornwaliis's Houle at High-gate,1604.prin- 
ted Fol. Zond. 1640. 

Entertainment of King _ and Queen 
Anne at Theobalds, when the Houſe was de- 
liver'd up, with the poſleflion, to the G_ 

'T »y 
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by the Earl of #, May 22. 1607, The 
Prince of Zane, Brother to the Duke of Gmjſc, 
being then preſent, printed Fol. Zond. 1640. 
Entertainment 1n particular of the Queer. 
and Prince, their!Highneſles, at A//brope, at 
the Lord Spencer's, on Saturday being the 
 Twenty-fifth of Zune 1603. as they came firſt 
into the Kingdome, printed Fol. Lond. 1640. 
Entertamment of #he Two _ of Great 
Brittam, and Denmark, at Theobalds, Fuly 24* 
1606. printed Fol. . Lond. 1640. This Emer- 
tainment 1s very ſhort, and conliſts chiefly of 
Epigrams. | 
| ; Man in his Fiumour, a Comedy acted 
in the Year 1598. by the then Lord Chamber- 
fain's Servants, printed Fol. Lond. 1640. and 
dedicated to the Moſt Learned, and his Ho- 
 nour'd Friend Mr. Cambden, Clarencienx. This 
Play has been reviv'd fince the Civil Wars, 
and was receiv'd with general Applauſe. There 
is 4 new Epilogue writ for this Play, the latter 


part of which 1s y_ by Ben 7ohnſon's Ghoſt. + 


The Reader may find 2t m a Coltecton of Poems 
on ſeveral Occaſions, printed 8%. Lond. 1673. 
See pag. 29. 

very © Man out of his Fiuamoar, a Comical 
Satyr; firſt ated-1n the Year 15099. by the then 
Lord Chamber /lam's Servants ; with allowance 
of the Maſter of the Revels : printed Fol. Zond. 
1640. and dedicated to the Nobleſt Nurſeries 
of Humanity, and Liberty in the Kingdome, 
The [ums of Conrt. This Play was reviv'd at 
the Theatre-Royal, in the Year 1675.at which 
tmea new Prologue, and Epilogue were woe 
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by 70. _ whach were writ by Mr. Duffer. 
2heh oemms BE, pag. 72. &c. This 1s account- 
ed an excellent Old Comedy. FR 
” fortunate {ſles, and their Union celebrated 
in a Maſque deſign'd for the Court, on the 
Tawwelfth-Night, 1626. printed'Fol. Zond. 164.1. 

Golden Age reftor'd, mn a Maſque at Court, 
I615- by the Lords and Gentlemen the King's 
Servants, and printed Fol. Lond. 1641. 

Hymensi, or T he Solemmities of a Maſque and 
Barriers at a Marriage ; printed Fol. Lond.164c. 
To this Maſque are annext, by the Author, 
Learned Notes in the Margin, tor illuſtration 
of the Ancient Greek, and Roman Cuſtoms. 
 ctriſh Maſque at Court, by Gentlemen the 
King's Servants ; printed Fol. Lond. 1640. 

King's Entertainment at Welbeck in Notting - 
ham-ſhire, a Houſe of the Right Honourable 
William Earl of Newcaſtle, at his going into 
Scotland, 1633. printed Fol. Lond. 1640. 

Love free'd from Tgnorance and Fly s Maſque 
of her Majeſtes, printed Fol. Lond.1640. 

Love Reftor'd, in a Maſque at Court, b 
Gentlemen the King's Servants, printed Fol. 
Lond. 1640. 

Love's Triumph thro' Callipolis ; perform'd in 
2 Maſque at Court, 1630. by his Majeſty King 
Charles the Firſt, with the Lords and Gentle- 
men Aſſiſting : the Inventors being Mr. Jobu- 
ſon,and Mr.{nigo Tones : printed Fol. Lond. __ 
- Love's Welcome ; the King and Queen's En- 
—_— at —— at the Ear = _— 
caſtlke's; the 30? of Fuly, 1634. and printe 
Fol. Lond. 1641. Tay » ETA 
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Magnetick Lady, or Filumours Reconcil'd, a 
Comedy acted at the Plack-fryars, and printed 
Fol. Lond. 1640. This P 4 1s generally e- 
ſteem'd an Excellent Play: tho' in thoſe days 
it found ſome Enemies; amongſt which Dr. 
Gill Maſter of Pauls School, or at leaſt his Son, 
writ a Satyr againſt it: part of which (the 
whole being too long) I ſhall take the pains to 


tranſcribe. 


But to adviſe thee Ben, m this friſt Ape, 
A Brick-kills better for thee than a Stage. 
T hou better know'ſt a Ground/il for 10 lay, 
Then lay the Plot or Ground-work oa Play, 
And better can't direft to Cap a Chrmnney, 
Then to converſe with Clio, or Polyhimny. 

Fall then to work in thy old Age $*n, 
Take up thy Trug and Trowel, gentle Ben, 
Let Plays alone : or if thou needs will write, 
And thruft thy feeble Muſe mto the light ; 
Let Lowen ceaſe, and Taylor ſcorn to touch 
T he hathed Stage, for thou haſt made it ſuch. 


But to ſhew how fiercely Per could repartee 
on any one that had abus'd him, TI will preſent 
the Reader with his anſwer. 


Shall the proſperity of a Pardon ti 

Secure thy railing Rhymes, infamous Gill, 
At libellmg ? Shall no Star-Chamber Peers, 
Pullory, nor Whip, nor want of Ears 

All which thou haſt incurr'd  deſervedy 
Nor Degradation from the miſty, 

To be the Denis of thy Father's School, 

Keep m thy bawling Wit, thou bawling Nd 

hink- 
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Thinking to ftir me, thou haſt oft thy End, 
Tl Jangh I poor the the, go ſend | 
7 I Muſe abroad, and teach 1t rather 
A Tune to drown the Ballads of thy Father - 
For thou haſt nought to care his Fame, 
But Tune and Noiſe the Eccho of his Shame. 
A Rogue by Statute, cenſur'd to be whipt, 
Cropt branded, ſlit neck-ſtockt ; go, you are ftript. 


eMaſgue at the Lord Viſcount Hadington's 
Marriage at _—_ on Shrove-T uecſaay at Night 
1608. and printed fol. Lond. 164.0. 

Maſque of Augurs, with ſeveral Antimaſques, 

preſented on 7welfzh-n;zht 1622. printed fol. 
Lond. 1640. 

e Maſque of Owls at Kenehworth, preſented by 
the Ghoſt of Captain Coxe, mounted on his 
Hobby-horſe, 1626. printed fol. Lond. 1640. 

aſgue of Queens, celebrated from the 
Houſe of Fame, by the Queen of Great Britain 
with her Ladies, at Whitehall, Febr. 2. 1609. 
This Maſque is adorned with learned Notes, 
for the Explanation of the Author's Deſign. 
He was aſliſted in the Invention and Archite- 
ture of the Scenes throughout, by Mr. /nigo 
Jones. ; ; 

Maſque preſented in the Houſe of the Right 
Honourable the Lord Faye, by divers of Noble 
Quality his Friends ; for the Entertainment 
of Monſieur Le Baron de Tour, Extraordinary 
Ambaſlador for the French King ; on Saturday 
the 22. of Feby. 1617. printed fol. Lond. 1617. 

Metamorphos'd Gypſies, a Maſque thrice pre- 
ſented to King James : firlt at Burleigh on the 

S 4 Hill ; 
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Hill ; next at Bekvoyr ; and laftly at Findſor 
in Auguſt 1621. printed fol. Lone x6; I. Os 
Mercury Vindicated from the Alchymiſts at 
Court, by Gentlemen the King's Servants, 
printed fol. Lond. 1640. 
 eMeortimer's Fall, a Tragedy, or rather a 
Fragment, 1t being jult begun, and left 1mper- 
fed by his Death : tho' the Reader may ſee the 
Model of each AQ, by the Argument publiſhr 
before it, printed toL Lond. 1640. 

Meptune's 7riumph for the Return of Albion, 
celebrated in a Maſque at Court,on theT welfth- 
Night 1644. printed fol. Lond. 1641. 

News from the New World diſcovered in the 
Moon, a Maſque preſented at Court before King 
James 1620. and printedfol. Lond. 1641. 

Oberon, the Farry Prince, a Maſque of Prince 
Henries, printed'tol. Lond. 1640. On this Play 
the Author has writ Annotations. 

Pan's Anniverſary, or The Shepherd's Holy- 
aay ; a Maſque preſented at Court before King 
$1625. and printed fol. Zond. 1641. In 
the Decorations our Author was affilted by the 
aboye-mention'd Mr. 7ones. 
_ Pheafure reconctf'd to Firtue, 2 Maſque pre- 
ſented at Court before King James, 1619. to 
which were made fome Additions for ihe F7o- 
vour of Wales. This in former Catalogues 
a mention'd as a Maſque diſtin from the 
other. | | 
age, or His Arraignment, 2. Comical 
Satyr acted 1n the Year 1601. by the then 
Children of his Majeſties Chappel, with the 
Allowance of the Maſter of the Revels; Pong 
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 Dramatich Poets. 
fol. Lond. 1640. and dedieated to the Vertuous 
and his Worthy Friend, Mr. Richard Marti. 
I have already ſpoken of this Play im the Ac. 
count of Decker's Sztyromaſtix ; and I muſt fur. 
ther add, I heartily wiſh for our Author's Repu. 
tation,that he had not been the Agreſſor in this 
Quarrel ; but being altogether ignorant of the 
Provocations given him, I mult ſuſpend my 
Judgment, and leave 1t to better Judges to de- 
termine the Controverſy. Our Author has ad- 
orn'd this Play with ſeveral Tranſlations from 
the Ancients, as Ovid. Amor. lib. 1. Eles. 1s. 
Horatis Sat. lib. x. Sat. 9. lib. 2. Sat. 1. Prrgiliz 
Enerd. lib. 4. with _— f Blackneſ 
en's 2ues ; the firlt of Blackneſs, per- 

or yy £1 Court at Fhrtehall, on x 
Twelfth-Night 1605. the ſecond of Beauty, was 
preſented in the ſame Court at #4:tehall, on 
the Sunday Night after the Twelfth-Nzght 1608. 
printed fol. Zond. 1640. | 

Sad Shepherd, or A Tale of Robin Hood; 
2 Paſtoral, printed fol. Zond.1641. This Play 
is left imperfe&, there being but two Ads, an 
part of the third finiſher. 

Sejanus's Fall,a Traged yficit ated in the Year 
1603. by the Kings Majelties Servants,with the 
| Allowanceof the Maſter of the Revells, printed 

fol. Zond. 1640. and dedicated to the No leſs 


Noble by Virtue than Blood, Z/mme Lord A- 
; is Play 1s generally commended by 
all Lovers of Poetry; and uſher'd into the 
World by nine Copys of Verſes, one of which 
was writ by Mr. George Chapman. *Tis found- 
the Author in a former E- 

T 4 dition, 


cd on Hiſtory ; and 
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dition, publiſhed taon I6oy. has printed 
uotations throughout ; the Reaſons where. 
of take in his own Words, ( being part of the 
Preface to that Edition) (*) *The next 15, leaſt 
<;n ſome nice Noſtrils, the Quotations might 
<{favour affeted, I do let you know, That I ab- 
© hor nothing more; and have only done it to 


©ſhew my Integrity in the S/ory, and ſave my 


© ſelf in thoſe common Torturers, that bring 
© all Wat to the Rack: whoſe Noſes are ever 
© like Swine, ſpoiling and rooting up the _ 
©Gardens ; and their whole Bodies like Moles, 
© 25 blindly working under Earth, to caſt any, 
©the leaſt hills, upon Vertue. For the Story, 
the Reader may conſult 7 acitus's Annals, lib.2, 
4,5. Suctonius 1n the Lite of 7 tberius. Dion. &C. 

Silent Woman, a Comedy firlt ated in the 
Year 1609. by the Children of her Majeſties 
Revels, with the Allowance of the Maiter of 
the Revels; printed fol. Zond. 1640. and ded1- 
cated to the truly Noble, by all Titles,Sir Frar- 
cis Stuart, Part of this Play 1s borrow'd from 
the Ancients,as ACt 1. Sc. 1. part from Ovid de 
Arte Amandi. AC 2 Sc.'2. part from Juvenal. 
Sat. $5. At 2. Sc. y. part from P/autus's Aulula- 


11a A&t 3. Sc. 5. with other paſſages. Notwith- © 


ſtanding which, this Play 1s Accounted by all 
One of the beſt Comedies we have extant; a 
thoſe who would know more, may be. amply 
ſatisfied by the peruſal of the dnledons Exa» 
men of this Play made by Mr. Dryden (i). 
Speeches at Prince Henry's Barriers, printed 
fol. Zond.1640. Thele Speeches being printed 
(Hh) Preface. ( j ) Dramatick Eſſay, Þ+ 50s T 


amongſt 
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amonglt his other Maſques, and always reckon- 


ed under that Species of Poetry, by others, in 


former Catalogues, I could not omar their Men- 
tion 1n this place. * 


Staple of News, a Comedy ated 1n the Year 
1 


1625. by his Majeſhies Servants, and printed 
fol. Zond. 1631. The Author introduces four 
Gollips on the Stage, who continue during the 
AtQtion,and criticite on the Play. This was pra- 
Aiſed more than once ; ma aber Every man out 
of his Flumor, and «Magnetick Laay : and herein 

e was follow'd by Fletcher, (as I have al- 
ready obſerv'd (*)) in His Anght of the Burn- 


ing-peſtle. 
| F ale of a Tub, a Comedy, printed fol. Lond. 


I640. | 
Pe vindicated to himſelf, and to his FHo- 
ours; a Maſque,preſented at Court on 7 welfth- 
Night 1623. and printed fol. Lond. 1641. 
Yifion of Delight, a Maſque preſented at 
C_ in Chriſtmas 1617. and printed fol. Lond. 
1641. 
LYulpone, or The Fox, a Comedy ; firſt ated 
in the Year 16os. by the Kings Majeſbes Ser- 
vants, with the Allowance of the Maſter of the 
Revells ; printed fol. Lond.1640. and dedicated 
to both Univerſities in the following form : 
© To the moſt Noble and moſt Equal Siſters, the 


©two Famous Univerſities; for their Love and 


* Acceptance ſhewn to his Poem in the Preſen-. 


*tation, Ben. Johnſmm the grateful Acknow- 
© ledger, dedicates both it and himſelf, This 
Play 1s writ in Imitation of the Comedy of the 


(kJSee pap. 210, 
ver ry An. 
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Ancients, and the Argument 1s form'd into am 
Acroftich, like thoſe of Plautus, which are ſaid 
to be writ by Preſcian, or ſome other Eminent 
Grammarian. It 1s {till in vogue at the The- 
atre in Dorſet-Garden, and its value 1s ſuffici- 
ently manifeſted by the Verſes of Mr. Zeax- 
wort, and Dr. Donne. 

All theſe Plays with ſeveral other Poems and 
Tranflations, and an Znglfh Grammar, are 
printed together 1n two Volumes in Foho. 

He has three other Plays, which are omit- 
ted in theſe Volumes, tho' for what reaſon, I 
know not; two of which are printed 1n 49. and 
the third in 89. of which we are now to ſpeak. 

Cafe 7s alter 'd, a pleaſant Comedy, ſundry 
times afted by the Children of the Black fry- 
ars,and printed 49. Lond.1609. In this Comedy 
our Author hath very much made uſe of P/au- 
7us, as the Learned Reader may obſerye b 
comparing His Au/ularia, and Capterver, wit 
_ this Comedy. 

Widow, a Comedy atted at the Private Houſe 
in Plack-fryars with great applauſe, by his late 
Majeſties Servants, and printed 4o. Zond.16s 2. 
This Play was writ by Mr.Zohnſon, Mr. Fletcher, 

and Mr.Mrddleron,and firſtpubliſht by Mr. Mex- 
 ender Gough, a great lover of Plays, who he]Jpt 
Mr. Moſely the Bookſeller to this,. and ſeveral 
other Dramatick Manuſcripts, as the Paſſtonate 
Lovers. 2, parts ; The Queen, or The Excellency 
of her Sex, [ok It was reviv'd not many Years 
ago, at the King's Houſe, with a new 455 38 
and Epilogue, which the Reader may find in 
London Drollery, p. 11,12. Ne 

cw. 
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New-Tnn, or The Light Heart, a Comedy 

never ated, but moſt neghgently play'd by ſome 
the Kings Servants; and more {queamiſhly be- 
held, and cenſured by others, the Kings Sub- 
Jes 1629. Now art laſt ſer at I1berty tothe Rea- 
.ders, his Majeſties Servants and SubjeQts, tobe 
Judg 0; printed 89. Lond. 1631. 

he Reader may ſee by this Title-page, that 
the Play ſucceeded not anſwerable to our Au- 
thor's ExpeQation, and the juſt Merit ( as he 
thought) of his Play ; which may be conjetu- 
red, from the Ode which he publiſhc at the 
End of this Play ; which as being pertinent ts 
ng paryathy I tranſcribe at large. 

he juſt Indjgnation the Author took at the 
PYulear Cenſure of his Play, begat this following 
Ode 70 himſeff. | 


Come, leave the loathed Stage, 
Lind the more hathſome Age : 
Where Pride and 7 nce (in faſhion knit) 
Uſurp the Chair of Wit | 
tnditing and arraigning my day 
Something they call a Play. 
Let therr po Fx vaine 
Commuſſton of the Braine 
Run on, aud rage, ſweat, cenſure, and condemn : 
' They were not made for thee Jeſs thou for them. 


Say that thou pour ft them Wheat, 
Lind they will Acorns eat : | 
'T were ſimp \ftill, thy felfW w09/te 
Teuff = uch as have no 7 -—_ 
0 cffer them a furfet of pure vre. 
Whoſe print: {goes dead ? 


' Nh, 
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Vo, give them Grames their fill, 
| Hlusks, Draff, to arink, and ſw:ll. | 
tf they love Lees, and leave the lufty Wine, 
Envy them not their palate, with the Swine. 


No doubt ſome moulay Take, 
Like Pericles ('); andflale 
As the Shrieve's Cruſts, and naſly as his Fiſh--- 
ſcraps, out of every Difh, 
Thrown forth,and rak't into the Common-tub, 
 eMay keep up the Play-Club : 
There, Sweepings do as well 
' As thebeſt erder d Meale. 
For, 1who the _ of theſe Gueſts will fit, 
Need' ſet them, but The Almes-basket of Wit 


And much good dd't you then : 
Brave Pluſh, and Velvet Men ; 

Can feed on Orts: And ſafe in your Stage-clthes, ' 
Dare Quit upon your Oathes, 
TheStagers,gy theStage-wrights too(your Peers) 
Of lardimng your large Ears 

With their foul Comick Socks ; 
Wrought upon twenty Blocks - 
W, hich if they re torn, gy turn dey patcht enough, 
T he Gameſters ſhare your guilt gyyou their fluff. 
Leave things ſo proſtitute. 
nd take the Alczick Lute ; 
Or thme own Horace, or Anacreon's Lyre ; 
Warm thee by Pundar's fire - 
| And tho' thy Nerves be ſhrunk,and Bod be cold, 
= ire Tears have maat thee old ; 
| Strike that diſdainful Heat 
Throughout, to their defeat : 
(1) 4 Play writs by vhakclpcars © 
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As curious Fools, and ettvious of thy Strain, 
May, bluſhing, ſwear ne Pally 's in thy Brain. 


But when they hear thee ſing 
The Glories bf thy King, 
His zeal to God, and his juſt awe o're Men ; 
They may blood ſhaken then, 
Feel ſuch a my to poſſeſs their powers ; 
As they ſhall cry like ours 
In found of Peace, or Wars, 
No Harp ere hit the Stars, 
In tuning forth the Atts of his ſweet raign : 
' And rai/mg Charles his Chariot 'bove his Wain. 


This Ode ſufficiently ſhews what a high O- 
pinion ourAuthor has of -his own Perform- 
ances; and like Ariftotle in Phihoſophy, and 
Peter Lombard, ( The Maſter of the 7 6 Boney 
ces ) in School-Druinity ; our Ben. lookt upon 
humſelf as the only Maſter of Poerry; and 
thought it the Duty of the Age, rather to 
ſubmit to, than diſpute, much leſs oppoſe his 
Judgment. "Twas great pity, that he that was 
ſo great a Maſter in Poetry , ſhould not retain 
that old Axiom in Morality, Noſce Ti "Pp um: a 
Sentence ſo highly admar'd by Zuvenal(®), that 
he ſeems to think 1t above the Conception of 


Chilon, ſaying, 


e calo deſcendit, yyu% nav1Þy, 
Figendum, oy memori trattandum pettore. 

He had then prevented that ſharp Reply made 

by the Ingenious Mr. Fe/tham, to this Magiſte- 

r1al Ode ; and which could not chuſe but vex 
( m ) datyi. 11, | 


a 
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a Perſon of our Author's Haughty Temper: | 
but he was a Man, and Gbjett oo ” # our-ooly 
as well as others ; tho' abating for his too much 
abounding in his own Sence, ( an Epidemical 
Diſtemper we; the Fraternity of Par- 
 #a/jus) he had not his Equal in his Time for 
Poetry. | 
| _ preſented the Reader with Mr. John- 
ſon's Ode, 1t may not be 1m m__ for me per- 
haps to As nor unpleaſant to him, to 
peruſe Mr. Feltham's Anſwer. 


Ar Anſwer to the Ode, Come leave the 
loathed Stage, &c. 


Come leave this ſawcy way 
Of baitmg thoſe that pay 
. Dear for the ſight of your declumg Wit : 
'Tis known tt 1s not fit, 
T hat a Sale Poet, juft contempt once thrown 
Should cry up thus his own, 
{ wonder by what Dower, 
Or Patent, you had power 
Fromall to rape a judgment. Let't ſuffice, 
Had you been modeſt, y'ad been granted wiſe, 
'T is known you can do well, | 
And that you do excel, 
As a Tranſlator : But when thmgs require 
A Genius, and Fire, 
Not handled heretofore by others pains ; 
As oft y' ave wanted Brains 
And Art t6 firike the White, 
As you have level d right : 
Tet if Men vouch not things Apochryphal, 
Tou bellow, rave, andſpatter round your Gall. 
Jug, 
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Jug, Pierce Peck, FIG ), and all 


Tour Feſts ſo nomin 
Are thmgs [0 far beneath an able Bran, 


As they do throw a Stain 
Thro' all th' unlikely Phot, and do diſpleafe 
As deep as Pericles. 
Fhere yet there 1s not laid 
Before a Chamber-matid [old 


Diſcourſe ſo weigh'd (*) as might have ſeryd 0 
For Up wh —_ they of Ne Fiche ls 


Rage then ? when the Show 
Should Fudgment be and Know----(2) 
ledge, there are m m_ who on to drudge 


For Stages, yet can 6s jucgr | 
Not only Poets heeſer Lines, but Wits, 
And all their Pe) grouſe ts. 
A Gift as rich, as hig 
Ts be Poic: p 
Tet tho' m ſport it be for Kings a P 
Tis next Mechanicks, ns a UK 


Alczus Lute had none, 
Ar looſe Anacreon, 
Ere ranght, jo bold aſſuming of the _ 
they deſerv'd no pr 
To rail Men into CG 
1s new 70 yours alone ; 
And proſpers not : For know, 
Fame 1s as coy, as you 
Can be diſdainful ; and who dares to prove 
<1 Tape on her, ſhall gather ſcorn, not Love. 
"a; The Names of ieveral Dramat.Perſon. (0)  New-Irn, 3s 


Sc. 2, AQ 4.Sc.4. (p) This Break was purpaſcly delign'd by the < 
Port, to ape thar in Ben's chird S.amza, 
Leave 
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Leave then this humour vain, 
LHAnd this more humorous Strain, 
Where Self-conceit, and Choler of the Blood 
Eclipſe what elſe is good - 
Then if you pleaſe e thoſe Raptures high to tquch, 
Whereof you boaſt ſo much ; 
And but forbear your Crown, 
Till the World puts it on : 
No doubt from all you may amazement draw, 
Since braver Theme no Phebus ever ſaw. 


— This Haughty Humour of Mr. Fohnſon was 

blam'd, and carpt at by others, as well as Mr. 
Feltham : amongſt the reſt, Sir John Suckhng, 
that Neat Facetious Wit, arraign'd him at the 
- Seffions of Poets (4); and had a fling at this Play 
In particular : tho' we may ſay,compar'd to the 
former, He did only circum pracordia ludere ; 
laught at, and railly his unreaſonable Selt-opi- 
nion ; as you ma for in the following Lines : 
the firſt Stanza of which tho'already mention'd 
in the Account of Zeywood, I crave my Readers 
| leave to repeat, that he may read our Author's 
Character entire : 


The firſt that broke ſilence was good Old Ben, 

Prepar'd before with Canary Wme; | Bays, 

And he told them plainly that he deſery'd the 

For his were call 4 Works, where others were 
but Plays. 


py 


And 


Bid them remember how he had purg'd theStage 
Of Errors that had laft any an Age : 


(q) $5 uckling's Pocms, P* 7. 


(*) Aud 


6 bs. 
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(*) And he hop'd they did not think, the Silent 


Woman, + Fe 
The Fox,and the Alchymult outdone by no Mas. 


. Apollo ſtop? him there, and bid him not go on, 
Tas Merit, he ſaid, and not Preſumption 
Muſt carry't ; at which Ben. turn'd about, 
And m great Choller offer'd to go out : © 
| But, 
T hoſe that were there, thought it not fit 
To diſcontent ſo ancient a Wit; 
- And therefore Apollo calld him back agen, 
And made him mime Holt of his own New-Inn. 


- T know nothing elſe publiſhed by our Au- 
thor; only I have read a Letter (\) from-Mr. 
Fames Howell to Dr. Duppa, ( then Biſhop. of 
Chicheſter, and Tutor ro King Charles the Se- 
cond, when Prince of Wales) that he was pub- 
Iiſhing .a Piece call'd, Fohnſonus Yerbins.; . to 
which Mr. Zowe#/t contributed a Decaftich. 1 
know nog what Reception Mr. Z/awe/'s Verſes 
met with in the World; but I am coufidear, 
he had willingly allowed Mr. O/tham's Ode 
(had he then lvd) a place in the firſt Rank of 
Poets. The Title ſufficiently explains the De- 
ſign ; and the Reader may find it commended 
by an Ingenious Copy of Verſes addreſt to the 
Biſhop by Sir F. 7” Avenant. Sec his Poems 
Fol. Edit. p. 253. 

_ Hedied 4s. D. 1637. being aged 63. and was 


(r) 1 underſtand nor chis Coupler, without che Expreſzion be 
taken after the Greek manner, where two Negztives make an Af- 
ftmacive; and then they do vebementins negare, {ſ) Familiar + 
Letters, Pol. 1. Sr, 6. Le'. 31. = 
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buried in St. Peter's Church in Feflmnter, on 
the Weſt-ſide near the Belfry ; having only a 
plain Stone over his Grave, with this Infcri- 
prion ; | 
O RARE BEN FO HNSON. 


"Tis manifeſt, that a better Monument was 
deſign'd him, by fome Friends; bus the Civil . 
Wars breaking out, hindred their good Inten- 
tions : tho' it ſhall not prevent me frony tran- 
ſcribing an Elegy written by a Studious Krend 
and Admirer of Pex. Johnſon; which F wiſh 
were ſet upon his Grave. 

Hic Johnſanus wefter Zyricorum, Dramatico- 
rumg, Coryphaus, qui Pallade auſpice laurum 

a Gracia ipſag, Roma raput!, oy fart; Quinte 

in Brittaniam tranſtulit noſtram, nunc' muidia 

"major, fato, nac tamen amaulis coffit. - An. 

Dom. 1637. Id. Nov. (*) | Net 


Thomas JoRDaN.: . 


An Author that liv'd in the Reign of King 
Charles the Firſt, who could, both write and a& 
Plays ; as apyears from three Drammas he has 
publiſht, and from, a Tragedy, call'd Mefalina, 
In which he acted the. part of Le da, Mother 
to, that ſhameleſs Langeels. Has Pla are two 
Comedies, and a Maſque; vs. | 

Fancies Feſtivals, a Maſque, printed 49. Lond. 
16----- This, I have not at preſent, but have 
formerly read 1t with Gnofadion, and ſtill re- 
rain the following Lines ſpoken by a Souldier ; 


() wood, Atiq. Oxon. | 
God, 


 Humors of 
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God, and the Souldier,. Men althe adore, 
Fuſt at the brink of danger, and no mare : 
The danger paſt both are alike requited, 
God 7s Reoariew, and the Souldier /lighted. 


 eMoney 15 ati' Aſs, a Comedy ated with good 
_—_ printed 49. Zond. 1668. I ſuppole by 
the Stile, this was writ (and poflibly publiſh'd) 
fome Years before; 1t being a common thing 
with Mr. Air&man, to publiſh 01d Plays ; as, Any 
thing for a Qatet Life; Care for a Cuckold ; 
Gammer Gurton's Needle, and' many others. 


Walks of Iflington, and Hogſdon, with the 

oth Leto a Comedy, 
publickly ated Nineteen Days together, with 
extraordinary applauſe ; printed 42. Lond.1657. 
and dedicated to the true Lover of Ingenuity, 
the much Honour'd Richard Cheyny,of Hackney 
Eſq; This Play in thoſe days was commended 
by a Copy of Verſes, written by Z. C. Maſter 
of Arts; part of which are thus: : 


T7 heſe Walks 'twixt Ulington &y Hogſdon,wi// 
(Like thoſe 't1wixr Tempe and Parnaffus F771) 
Show, how the Mnſes m their ſporrfull Rage, 
Ser all the T own a walkins to your Stage, 
With ſo muth Wit, and Art, and Tudement laid, 
That Nineteen a__ together they were play'd. 
Aow by. the bounty of the Preſs we be 
Pole dof that which we before did ſee, 

'or pleaſing only Nineteen times read ore, 
But Nineteet Ages, ot til Times no more. 


U > William 
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William JoyNnER. 


A Gentleman born in Oxfordſhire, and Fdu- 
cated in Mazdalen Colledge, where he was 
ſometime Fellow ; but upon the Change of his 
Religion, or in order to it, he voluntarily 
quitted his Place, in the beginning of the 
Wars. After he left the Collcdge, he betook 
himſelf to a cetic'd Life, never intermedling 
with the Controverlſics of Religion, or the At- 
fairs of State : which prudent Demeanor, joy n- 
ed with the Sweetneſs of his Diſpoſition, con- 
tinved him in the Favour and Good-will of the 
Society; till the New-modelling of the Col- - 
ledge,under the Zccle/taſtical Commiſſuners ; by 
whom he was re-placcd 1n his former Station : 
but did not Jong enjoy 1t, the Colledge being 
ſhortly after again reſtored to its former Settlc- 
ment. "That he did not wholly bid Adieu to 
the Haſcs, when he firlt withdrew from the 
Univertity, may appear by a Dramma that he 
publiih'd under the Name of _ | 

The Roman {mpreſs, a Tragedy acted atthe 
Royal Theatre by his Majelties Servants ; 
Yrinted «49. Loud. 1671. and dedicated to the 

lonourable Sir Charles Sidley. This Play in 
ipight of adead Vacation, and lome other [m- 
pediments, found the on and approba- 
tion of the Theatre, as oft as 1t appear d. The 
Author has propos'd the Oedipus and Ts 
for his pattern; and I think it may juſtly de- 
ſerve to be obſerv'd, That his Tragedy 1s Writ 
in a more Maſculine, and lofty Stile than moſt 
Pliysof this Age; and Terror and Compallion 


being 
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being the chief hinges on which he dFfign'd 
his Tragedy ſhould turn; he has judictouſly 
rejected what he calls the Gingling Antithefes 
ot Love and Honour. By the Advice of Friends, 
he tells us,that he hath diſguis'd theNames : yet 
that this Emperour was One of the Greateſt- 
that ever Rome boaſted. T am apt to believe, 
. that under the Character of Yalentins, the An- 
thor means Conſtantine the Great; and that 
_— and his Mother-in-law Fauſtina, are 
ſhadow'd nnder the CharaQters of Florus and 
Fulya-: but this being only Conje&ture, I muſt 
leave it to the Criticks Deciſion. 

Our Author has nothing elfe in print that 
I know of, except a little Book entituled Some 
Obſervations on the Liſe of Cardinal Reginaldus 
Polus; where he diſguiſcs his Name under theſe 
two Letters, G. L. which I take to be Gnuihel- 
mus Lyde, the Ancient Name of that Family: 
*T1s printed 80. Lowd. 1686. In this Book, the 
Reader is made acquainted not only with the 
Authors Reading, Stile, and Judsment ; bur his 
Skill in the French, and [tahan, Languages. 


K. 
Henry KILLEGREW. 


N Author who liv'd in the Reign of King 

— Charles the Firſt, and ——— c_ 7 
onſpiracy, a T rage rinted 49. Lond.1538. 
This | xa.Ah defipn'd For an Entertainment 
of the King and Queen at 7or&-Houle, at the 
Nuptials of the Lady Mary Pulters, and the 
U 3 Lord 


Ht budges 


310 Aw decount of the 
Lord Charks Herbert. "Twas afterwards ated 
on the 4 lack-fryars Stage, (*) and found the ap- 
probanien of the molt Excellent Pexteas of this 
ind of Writing which were 1n that time, if 
tnere were ever better in any tame ; Hen 7obn- 
ſon, being then alive, who gave a Teſtimony of 
this Pexce even to be envy'd. Some Cavillers at 
1ts firſt Repreſentation ar Þlackſryars,exclaim'd 
againſt the /udecoram that appear'd 1n the part 
of Clander, who being repreſented as a Perſon 
of {eyenteen years old, 15 made to ſpeak words, 
that would better ſure with the Age of Tharty; 
ſaying, It was monſtrous and impoſſible : bur 
the Author was ſufhciently vindicated by 
the Lord Viicount: Fau/t/and, who made the 
following Repartee, to One of theſe Zypercr;- 
zicks ; *Sir, 'tis not altogether ſo monſtrous, 
© and 1mpollible, for One of Seyentcen Years 
©to at op at ſuch a rate; when He that made 
*ham ſpeak in that manger,and writ the whole 
* Play, was Himſelf no Older. Thas Impreſſion 
Was printed without the Authors'conſentfrom 
a falſe and an imperfe& Tranſcript, the Ori- 
rout Copy being (with the Author) in /7za// ; 
o that 2t might rather be call'd the Firſt De: 
ſign, or Foul Draughe, than a True Copy. 
'I his occaſioned a new Edition, and the Pub. | 


liſher impos'd on 1t a New Title, that it might 


ſhew 2s httle Afﬀinity as poſlible, to (what he 
calls) its Anti-type ; {bling 1t, KY. 

' Pallgnins and HFudere, a Tragedy; printed 
iol- £oud. 1653. To this Editzon, 1 recom- 
mend the Reader, remembring that-of MHortial. 
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e Multum crede mihi, refert, a fonte bibatur 
Rus fintt, an pigro gue ftapet unda lac. 
Thomas KiLLEGREW. 


A Gentleman well known at Court, /hav1 
been Page of Honour to King Charles the Firlt, 
and Groom of the Bed-chamber to King Charles 
the Second, with whom he 'endur'd twenty 
Years Exile. During his abode beyond = 
he took a view of Fraxce, /taly, and Span, a 
was Honoured by his Majeſty with the Credi- 
table Employ of Reſident at the State of Ye- 
_ mice, ehiches he was ſent 1n Auguſt 1651. Du- 
ring his Abſence from his Country, he di- 
| verted himſelf with the Muſes, writing ſfe- 
veral Playes, of which Sir John Denham (1n a 
. Jocular way) takes notice 1n his Copy of Ver- 
ſes on our Author's Return from his Embaſhe 
from Yentce (*). | | 
0 
Our Reſident Tom, 
From Venice ts come, 

And hath left the Stateſman behind him : 
Talks at the ſame pitch, 
1s as wiſe, 2s as rich, 


ind zuft where you left him you find him. 
| II | 


But who ſays he was not 
A man of much Plot 

e May repent that falſe Accuſation ; 
Having plotted and penn'd 
Six Plays to attend 
T he Farce of his Negotiation. 
_ (b) Derbim's Pony p. 0. 
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Tho' Sir Zhu Denham mentions but ſix, our 
Author. writ nine Plays in his Travells, and 
twoat Zondou,amongſt which his Dow T homaſo, 
in two parts, and his Par/on's Wedding, will al- 
ways be valu'd by the belt Judges and Admirers 
of Dramatick Poetry. Ot theſc Eleven Plays, 
© T ſhall ſpeak 1n their Order. 

Bellamira ber Dream, or Love of Shadows, a 
Tragi-comedy, the firſt Part, printed fol. Lond. 
1663. written in Zenztce, and dedicated to the 
Lady Mary hers, Dutcheis of Richmond and 
Lenox. - 1H 2Þy 5: 

Bellamira her Dream, the ſecond Part, a 
Tragi-comedy, written in Yenzce ; printed fol. 
Lond. 1663. and dedicated to the Lady /Amne 
Pliers, Counteſs of ' Xfjex. 

Cicila and Clorman, or Love m Arms, a Tra- 
gi-comedy, the firſt Part,printed fol. Loud.1663. 
written 1n Turn, and dedicated to the Lady 
Anne /1lliers, Counteſs of Morton. 

Cicilia and Clormaa, the ſecond Part, a Tragi- 
comedy printed fol. Lond.1663. written in Fh- 
rence 10 Auzuſt 1651.and dedicated to the Lady 
Dorothy Sidney, Counteſs of Sunderland. The 
firſt Scene between Amadeo, Lucius, and Man- 
[ras, feems copicd trom the CharaQters of 4z/a- 
tiaas, Artabes, and Megabiſes, in the Grand 
Cyrus ; ice the Hiſtory of Aplatiaas and Ame- 
firis, Part 1. Book 3. | 

Claracilia, a Tragi-comedy, printed - Folio 
Lond. 1663. written.in Rome, and dedicated to 
his Dear Siſter the T.ady Sharmon. On this 
Play, and 7he Priſoners, Mr. Carthwright has 
writ an ingenious Copy of Verlſes, which the 

| Reader 
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Reader may find amongſt his Poems, p. 258. 

Parſon's Wedding, a Comedy printed Folio 
Lond. 1663. written at Baſil in Switzerland, 
and dedicated tothe Lady Urſula Bartu,Widow. 
This Play was reviv'd at the Old Theatre, 1n 
little Lucolns-Znn-fields, and afted all by Wo- 
men, a new Prologue and Epilogue being ſpo- 
ken by Mrs. Marſhal in Man's Cloaths, which 
the Reader may find printed in Covent-Garden 
Drollery, 80. pag. 3. (xc. The Intrigue of Care- 
{eſs and Wild circumventing the Lady Wild, 
and Mrs.Pleaſance into Marriage, 1s an Incident 
in ſeveral Plays, as Ram-Alley, Antiquary, &Cc. 
but in none ſo well managd as 1n this Play. 

Pilerim, a Tragedy printed Fol. Lond.1663. 
written in Parzs in the Year 1651. and dedt- 
cated to the Counteſs of Carnarun. 

Princeſs, or Love at firſt ſteht, aTragi-comedy 
printed Fol. Lond. 1663. written 1n /Vaples,and 
dedicated to his - Dear Neece, the Lady Anne 
Wentworth, Wife to the Lord Lovelace. 

Priſoners, a Tragi-comedy printed Fol. Lond. 
1663. written in London, and dedicated to his 
Dear Neece, the Lady Crompton. 

Thomaſo, or The Wanderer, a Comedy in two 
Parts, printed Fol. Lend. 1663. and dedicated 
to the Fair and Kind Friends of Prince Pala. 
tine Polexander. In the firſt part of this Play 
the Author has borrow'd ſeveral Ornaments, 
as the Song ſung by Angelica AEt 2. Sc. 3. 15 ta- 
ken from F/etcher's Play call'd The Captam Act. 
He has made uſe of Fer Johnſon conſiderably, 
for not only the Character of: Zopus, but even 


the very Words are copied from Zohniſort's For, 
where 


dhe - 
I 
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where #uſpone perionates Scoto of Mantua: as 
the Reader will ſee by comparing At 4. Sc. 2. 
of this Play, with that of the Fox, A 2. Sc. 2. 
I do got believe that our Author defign'd to 
conceal his Theft, ſince he 1s ſo juſt to acknow- 
ledge a Song againſt Jealouſy, which he bor- 
row'd, and was written by Mr. 7 homas Carew, 
Cup-bearer to King Charles the Firſt; and ſung 
in 2 Maſque at Whitehall, An. 1633. © This 
* Choras (lays he) I preſume to make uſe of here, 
©becauſe in the firſt delign, 'twas writ at my 
© requeſt, upon a Diſpute held betwixt Mrs. 
© Cicihia Crofts and my ſelf, where he was pre- 
<ſent; ſhe being then Maid of Honor: this I 
© have ſet down, leſt any man ſhould believe 
© me fo fooliſh as to ſteal ſuch a Poem from fo 
<famous an Author; or ſo vain as to pretend 
©tothe making of it my ſelf. Certainly there- 
fore, 1f . he Sr to rob Mr. Carew, he 
would much more Mr. Johnſon, whoſe Fame 
as much exceeded the others, as his Writings 
and Compoſitions are better known: How- 
ever it be, I am ſure he 1s not the only Poet 
that has 1mpd his Wings with Mr. Johnſon's 
Feathers, and 1f every Poet that borrows, 
knew as well as Mr. AzHegrew how to diſpoſe 
of 1t, 'rwould certainly be very excuſable. All 
theſe Plays are printed together 1a One Volume 
in Folio Zona. 1664. 


Sr William KiitGREw. 


A Gentleman who by his Writings, and ho- 
nourable Station in the Court (being Vice- 
Cttamberlain to the Queen Dowager,) 1s well 


known. 
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known. He is the Author of Four Plays,which 
have been applauded (whether with. Juſtice 
or no I leave to the Criticks) by Men, who 
have themſelyes been reputed Eminent for 
Poetry, as Mr. Haller, Sr. Robert Stapleton, Mr. 
Lodowick Carkll, and others: I ſhalt therefore 
only acquaint the Reader with their ſeveral 
Titles, and ſubmit them to his further judg- 
ment. | 
 Ormaſaes, or Love and Friendſhip, a Tragi- 
Comedy. 

Pandora, or T he Converts, 2a Comedy, 
Selmara, 2 Tragi-comedy. | 
Stege of Urbin, a Tragi-comedy. 


All theſe Plays were printed together in Folio, 


Oxon 1666. 

There 1s another Play afcribd to our Au- 
thor call'd 7he Imperial Tragedy, printed Fol. 
Lond. 1669. the chief part was taken out of a 
Latine Play, and very much alter'd by him 
for his awn diverſion. But upon the Impor- 
cunity of Friends, he was prevailed with to 
have it pybliſht ; but without Name : becauſe 
many do cenſure Plays according to their Q- 
pinions of the Author : The Plot 1s founded on 
the Hiſtory of Zeno the Twelfth Emperor of 
Canſtantinoph after Conſtantine. Several Authors 
have writ his Story, as Marcelhnus, Caſſiodorus, 
Cearenus, Hvagrius, Zonoras, Baronius, &c. 


John KI1RkE. 


A Wrater, in the Reign of King Charles the 
Firſt, of a Play calld The Seven Champions of 
Chriftendome : acted @8 the Cockpit, and at _ 

2 
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Red Bull 1n'St. Fohw's Street, with a general 
Irking ;' printed 49. Lond. 1638. and dedicated 
to his much refpe&ted and worthy Friend Mr. 
John Waite. This Play is written in a mixt 
ſtile, and founded on that well known Book in 


profe, which bears the ſame Title. See beſides 
Dr. Zey/im's Hiſtory of St. George. 


Ralph KNever. 


An Author that liv'd about the ſame time 
with the former. He writ a Play call'd Rhodon 
and 7ris, a Paſtoral, preſented at the Floriſts 
Feaſt in Norwich, Hay the Third 1631. printed 
4*. Lond. 1631. and dedicated to the Right 
Worſhip{ul Mr. Nicholas Bacon of Gillingham 
Efquire. This Paſtoral is commended by Four 
Copies of Verſes. 


Thomas Krvp. 


An'Ancient Wrater, or rather Tranſlator in 
the time of Queen Z#/;zabeth, who publiſht a 
Play call'd Pompey the Great his Farr Cornelia's 
7 rageay ; efte&ted by her Father and Husband's 
Down-caſt, Death, and Fortune ; printed 4-. 
Lond. 1595. and dedicated to the Virtuoully 
Noble, and rightly Honour'd Lady, the Coun- 
teſs of Suf/ex. This Play is tranſlated from the 
French of Pobert Garmer, who 1n the Reigns 
of Charles the Ninth, . Henry the Third, and 
Henry the Fourth, was accounted an Excel- 
lent Poet, tho' M. Rapm ſays, His Tragedies 
with thoſe -of Rotrou, Serre, and others of that 
time, are of a mean Charafter. 'Tis evident to 

| any 
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any that have read his Tragedies, ' which are 
Nine in Number, that he propos'd Seneca for 
his Model, and he was thought in thoſe days 
to have happily ſucceeded in his Deſign. This 
Tranſlation 15 writ 1n blank Verſe, only here 
and there, at the cloſe of a Paragraph (if T 
may fo yu the Reader 1s preſented with a 
Cpuplet. "The Chorns's are writ in ſeveral 
Mcaſures of Verſe, and are very ſententious. 


— I ——oe—ne>————_ <p _ _——— ———_ ——_—————  —— — —— _ << ———— 


f 8 
John Lacy. 


Comedian whoſe Abilities in Aftion were 
ſufficiently known to all that frequented 

the King's Theatre, where he was for many 
years an Actor, and perform'd all Parts that he 
andertook to a miracle : inſomuch that I am 
apt to believe, that as z/7s Age never had, 1o 
the next never w1ll have his Equal, at leaif 
not his Swuperiour. He was fo well approv'd 
of by King Charles the Second, an undeni- 
able ſudge in Dramarick Arts, that he caus'd 
his Pifture to be drawn, in three ſeveral 
Figures in the ſame Table. vis. That of Teague 
in the Committee, Mr. Scruple 1n The Cheats, 
and AM. Galliard, in The Yariety : which piece 
is {till in being 1in #/ndſor-Caſtle. Nor did his 
Talent wholly ly zn Acting, he knew both how 
to judge and write Plays: and if his Comedies 
are ſomewhat allied ro.French Farce, 'tis out 
of choice, rather than want of Ability to write 
rue 


ly 


[| 
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q18 Au Acomttof the 
true — We have Three Plays extant 


under his Name, v2. 


Dumb Lady, or The Farriar made Phyſitian, 
a Comedy ded at the Theatre-Royal; printed 
49. Lond.1672. and dedicated to the High-born 
and moſt Hopeful Prince, Charles, Lord Lim- 
rick; and Earl of Southampton. This Play is 
founded on a Comedy of Mo/lzere's call'd Fe 
Atdecm maſzre lnuy. If the Reader will take 
the pains to compare them together, he will 
eaſily ſee that our Author has much improy'd 
the French Play. 

Old Troop, or «HMonifiear: Ragons, a Comedy 
ated at the Theatre-Royal ; printed 49. Lond. 
r672. and dedicated to the young Prince Geoxge 
Third Son to the Dutcheſs of Cleveland. I fhn- 
cy by the ſtile, this Play likewiſe is founded or: 
ſome Frencht Original, tho' my {mall Acquain- 
tance with French Poets makes me ſpeak only 
en Conjecture. Both theſe Plays were atted 
with univerſal Applauſe. 

Sir Fercules Buffoon, or The Poetical Spuire 
2 Comedy aQed at the Duke's Theatre, an 
printed 49. Lond.1684. This Play was brought 
upor! the Stage, and publiſhtatter the' Author's 
Deceafe, the Prologue' was writ by Mr. Durfey, 
me Eptlogue by Heyns the Comedian, and: 
both ſpoken'by the later. I know not how this 
Play fucceeded on the Theatre, but I am con- 
fident had the Author been alive to-have grae'd 
rt with 47s Action, 1t could not have fail'd' of 
Applauſe. This Mr. Durfey has obſery'd in 
the beginning of his Prologue ; 

Te 
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Ze Scribling Fe y mercy if 7 wrong pe) 
Bat mths ur 4 02 pa FF don —_— 
Know, that fam'd Lacy, Ornament o'th' Stage 
T hat Standard of true Comeay in our Age, 
Wrote this New Play : 
And if it takes not, all that we can ſay on't, 
Ts, we've his Fiddle, not his Flands to play ont. 


John LEanarD. 


A confident Plagiary, whom I diſdain to ſlile 
an Author : One,who tho' he would be eſteem'd 
the Father, 1s. at beſt but the Midwife to the 
Labour of athers; I mean thoſe Two Drama. 


_ tick Pieces, which go under his Name. I kaow 


not how they were recetv'd on the Stage, buc 
I am. ſure the Author deſerv'd (tho' the Plays 
might not) to be damad.. for his. van-g/arzous 
Humour of re-printing another Man's Play, un» 
der his own Name, as he has done Mr. Zrewer's 
Country Girl, under the Title of 

Country {[nnocence, or The Chamber-maid 
rurn'd Quaker, a Comedy afted at the Theatre 
Royal, printed 4*. Lond. 1677. and dedicated 
to his Honour'd Friend Sr. Francis Hinechman. 
Whether his Patrons Inſ{truMions (*) rais'd hems 
to that height of. preſumption as to publiſh ano- 
ther man's Play as his own, TI pretend not to 
judge: but I am fure he has ſulfic iently made 
appear to the World that he is One of thoſe 
Authors he ff .of, whoſe Arrogance and /m. 
pudence are their chief dependency. Had our Au- 
thor been as well acquainted withe Afarzzad, as 


(c) Epiſtle Dedicatory, 


he 
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he pretends to he with Zomer, he would have 
weigh'd his Opinion before he had made any 
progreſſion as he calls it in his Thefts. (4) 


Mutare dominum non potelt liber notas.----- 
Aliena quiſquis recitat, &y petit famam ; 
Non emere Librum, ſed /tlentium debet. 


| Rambling Juſtice, or The Jealous Husbands, 
with the Humours of Sir John 7 wiford, a Co- 
medy acted at the Theatre-Royal ; printed 4. 
Lond. 1680. A great part of it 1s ſtoln from a 
Comedy of Middleton's call'd More Difſemblers 
beſides Women. As the Scene between Sir Gene- 
rall Amorous and Bramble A&t >. Sc. 1. 1s ſtoln 
from the Scene between La&antio and Dondol. 
A 3. Sc.1. Petnlant Eaſy diſguis'd like a Grp 
in the ſame AQ, 1s borrow'd from Awrelia's 
Diſguiſe in MHidalezon's Play, Act 4. Sc. 1. The 
Scene hetween PBramble and the Gipfees 18 ftoln 
- from the ſame Play ; bur ſince our Author 1s 
forc'd to ſtrole like One of 7har Tribe for x 
Livelihood, with the Tue of other Men's 
Brains, I leave him to his hard Stars : tho' 
poſſibly Grpſp-zhe, he begs with ſtoln Chil. 
dren, that he may raiſe the more Compallton, _ 


Nathamicl Lxx. 


An Author whoſe Plays have made him ſuf. 
fciently remarkable to thoſe who call them- 
ſelves Zhe Wits ; and One whoſe Muſe deſerv'd 
a better Fate than Yed/am. How truly he has 
verified the Saying of the Philoſopher, NuJum 


: (d) Lib.1. Epigr. 67, 
fit 
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fit Magnume Tngenium ſine mixtura dementia ; 
even to the Regret and Pity of all that knew 
Him, is manifeſt: I heartily wiſh his Madneſs 
had not exceeded that Drume Fury which Ovid 
mentions, and which uſually accompanies the 


; beſt Poet ; 


Eft Deus in nobis agitante caleſcimus i}lo. 


But alas! his Condition 1s far worſe, as it has 


been deſcrib'd 1n a Satyr on the Modern Poets. 


There (*), in a Den remov'd from human Eyes 
Poſſeſt with Muſe, the Bram. /ick-Poet lyes, 
Too miſerably wretched to be nam'd ; 

For Plays, for Heroes, and for Paſſion fam'd. 
T houghtleſs he raves his fleepleſs Hours away, 
tn Chains all Nights, in darkneſs all the Day. 
And if he gets ſome imtervals from pain, 

The Fit returns ; he foams,and bites his Chain, 
His Eye-balls rowl, and he grows mad again. 


However, before this misfortune befel him, 
he writ ſeveral Dramatical Pieces, which gave 
him a Title to the Firſt Rank of Poets; there 
being ſeveral of his Tragedies, as Mithridates, 
Theodofins, &c. which have forc'd Tears from , 
the faireſt Eyes 1n the World: his Muſe indeed 
ſeem'd deſtin'd for the Diverſion of the Fair 
Sex; 1o ſoft and pallionately moving, are his 
Scenes of Love written. Hs has publiſht E- 
leven Plays, beſides thoſe two, 1n which he 
joyn'd with Mr.Dryden (and of which we have 
already ſpoken ) 122. 

Ceſar Borgia, Son to Pope Alexander the VT. 
* (5) In Bedlam, IR 

X A 
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a Tragedy acted at the Duke's Theatre, by 
their Royal-Highneſſes Servants ; printed 40, 
Lond. 1680. and dedicated to the Right Ho- 
nourable Philip Earl of Pembroke and Montgs- 
mery. For the Plot, fee Writers of thoſe times, 
as Cuicciardine, L. 5, 6. Mariana L. 27, 28. Sr. 
Paul Ricaut's Continuation of Patina, wn the 
Reign of Pope Alexander the VI. 


Conſtantine the Great, a Tragedy acted at the 
Theatre-Royal by their Majeſties Servants ; 
printed 49. Lond. 1684. Many are the Authors 
that have writ the ACtions of this Illuſtrious 
Emperor, as Socrates, Sozomen, Enſebius, Zo- 
naras, Futropius, Ruffmus, Baronuns,gyc. The 
Story of Criſpus and Fauſta, 1s particularly re- 
lated (as I think) in Ammianus Marce/linus : 
See beſides Peard's Theatre of God's Judge- 
ments, Ch. 13. p. 225. 

Gloriana, the Court of Auguſtus Czfar, a 
Tragedy 1n Heroick Verſe, a&ted at the Thea- 
tre-Royal by their Majefties Servants, printed 
4®. Lond. 1676. and dedicated to her Grace the 
Dutcheſs of Portſmouth. The Plot I take to 
be rather founded on Romance than Hiſtory, 
as the Reader w1ll find by comparing the Play 
with the Romance of Cleopatra, 1n'the ſeveral 
Stories of C:eſario, Marcellus and Julia ; Part 
I.Book 3. Part 5. Book 3. Ovid, Cypaſ/is and Fu- 
lia, Part 5. Book 3. A Modern Poet, in a Satyr 
writ 1n Imitation of Sir Johp Suck/tng's Seflion 
of the Poets, writes thus of our Author and 


this Play (): 


(f) Koibrſler's Porms, p.ills. 


Nat 
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Nat Lee ftept in next, in hopes of aPrize,, , 
Apollo remember'd he had hit Once im Thrice ; 
By the Rabies im 's Face, he could not deny, 
But he hadas much Wit,as Wine could ſupply; 
Confeſt that indeed he had a Muſical Note, 
But [ometrmes ſtrain'd ſo hard, that it rattled 

7 th' Throat ; $7 

Yet own'd he had Seniſe,t' encourage him for 't, 
He made him his Ovid im Augultus's Coarr. 


Lucius Furus Brutns, Father of hrs Conntry, 
a Tragedy, ated at the Duke's Theatre, by 
their Royal Highneſles Servants ; printed 409. 
Lond. 1681. and dedicated to the Riche Ho 
nourable Charles, Farl of Dorfet and e Midale- 
fex. This Play well deſerv'd fo great a Patron 
as his Lordſhip, few Plays that I know, being 
writ with 'more Manly Spirit, Force and' V1- 
our. For the Plot our” Author: has partly 
Pllow'd Hiſtory, prey Romance : For Hi- 
ſtory, cottſulr Floras Lib.r. Ch.o,10. Lay ab! 
I. Dionyſus Flallicarnaſſexus, Eutropius, Sextus 
Rufus, Oroſias, &yc. For Fiction read irs the 
Romance called C//ra, The Hiſtory of 7unms 
Brutus, Part 2. Book I. p. 170. Part 3. Book 1. 
P. 229. | | RF 
«Maſſacre of Paris, a Tragedy ated 2t the 
Theatre-Royal, by their Majeſties Servant 
printed 49. Zond. 1690. This Play 1s founde 
on char Bloody Maflacre which was aRed on 
Sr. Bartholomew Day, in the Yeas 1572. For 
the Story, confult 7huanns, Davila, Lib. x. 
Pierre Matthiew, or, (as ſome ſay) Meonliard his 
Conttnuation of De Serres, Mezeray and other 
X 2 Hi- 
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Hiſtorians 1n the Reign of Char/es the IX. Se- 
veral paſſages 1n the Duke of Guiſe, are bor- 
row'd from this Play, as the Reader may find 
by comparing p. 6. of the former, with p. 4. of 
the latter; p.11.with p. 5. p. 13. with p. 5. and 
G, &c. | 
eMithridates King of Pontus, a Tragedy,aQed 
at the Theatre-Royal, by therr Majeſhes Ser- 
_ vants; printed 49. Lond. 1678. and dedicated 
to the Right Honourahle Charles Earl of Dor- 
ſet and Middleſex. This Play may be reckon'd 
amongſt thoſe of the Firſt-Rank, and will al- 
ways be a Favourite of the Tender-hearted. 
Ladies. It 1s founded on Hiſtory : See 4p- 
pan de Bell. Mithrid. Florus l..c.5. Pell. Pater. 
culus, 1. 2. Platarch in the Lives of Scylla, Lu- 
cullus and Pompey, (Fc. 
Nero Emperor of Rome his Tragedy, adted at 
the Theatre-Royal by his Majcſhes Servants ; 
rinted 4% Lond. 1675. and dedicated to the 
ight Honble the Earl of Rocheſter. This Play is 
writ in a maxt Stile, part in Proſe, part in Rime, 
and part in Blank Verſe. For the Plot, conſulr 
Suetonins in his Lite; Aurelius Yittor ; Tacitus 
Ann. hb. 13,14, &yc. Sulpicius Severus, &c. 
Princeſs of Cleve, a Tragi-comedy, aQted at 
the Queen's Theatre in Dorſet Garden; printed 
42. Lond. 1689. and dedicated to the Right Ho- 
nourable Charles Earl of Dorſet and Middleſex, 
Lord Chamberlain of his preſent Majelity's 
Houſhold, and one of his Majeſtics mos H 
nourable Privy Council. Thas Play is -found- 
ed on a Romance call'd The Princeſs of Cleves, 
tranſlated from the French. The InveQlive 
againſt 
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againſt Women, ſpoken by Po/tror AR x. Sc. 1. 


15 printed in ſeveral Books of Poetry, and may 
be read in a Romance calld 7 ze French Rogne, 
89, ch. 21.p. 132. The Author tells his Patron, 
(e) That the Duke of Guile has wreſted tws 
Scenes from the Original ; but which they are 
I have not time to enquire. 
. Rival Queens, or The Death of Alexander the 
Great, a Tragedy acted at the Theatre-Royal, 
by their Majeſties Servants, printed Zond.1677. 
and dedicated to the Right Honourable Zohn, 
Earl of Mulgrave. This Play has always been 
applauded by the SpeAators, and 1s acknow- 
ledg'd a Maſter-piece by Mr. Dryden himſell, in 
that Copy of Verſes prefix'd to it, which are a 
ſufhcient Teſtimony of 1ts worth. The Pro- 
logue was written b Sir Car Scroop. For the 
Plot, as far as the Author has follow'd Hiſtory, 
conſult Arrian; 9. Curtins ; Plutarch's Lite of 
Alexander ; Fuſtin lib. 11, 12. Diodorns Siculus, 
lib. 17. & 18. Joſephus /b. 11. cap. 8. | 
Sophonisha, or Hannibals Overthrow, a Tra- 
gedy, atted at the Theatre-Royal, by their Ma- 
jeſties Servants ; printed 4o. Lond. 1676. and de- 
dicated to her Gracz the Dutcheſs of Porz/- 
mouth. This Play is writ in Heroick Verle, 
and hath always appear'd on the Stage with 
applauſe ; eſpecially from the Female Sex : and 
Envy 1t ſelf muſt acknowledge, That the Pal- 
ſion between Maſ/aniſ/a, and Sophonisba, 1s well 
expreſs't ; tho' Hannibal and Scipio's Parts fall 
ſomewhat ſhort of the CharaQters given them 
by Hiſtorians; as the Ingenious and Sharp Lord 


($8) Epift, Dcd, 
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Rocheſter has obſexy'd, in his Alluſion to F7- 
race's Tenth Satyt of the Firlt Book ; 


When'Lee makes temperate Scipio, fret and 


1ave ; 42s 
And Hannibal, a whining Amorous Slave, 
7 langh,aud wiſh the Hot-bram'd Fultian-Fool, 
/n Busby's /1and's to be well laſht at School. 


As our Author has taken the I 1berty 1n ſe- 
veral Plays to follow Romances, 10 bollibly he 
purpoſely err'd with the late Earl of Orrery, 
who m his firſt Part,of Partheniſ/a, has repre- 
fented the Warlike Fanniba/ as much in Love 
with /zadra, as Mr. Lee has deſcrib'd him 
pallionate of Roſalinda's Charms. Many Hilto- 
r1ans have writ the Actions of theſe Great Men: 
ſee Cornelis Nepos his Life of Fannibal; Plu- 
tarch's Lite of Scrpro ; and that of Fannibal, fa- 
ther'd on him, tho' ſuppos'd to be writ by Do- 
natus Acciajolus : Livy Dec.z. Lib.1.4c. Florus 
Etb. 2. C. 6. Juſtin. Orofſtus, Diodorus, Polybins, 
Appian, fy. Thoſe who underitand /7alzar, 
may read the Story of Maf/anf/a, and Sopho- 
nsba, very neatly deſcrib'd by the Excellent 
Pen of Petrarch, in his 7/ Trionfo d' Amore,C. 2. 

T heod«ſius, or The Force of Love, a Tragedy 
acted by their Royal-Highnels's Servants,at the 
Duke's Theatre ; printed 40. Lond. 1680. and 
dedicated to her Grace, the Dutcheſs of Rich- 
ond. The Patllions are extreamly well drawn 
in this Play, and it met with its deſerv'd Ap- 
plaufe ; and our Author has ſaid with as wuch 
Truth as Modeſty (*), That ſuch Characters 


(1) Epift, Dud.cer, 


Every 
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Every Dawber cannot draw. Thus Play is found- 
ed on a Romance call'd Pharamond, tranſlated 
from the French of Mr. Calpranede. See the Hi- 
ſtory of Yarannes, Part 3. Book 3. p. 282. Of 
Martian. Part 7. Book 1. p. 207. Of Theadoſtus 
Part 7. Book 3. p. 256. | 

I know nothing elſe that our Author has in 
Print; and therefore I ſhall conclude with thar 
juſt Commendation given him and Mr. Ozway, 
by Mr. Evelyn, in his Imitation of Ovid's Elegy 
ad Invidos ('). 


When the aſpirmg Grecian (*) 1 the Eaft, 
And haughty Philip (') zs forgot m the Weft, 
T hen [.ce and Otway's Yorks ſhall be ſuppreſt. 


John LiLLy. 


An Ancient Writer, living in the Reign of 
Queen El:zabeth : he was a Kentiſh Man, and 
in his younger Years brought up 1n St. «Mary 
Magdalen Colledge in Oxon. where in the Year 
1575. he took his Maſter of Arts Degree. © He 
was a very cloſe Student, and much addicted to 
Poetry; a Proof of which he has given the 
World in Nine Plays, he has bequeath'd to Po- 
ſterity, and whach in that Age, were well e- 
fteem'd both by the Court and the Univerſity, 
He was One of the firſt Writers, that in thoſe 
| Days attempted to reform our Language, and 
purge it from obſolete Expreſſions. Mr. Þ /ount,a 
Gentleman, who has made himſelf knowntothe 


(1) 1ate*s Coliettion ot Poems, 8*. p. go. (k) He alludes ro- 
The Rival Sueens. (1) To Den Carlos, 
R 4. World, 
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World, by the ſeveral Pieces of his own Wri- 
ting, (as Fore Subſecrve, his Microcoſmography, 

©) and who publiſht fix of theſe Plays; in his 
Title-page ſtiles him, The only Rare Poet of 

that Time, The Witty, Conucal, Facetiouſly- 
Quick, and Unyaralelld 7ohbn Lilly. 

"T's. not to be expected that I ſhonld any 

\.. where trace this Author, if the Character Mr. 

Blount gives of him 1n his Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
be true; © Thar he fat at Apo/lo's Table; that 
© Apollo gave him a Wreath of his own Bayes, 
© without Snatching; and that the Zyre he 
<©play'd on, had no borrow'd Strings. The Rea- 
der therefore 1s only to expect a ſhort Account 
of his Titles Alphaberically. 

Alexander _ Campaſpe, a Tragical-Comed 
play'd before the Queens Majeſty, on 7Twelfh- 
day at Night, by her Majeſhes Children, and 
the Children of Paul's, and afterwards at the 
Black-fryars ; printed 129%. Lond. 1632. The 
Story of Alexander's beſtowing Campaſpe on the 
Enamour'd Apes, 1s related by Pl/rny in his 
his Natural Hiſtory, Lib. 35. L.1o. 

£ndymicn,a Comedy pretented before Queen 
Elizabeth, by the Children of her Majeſties 
Chappel, and the Children of Paul's ; printed 
129. Loud. 1632. For the Story of Endimion's 
being belovd by the Moon, with Comments 
upon 1t, may be met with in moſt of the My- 
thologifts : See Lucian's Dialogues between Ye- 
nus and the Moon; Natalis Comes, Lib. 4. C8. 
Fygin: Poeticon Aſtronomicon ; Fulgentit My- 
# < ; Galiruchins's Hiſtory of the Heathen 
Gods, Lib. 1. C.9. M. Gombauld has writ a Ro- 
mance, 
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mance, call'd Endymzon, tranſlated in Znglifh, 
printed octavo 1639. | 

Galathea, a Comedy play 'd before the Queens 
Majeſty at Greenwich, on New-Tears Day at 
Night, by the Children of Paul's ; printed 120. 
Lond. 1632. In the Characters of Galathea and 
Phi/l1ara, the Poet has copy'd the Story of 7phzs 
and 7anthe, which the Reader may find at large 
in Ovid's eMetamorphoſes, Lib.g.Cap.12. 

Love's Metamorphoſis, a Witty and Courtly 
Paſtoral, firſt play'd by the Children of Paul's, 


and now by the Children of the Chappell; 


printed 42. Lond. 1601. 

e Maid's Metamorphoſis, a Comedy , ſundry 
times acted by the Children of Paul's ; printed 
49. Lond. 1600. The firſt A 1s wholly writ 
in Verſe, and fo 1s the greateſt part of the 
Play. 
Mother Bombie, a Pleaſant Conceited Co- 
medy, ſundry times play'd by the Children of 
Pau s; printed 129. Lond.1632. 

<Mydas, a Comedy, play'd before the Queens 
Majefty upon 7 welfrh-aay at Night; printed 
129. L,ond.1632. For the Story, lee Owid's Me- 
zamorphoſes, Lib. 11. Fab.4. Natal:is Comes, Lib. 
9. Cap.1y. Galtruchius, Book 2. Ch.s5. Apuleius 
has writ the Story at large in his Aureus A/t- 
uus, (Fc. | 

Sapho and Phao, a Comedy, play d before the 
Q—_ Majeſty on Shrove-7 ueſday, by her Ma- 
jelties Children,and the Children of Paul's, and 
atterwards at the Z/ack-fryars ; printed 120. 
Lond. 1632. This Story the Reader may learn 
from Ovid's Epiſtle of Sapho, to Phaon, __ L. 

gf. 
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Woman im the Moon, a Comedy, preſented be- 


fore Her Highneſs, printed 40. Lond. 1667. 
Six of theſe Plays, vis. Alexander and Cam- 


; paſpe, Enaymion, Galathea, Mother Bombic, My- 


das, Sapho and Phas, are printed together,under 
the Title of Six Court Comedies, 12% Lond. 
1632.and dedicated by the above mention'd Mr. 
Bloexnt, to the Right Honourable Richard Lum- 
key, Viſcount Lumley of Waterford. The other 
three are printed fingle in 4%. By which 1t 
appears how much Mr.P//ips (®) and his Tran- 
{criber Mr. #7:n/tankey (®) are miſtaken, in at- 
firming, Thar all Mr. Zi4y's Plays are | paar 
together ina Volume : Nor are they leſs miſta- 
ken 1n aſcribing to him a Play call'd Yarnmg 


for fair Himen, it being writ by an Anonymous 


Author. 

| 1prefume our Author may have other Pieces 
in print, tho' I have not been ſo happy to ſee 
them: Mr. #/ount ſeems to mention a Book {ti- 
led Zuphues, (o) * Our Nation (ſays he) are 1n 
© his Debt for a new Zxg/ifh which he taught 
*them; Zauphucs and his England began firft, 
*rhat Language: All our Ladies were then his 
*Schollars ; and that Beauty in Court, which 
*could not Parley Eupheiſme, was as little re- 
*garded, as She which now there, ſpeaks not 
* french. 


Thomas LonGs. 
A DoQtor of Phyſick in the Reign of Queen 


Elizabeth; who was not fo entirely devoted to 
(m)Fag.113e. (1, rage 97+ (0) Epiſtle i the Reader. 


SE[cu- 
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Eſculaprus, but that during his Reſidence in 


the Univerſity of Cambridge, he ſometimes 1a- 
crificed to Apollo, and the Nine Sfters, Mr. 
Philips ſays (?), That he was One of the Wri- 
*rers of thoſe pretty old Paſtoral Songs and 
*Madrigals, which were very much the Strain 
*of thoſe Times. Bur 'tis not in Zyrick Poe- 
try alone that he exercis'd his Pen, but ſome- 
times he exercis'd 1t in Dramatick likewiſe, in 
which way he has publiſh two Pieces, 922. 

Looking-Glaſs for London and Fngland, a 
Tragi-comedy, printed 40. Lond. 1598. in an 
old Black-Letter. © In this Play our Author 
was aſſiſted by Mr. Robert Green, of whom we 
have given an Account p. 241. This Drama 
is founded on Holy 71:17, being the Hiſtory of 
Zonas and the N:meutes, form'd into a Play. 
I ſuppoſe they choſe this Subject 1n Imitation 
of others who had writ Dramas on Sacred Sub- 
1s long before them; as #zekiel, a Jewiſh 
Dramatick Poet, writ the Deliverance of the 
. ſraehtes out of Fgypt ; Gregory Nazaanzen, or 

as ſome ſay, 4 br A of Laodicea, writ the 
Tragedy of Chr/t's Patlion : as I learn from 
the Learned Yo//ius (3). To theſe I might add 
Hugo Grotins, 7 heedore Beza, Petavius, gc. all 
which have built upon the Foundation of Sa- 
cred Hiſtory. - 

Wounds of Civil War, hively ſet forth in the 
true Tragedies of Marius and S:Ha, publickly 
- play'd in Zondon, by the Right Honourable the 
Lord High Admiral his Servants ; printed 45. 
Lond. 1594. For the Plot, conſult P/atarch 1n 


'.&) Pag. 178, (q) Addend. Lib. 2 Inſt. Pce:, 
the 
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the Lives of Marins and Sia; Yelleins Pater: 
calns, L.ib.2. Salnft. de Bello Jugurth. T.Livins, 
Ltb.66. Prev. Florus, Lib. 3. C.3. Aurclins Vi- 
For ; Eutropins, (5c. 

This Author (as Mr. mftantey ſays) (*)was 
an Eminent Writer of Paſtoral Songs, Odes, 
and Madrigals ; of which he cites a pretty Son- 
net, which 1s ſaid to be of his Compoſure : 
and he has tranſcrib'd another in praiſe of Ro- 
falinde, out of his Enuphnes's Golden-Legacy. 
This Book I never ſaw; and know nothing 
elſe of our Author's Writing, except a Treatiſe 
of the Plague, printed 45 Zond. 1600. As to 
the Plays afcrib'd to him by Mr. Ph/ps and 
Mr. #"mnftanley, in which he 1s made an Aflo- 
ciate with Mr. Robert Green, 1 have already 
ſhewed their miſtake in the Account of that 
Author, to which I refer the Reader. 


Sr William LowER. 


A Gentleman that liv'd in the Reign of King 
Charles the Firſt, who during the heat of our 
Civ1l Wars, took SanQtuary in Holland, where 
m peace and privacy he enjoy'd the Society of 
the Muſes. He was a great Admirer of the 
French Poets, and beſtowed ſome times and - 
pains in dreſſing ſome Plays in an Znglifh 
Garb : beſides what, he has writ himſelf in his 
Mother-Tongue. So that we are obliged to 
him for fix Plays, v2. 

Amorons Phantaſm, a Tragi-comedy printed 
at the Hague 129. 1658. and dedicated to her 


4} Pag. 53, 
ali Highneſs 
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Highneſs The Princeſs Royal. This Play is 


tranſlated from the French of M. Quinaul?'s Le 
Fantome Amoureux, which appear'd with ſuc- 
ceſs on the French Sage. 

Enchanted Lovers, a Paſtoral ; printed at the 
Hague 120. 1658. 

Htoratins, a Roman Tragedy; printed 49. 
Lond.1656. Thais Play is Tranſlated from the 
French of Mr. Corneille ; and as it is the. firſt 
Verſion we had of that Admirable Play, I think 
:t ought to be excuſed, 1f it come ſhort of the 
Excellent Tranſlation of Mr. Co77on, and the 
Incomparable Or:naa. For the Story, conſulr 
Livy, Lib.1i. Floras, Lib.1. C.3. Diony/ins Hal- 

licarnaſſeus, Caſſwaorus, Fc. 
' = Noble Ingratituae, a Paſtoral Tragi-comedy 
printed at the Zagae 12”. 1658. anc dedicated 
to Her Majeſty the Queen of Zohemia. Our 
Author is fully perfwaded, that this (f) Play is 
in the Original One of the beſt Dramatick 
Pieces, that has been preſented on the French 
Stage : and undoubtedly M. Quant is an Ex- 
cellent Poet, notwithſtanding the Raillery of 
the Sharp-watted Yozlear (*). 


S: je penſe exprimer un Auteur ſans default, 
La Raiſon ait Virgile, & /a Rrme Quinault. 


Phenix in her Flames, a Tragedy,printed 4s. 
Lond. 1639. and dedicated to the Right Wor- 
ihipful, his moſt Honoured Coufin, 7homas 
Lower Eſquire. This Play was written before 


our Author was Knighted, and I take 1t to be 
the firſt he writ. | 


( 1) Epiſt. D:dic. (5) Sat 2. 


Poh 
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Polyenttes, a Tragedy; printed 4o. Lond. 
1655. For the true Story, conſult Coeffeteau 
Fiſt. Rom. Surius de YVitts SanfForum. As to 
the Incidents of the Dream of Pau/ina,the Love 
of Severus, the EffeCtual Baptiſm of Polyeud7es, 


| the Sacrifice for the Emperours Victory, the 


Dignity of Fe/rx, the Death of Nearchus, the 
Converſion of Felix and Panlina, they are all of 
them the Author's Invention. 

Three of theſe Plays; vis. Amorous Phan- 
taſm, Enchanted Lovers, Noble [ngratitude, 
were printed together at the ZZague, during the 
Author's Exile ; and at His Majelly's "_— 


_ the Remainder of the Copies were purchas 


by Mr. X:r4man, who printed new Tiles in the 
Year 16Gr. 


Thomas Lupox. 


 T am able to recover nothing of this Author, 
either as to the time of his Firth, the Place 
where he liv'd, or any thing he writ, beſides 
a Tragedy mention'd in former Catalogues, 
called | 

All for Money, which I never ſaw. 


M 
Lewis MACHIN. 


Gentleman that liv'd in the Reign of King 
Charles the Martyr ; the Author of a {ſin- 

gle Play, called 
Dumb Knight, an Hiſtorical Comedy, ated 


un- 
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ſundry times by the Children of his Majeſties 
Reve: printed 49. Zond. 1633. Our Author 
has borrow'd ſeveral Incidents from Novels ; 
as the Story of Mariana her Sweartng Prince 
Phiticles to be Dumb, A&t 2. 1s borrow'd from 
PBandelh's Novells, as I have read the Story, 
tranſlated by Beleforeſt Tom. 1. Nov.13. The 
ſame Incident 1s 1n a Play, called The Queen, 
or The Excellency of her Sex. Alfonſos' Cuck- 
olding Prate the Oratour, Act 3. and the Jatter 
appearing before the Council, and preating in 
Alfonſo's Cloathes, whilſt he 1s brought before 
the King 1n the Orator's Habit, At 5. 1s hor- 
row'd ( as I remember ) from another of Pan- 
_ aellg's Novels; and the Engliſh Reader may 
meet with the fame Story in 7he Complaiſant 
Companion, octavo p. 246. | 


John MaiDwer. 


An Tngemious Perſon, ſtil] living ( as T ſup- 
poſe) in London; where ſome time ago he un- 
dertook the Care and Tuition of young Gentle- 
men, and kept a Private School; during which 
Employment, beſides fome other Performances, 
(with which he has obliged the World) he has 
borrow'd ſo much time as to write a Play,ſtiled 

Loving Enemies, a Comedy adtted at his 
Highneſs the Duke of 7or#'s Theatre; print- 
ed 45. Lond. 1680. and dedicated to the Ho- 
nourable Charles Fox Eſquire. The part of 
Circumſtantio, feems to me to refemble the Hu- 
mor of Sir Formal Trifle ; eſpecially the De- 
ſcription of the Magpres ſucking a Hen's Egg, 

Act 
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AQ 4. Sc. 1. 1s writ much after the fame; way 
with that of the Mouſe-taken 1n a Trap, See 
Pirtuoſo, AQ 3. towards the End. The Ept- 
logue to this Play, is writ by Mr. Shadwel/.. 


Jaſper Maix. 


A Perſon of Fame and Note, as well for Na- 
tural Parts, as acquired Learning. He was 
Born in the Reign of King Fames the Furl, at 
Hlatherlejgh, &c. His Education was at Heft. 

. ninſier School: from whence he was tran(\- 
planted to Chri/t-Charch, and admitted Student 
A.D. 1624. In this Colledge he gradually ad- 
vanced in the Study of Arts and Sciences, till 
he took both his Degrees, and enter'd into hal 

Orders, and was prefer'd to two Livings, bot 

in the Gift of the Colledge, and one hard- 
by Oxford. About this time 'the Civil Wars 
breaking out, and the Pious King being forc'd 
by wicked Subjetts, to fly for ſhelter to this 
Seat of the Muſes: our Author was made 
choice of amongſt others deputed to Preach 
before His Majeſty. Soon after which, Mr. 
Wood tells us, he was created Dr. of Divinity, 
and reſided in Oxford till the time of the Mock 
Viſitation ſent to the Univerſity, when he, 
amongſt other Worthies eminent for their 
Loyalty, was ejected not only from the Col- 
ledge, but both his Livings. During this Storm, 
he found an A/y/um in the Houle of the Right 
Honourable the Earl of Devonſhire, where for 
the molt part he reſided, till the Happy Return 


of King Charles the Second to his Kingdomes ; 
at 
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at which time, he was not only reſtored to his 
Places, but made Canon of Chri/t-church, and 
Arch-deacon of Chichefter ; which Preferments 
he enjoy'd to his Death. He was a Perſon of a 
ready and facetiousWit,and yet withal,a ſound, 
Orthodox Preacher. In his younger years, he 
was very much addicted to Poetry, in which 
time he writ two Plays, which are very much 
eſteem'd by the generality of thoſe who de- 
light in Dramatick Poetry. 

Amorous War a Tragi-comedy, printed 40 
Oxon. 1658. . ; 
City Match, a Comedy acted before the King 
and Queen at Hhitehat, -and afterwards on the 
Stage at Blackfriars," witht general Applauſe, 
and printed 49. Oxon. 1658. Theſe two Plays, 
have been printed 1n Fol1o, 49. and 80. and are 
bound together. | 

Beſides theſe Dramatick Pieces our Author 
writ a Poem, upon the Naval Victory over the 
Dutch by the Duke of 7ork, printed 1665. and 
added ſome Dialogues to thoſe of /.ncian tranſ- 
lated by Mr. Francis Hicks, printed Fol. Lond. 
1638. He publiſht likewiſe many ſerious Pieces, 
as ſeveral] Sermons in 49. 1646---47---5 2---62. 
Amongſt which, none was ſo much talkt of, 
as Zhat concerning falſe Prophets. It was, it T © 
miſtake not, writ againſt by Mr. Francis Cheynel, 
which occaſion'd our Authors Vindication pub- 
Ihr 1647. He writ beſides 'Oyacuarye, or 
The Peoples War examined, according to 
the Principles of Scripture and Reaſon, in 
an{wer to a Letter, for the fſatisfattion of a 
Perlon of Quality, printed 49. ---1647:. _ 

þ + EVE- 


iu 14 "x" a A q 
To vt —_- ww » 
+ 4 ITY Ty TY 
þe 


338 An Actount of the 
ſeveral- other Pieces which I have not feen. 
He Died on the Sixth day of December, Av. 
1672. and was Buried in Chrift-Church on the 
North-ſide of the Quire: having in his Will 
left ſeveral Bequeſts tro Pious uſes. As Fifty 
Pounds to the Re-building of St. Pauls ; A Hun- 
dred Pounds to be diſtributed by the Two Vi- 
cars of Caſſingtion and Purton, for the uſe of 
the Poor of thoſe —_ with many other 
Legacies: amongſt which I cannot forget One, 
which has frequently occaſion'd Mirth at the 
relation. He had a Servant who had long liv'd 
with him, to whom he bequeath'd a Trunk, 
and in 1t Somewhat (as he {aid) that would make 
him Drink after his Death. The Doctor being 
dead the Trunk, was ſpeedily viſited by his 
Servant with mighty ExpeQtation, where he 
found this promiſing — to be nothing but 
a Red. Herring : So that it may be ſaid of him, 
that his propenſity to innocent Raillery was 
ſo great, that it kept him Company even after 


Death. 
Coſmo Manvucy. 


A Gentleman that liv'd in the Reign of King 
Charles the Firſt, and One that as I ſuppoſe 
took up Arms for his Majeſty, under the Qua- 
lity of a Major, tho' whether of Horſe or Foot 
I am ignorant. Mr. Phillips (*) ſuppoſes him 
an Itahan, ſtiling ham « Haxnace ; but whatever 
his Country be, he has writ Two Plays which 
ſhew him well vers'd in the Engliſh Lan- 
guage :; v2. 

" (4) Aeodern Poets, p. 29. 
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General, a Tragi-comedy printed quarto 
Fc, 1650: and dedicated < 7 Right Ho- 
nourable James Earl of Northampton, and 7ſa- 
bella, his molt Virtuous Lady. This 1s the firſt 
Play our Author writ, and which was intended 
for the Stage, ' but never acted: not that it is 
any ways contemptble ; and therefore the Ma- 
Jor did not forfeit his Modeſty when he ſaid 
of It, () 

1n ſpite of Malice, venture 7 dare thus far 

Pack not a hrs and 7] fland the oe ; 


al Lovers, a Tragi-comedy printed 42, 

Lond. 1652. In this Play our Author laſhes 
the old Commiattee-men, and their Informe 
in the Perſons of Gripeman and Sodom, and 
believe he meant to expoſe Z7ugh Peters's Ad- 
venture with the Butcher's Wite of St. 
cher's, with his Revenge thereupon, under the 
Characters of Phanaticus and Fly-blow. Tf m 
Conjecture prove true I hope no ſober man wi 
be angry, that Pezers ſhould be perſonated on 
the Stage, who himſelf had ridicul'd others, 
when he aQed the Clown's part in Shake- 
ſpear's Company of Comedians, as Lhaye read 
1n Dr. Toung's "Oates of his Life. 

If it be confider'd that our Author's Muſe 
was traveſte en Cavileer ; that he made Writing 
his Diverſion, and not his Buſineſs ; that whar 
he writ was not:borrow'd but propria Himerva, 
I hope the Criticks will allow his Plays to pals 
Muſter amongſt thoſe of the third Rate. ; 


(b) Prolbgue to the Reader, 
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Gervale MARKHAM. 


A Gentleman who flouriſht under the Reigns 
of Queen Eizabeth, King James, and _ 


' Charles the Firſt: for the later of whom he too 


up Arms, in the time of the Rebellion : being 
Honour'd by His Majeſty with a Captain's Com- 
miſſion. He was the Son of Robert Markham 
of Cotham, in the County of Not7mmgham Eq; 
and was eminently Famous for his numerous 
Volumes of Husbandry, and Horſemanſhip : 
beſides what he has writ on Rural Recreations, 
and Military Diſcipline. He underſtood the 


Praftick as well as the Theory of. the Art of 


War: and was eſteem'd a good Scholar, and an 
excellent Linguiſt, underſtanding perfe&ly the 
French, [talian, and Spaniſh T .anguages, from * 
all which he collected Notes of Husbandry. In 
the enumeration of his Works the Reader will 
be ſatisfied of his excellent Parts and Abilities : 
and that he was tam Marti quam eMercurio, 
vers'd in the Employments of War and Peace : 
and One piece of Dramatick Poetry which he 
has publiſht, will ſhew that he Sacrific'd to 
Apollo, and the «Muſes, as well as to «Mars 
and Pallas. This Play is extant under the 
Title of | 
Herod and Antrpater, a Tragedy printed 49. 
Lend. 1622. where, or when this Play was 
acted the 1mperfeQtion of my Copy hinders my 
information. For the Foundation 'tis built on 
Hiſtory. See Joſephus Ant. Fud. Lib. 14, 15, 
16, & 17. Torniel, Salian, Spondanins, Baron! 
Ann. &c 
I 
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I ſhall now mention his Works, and firſt 
thoſe which treat of Horfemanſhip,, which 
have made him Famous all over Z#xg/and. - Of 
theſe he has writ A Diſcourſe Rac foo. , 
printed 4®. without Date, and dedicated to 
Prince Henry Eldeſt Son to King James the 
Firſt. Cure of all Diſeaſes mcident to Horſes, 
40. IG10. Engliſh Farriar, 4%. 1649. Maſter- 
prece, 4%. 1662. Faithful Farriar, 89. 1667. 
Perfett Horſeman, 129. 1671. For Husbandry 
he publiſht Zzebanlt's Le Maiſon Ruſftizue, or 
The Country Farm, Fol. Lond. 1616. This 
Treatxe (which was at firſt tranſlated®by Mr. 
Richard Surflet, a Phyſitian) our Author en- 
larg'd with ſeveral fo rem from the French 
Books of Serres and /met, the Spaniſh of Al- 
biterio, and the 7talian of Grilli, and others. 
The Artof Husbanary, firſt tranſlated from the 
Latine of Conr. Feresbachins, by Barnaby Googe, 
he revis'd and augmented, 49. 1631. He writ 
belides, Farewel to Sh, 4. 1620: Way 
to get Wealth, wherein 1s compris'd his Coun- 
try Contentments, printed 49. 1668. To this 
I may add Fungers Prevention, or his, Art 0 
Fowling, 89. His Epitome, 120. &c. In Milt- 
tary Diſcipline, he has publiſht .7 he Sonlaters 
Accidence, and Grammar, 4%. 1635. Beſides 
theſe the ſecond part of the Firſt Book of 7 he 
Engliſh Arcadia is (aid to be writ by him: info- 
much that he may be accounted if not Unus 
Omnibas, at leaſt a Benefa&tor to the Publick, 
by thoſe Works he left behind hitm, which will 
(without doubt) eterniſe his Memory. 
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_ An Author that was Cotemporary with the 

Incomparable Shakeſpear, and One who trod 
the Stage with Applauſe both from Queen Z- 
lizabeth, and King James, Nor was he ac- 
counted a leſs Excellent Poet by the Judicious 
Fohnſon : and FZeywod his Fellow Attor, ſtiles 
hi, the Beſt of Poets. In what eſteem he was 
In his time may be gathered from part of a 
Copy of Verſes writ in that Age, calld a 
Cenſure of the Poets, where he 1s thus Cha- 
racter1zd. | 


Next Marlow bathed im the Theſpian Springs, 
Had in hin thoſe brave Sublunary things, 
T hat your Firſt-Poets had; his Raptures were 
All Air and Fire, which made his Verſes clear, 
For that fine Madneſs ſtill he ard retain, 
Which rightly ſhould poſſeſs a Poet's Bram. 


- His Genius inclin'd him wholly to Tragedy, 

and he has obliged the world with Seven Plays 
.of this kind, of his own Compoſure, beſides 
One, in which he join'd with aſh, call'd Dido 
Oucen of Carthage, which I never ſaw. Of the 
others take the following Accoug© _ 

Dr. Fauſtus his Tragical Fiiftory, printed 4". 
Z.ond. 1661. There is an old Edition which I 
never ſaw, but this 1s printed with new Addi- 
tions, of ſeveral Scenes. The Plot, or the 
Foundation of this Play, may be read in ſeveral 
Authors, as Camerare: For. Subciſty. Cent. 1. 
Wierus de Prafligts Demonum, Lib. 2. Cap. 4- 
Lonicerns, &c. : | My 

£. 
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Edward the Second, a Tragedy printed 429. 
Lond.----. T know not 'the Date, or the Stage 
where this Play was acted, thro' the defe&t of 
my Title-page. For the Plot conſult the Hi- 
ſtorians, that have writ on thoſe Times, as 
Rannlphus Fligden, Walſmgham, Math. Weſt- 
minſter. Eſpecially thoſe that have more par« 
ticularly writ his Life, as Thomas de Ia More. 
Sr. Fr. Hubert, &c. 

Few of Malta, a Tragedy play'd before the 
King and Queen, in her Majeſties Theatre, at 
Whitehall, and by her Majeſties Servants at the 
Cock-pit, need 49. Lond. 1633. (after the 
Author's Deceaſe) and dedicated (by Mr. Tho- 
mas Heywood the Publiſher) To his Worthy 
Friend Mr. Thomas Hammon of Gray's-7nn. 
This Play was in much eſteem, 1n thoſe days 
the Jew's Part being play'd by Mr. Edward Al- 
len, that Ornament both to Z/ack-friars Stage, 
and to his Profeſſion ; to the One on Account of 
of his excellent Action, to the Other of his 
exemplary Piety in founding Dulwich Hoſpital 
in Surrey, What Opinion Mr. Heywood had 
of the Author and AQor, may be ſeen by the 
beginning of his Prologue ſpoke at the Coct-prre. 


We know not how our Play may paſs this Stage, 


But by the beſt of Poets * in that Ape 

T he Malta Jew had berng, and was made : 
And He, then by the be of * Afors play'd- 
In Hero and T.eander, (*) one did gam 

A laſting Memory - in Tamberlain, 
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Thais Jew, 107th others many : ih other wan 

. The Atiribute of peerleſs; berng a Man 
Whom we may rank wth (doing no one wrong) 
Proteus for Shapes, and Rolcius for a Tongue. 


Luſt's Dominion, or The Laſctuious Queen a 
Tragedy publiſht by Mr. Ar &an 85. Lond.166t. 
and dedicared to his worthily honour'd Friend 
William Carpenter Fiquire. This Play was al- 
tcr'd by Mrs. Fehn, and ated under the Title 
of Abdelazer, or The Moor's Revenge. 

Maſſacre of Paris, with the Death of the 
Duke of Guile ; a Tragedy, play'd by the Right 
Honourable the Lord Admiral's Servants,print- 
ed oftavo Loud. ——. This Play 15 not divided 
into Acts; 1t begins with that fatal Marriage 
between the King of Navarre, and Margnerite 
de Valois, Silter to King Charles the Ninth, the 
Occaſion of the Mallicre; and ends with the 
Death of F/enry the Third of France. For the 
Plot, ſee the Writers of thoſe rimes, in the 
Reigns of theſe two Kings, Ch. IX. and Fenry 
ITI. 7 huanus, Davila, Pierre Matthien, Dupleix, 
Mezeray, Ofc. "” | | 
 Tamburlam the Great, or The Scythian Shep- 

| herd, a Tragedy in two parts; ſundry times 
acted by the Lord Admural's Servants, printed 
in an old Black-Letter oftavo Lond. 1593. Had 
{ not Mr. Feywood's Word tor it, In;the fore- 
mentzon'd Prologue, I ſhould not belieye this 
Play to be his ; 1t being true, what an ingenious 
Author ſaid (*), That whoever was the Author, 
he mas ht ev'n keep it to himfelf, ſecure from Pla- 
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giary. For the Story, ſce thoſe that have writ 
his Life in particular, -as Pietro Perondini, M. 
St. Santtyon, Du Bec, gc. and thole thar have 
treated of the Aﬀairs of Turks and Tarters in 
| cnn in the Reigns of Pajazet and T amer- 


ane, as Laonicus, Chalcoconaylas, Pet. Bizarus, 


Kmnolles, oc. ny 
He writ beſides a Poem, call'd Hero and Le- 


ander ; Whoſe mighty Lines ( lays One (*)), Mr. 
Benjamin Johnion, a Man ſen/tble enough of his 
own Abilities, was often heard to ſay, that they 
were F.vamples jitter for Admiration, than Pa- 
ralel. 'T'his. oem, being left 1mperteEt by our 
our Author, who (according to Mr. Pbilzps (f)) 
1n ” wy riotous Fray, came 10 an untimely and 
violent Find ; it was finiſhed by Mr. Chapman, 
and printed oftayvo- Lond. 1606. 


Shakerley MARMIoN. 


A Gentleman born in the Reign of King 
Charles: the Firſt, at Amoe, ( 1n Sutton Hun- 
dred) in the County of NVor7hampron,about the 
beginning of Hr A. D. 1602. He was 
bred up at 7 hame-School, in Oxfordſhire, and 
at fifteen Years of Age was ſent to the Univer- 
ſity of Oxford, where he became a Member of 
Wadham Colledge, and in 1624. he took his 
Maſter of Arts Degree. What turther became 
of him, I know not, all that I am able to 1n- 
form the Reader, is, that' he ' was the Author 
of three Comedies, which have formerly been 
well approv'd, v2. | 
(c) Boſworth's Poms, Pref, (f) Modern Pots p. 24+ 
Antt- 
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Hntiquary, a Comedy, ated by her Majelties 
Servants at the Crekpie, and Arnndie quarto 
Loud. 1641. Aurelio's declaring his Marriage 
to 'the Duke and Leonardo, trom Lucretia's 
Lodging, where he got in by her Maid's Ath- 
Hance, 1s an Incident (as T have already ſhew'd) 
im ſeyeral Plays. | 

Fitie Companion, a Comedy atted before the 
King and Queen at #hzzchall, and ſundry umes 
with great applauſe at the Private Houſe 1n 
Salizbury-conrt, by the Prince's Servants ; print- 
ed quarto Zond.1633.and dedicated to the truly 
Noble, and his worthy Kinſman in all reſpeQs, 
Sir Rejph Dutton. The Reader will find that 
Captain Porpnſs, in Sir Barnaby Hhig, is behold- 
ing to Captain Yþibble in his Play, for ſome 
of his Expreſſions. 

Holland's Leaguer , an Excellent Comedy, 
often ated with gteat Applauſe, by the High 
and Mighty Prince Charles his Servants, at the 
Private Houſe in Salisbury-court,printed quarto 
Lond. 1632. The Author in this Play has ſhew- 
ed his Reading, having borrow'd ſeveral things 
from 7avenal, Petronins Arbyter, Ofc. 

Mr. #'inſtanky has made no mention of onr 
Author, and Mr. Philips bs os rove his Cha- 
rater of him, that he 1s no Obſcure or Un- 
copious Writer of Zng/;ſh Comedy, has aſctib'd 
two Comedies to him, which belong to other 
Men; the Ferre being writ by Edward Sharp- 
ham, and the Fair Maid of the Exchange ( if 
we may believe Amkman's Account) by 7 ho- 
mas Heywood. Ng 

2) Modern Poets, p. 170. 

(2) | } P». L 70 Joh n 
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John MaRsToxN. 


An Author that liv'd in the Reign of King 
Fames the Firſt, who was a Contributor to the 
Stage in his Time, by Eight Plays which were 
approv'd by the Audience at the Plack-fryars, 
and one of them, viz. Dutch Cartezan,was ſome 
few Years ſince, reviv'd with ſucceſs on the 
preſent Stage, under the Title of 7he Revenge, 
or The Match in New-gate. | 

The place of our Author's Birth, and Fa- 
mily, are to me unknown, neither can I reco- 
ver other Information of him, than what 


T learnt from .the Teſtimony of his Book- 
ſeller (*); © That he was free from all Obſcene _ 


* Speeches, which is the chief cauſe that makes 
*Plays to be ſo odious unto moſt Men. That he 
*abhorr'd ſuch Writers and their Works, 
*and profeſt himſelf an Enemy to all ſuch as 
, 7] their Scenes with Ribaldry, and larded 
*their Lines with Scurrilous Taunts and Jeſts : 
*So that whatſoever even in the Spring of his 
* Years, he preſented upon the private and pub- 
*Iick Theatre, in his Autumn and Declining 
, Age he needed nat to be aſham'd of. An Ex- 
cellen 


t CharaQeer ! and fir for the Imitation'of 


our Dramatiſts; moſt of whom would be 
FROG to have throughly ſtudyed Zorace: I 
could wiſh therefore, that they which know 
him fo well, would call to Mind and praftice 
his Advice; which is thus expreſt (i), 


(b) Ep. Ded, co his Plavy, 80, (i) De Arte Porticd, 
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Silors dedutti caveant, me judice, Faunt, 
Ne nmiu teneres juvenentur ver/ibus =" 9 
Aut wmunaa crepent, ignominieſaq,; dicta. 

Offenduntur enim quibus eff equus, & pater 


> res. 


But leaving this, I ſhall give the Reader an 
Account 'of his Plays 'in their Accuſtom'd 
Order: having firſt inform'd him, that fix 


of our Author's Plays are colletted into one Vo- - 


lume, being publiſht unger the Title of The 
Works of Mr. Zohn Marfton, printed oftavo 
Lond. 1633. and dedicated to the Right Honou- 


Table, the Lady E/zabeth Carie, Viicounteſs 


Faulkland. According to the Alphabet,. I am 
to begin with, v2. 

Antonio and Melida, a Hiltory ated by the 
Children of Pan/'s, printed oftavo Lond. 1633. 
Antomo's Revenge, or T he Second part of An- 
tonto and Melida ; trequently acted by the Chil- 
dren of Paul's, printed 1n ottavo. Theſe two 
Plays were likewiſe printed*in quarto above 

30 Years before this new Edition, v/z. 1602. 
Dutch Curtezan, a Comedy divers times pre- 
ſented at the Black-fryars, by the Children of 
the Queens Majeſties Revels; printed in oftavo 
Lond. 1633. "This Play was publiſhrt long be- 
fore 1n-quarto vi. 1605. Cockledemoy's cheat- 
ing Mrs. Mulljgrub the Hjntner's Waite, of the 
Goblet and the Salmon,is borrow'd from an old 
French Book called Les Contes au Monat : ſee 
the ſame Story in Znghfh, in a Book of Novels, 
call'd 7 he Palace of Pleaſure, in the laſt Novel. 
x ſuſatiate Connteſs, a Tragedy acted a Soeay 
tHe- 
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White-fryars, printed quarto Lond. 1603, It 


being a common cuſtom with our Author to 
diſguiſe his Story, and to perſonate real Per- 
ſons,under fergn'd CharaGters : I am'perſwaded 
that in this Play, under the Title of . //abe//a, 
the Infatiabie Counteſs of Suevia ; he meant 
Joane the Firſt Queen of Jeruſalem, Naples,and 
Sicily - and I doubt not but the Reader who wilt 
compare the Play with the Hiſtory, will aflent 
to my conjecture. Many are the Writers that 
have related her Life, as Coflenuccio, Sirmmin- 
neta, Villani, Montins, fyc. but T refer my £x- 
 gliſh Reader to Dr. Fuller's Prophant State; Ch. 
2, That her Lite has been the Subject not on- . 
Iy of Hiſtory, but of Poetry and Novels alfo, 1s 
manifeſt from this Play, and the Novels of 
Bandello, who has related her Story under the 
Title of The Inordinate Life of the Counteſs of 
Celant. Thas Novel 1s tranſlated into #rexch 
by Bellefore/t, Tom. 2. Nov. 20. and poſſibly 
our Author might build his Play on. this 
Foundation. "The like Story 1s related an God's 
Revenge againſt HO under the: Name of 
Anne of Werdenberg, Dutchels of Ume : See 

Hilt. x. | FP 
Male Content, a Tragicomedy, the firlt De- 
ſign being laid by Mr. Yebſter, was: corrected 
and augmented by our Author,printed 49. Loud. 
1604. and dedicated in the following Stile to 
Ben Fohnſon : Benjamimi Fohmſonto, Poets £1c- 
gantiſ}umo, Graviſſumo, Amico ſuo candido & cor - 
dato, Johannes Marſton, Muſarum Alumnas,aſpc- 
ram hanc ſuam Thaliam D. D. Notwithitand- 
ing our Authors proteflion of Frieadfhip, he 
| after« 


$<+ 2 - © WA * « 


< OS nf Fe TRE VEE. ca no > 


: 
* 9 
"= 
S#. 
:' 
: 
$3 
% 
* 
y 
Ly 
; 3 
$7 
| 


—_— 


| 
' 
l 
| 
Il 
{| 


5 Sn Reg. 


FLOSS Fe: B89. w 7 
7” 7 alin 
- ne 4 


rh eds 
- 350 An Account of the 


afterwards could not. refrain from refleQing {| 


on Mr. Foh»yſon, on Account of his Sejanus, an 
Catilme, as the Reader will find in the peruſal 
of his Epiſtle to Sophonzsba : * Know (fays he) 
©that I have not labour 'd in this Poem to re- 
<lare any thing as an Hiſtorian, but to enlarge 
Ceyery thing as a Poet. To tranſcribe Au- 
© thors, quote Authorities, and tranſlate Latin 
© Proſe Orations into Z1g/iſh Blank-Yerſe, hath 
Ein this Subje& been the leaſt aim of my Stu- 
©dies. That Mr. Johnſon 15 here meant, will I 
reſume be evident to any that are acquainted 
with his Works, and will compare the Ora- 
tions in Sa/uft, with thoſe 1n Catiline. On what 
rovocations our Author thus cenſured his 
Sica I know not, but this Cuſtom has been 
practic'd i alt Ages; the Old Proverb being 
verify'd in Poets as well as Whores, Two of a 
Trade can never agree. "Tis within the Me- 
mory of Man, that a Play has been dedicated 
to the late witty Earl of Zochefter, and an Eflay 
upon Satyr from the ſame Hand has befpatter'd 
his Reputation: So true tt 1s that ſome Poets 


Are ſtill prepar'd to praiſe or to abhor us 
roy the oa and Panegyrick for us. 


But begging $ardon for this Digreſſjon, I re- 
turn to the Play, which I take to he an honeſt 
general Satyr, and not (as ſome malicious Ene- 
mes endeavour'd to perſwade the World) de- 
ſign'd to ſtrike at any particular Perſons. 

" Paraſitaſter, or The Fawn, a Comedy divers 
times preſentedat the F/ack-fryars by the Chil- 
dren of the Queens Majeiſties Reyels ; printed 

ge 
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T So. Lond. 1633. This Play was formerly. print- 


cd 1n quarto 1606. The Plot of Dajeimnel her 
cozening the Duke by a pretended Diſcovery 
of Tiberiv's Love to her, 15 borrow'd from Boc- 
cace's Novels, Day 3. Nov. 3- This Novel is 
made uſe of as an Incident 1n ſeveral other 
Plays, as Flora's Yagaries, Souldiers Fortage ; 
ms Nymphadoro's Humour of Loving the 
whole Sex, AR. 3. Sc. 1. 1s copy'd from Ovid's 
Amor. Lab. 2. Eleg. 4- 

What you wilt, a Comedy printed 80, Lond. 
1633. Franciſco's zanying the Perſon and Hu- 
mour of Albano, 1s an 1ncident in ſeveral Plays, 
as Mr. Cowley's Guardian, Albumazer, Oc. Po 


t 
© preſumes the Deſign was firſt copy'd from 
P 


tus his Amphitruo. Thas I take to he one 
of our Authors beſt Plays. 

Wonder of Women, or Sophontsha her 'Fra- 
gedy, ſundry times adted at the Black-fryars, 
and printed in 80, Lond. 1633. This Play 1s 
founded on Hiſtory ; ſee Ziy, Dec. 3. Lib. 10. 
Corn. Nepos m Vit. Annibal. Polibrus, Appian, 
Oro/s. The Engliſh Reader may read this Sto- 
rylvely deſcrib'd by the Judicious Sir F. Raw- 
/c:gh, in his Hiſtory of the #or/d, Rook the x. 

Mr, Phillips (*), and Mr. #mftanhky (') have 
created him the Author of a Play call'd 7he 
Faithful Shepherd, which I am confident is none 
of his; and have omitted his Satyrs, which 
render'd him more eminent than his Drama- 
tuck Poetry. The Title 1s The Sconrge of Vit- 
any, in three Books of Satyrs, printed in Bo. 
Lond. 1598. Mr. Fitz-Geoffry above-mention'd, 

(hk) Modern Perks, putt. (1, Eagiuſh Parnafyns, p. 137: ; 
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in the Account of Daniel and Johnſon, writ ir 
his thexrCommendartion the followingHexaſtick(®). 


Ad Johannem Marſtonem. 


Ghria Maritoni Satyrarum proxima prime, 
pI primas ft numerare duas ; 

Sin primam duphcare nefas, tua gloria ſaliem f 
Marſton1 prime proxima (emper eris. 

Nec te paniteat flationts, Jane : ſecundus, 
Cu duo ſimt tantum,eſt neuter ; at ambo pares. 


John Masox. 


T can give the Reader no Account of this 
Author, further, than he was a Maſter of Arts 
in the time of King James the Firſt, about the 
middle of whoſe Reign he publiſht a Play ſti1'd, 

Muleaſſes the Turk, a Worthy Tragedy, d1- 
vers times acted by the Children of his Maje- 
ſties Revels, printed 49. Lond. 1610. Whether 
this Play deſerv'd the Title of Yorthy, I ſhall 
not determine : but that the Author had a good 
Opinion of it, ſeems apparent from his Lemma 
in the Title-page, borrow'd from Horace ; 


Sume ſuperbiam qua/itam meritis. 


Philip MassINGeR. 4 


This Author was Born at Sal:sbury, in the 
Reign of King Charles the Firſt; being Son to 
Philip Maſſmger, a Gentleman belonging to the 
Earl of «Montgomery, in whole ſervice after 
having ſpent many years happily, he Died. He 


(m) Aﬀamarimy Lib. 2. : i 
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beſtow'd a liberal Egucation on our Author, 
ſending him to the Univerſity of Oxford, at 
Eighteen years of Age, v/z. 1602. where he 
cloſely purſued his Studies 1h Alban-Zah, for 
Three or Four yeats ſpace. How he ſpent his 
Life afterwards I know not : but 'tis evident 
that he dedicated a'great part of his Studies 
to Poetry, from ſeveral P ys which he has 
ubliſhr, 'and which *were highly eſteem'd of 
by the Wits of thoſe times, tor the purity of 
Stile, and the Oeconomy of their Plots: for 
which |Excellency he is thus commended by 
an old Poet 11. 1 1 mY TT W194 
TIngenious reg 2p Maſlinger, that knows 
T he Strength of Plot go write in Verſe,and Proſe; 
Whoſe" y Pegaſus will ramble o're 
Fl Some 7 hreeſcore Miles of Fancy in an Hogr. 


He was extreamly belov'd by the Poers of that 
Age, and there were few but what took it-as 


an Honour. to:club with him in a Play; wit- 


neſs' Middleton, Rowhky, Field, and Deckert all 
which join'd- with ham in ſeveral-T:aboars.- 
Nay, further to ſhew 'his Excellency, the in- 
genious Fletcher, took him 1n as 4 Partner in 
ſeveral Plays, as I have already hinted, p. 211: 
He was a Man of much Modeſty and extraor- 
dinary Parts, and were it not that I- fear to 
draw Envy on our. Poets Memory,' | could pro- 
duce ſeveral Teftimonials in confirmation of 
this truth: however I will give the Reader 

ho Teſtimony of 
a Worthy Gentleman, Sir Thomas Zay : 


4 Tor: 
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Tou may remember, how you chid me, when 

T rankt you equal with thoſe glorious Men 

Beaumont and Fletcher : FE you love not praiſe, 

Tou muft ferbear the publiſhmg of Plays. 

The Taff Mazes of the cunning Plot ; 

T he po che Phraſe ; the ſweet Expreſſions, got 
Nether by theft, nor violence ; onceipt 
Freſh, and unſjulied ; All is of weight, 

Able to make the Captive Reader know, 
7 did but Fuſtice, when 7 plac'd you ſo. 
Our Author has publiſht Fourteen Plays of 

His own Writing, beſides thoſe in 'which he 

Join'd with other Poets. We ſhall begin with 


_aPlaycalld 


© Baſhful Lover, a Tragi-comedy often aRed 
at the private Houle in. Zlack-friars,. by His 
Majeſties Servants, with great Applauſe, prin- 

red 80. 1655. | | 
Bondman, an ancient Story, often a&ed with 
ood allowance at the Cock-prr 1n Drary-lane, 
y the moit Excellent Prancets the Lady E/:2a- 
beth her Servants, printed 40.; Lond. 1638. and 
dedicated to. the Right Honourable and his 
Singular good Lord Phzlip Earl of Montgomery. 
The Plot of the Slaves being ſedue'd1d Rebel- 
lion by Pſander, and reduc'd by Fimolcon, and 
their Hight at the light of the Whips ; is bor- 
row'd from the Story of the Scythian Slaves Re- 
bellion againit their Maſters. See Fuſtin L.1.C.5. 
City HMadam, a Comedy ated at the private 
Houſe in #lack-friars with great Applauſe, 
printed 49. Lond. 1659. for Andrew Penny- 
cuicke, One of the Aﬀtors, and dedicated by him 
to 


Dranmtick Poets. 355 


to the truly Noble and Virtuous Lady, Arne, 
Counteſs of Oxford. This is an Excellent 
old Play. 

Duke of Millain, a Tragedy printed in 4s. 
tho when, or where acted | know not, my Cop 
being imperfe&. As to the Plot, I ſuppoſe 
Sforza's giving orders to his Favourite ew. 
ciſco,to murther his beloved Wife the Dutcheſs 
Marcelia, was borrow'd from the Hiſtory of 
Herod, who on the like occaſion left orders 
with his Uncle oſeph to pur his beloved Ma- 
r:ammne to Death; as the Reader may ſee in 
Joſephus, Lib. 15. Cap. 4- 

mperor of the Eaſt, a Tragi-comedy diyers 
times acted at the Black-friars, and Globe Play- 
houſes, by the King's Majeſties Servants, prin- 
ted 49. Lond. 1632. and dedicated to the Right 
Honourable, and his = good Lord, 70þhn Lord 
Afhune, Baron of Oke-hampton. This Play is 
commended by three Copies of Verſes, One of 
which was writ by Sir Fon Cockain. For the 
Play, 'tis founded on the Hiſtory, of 7 heodoſtus 
the Younger. See Socrates LL. 7. Theodoret Ls. 

NEO L. 14. Paronius, Godean, &c. 
atal Dowry, a Tragedy often acted at the 
private Houſe in Black-friars, by His Majeſties . 
Servants, printed 4®. Lond. 1632. Thus Play 
was writ x, cur uthor' do Mr. Nathaniel 
Field (of whom I have already ſpoken). The 
behaviour of Charakis in voluntarily chooſing 
impriſonment to ranſom his Fathers Corps, 
that it might receive Funeral Rights; 1s co- 
pied from the Athenian Cymon, that admirable 
Example of Piety ſo much celcbrated by Pale- 
& 3 TIS 
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rins Maximus, Lib. s. C.4. Ex.9. Plutarch and 
Cornelius Nepos notwithitanding make it a 
fore'd Aﬀtion, and not voluntary. 

Guardian, a Comical Hiſtory often acted at 
the private Houſe 1n Zlack-fryars by his late 
Majeſties Servants, with great Applauſe, prin- 
ted 80. Lond. 1655. Severino's cutting off Ca- 
lipſo's Noſe in the dark, taking her for his 
Wife Fo/antre, 15 borrow'd from the Crmerian 

atron a Romance 89. the like Story 1s rela- 
ted in Poccace Day 8. Nov. 7. | 

Great Duke of Florence, a Comical Hiſtory 
often preſented with good allowance by her 
Majeſties Servants at the Phenix in Drury-lane, 
printed 49. Lond. 1636. and dedicated to the 
truly Honoured and his noble Favourer, Sir 
Robert Wiſeman of Thorrel's- Hall in Eſſex. 
This Play is commended by two Copies of 
Verſes, One of which was writ by Mr. Johue 
Ford, of whom we have already ſpoken p. 219. 
The falſe CharaQter given the Duke of the 
Beauty of Lidia, by Sanaſarro, reſembles the 
Story of King ZEapar and Duke Zthehwohph in 
his Account of the Perfe&tions of Alphreaa. 
As the Reader may find the Story ichieſia our 
Engliſh Chronicles that have writ the Reign 
of Edgar, as Speed, Stow, Baker, &c. 

Maid of Honour, a Tragi-comedy often pre- 
fented with good allowance, at the Phenrs in 
Drury-lane, by the Queen's Majeſties Servants, 
printed 49. Zond. 1632. and dedicated to his 
moſt Honoured Friends, Sir Francis Foliambe, 
and Sir Thomas Bland. A Copy of Verſes is 
prefixt to the Play, writ by Sir Afton m_— 

| ew 
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New way to pay Old Debts, a Comedy often 
atted at the Phenix in Drury-lane, by the 
Queens Majeſties Servants, prmted 4% Lond. 
1633. and dedicated to the Right Honourable 
Robert Earl of Carnarven. Thas Play 1s de- 
ſervedly commended by the Pens of Sir Henry 
Mooay, and Sir Thomas Fay, above-mention'd. 

Ol Law, or A new Way to pleaſe you, an 
excellent Comedy a&ed before the King and 
Queen at Sa/isbury-houſe, and at ſeveral other 
places with great applauſe, printed 4». Lond. 
1656. In this Play our Author was alliſted by 
Mr. Middleton, and Mr. Rowley. At the End 
of it 1s printed a Catalogue of Plays, which tho' 
{tiI'd oe any" in the Title-page, 1s far from it: 
for beſides abundance of Typographical Faults 
there are many other groſs Errors: ſevera 
pleces being mention'd under the Title of Plays 
which are of a different Species ; for Inſtance 
Pirgil's Eclogues axe inſerted under the Name 
of a Tragedy gc. 

Pifture, a Tragi-comedy, often preſented 
with good allowance at the Globe and Hlack- 
Fryars Play-houſes, by the King's Majeſties 
Servants, printed 40. Lond. 1636. and dedi- 
cated to his Honour'd, and SeleQed Friends of - 
the Noble Society of the /nner-Temple. This 
Play was a&ted by thoſe excellent Players of the 
laſt Age, Lowin, Taylor, Benfield, &c. and 1s 
commanded by his true Friend, Sir 7 homas Joy. 
The Plot of Sophza's decoying the two debaucht 
Courtiers Richardo and Ubalido, who attempted 
her Chaſtity, is related in a Book of Novels in 
ectavo, call d The Fortagrate, Deceiv'd, and Un- 

| & 13 fortu- 
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fortunate Lowers, ſc Nov. 4. of the Deceiv'd 
Lovers : but this Story 1s I ſuppoſe originally 
' Ztalian, this Book being a Collection from /7a- 
lian Novels. 

Renegado, a Tragi-comedy often ated by the 
Queens Majeſties Servants, at the private Play- 
houſe in Drury-lane, printed 4% Lond. 1630. 
and dedicated to the: Right Honourable George 
Harding, Baron of Barkley oi Barkley-Caſile, 
and Knight of the Honourable Order of the 
Rath. This Play 1s hkewiſe commended by 
two Copies of Verſes; One of which was writ 
by Mr. James Shirley. | 
Roman Aftor, a Tragedy ated divers times 
' with good allowance at the. private Houle 1n 

the Plack-fryars, by the King's Majeſties Ser- 
vants, printed 4». 1629. and dedicated to his 
much Honour'd, and moſt True Friends, Sir 
Philip Knivet, Sit T homas Jay, and T homas Bel- 
Imgham of Newtimnber wn Suſſex Eſquire. This 
Play is commended by Six Copies of Verſes 
writ by ſeveral Dramatick Poets of that Age, 
as May, Goff, Ford, &c. For the Plot read Suc- 
tonias in the Life of Domitian, Aurelius Fitter, 
Eutropims, Lib. 7. Tacitus, Lib. 13. Ofc. 

LVery Woman,or The Prince of T arent, a Trag1- 
comedy ofren ated at the private Houſe 1a the 
lack. frvars, by His late Majeſtiecs Servants 
with great applauſe, printed 89. Land, 16x55. 

- Our Anthor owns (') this Play to be founded 
on a Subjz& which long before appear'd on the 
Stage: tho' what Play it was I know not. 1 

have already acquainted the Reader (®) with 
' {n) Sce rrolugue, (-} Pag, 69- rg : 
the 
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the Reſemblance herweenthe Plot of this Tra- 
gi-comedy, and 7 he Obſ/tynate Lady. This Play, 
with The Baſbful Lover, aud.T he Guardien, arc 
printed together. 

Firgin «Martyr, a Tragedy ated by His Ma- 
jeſties Servants with great applauſe,printed 49. 
Lond. 1661. In this Play our Author took 1n 
Mr. 7 homas Decker for Partner. I preſume the 
Story may be met with in the Martyrologies 
which have treated of the Tenth Perſecution 
1n the time of Diocle/ran, and Maximian. See 
Roſjweidus, Yaleſius, &c. | 

Unnatural Combat, a Tragedy preſented by 
the King's Majeſties Servants at the G/obe,prin- | 
ted 42. Fad 1639. and dedicated to his much 
Honour'd Friend, 4nthony Senthger of Oukbam 
in Kent, Eſquire. *'This Old Tragedy (as the 
© Author tells his Patron) has neither Prologue 
© nor Epilogue, 1t being compoſed in a time, 
< when ſuch By-ornaments, were not adyanced 
© above the Fabrick of the whole work. 

I know nothing elſe of our Authors Wri- 
tings, and therefore muſt haſten to the laſt Act 
of his Life,his Death; which happen'd at Zon- 
don in March 1669. On the Seventeenth .of 
the ſame Month he was Buried in St. Mary 
Overies Church in Southwark, in the ſame 
Grave with Mr. Fletcher. What Monumen 
or Inſcription he has I know not ; but 
cloſe up our Account of this Ingentous Poet, 
with the following Epitaph writ by Sir 4c 
Cokain, (?) 


(p) Epigrams, L, 1, Ep. 100. 
, 4 An 
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An Epitaph on Mr! Joh Fletcher, and Mr. Phi. 
lip Maſſinger, \who\Tay- both buried in one 
Grave;'in St:Mary Overy's Church, in Sourh- 


war b. 


Tn the ſame Grave Fletcher was buried, here 
_ Laes, the Stage-Poct, Phalip Mallinger : ; 

Plays they aid write together, were great 
FrNnss,. ©; | 

And now one Grave includes them in their Ends. 

So whom on Earth nothing did part, beneath 

Here ( m ther Fame) they lie, in ſpight of 
Death. | 


Thomas Mar. 


This Gentleman, was barn in Su//ex of an 
ancient but ſomewhat declining Family, in the 
Reign of Queen Z/;zaberh, He was tor ſome 
Years bred a Scholar 1n the Univerſity of 
Cambridze, being Fellow-Commoner of S:ancy 
Colledge. During his Abode there, he was a 
very 4 Student, and what Stock of Learn- 
ing he th-n treaſur'd up, 1s apparent from his 
Works, which are 1n print. He remov'd at- 
terwards to Loudon, following the Court, where 
he contrafted Friendſhip with ſeveral Eminenc 
Courtiers,amongſt others with the accompliſht 

ndymiou Porter, Elq; One, of the Gentlemen 
of his Majcſhes Bedchamber ; a Gentleman fo 
dear to Sir H7/iam Z Avenant, that he ſtiled 
him (*) Lord of his Muſe and Heart.  Whilit 

id 


he relided at Court, he writ the five Plays 


(9) +pyen,, p- 233, 


which 
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which are quran and poſlibly his other Pieces. 
Dr. Fuller ſays of him ('), ©That ſome Diſguſt 
©at Court was given to, or taken by him, ( as 
*ſome would have n) becauſe his Bays were 
© not guilded richly enough, and his Verſes re- 
* waxded by King Char/es,according to expeQa- 
*tion. Mr. Phz/ips (') and Mr. Fnſtankey (*) inſi- 
nuate, 'That being Candidate with Sir #7/{iam 
D' Avenant, for the Honourable Title of the 
Queny's Poet, arfd being fruſtrate in his Expe- 
&ations, ont of meer Splecn, as 1t 18 thought, 
for his Repulle, he vented his Spite in his Ht- 
ſtory of the late Civil Wars of Zng/and ; where- 
in, Mr.#;nftanley ſays, he ſhew'd all the Spleen 
. of a Male-contented Poet, making thereby his 
Friends his Foes, and rendring his Name odi- 
ous to Polterity. Whether thas Accuſarion te 
true, or no, I know not; but I am ſure his 
Enemies muſt allow him to be a good Poer, tho' 
poſlibly he fell ſhort of Sir YiHliam D' Avenant - 
and tho'I no ways abet his ſelf Opinion, yetT 
learn from Forace, that even Ill Poets, fet 2 
value on their Writings, tho' they are deſpis'd 
by others ; 


Ridentur mala qui componunt Carmina, verum 
Gaudent Scribentes, oy ſe venerantur,gy ultre, 
$1 taceas, laudant, quicquid ſcripſere beati. 


And therefore I hope the moderate Critick wall 
bear with the Frailty of our Author: and I 
doubt not but if they will read his Works with 
Candor, and eſpecially his Plays, they will find 
he had ſonie Reaſon for his Opinion of what 


"(r) norte Sale, p110, (1) Pag 179. (t) Page 164. k 
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he writ. I ſhall firlt give the Reader a ſuc- 
cin& Account of his Plays as follows : 
fgrippina Empreſs of Rome, her Tragedy, 
printed 120. Loud. 1629. Our Author has fol- 
os 'd Xiphilmas, T acitus, and Suetomns, in the 
Deligning his Tragedy : and beſides has trani- 
hated and inſerted above 3o. Lines from Perro- 
#:#s /rbyters Satyricon (*), being a Tranſlation 
of thoſe Verſes recited by Zumo/pus, beginning 


Orbem jam totum vittor Romanus habebat,&c. 
and concluding with 


Siculo ſcarus eaquore merſus 
Ad menſam vivus perducitur, ——_ 

Now altho' this is patly enough apply'd by our 
 Authox, he haves Madoc Av in «wag 
guer, commanding Petronius to write a Satyr 
againſt thoſe Pleaſures he us'd to commend; 
er methinks Mr. May, having ſuch a particu- 
ar Value for Lucan, as to tranſlate his Pharſa- 
3 za, he ſhould not have inſerted what was pur- 
polely writ againſt this particular Work; as 
may be gather'd from the foregoing Specch, 
Ecce Bell Cruilts imgens Opus, oc. but rather 
bave left it to ſuch a Man as Dt who (as a 
French Author has obſerv'd ) could no longer 
| endure the Fire and Tempeſt of Lacan, when 
FT he read the* Taking of 7roy;or that *little Eflay 
of the War of Pharſalia, which he declar'd to 
Jove much better quam trecenta Cordubenſes tl- 
lins Pharſalicorum verſuum Yolumiua, The firlt 
AR of this Play has been 111 corre&ed, four 
(u) Act. 4. * þ ke the brit to be ſpoke of Viights oo 

* The ſecond of Peirenins his Pocm aboyzemention'd. 
Pages 
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pages of it being printed twice over. 

Antigone, the 7 hebane Princeſs her Tragedy 

rinted 80. Lond.163 1.and dedicated to the moſt 
Worthil Honoured Endymion Porter Eſquire. 
Our Author 1n the Contexture of this Tragedy 
has made uſe of the 4ntigone of Sophocles, and 
the Thebais of Seneca. The Reader may ee be- 
lides Statins's T hebais, gc. 

Cleopatra Queen of /Agypt her Tragedy 
acted 1626. and printed 129. Lowd. 1639. an 
dedicated 10 the Accompliſh'd Sir XKewelme 
Digby. The Author has follow'd the Hiſto- 
rians of thoſe times, as Apprar. de Bellis Crui- 
libus lib.y. Plutarch's Life of £&M. Anthony, Sue- 
. tomins's Lite of Auguſtus. Florus lib.z. Dion,Cc. 
He has borrow'd beſides ſeveral other Embe- 
l:ſhments, as Cal/imaccus's Fpigram upon 7 imon 
the Miſanthropift ; an Account of the Ancient 
Lybian Pſylls, to famous for curing the Vene- 
mous Bites of Serpents, by ſucking the wound, 
related by Pliny, 4b. 7. c. 2. and by So/anus, gc. 

Fleir, a Comedy ated by the. Company of 
Revels 1620. printed 4». Lond. 1633. This 
Comedy is extreamly commended by the al- 
ready mention'd Mr. 7 homas Carew, 1n a Gpy 
of Yerles afhx'd to the Play ; where a 
other Commendations beitow'd on the Stile, 
and the Natural working up of the Paſſions, he 
ſays thus of the Oeconomy of the Play : 


The whole Phot doth alike it ſelf diſchſe, 

T hro' the Frue Atts, as doth a Lock, that goes 
With Letters, for till every one be known, 
The Lock's as faſt, as if you had found none. 


7 
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I believe there are few Perſons of Judgment 

that aretrue lovers of Innocent and inoftenſive 

— but will allow this to be an Excellent 
ay. 

Old Couple, a Comedy printed 49. Lond.1651. 
Thas Play 1s not much ſhort of the former, and 
is chiefly defign'd an Antidote againſt Cove- 
touſneſs. 

. Mr. Philips (*) and Mr. F:nſtanley (7) aſcribe 

wo other Plays to our Author, vz. The Old 
Hrves Tale, and Orlando Furioſo ; the firſt of 
theſe I never ſaw, but for the latter, I aflure 
my Reader, 1t was printed long before our Au- 
thor was born, at leaſt before he was able to 
guide a Pen, much leſs to write a Play, it be- 
ing printed 4”. Lond. 1 5 94. 

But tho' he has no more Plays, he has other 
Pteces extant in print; as the Tranſlation of 
Lucan's Pharſalia 80. Lond. 1635. which Poems 
our Author has continued down to the Death 
of 7ultus Cxſar,in VII Books both in Latin and 
Engliſh Verie. I have already given you Dou- 
24's Character of this Poem, to which I might 
add that of Scalger, Raprn, and other Criticks ; 
but this being ſomewhat forreign to my pre- 
ſent Subje&, I ſhall wave it, and content my 
ſelf with acquainting my Reader, That how- 
ever pompous and ſplendid the French Verfion- 
of Brebenf has appear'd in France, our Engliſh 
Tranſlation 1s lk taforiour toit; and 15 ex- 
treamly commended by our Famous Johnſon, in 
a Copy of Verles prefix'd before the Book well 
worth the Reader's peruſal. He tranſlated be- 
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fides Yirgi/'s. Georgicks, printed with Annota- 
tions 89. Lond. 1622. Mr, Phi/;ps mentions a 
Hiſtory of Henry the Second, writ by him 1n 
Verſe, and a Hiſtory of the late Civil Wars of 
England in Proſe ; neither of which have I 
ſeen, and therefore pretend not to determine 
whether he were a partial Writer or no. Only 
give me leave to conclude 1n the Words of Dr. 


- Fuller ; © That if he were a ed and par- 


© tal Writer, yet that he lyeth buried near a 
*o00d and true Hiſtorian indeed, viz. Mr.Camb- 
© den, in the Welt.ſide of the North-Iſle of 
*Weftminſter Abbey , dying ſuddenly. in the 
*Night, A.D. 1652. 1n the 55*) Year of his 


© Age. I know not how Mr. #inſtaniey hap- 


pened toomit the Tranſcript of: ſo memorab F 
2 paſſage, ſince he has elſewhere, borrow d ſo 
largely from this Worthy Author, as well as 
Mr, Philips, without either of' them ackaow- 
ledging the leaſt obligation to ham. 


"Robert Mead. 


An Author that liv'd in the Reigns of King 
James, and King Charles the F nl and was 

ſometime a Member of Chr:/t-Charch Colledge 

in Oxford ;. as I learn from the Title-page a , 4 

Play, call'd We 

Q Combat of Love and Friendſhip, a Comedy, 

formerly preſented by the Gentlemen of Chritt 

Church in Oxford, and printed 49. Lond. 1654. 

This Play was publiſhed after the Authors de- 

ceaſe, at that time when the Muſes were ba- 

nih'd the Theatre, I wiſh I were able tg give 

'the 


. 
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the Reader a better Account of our Author : 
But being deſtirute of other Information, this 
Gentleman having wholly eſcaped the Indu- 
ſtry of Mr. Food, 1 muſt be beholding for what 
I ok borrow'd, to the Stationer's Epiſtle to 
the Reader; where he tells us, © That he 
* had been a Perſon, whoſe Eminent and 
© General Abilities, have left him a Chara- 
© er precious and honourable to our Nati- 
on; and therefore the Reader is not to look 
© upon this Compoſition, bur as at a ſtoop, when 
© his youth was willing to deſcend from his 
©then higher Contemplatron. He tells us, that 
he could ſay more in his Honour, but that he 
© was ſo great a lover of Humility an his Life, 
©that he was almoſt afraid, being dead,he might 
©be diſpleasd to hear his own worth re- 
©<membred. 

Mr. Philips thro' his old Miſtake aſcribes to 
him The Co/tly Fhore; tho' I am almoſt confi- 
dent the Play 1s not of his Writing: and that 
thoſe that believe it ſo, have taken up their 
Opinion upon ConjeAure. 


Matthew MEDBoOURN. 


An ARor belonging to the Duke's Theatre, 
in the Reign of King Charles the Second. One, 
whoſe good parts deſery'd a better fate than to 
die in Priſon, as he did in the time of the late 
Popiſh-Pht ; thro' a too forward and indiſcreet 
Zeal for a miſtaken Religion. Ten Years be- 
fore the Diſcovery of that Conſpiracy,our Au- 
thor publiſht a Play, call'd _ 

a[e 
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Tartuffe, or The French Puritan, afted at the 
Theatre-Royal, written in French by Molltere, 
and rendred 1ato Zng/;fh, with much Addition 
and Advantage ; printed 4*®. Lond. 1670. and 
dedicated to the Right Honourable Fenry, 
Lord: Howard of Norfolk, This Play was 
recceiv'd with univerſal Applauſe en our Zx- 
2/iſh Stage, if we believe our Author, and is - 
accounted by him the ———— of Molliere's 
Produ&tions, or rather that of all French Come- 
&y. I preſume the Tranſlator, (who was a great 
Bigot ) eſteem'd this Play the more, 1t being 
FL ua das a Satyr againit the French Fingonots; 
tho' at the ſame time 1t mult be acknowledg'd, 
that the French Author has made an Admicebk 
Defence for the Charafter of his Protagonilt 
Tartufje, in his Preface, to which I refer the 
Reader who 1s vers'd in the French Tongue. ' 


Thomas MERITON. 


A Gentleman that 1iv'd in the Reign of Ki 
Charles the Second, and is certainly the meane! 
Dramatick Writer that ever Eugland produc'd. 
I may with Juſtice apply to his Stapidity what 
Menedemus the Eretriack Philoſopher, faid 
of Perſeus's wickedneſs: Fe 7s madeed a Poet ; 
but of all Men that are, ere, or ever ſhall be, 
the dufleft. Never any Man's Stile was more 
Bombaſt, ſo that undoubtedly he deferv'd to 
have been under Ben. John/on's Hands; and 
had he hiv'd in that Age, had without queſtion 
underwent the trouble of a Vomit, as well as 
Criſpmus 1n Poetaſter, till he had ( to gy” 

ne 
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One of his lofty Expreſſions) diſgorg'd the ob- 
dure Faculty of his Sence. I pretend not to 
that Quickneſs of Apprehenſion, as to under- 
ftand ether of his Plays, and therefore the 
Reader wall not expe& that I thould give any 
further Account of them, than that they are 

#wo0 1n number, v2. 


*Love and War, a Tragedy, printed 40.Lond. 
1658. and dedicated to the Trul Noble, Judi- 
cious Gentleman, and his molt Eſteemed Bro- 
ther, Mr. George Meriton. I am apt to believe 
theſe two Brothers afted the Counterpart of 
thoſe German Brethren that dwelt at Rome, 
the Orator and the Rhetorician mentioned by 
Horace (*), whoſe buſineſs it was, ED 


— ut alter 
Alterius ſermone meros auairet honores : 
Gracchus ut hzc ill; foret, hic at Mutius zl... 


"Wanaring Lover, a Tragi-comedy adted ſe- 
veral times privately at ſundry places by the 
Author and bis Friends with great Applauſe ; 

rinted 49%. Lond. 1658. and | 46h þ to the 

ngenious, Judicious, and much Honoured 
Gentleman, Francis Wright Eſquire. This Au- | 
thor's Works being very ſcarce, and moſt of 
the Impreſſion bought up by Chandlers and 
Grocers, I may pol oblige my Reader, by 
giving him a Taſte of his Stile, and juſtify m 
elf from the Imputation of Seandal. I ſhall 
therefore tranſcribe part of his Epiſtle, which 
runs thus: 


(2) Epift. lib, Jo Ep, 2» 
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To the Ingenious, Judic1ous, and much Ho- 
noured Gentleman, Francis Yrj2ht Eq 


Sir : My Tntentions wandring upon the limits 
of vain Cogitations, was at the laſt arrived at the 
propicious brinks of an Anglicis of Performance; 
where ſeeing Diana and Venus 1 a Martial com- 
bat, and ſuch rare Atchievements performed 
two ſuch Ininimate Goddeſſes, did lend to the 
a of their Angelical Eyes, my ſelf to be the 
ſole Spettator of their foregoing Yalour : where 
then their purpoſe was to'chooſe me their Arbi- 
trator ; the which 7 perceruvimng, did with a mild 
Completion ( knowing my ſelf AP ) rel/ent 
backwards, thinkins thereby to loſe leſs Credit, 
and gain more Honour, to ſet Pen to Paper, and 
to relate ſome certain and harmleſs Dialogues, 
that while 7 was preſent, betwixt them paſt , 
which 7s This Poem ; 9c, | 


By this time I —_— my Reader 1s ſuffici- 
ently tired, and will take my Word that the 
Play 1s of the ſame piece, without giving him- 
ſelf the trouble to diſprove me: and I affure 
him that His Love and War is yet more {ſwelling 
and unintelligible, than this Play. 

He tells his Patron above-mentioned, That 
certain 1t is he writ two Books of the fame 
Nature, vzz. The ſeveral Afairs, a Comedy, and 
The _ Virgin, a Romance; but they were 
his Pocket-Compantons, and but thewn ro ſome 
private Friends. Happy certaiuly were thoſe 
Men, who were not reckoned in the number of 
his Friends ; ſince they were obliged to hear 
ſuch an Author's ah” Dl Fuſtian,wkich ike 
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an empty Cask, makes a great Sound, but yields 
at beſt nothing but a few Lees. Tho to all Men 
generally ſuch Authors are troubleſome, 1t not 
odious, and to be ſhunn'd by them, as Forace 
lays (*): | 
tndoftum, dotumy; fugat recitator acerbus. 
Quem vero arr iputt, tenet, occiditg; legend, 
Aon mijura cutem niſt plena cruoris hirnds. 


Thomas MIDDLETON. 


An Author of good Eftecm in the Reign of 
King Char/ecs the Firtt. He was Contemporary 
with thoſe Famons Poets Johnſon, Fletcher, 
eMaſſmger and Rowley, in whote. Friendſhip 
he had a large Share; and tho' he came ſhort 
of the twe former 1n parts, yet-like the Zvy b 
the Aſſiſtance of the Oak, (being joyn'd wat 
them 1n ſeveral Plays) he chm'd up to ſome 
conſiderable height of Reputation. He joyn'd 
with Fletcher and Johnſon, in a Play called The 
Widow, of which we have already ſpoken, p. 
298. in the Account of Johnſon; and ds 
molt Men will allow, That he that was thought 
fic to be receiv'd into a 7riumuirate, by two 
ſuch Great Men, was no common Poet. He 
club'd with «Mafſmger and Rowley in Writing 
the 0/4 Law, as betore I have remarked al- 
ready : Sce pag. 252. He was likewiſe afiſt- 
ed by Rowl/ey 1n three Plays, of. which we 
{hall preſently give an Account; and 1n thoſe 
Plays which he writ alotc, there are ſeveral 
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Comedies; as eMichaelmaſs-Term, Mayor of 
Wrinboroug by. which 11 "x him a Dramatick 
Poet of the Second Rank. The firit Play we 
are to begin with, 1s call'd 

Any thing for a Quiet Life, a Comedy for- 
merly aQted at the PBact-fryars, by his late Ma- 
jeſties Servants; yon 49. Lond.1662. This 
Play being One of thoſe Manuſcripts publiſhed 
by Arrkman, 1 fuppoſe was in Eſteem on the 
Stage, before the Breaking out of the Civil 
Wars. | 

Blurt Mr. Conſtable, or T he Spaniard's Night- 


walk; a Comedy ſundry times privately acted 
| by the Children of Paul's, printed. Lond. 1602. 


There 1s no Name aftix'd to. this Play, and fe- 
veral others, which are aſcribed to our Author 
by Mr. Kirkman ; as 7 he Phenix, Came at Cheſs, 
and 7 he Family of Love ; but knowing his Ac- 
I with Plays to have been very con- 
iderable, I have plac'd them to their Repured 
Author. | 
Changling, a Tragedy, acted with great ap- 
plauſe, 'at the Private-Houſe in Drury-Lane, 
and Salrsbury-Court ; printed 49. Lond. 1653. 
in this Play our Author was athſted by Mr. 
Rowley. The Foundation of the Play may be 
ends n Reynold's God's Revenge againſt © Mur- 
ther. See the Story of A/ſemero, aud Beatrice 
Foanna, Book 1. Hiſt 
Chaft Maid m Cheap-/ide, 2 pleaſant conceit- 
ed Comedy, often acted at the Swan on the 
Bank-ſide, by the Lady Elizabeth her Servants; 
printed 4* Lond. 1620. 
Farr Quarrel, a Comedy, printed 49. Lond. 
Aa 2 L622, 
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1622. and dedicated to the Nobly diſpos'd, and 
Faithful-breaſted Robert Grey Eiq; one of the 
Grooms of his Highnefles Chamber. The Plot 
of Fitz-allen, Ruj/el and Fane, 1s founded, as } 
ſuppoſe,on ſome /zal/zan Novel, and may be read 


In Engliſh in the Complaiſant Companion, oftavo 


p- 280. "Thar part of the Phyſitian tempting 
Fane, and then accuſing her, is founded on a 
Novel of Cynthio Giralat: See Dec. 4. Nov. 5. 
To this Play Mr. Rowley joyn'd with our Au- 


thor. 

Family of Love, a Comedy acted by the Chil- 
dren of his Majeſties Revels ; printed 4% Lond. 
1608. This Play 4s mentioned by Sir 7 homas 
HBormeel, in The Laay of Pleaſure, At 1. Sc. 1. 

Game at Cheſs; fans ry times acted at the 
Globe on the Bank-/tde, printed 49. Lond. 16---. 
Thais Play is conſonant to the Title, where the 
Game 1s play'd between the Church of England, 
and that of Rome; /gnatins Loyola being Spe- 
ator, the former 1n the End, gaining the Vi- 
tory. 

| r AR emple Maſque, or Maſque of Feroes ; 
preſented (as an Entertainment tor many wor- 
thy Ladies) by Gentlemen of the ſame Ancient 
and Noble Houſe , printed 49. Zond.164c. This 
Play was writ twenty Years before it was print- 
ed; and yet fo well eſteem'd by Mrs. Behr, that 
ſhe has taken part of it into the Cty FHezreſs. 

e Mayor of Qunborough, a Comedy often ated 
with much applauſe, by his Majeſties Servants, 
printed 4». Lond. 1661. In this Play are ſeve- 
r2] Dumb Shews, explained by Rarmu/ph Monk 
of Che/ter, and the Author has chictly followed 
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his Polychronicon : See belides Sow, Speed, Du 
Cheſne, gyc. im the Reign of Yortiger. 

eMichaehna(s-Term, a: Comedy, printed in 
quarto, but where or when, I know not, thro' 
the imperfechon of my Copy. 

eMore Diſ/emblers beſides Women, a Comedy 
printed Bo, Lond. 1657. | 

No Wit, no Help, like a Woman's, 2 Comedy 
printed 80. Lond. 1657. 

Phenix, a 'Tragi-comedy, ſundry tmes acted 
by the Children of Pa#/'s, and preſented betore 
his Majelty ; printed 4s. Lond. 1607. 

Roaring Girl, a Comedy which I never ſaw. 

Spaniſh G'ypſie, a Tragi-comedy acted ( with 
great applaule) at the Private-Houſe in Drary- 
Lane, and Salrsbury-Caurt, written by our Au- 
thor and Mr. Rowley ; printed 40. Lond. 1661. 
T he Story of Roderigo and Clara, has a near 
reſemblance with (1t it be not borrow'd from) 
a Spaniſh Novel, writ by «Mzgnel de Cervantes, 
call'd 7 he Force of Blood. 

Trick to catch the Old One, a Comedy often 
in Aion, both at Pau/'s, the Black-fryars, and 
before their Majeſhes ; printed 49. Lond.1616. 
This 1s an Excellent Old Play. 

Triumphs of Love and Antiquity, an Honour- 
able Solemnity performed thro' the City, at . 
the Confirmation and Eſtabliſhment of the 
Right Hononrable, Sir #7#iam Cockgrne Ke. in 
the Office of His Majeſties Lieutenant, the 
Lord Mayor of the Famous City of Landon - 
Taking beginning 1n the Morning at his Lord- 
ſhip's Going, and perteCting 1t ſelf after his Re- 
turn from Recetying the Oath of Mayoralty at 

Aaz Weft- 
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Weſtminſter, on the: Morrow after S:mou and 
Fude's Day, Oteb.\29 1619. printed 49. Lond. 
and dedicated 1o.the Honour of him to whom 
the Noble Fraternity of Stznners, his Worthy 
Brothers have dedicated their Loves 1n Coltly 
Triumphs, The Right Honourable Sir #7Z:am 
Cockaine Knight, Lord Mayor of this Renowned 
City, and Lord General of his Military Forces. 
This Piece conliilts only of Speeches, addreſt 
to his Lordſhip, at his Cavaſ/caae thro' the ys 
and I think no ways deſerv'd either the Title 
of a MHaſgue, under which Species it has been 
hitherto rank'd; nor ſo pompous a Title, as 
the Author has prehx'd. 

Homes beware Women, a Tragedy, printed 

89. Lond. 1657. This Play with two others, 
v2. More Difſemblers beſrdes Women, and, No 
Wt hike a Woman's, are all in one Volume. 
The Foundation of this Play, is borrow'd from 
a Romance called Fyppolito and 7ſabelta,oftavo. 
Th1s Drama, 1t we give Credit to Mr. Richards, 
a Poet of that Age, was acted with extraordt- 
nary applaute, as he ſays 1n his Vezſes on thar 
Play : | | 

1 that have ſeen t, can ſay, having juſt cauſe, 

Ne're Tragedy came off with more Applanſe. 


World loft at Terms, a Maſque divers times 
prefented to the Contentment of many Noble 
and Worthy Spectators, by the Princes Ser- 
vants; printed 4%. Loud. 1620. and dedicated 
to the truly Noble Charles, Lord Howard, Ba- 
ron of Z//mzham, and to his Virtuous and Wor- 
thy the Right Honourable Mary, Lady Efmng- 
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ham, Fldeſt Daughter of the truly Generous 
and Judicious Str W.Cockain Knight, L9. Mayor 
of the City of London, and Lord General of the 
Military Forces. 

Tour Five Gallants, a Comedy often in Aﬀtion 
at the Þlack-fryars, and imprinted at London 
4% This Play has no Date, and | believe was 
One of the firſt that our Author publifhd. 


John MiLToN. 


An Author that Jiv'd in the Reign of King 
Charles the Martyr. Had his Principles been 
42S good as his Parts, he had been an Excellent 
Perſon; but his demerits towards his Sovereign, 
has very much ſullied his Reputation. He has 
writ ſeveral Pieces both in Verſe and Profe : 
and amongſt others two Dramas,of which we 
ſhall firſt give an Account, v2. | 

Samſon Agoniltes, a Dramatick Poem ; print- 
ed 89. Lond. 1680. Our Author has endea- 
vour'd to imitate the Tragedy of the An- 
cient Greek Pocts; 'tis writ in Blank Verſe 
of ren Syllables, which the Author prefers to 
Rime. His Reaſons are too long to be tran- 
{cribed ; but thoſe who have the Curtolity, may 
read them at the Entrance of hts Paradice left. 
The Choras 1s introduced after the Greet Man- 
ner,and (ſays my Author) *The Meaſure of its 
© Verſes 1s of all ſorts, called by the Greeks Mo- 
* noſtrophic, or rather Apolelymenon, without re- 
* gard had to Strophe, Antiftrophe,or Zpod;which 
© were a kind of Stanza's fram'd only for the 


* Muſick, than uſed with the Corus that ſung - 
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©not effential to the Poem, and therefore. not 
© materiol: or being divided 1nto Stanza's, or 
 Parſes, tney may be called 4//x0ftropha. Di- 
© v1hion 1nto ACt and Scene, reterring chiefly 
©to the Stage, (to which this Work never was 
© intended ) 1s here omitted. In this the Au- 
thor {cems to follow Sophocles, whoſe Plays are 
not divided into Acts. I take this to be an 
Excellent Picce; and as an Argument of its 
Excellency, I have before taken Notice, that 
Mr. Dryden has transferred ſcveral Thoughts 
to his Aurenz2zebe. The Koundation of the Hi1- 
ſtory 15 in Holy Writ : See Judges Ch.13,096. 
TFoſephus Autig. l. 5. Tormel, Salian, Oyc. 
Maſque, prefented at Ludlow Caltle 1634. 
on Michaelmaſs Night, before the Kight Ho- 
nourable John, Farl of Bridewater, Viſcount 
Brackley,1,9.72refident of Hales, and One of his 
Majeſtics moſt Honourable Privy Councll ; 
printed 40. Loud. 16B7. and dedicated by Mr. 
Hewy Laws the Publiſher, to the Right Ho- 
nourable 764#,Lord Vilcount Frack/cy,Son and 
Heir Apparent to the Farl of Fridewater, gc. 
The Publiſher acquaints his Patron, that © Al- 
*tho' not openly acknowledged by the Author, 
cyet 1t 15 a Legitimate Off-ipring; fo lovely, 
*and ſo much deſired, that the often copving 
*of 1t hath tir'd his Pen, to give his ſeveral 
*Friends Satisfattion, and brought him to 2 
{Necelhity of producing 1t to the publick view. 
The principal Perſons of this Maſque, were 
*the Lord Frack/ey, Mr. Thomas Fgerton, the 
1 ady Alice Fgertom. 
Our Author's ather Pieces in Verte, .are his 
Pa- 
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Paraaice l:/t,an Heroick Poem,in twelve Books. 
I know not when it was firſt printed, but there 
came out not long ſince a very fair Edition in 
Fol. with Sculptures, printed Zond. 1689. His 
Paradice regain'd, a Poem 1n four Books, 1s fit- 
ted likewitc to be bound with 1t. He publiſhr 
ſome other Poems in Latin and Engliſh, printed 
8v. Lond. 1645. Nor was he leſs Famous for 
Hiſtory than Poetry; witneſs his Hiſtory of 
B11; '4:., trom the firſt Traditional —_—_ 
ot the Norman Conquelt; printed 4%. Lond. 
1670. He writ ſeveral other Pieccs, as a Latm 
Piece called, Pro populo Anglicano, Defen/to con- 
tra Salmaſium, 129. Lond. 1652. The Dodrme 
and Diſcipline of Divorce,in two Books, printed 
40. Lond.154.4. this being anſwered by an Ano- 
nymous Writer, was reply'd to by our Author, 
1na Book which he called CoMafterion, printed 

*. Lond. 1645. He writ beſides a Piece called 
| 7; etrachordon, or An Expoſition on the Four 
Chief places of Scripture, concerning eMar- 
riage and Divorce; printed Lond. 1645. Sr. Ro- 
 bert Filmer (it 1 miſtake not) writ againſt him, 

in his Obſervations concerning the Original 
of Government, printed 4%. Lond. 1652. 


Walter MounTacGur, E/q; 


A Gentleman, who liv'd at Court in the 
Reign of King Charles the Firft, and during the 
times of Peace, hefore the Muſes were diſturb'd 
by the Civil Wars, writ a Play, call'd 


Shepheard's Oraete, a Paſtoral,privately ated Paradice. 


before King Charles, by the Queen's Majeſty and 
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Ladies of Honour, printed oftavo Lond. 1645. 
E ſhall not be fo nn: to criticiſe on a 
Play, which has been made Sacred by the Pro- 
tection of Majeſty it ſelf: befides T am deterr'd 
from Criticiſm, by the Srationers Friend's Ad- 
vice, m his Verſes in Commendation of the 
Play : 


—— at leaſt : good Manners ayes, 
They faſt ſhould underſtand it e're aiſpraiſe. 


Willam MouxTroRrT. 


One who from an Actor, ſets up for an Au- 
thor; and has attempted both 'I ragedy and 
Comedy, with what 1ucceſs, TI leave to thoſe 
who have ſeen his Plays to determine. Had I 
been of the number of his Friends, I ſhould 
have endeavour'd to have perſwaded him {till 
to act Sr Courtly Nice, in beſtowing only 
Garnitare on a Play (as he calls it) as a Song or 
2 Prologue, and Jet alone fine Language, as be- 
fonging only to Peaants and poor Fellows, that 
Iive by their Warts. He has publiſht two Plays, 
U12. 

Tnjur'd Lovers, or The Ambitions Father, a 
Tragedy, acted by their Majeſties Servants 
at the' Theatre-Royal; printed 45. London 
£688. and dedicated to the Right Honourable 

ames Karl of Arran, Son to his Grace the 
Duke of Z/amilton. There are fome Surlyes, 
who think that in this Play, Sir Corrtly writ 
for h13 Druer ſion, but never regarded Hit. 

Succeſsful Strangers, a Tragi-comedy, ne 
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by their Majeſhes Servants, at the Theatre- 
Royal ; printed 49. Zoud.1690. and dedicated ta 
the Right Honourable 7 homas Hhartou,Compt- 
roller of his Majeity's Houſhold. This Pf: 
far exceeds the Other : tho' the Author as well 
as his predecefſlors, 1s beholding to others for 
part of his Plot; he having made uſe of Scar- 
rou's Novel, call'd The Rival Brothers, in work- 
ing up the Cataſtrophe of h1s Comedy. 

] have ſeen ſome Copies of Verſes in Ma- 
nuſcript writ by our Author, but not being 1n 
prin, that I know of, I forbear to mention 
them. 


N. 
Thomas NARBES. 


Writer in the Reign of Charles the Firſt, 

who we may reckon amongſt Poets of the 
Third-rate ; and One who was pretty much re- 
ſpefted by the Poets of thoſe Times ; Mr. #- 
chard Brome, and Mr. Robert Chamberlain, (be- 
fore mention'd)having publickly proteſt them- 
ſelves his Friends; and Sir John Suck/mmg beg 
his Patron. 

He has Seven Plays and Maſques extant, be- 
ſides other Poems : of which we may ſay, That 
if they are not to be compar'd with ſome Dra- 
matick Pieces of this Age, at leaſtwiſe what 
our Author has publiſhed 1s Fzs own, and not 
borrow 'd from others ; and in that ——_— de- 
ſerves Pardon, if not Applauſe from the Can: 


did 
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did Reader. Thus he averrs 1n his Prologue 
to Covent Garden, and which I believe may be 
urged for the reſt of his Labours ; 2. 


Fe juſtifies that 'trs no borrow'd Strain, 
From the Invention of another's Brain. 
Hor did he ſteal the Fancy. 'T is the ſame | 
He firſt mtended by the Proper Name. [ forth 
'T was not a Toyl of Years ; few Weeks brought 
This Rugged flue,might have been more worth 
1f be had lick dit more. Nor doth he raiſe 
From th' Imitation of Authentick Plays 
Matter or Hord's to height : nor bundle up 
Conceits at Taverns, where the Wits do ſup. 
#7:5 Mule 1s ſolitary, and alone 

Doth prattice her low Speculation, gc. 


The Reader therefore 1s to expect little more 
from me, than a bare Account of the Titles 
of his Works, as followss. | 

Bride, a Comedy adted in the Year 1638. at 
the Private-Houſe in Drary-Lane, by their 
Majeſtes Servants ; printed 49. Lond. 1640. and 
dedicated to the Generality of his Friends, 
Gentlemen of the ſeveral Honourable Houſes 
of the Inns of Court. 

Covent Garden, a pleaſant Comedy, ated in 
the Year 1632. by the Queen's Majeſty's Ser- 
vants; and printed 4o. Lond.1638. and dedica- 
red to the Right Worthy of his Honour, Sir 
John Suckling. | 

Hannibal and Scipio, an Hiſtorical Tragedy, 
ated in the Year 1635. by the Queen's Maje- 
{ties Servants at their Private-Houle in Drury- 
Lane ; printed Zond.1637, The Play 1s addrelt 
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in Verſe by the Author, to the Ghoſts of Har- 
z#ibal and Scipio, with an Anſwer printed 1n 
their Names, direfted to our Author. - It was _ 
acted before Women came on the Stage; the 
part of Sophonrsba being play'd by one Zzelie! 
Fenne. For the Plot, the Title-page ſpeaks 
the Foundation to be Hiſtory : ſee the Life of 
of Hannibal, writ by Cornelis Nepos ; that of 
Scipro by Plutarch : ſee beſides oy, Florus, 
and other Authors mention'd p.326. 

eMicrocoſmus, a Moral Maſque, preſented 
with general liking at the Private-Houſe in 
Salisbury-Conrt, and here ſet down according 
to the Intention of the Author ; primed 4o. 
Lond. 1637 and dedicated to the Service and 
Delight of all Truly Noble, Generous, and Ho- 
neſt Spirits. This Maſque 1s introduc'd by 
two Copies, One of which was writ by Mr. Rr- 
chard Brome. 

Spring's Glory, vindicating Love by Tempe- 
rance, againſt the Tenet, Sme Cerere & Baccho 
friget Fenus; Moralized in a Maſque with 
other Poems, Epigrams, Elegies, and Fpitha- 
lamiums of the Author's; printed 4® Lond. 
i638. and dedicated to Peter Ba/le Elq; At the 
end of theſe Poems is a piece call'd, 4 Preſen- 
ation, intended for the Price his Highneſs's 
Birth-day, the 29. of May 1633. annually cele- 
brated : this in former Catalogues was {tiled an 
Tnterjude. Theſe Maſques and Poems are com- 
mended by two Copies, one of which was pen- 
ned by Mr. Robert Chamber lain 

Tottenham-Court, a pleaſant Comedy, ated 
in the Year 1637. at & Pcivate-Houſe in Sa- 

| | Gibury- 


Mother 
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tisbnry-Conrt ; printed 4%. Lond. 1638. and de- 
dicated co the Worſhipful 7//iam Hills Eſq; 

af one ng fa2er, a Tragedy never ated 
but ſet down according to the Intention of the 
Author; printed 49. Zond.164c. and dedicated 
to the Right Worſhiptul Richard Brathwarte 
Eſq; This Play 1s attended by three Copies 
written in 1ts Commendation, by vere of 
our Author's Friends, and a Proeme in Verſe 
by the Author, wherein he juſtifies 1t to be 
writ according to the Rules of Arr. 


A Conſtant Scene; the buiſineſs it intends, 

The two Hours of T ime of Action comprehends. 

Mr. Philips (*) and Mr. Yinflantey (*), ac- 
cording to their o)d Cuſtom, have aſcrib'd two 
other Anonymous Plays to our Author, 7 he Ho- 


 9nan-FHater arraigned, 2a Comedy ; and Charles 


the Firſt, a Tragedy: the Reaſon of their Mi- 
ſtake, has been alrcady given p. r3. and more 
at large, in the Preface to my former Cata- 


logue. 


. 


Thomas NAH. 


A Gentleman that liv'd about the time with 
the foremention'd Author, and was ſometime 
educated in the Univerſity of Cambridee. His 
Genius was much addicted to Dramatick Poe- 
try and Satyr; and he writ ſome things in 
Proſe; all which gain'd him the Reputation of 
a Sharp Wit. In an Old Copy of Verſes, I find 
his Character thus drawn. 


(b) Pag. 81. (c) Pag. 148. 


And 
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ond ſurely Naſh, tho' he a Profſer were, 
A'PBranch of Laurel yet deſerves to bear. 
Sharply Satyrick was he ; and that 

He went, ſince that his being, to this day, 
Few have attempted ; and 1 ſurely thimk, 

T hoſe Words ſhall hardly be ſet down in uk 
Shall ſcorch, and blaſt, ſo as his comld, when he 
Would inflift Vengeance. ———— X 


As to his Plays, he has publiſht only two 
that I have heard of, viz. Dido Queen of Car- 
thage, in which he joyn'd with Marhe; and, 
Summer's laſt Will aud Teſtament, a Comedy : 1 
could never procure a Sight of either of theſe ; 
but as to that Play call'd See me and ſee me not, 
' aſcribed to ham by Mr.Ph/ips and Mr. Yinſtan- 
ley, T have it by me, and have plac'd it to the 
right Author, Mr.Dawbridgecourt Belchier ; fee 
Page 24. GY 

He writ ſeveral other Pieces; ſome Satyri- 
cal, as Prerce Pennileſs his Supplication to the 
Devil; Have with ye ts Safron-Walden ; Four 
Letters Confuted: A Pgem called The Hhite- 
Herring and the Red; and another Picce in 
Proſe, which I take to be the ſame. Thomas 
Naſh, called 4 Forr fold Way to a Happy Life, 
in a Dialogue betwcen a Countryman, Citizen, 
Davane, and Lawyer, printed 49. Lond.163 3. 


Alexander NEtviILE. 


An Author 1n the Reign of Queen #hzaberh, 
that early addicted himiclt to Poetry, and was 
one of thoſe that the Eminent Jaſper Heywood 
made choice of to joyn with him and others, 

1Tt 
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in the Tranſlation of Sexeca. Our Author un- 
dertook the Task, and at ſixteen Years of Age 
he tranſlated | 
Oedipus, a Tragedy, which he Exgliſhed 1n 
the Year 1560. and was printed with the reſt 
40.Lond.1581. and more immediately dedicated 
by the Author, To the Right Honourable Mr. 
Dr. Hotton, One of the Queens Majeſties Privy 
Council. Many were the Authors of Antiquity 
that writ on this Subject ; tho' but two Plays 
writ by Sophocles, v1. Oifimus Tvegrr®@ , and 0i- 
ANimvs cm Koaorp, have deſcended to our Times; 
from the which Seneca 1s ſaid to have borrow'd 
art of this Play. Our Tranſlator acknowledges 
in his Epiſtle to his Patron and God-Father, 
©'That he has not been preciſe in following the 
© Author word for mo * hut ſometimes by Ad- 
dition, ſometimes by Subſtra&on, to uſe the 
* apteſt Phraſes, 1n giving the Senſe, that he 
could invent. | 
There are other Pieces which I ſuppoſe 
were writ by our Author, publiſhed in Lazzr ; 
as Oratio m Obitum Sydna:, printed 4". Lond. 
1587. De Furoribus Kor folcien/foaws Retts Duce, 
printed 49. 1575. Noruicas, ibid. all which be- 
1ng printed about the time that he lived, make 
me 1magine them to be his. 


Robert NEVILE: 


An Author that liv'd in the Reign of King 
Charhkes the Firlt, and in his younger Years was 
educated 1n the Univerſity of Cambridge,where 
he became a fellow of A7ng's Colledge. I know 


NO- 
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nothing that he has publiſht, but a ſingle Play, 
call'd | 

Poor Scholar, a Comedy, printed 40. Lond. 
1662. This Play was (as I ſuppoſe) writ ſome 
Years before, it being pritited for Mr. Ark- 
man. I know not whether ever it was acted; 
but I may preſume to ſay 'tis no contemprible 
Play for Plot and Language. It is commended 
for an. excellent one, by three Copies of Verles 
prefix'd to it, writ by his Friznds; One of 
which ſays thus 1a 1ts praiſe : 


Bees from a bruiſed Ox, ſays Maro, breed, 

Bat thou draweſt Honey from a tatter'd weed. 

Seemg thy Wit 's ſo pure, thy Phraſe ſo clean, 

FL, Senſe ſo weighty, that each Lihe's a Scene ; 
e'll change the Song (*), and cry as truly too, 


Whither may not This thy Poor Scholar go? 


. This fault the Beſt-noi'd Critichs only ſmell, 
T hat thy Poor Scholar 7s attir'd too well. 
Ben's Auditors were once in ſuch a mood, 
That he was forc'd to ſwear his Play was good - 
T hy Play than his, doth far more currant go, 
For without Swearmg, we'll believe thine ſo. 


William, Duke of NEWCASTLE, 


T am now arriv'd at a Nobleman, whoſe He- 
roick Actions, are too Copious and Illuſtrious 
for me to attempt the Deſcription of ; and are 
a fitter Subjed for the Pen of a Modern P/u- 
tarch, if any ſuch were to be found, than for 
mine : I ſhall leave therefore the Character of 


(d) an Old Sorg, whole Burden was, 4145 | Poor Schotar 
whher wils thou go ? . 
| Bh this 
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this Valiant Heroe, Careful Tutor, Wiſe 
Stateſman, Exa& Courtier, and Loyal Sub- 
ject, to. be deſcrib'd by ſome Illuſtrious Hi- 
{torian; or elſe refer my Reader to his Life, 
already writ in Latin and Engliſh, by the 
Hand of his Incomparable Dutcheis : who du- 
ring his Lite-time, deſcrib'd all his Glorious 
Actions, in a Stile ſo Noble and Maſculine, 
that ſhe ſeems to have even antedated his 4po- 
tbeofis. But tho' I dare not pretend to deſcribe 
his Heroick Atchievements, or view him in 
the Field, as a General; yet I ſhall preſume 
to look upon him 1n his Retirements, and con- 
ſider him as a Poet, and an Author, it being my 
1mmediate Province. 

To ſpeak firſt of his Acquaintance with . 
the Muſes, and his affable Deportment to all 

their Votaries. No Perſon ſince the Time of 
Auguſtus better underitood Dramatick Poetry, 
nor more generoully encourag'd Poets; ſo that 
we may truly call him our Z#nzgliſh Mecanas. 
He had a more particular kindneſs for that 
Great Malter of Dramarick Poely, the Excellent 
Fohnſon;and 'twas from him that he attain'd to a 
perte&t Knowledge of what was to be account- 
ed True Humour in Comedy. How well he 
has copy'd his Maſter, I leave to the Criticks : 
but I am ſure our late, as well as our preſent 
Lanreat, have powertul Reaſons to defend his 
Memory. He has writ four Comedies, which 
have always. been acted with applauſe ; vzz. 

Country Captain, a Comedy lately preſented 
by his Majefties Servants at the Black-fryars ; 
ge. [1's Grave van Has. Ant. 1649. I believe this 
Play was writ during his Exile. F - {, 
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Humorons Lovers, a Comedy ated by his 


Royal Highneſs's Servants ; printed 49. Loyd. 
1677. This Play equals moſt Comedies of this 


Þ; 

T rinmphant Widow, or The Medley of Fu- 
mMours, a Comedy acted vy his Royal Highnelſs's 
Servants; printed 49. Zond. 1677. This was 
thought ſo excellent iy by our preſent Lau- 
reat, that he has tranſctih'd a great part of ic 
in his Pury-Fatr. 

Lariety, a Comedy preſented by his Maj. 
ſties Servants at the Ylack-fryars ; printed 80, 
Lond. 1649. This Play, and Country Captain, 
are always bound together: the Duke's ame 
1s not prefix'd to them, but T am confident they 
are his, from ſeveral Teſtimonies ; fince Mr. 
Alexander Brome writ a Copy 1n praiſe of this 
Play, dire&ed to his Grace, and printed before 
the Comedy, call'd Covent Garden weeded: and 
Mr.Leigh in a Copy direfted to Mr. Moſely (the 
publiſher of Mr. Carthwrizhr's Works) in 
reckoning what Poetical Treatiſes he has pre- 
ſented the Publick with,names theſe two Play, 
in the following Couplet : 


Then fam'd Newcaſtle's choice Variety, 
With his Brave Captain held up Poetry. 


We have many other Pieces writ by this In- 
genious Nobleman, ſcattered up and down in 
the Poems of his Dutcheſs: all which ſcem to 
confirm the Character pres by Mr. Shadwell ; 
T hat he was the greateſt Maſter of Wit, the moſt 
exat? Obſerver of Mankind, and the moſt acurate 
Judge of Humour, _ ever he knew, 

Bb 2 Be. 
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Beſides what his Grace has writ in Drama- 
tick Poetry, he publiſhed during his Honouz- 
able Exile at Antwerp, the molt Magnificent, 
and withall the Beſt Book of Horſwanthip, that 
was ever yet extant. How eminent has sk1ill 
was 1n that Noble Art of Drefſſmg Horſes in the 
Manage, is well known not only to our Coun- 
trymen but to all Nations of Europe: Perſons 
of all Countries, and thoſe of the beſt Quality 
crouding to his Manage at Antwerp, to ſee him 
ride. Inſomuch that S;gnror del Campo, One of 
the moſt knowing Riders of his Time, ſaid to 
the Duke (upon Ne Diſmounting) as it were 
in an Extaſie, /7 faut tirer la Planche ; The 
Bridee muſt be drawn up: meaning that no Ri- 
der muſt preſume to ,come 7 Horſemanſhip 
after him. M. De Sole}, (one of the beſt Wri- 
ters that I have met with amongſt the French) 
when he enlarged his Ze Parkai Mareſchatl, 
| borrowed-the rt of Breedime from the Duke's 
Book, as he owns 1n his Avrs au Lefenr ; and 
Niles him Un des plus accomplis. Cavaliers de 
notre geo, 6 But having nam'd this For- 
reigner's borrowing from his Grace, I ſhould 
juſtly deſerve to be branded with Ingratitude, 
ſhould I not own, That 'tis to the Work of 
this Great Man, that I am indebted for ſeveral 
Notions borrow'd from his Grace, in a little Eſ- 
ſay of Horlemanſhip, printed 89. Oxom. 168. 
Nay, further, I think it no {mall Glory that 1 
am the only Author that TI know of, who has 
quoted him in Engliſh. He has written two 
Books of Horſemanſhip; the firſt in French, 
called La Methode nouvelle de Dreſſer les Che- 


vaux, 
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vaux, avec Figures, Fol. Ant. 1658. The other 
in Engliſh, tiled A New Method and Extraor- 
dinary Invention to dreſs Horſes, and work them 
according to Nature, as alſo to perfet? Nature by 
the Subtlety of Art, Fol. Lond.1667. The firſt 
Book was writ by the Dnke in Zng/iſh, and 
made French at his command, by a Walon ; and 
1s extraordinary ſcarce and dear. The latter 
(as the Duke informs his Reader) © Is neither 
* a Tranſlation of the firſt, nor an abſolutely 
neceſſary Addition to it, and-may be of ule 
© without the other, as the other hath been h1- 
*therto, and {hl is without this ; but both to- 
* gether will queſtionleſs do beſt. 

I beg my Reader's Pardon, if I have dwelt 
upon this SubjeR, to the tryal of his Patience : 
but I have ſo great a Value for the Art it ſelf," 
and ſuch a Reſpe& for the Memory of the beſt 
of Horſemen, that I cannot refrain from treſ- 
paſſing yet further , by ages © gy an Epl- 
gram writ to the Duke, on this Subje&; but 
1t being the produCtion of the Immortal Zobn- 
ſon (*)) 1 hope that alone will attone for the 
Digreſlion. | 


An Epigram to Villiam Duke of Newcaſtle. 


When firft,my Lord, T ſaw you back your Horſe, 
Pk he] Metthe, ef oma: force 

Toall the uſes of the Field, and Race, 
Methought Tread the ancient Art of Thrace, 

And ſaw a Centaure paſt thoſe tales of Greece, 
So ſeem'd your Horſe, and you both of a prece ! 


(<) #nderwood, p. 323. 
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Teu ſhew'd like Perſeus, upon Pegaſus ; 
ger uh mounted Wn br Opllarei : 

Or what we hear our bome-born Legend tell 
Of bold Sir Bevis, and his Arundel : 

Nay, ſo your Seat his Beauties did endorſe, 
As 1 began to wiſh my ſelf a Horſe : 

And ſun cly bad [ but your tables ſeen 
Before : 7 think my wiſh abſolv'd bad been. 

For never ſaw /[ yet the Mujes dwell, 
Nor any of their Houſhola, half ſo well. 

So well ! as when 7 ſaw the Floor, and Room, 
7 look'd for Hercules to be the Groom - 

And cry'd, Away with the Czfarian Breed, 
At theſe immortal Mangers Virgil fed. 


Fg MargaretDutcheſs of NEWCASTLE 


* A Tady worthy the Mention and Eſteem 
of all Lovers of Poetry and Learning. One, 
who was a ft Conſort for ſo Great a Wit, as 
the Duke of NVewca/t/e. Her Soul ſympathiſin 
with his 1n all things, eſpecially in "7 axes 
Poetry ; to which ſhe had a more than ordinary 
propenlity. She has publiſh fix and twenty 
Plays, beſides ſeveral looſe Scenes; nineteen 
of which are bound, and printed in one Vo- 
lame in Fol. 1662. the others in Falio, Lond. 
1668. under the Title of Plays never before 
printed. 

L ſhall not preſume to paſs my Judgment on 
the Writings of this Admirable Dutcheſs; 
but rather imitate the Carriage of Julrus Sca- 
tiger, to the Roman Sulpitia; by _—_—_ 

| | wit 
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with him (*), gitar ut tam /audibilis Heroine 
Ratio habeatur, non auſim- objicere er judicn ſe- 
veritatem. T know there are ſome that have 
but a mean Opinion of her Plays ; but if it be 
confider'd that both the Language and Plots of 
them are all her own : I think ſhe ought with 
Juſtice to be preferr'd to others of her Sex, 
which have built their Fame on other People's 
Foundations: ſure I am, that whoever will 
conſider well the ſeveral Epiſtles before her 
Books, and the General Prologue to all her 
Plays, 1f he have any ſpark of Generofity, or 
Good Breeding, will be favourable in his Cen- 


ſure. As a proof of my Aﬀertion, it may be . 


proper 1n this place, before I give an Account 
of her Plays, to tranſcribe part of that gene- 
ral Prologue, the whole being too long to be 
here inſerted. 


But Noble Readers, do not think my Plays 
Are ſuch as have been writ m former Days ; 
As Johnſon, Shakeſpear, Beaumont,Fletcher 


writ ; 
Mine want their Learning, Reading, Langnage, 
TheT atin Phraſes 7 A. never tel, | Wits 


ButTJohnſon could,which made him write ſo well. 

Greek, Latin Poets, 7 could never read, 

Nor their Hiſtorians, but our Enghſh Speed : 

7 could not ſteal their Wit, nor Plots out take ; 

All 4 Plays Plots, my own poor Brain did 
make; 

From Plutarch's Story, 7 nere took a Plot, 

Nor from Romances, nor from Don Quixot, 


(f) Poe. L.6. C. 6: 
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As others have, for to aſſiſt their Wit, 
But 1 upon my own Foundation writ ; Cc. 


I haſten now to give an Account of the T1- 
tles of her Plays, according to our accuſtomed 
order; vZ. 

Apocryphal Ladies, a Comedy. This Play 
conhiſts of three and twenty Scenes, but 1s not 
divided into Acts. 

Bell in Campo, a Tragedy in two parts: In 
the ſecond Play, arc ſeveral Copies of Verſes 
writ by the Duke of Newcaſtle. 

Blajing World, a Comedy : Tho' this be ſtil'd 
a Play 1n former Catalogues, yet it 1s but a 
Fragment; the Authreſs before ſhe had finiſhe 
the ſecond A& deliſted, not finding her Ge- 
1ius tend to the proſecution of it. | 

Briaals, a Comedy. | | 
Comal Haſh, a Comedy: This Play has 

not been in any Catalogue before. 

Convent of Pleaſure, a Comedy. 

Female Academy, a Comedy. 

Laay Contemplation, a Comedy 1n two parts. 
Three Scenes 1n the firſt, and two 1n the ſecond 
part, were writ by the Duke. 

Loves Adventures, 1n two parts, a Comedy, 
The Song, and the Zp:ithalaminm, 1n the laſt 
Scene in the ſecond part, was likewiſe writ by 
the Duke. : 

Matrimonial Trouble, in two parts; the ſe- 
cond being a Tragedy, or as the Authrels ſtiles 
1t, a Tragt-comedy. | | 

Aatures three Daughters, Beauty, Love, and 
Ht; a Comedy, 1n two parts. 

Pre- 
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Preſence, a Comedy. 'To this are added 
twenty nine ſingle Scenes, which the Dutcheſs 
deſign'd to have 1nſerted into this Play, but find- 
ing 1t would too much lengthen it, ſhe printed 
them ſeparately. | 

Publick Wooing, a Comedy, in which the 
Duke writ ſeveral of the Suitors Speeches; as 
that of the Souldier, the Countryman, the 
Spokeſman for the Baſhful Suitor ; beſides two 
other Scenes, and the two Songs at the End of 
the Comedy. 

Religious, a Tragi-comedy. 

Several Wits, a Comedy. 

Sociable Companions, or The Female Wits, a 
Comedy. 

Unnatural Tragedy. The Prologue and Epi- 
gue, were of the Duke's making. ACt 2. Sc. 3. 
the Dutcheſs inveighs againſt Mr. Cambden's 
Brittannia : tho' whether with Juſtice, I leave 
it to the Determination of others. 

Wits Cabal, a Comedy in two parts: His 
Grace writ the Epilogue to the firſt part. 

Touth's Glory, and Death's Banquet; a Tra- 

gedy in two parts. Two Scenes with the 
Speeches at the firſt part, in commendation of 
Mile Sans pareille, were writ by his: Grace ; 
ſo were all the Songs and Verſes in the ſecond 
part. 
The Blazing World, Bridal, Convent of Plea- 
ſure, Preſence, and Sociable Companions, are 
printed together in one Volume; and the reſt 
in another. 

As to her other Works, I ſhall only mention 
the Titles, and the Dates when printed; o_ g 


a 
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ſhall begin with the Crown of her Labours, 
The Life of the Duke of Newcaſtle, zn Engliſh, - 
printed Folio Lond. 1667. and in Latin Folio 
Lond. 1668 Nature's Pitture drawn by Fancy's 
Pencil to the Life, printed Fol. Lond. 1656. 
at the End of it ſhe has writ her own Life. 
Philoſophical Fancies, printed Fol. Lond. 165%. 
Philoſophical and Phyſical Opinions, Fol. Lond. 
i655. Philoſophical Letters, Fol. Lond. 1664. 
Two Hundred and Eleven Sociable Letters, 


Fol. Lond. 1664. Orations, Fol. 1662. Poems, 
Fol. 1653. 


Thomas NxEwrToON. 


An Author that liv'd in the Reign of Que. 
Elizabeth; and joyn'd with Jaſper Heywood, 
and Alexander Newt above-named and others, 
in the Tranſlation of Sexeca's Tragedies. TY 
our Author tranſlated but one Play, yet he pub- 
liſhed all the Ten; and Jedicared them to Six 
T homas Henage, Treaſurer of her Majclties 
Chamber. The Play which our Author has 
render'd into Z£ng/:fh, 1s intituled 
T hebais, a Tragedy. This by fome 1s be- 
heved not to be Seneca's; becauſe in this Tra- 
gedy 7oca/ta appears alive, and in Ocaipas ſhe 
xs kill d:and it 1s not likely that he would wate 
two Drammas, that ſhould ſo very much dr. =r 
mn the Cataſtrophe. But if it be Seneca's, 1s 
the ſhorteſt of his Tragedies,and has no Chorus; 
and 1s {aid by One, * to be Perpetuum Canticum, 
wllrs drverbits mcorruptum. ; 
_ TI know not how Mr. Ph1/ips (*) fame to 
(es) F 28+ 182; * Toyſ i Colle, Comm, in Irag, Se-ece 
alcribe 
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aſcribe 7 amburlaine the Great to this Author ; 
for tho' Marhke's Name be. not printed in the 
Title-page, yet both in Mr. Airkman's and my 
former Catalogue printed 1680. his Name 1s 
prehx'd. | 


Thomas NUCce. 


An Author of the ſame Time, and joyn'd in 
the ſame Deſign with. the former. We are 
owing to his pains for the Verſion of One Play 
of Seneca's, called TR 

Octavia, a Tragedy. This 1s the only Tra- 

edy of the Ancients. that I know of, that 1s 


. founded on Hiſtory ſo near the tame of the Au- 


thor. . I ſhall not pretend to determine, whe- 
ther it was writ by Seneca, or no: tho' Delrio 
and others deny it. . For the Hiſtory, ſee Sue- 
tonius in Vit. Claud. Nero. Tacitus, Li. C14. 


Dion, tc. 


a. 
| Thomas Orwar. 


N Author who was well known to moſt 
Perſons of this Age, who are famous for 

Wit and Breeding. He was formerly (as I have 
heard)bred for ſome time 1n Chri/t-Church Col- 
ledge in Oxford, From thence he removed to 
Lonaon,where he ſpent ſome time 1n Dramatick 
Poetry ; and by degrees writ himſelf into Repu- 
tation with the Court. His Genius in ous 
y 
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dy lay a little too much to Libertiniſm, but in 
Tragedy he made it his buſinefs for the moſt 
part to obſerve the Decorum of the Stage. He 
was a man of Excellent parts and daily 1mpro- 


ved in his Writing : but yet ſometimes fell into - 


Plagiary as well as his Contemporaries, and 
made ule of Shakeſpear, to the advantage of his 
Parſe, at leaſt, it not his Reputation. 
He has publiſht ten Dramartick pleces, ( if 
we may be allow'd to reckon his Farces as Di- 
{tin Plays ) of which we ſhall give the Rea- 
der a particular Account, beginning with 
Alcibiades, a Tragedy ated at the Duke's 
Theatre, printed 49. Lond. 1675. and dedicated 
to the Right Honourable Charles, Earl of £Mzd- 
dlefex. This Play is writ in Heroick Verſe, and 
was the firſt Fruits of our Author's Muſe. He 
has made Alctbrades, a Perſon of true Honour, 


chufing rather to looſe his Life, than wrong his. 


Defender King As, or his betrothed wife 7 z- 
7a: whereas Plutarch gives him a diffe- 
rent Character ; telling us that in the King's 
Abſence he abuſed his Bed, and got his Queen 
Timaa with Child, and that 7imanara was not 
his Wife, but his Miftrefs : and ZFu/tn ſayes (*) 
That he was informed of the deſign of the La- 
cedmoontan Princes againſt his Life, by theQueen 
of King Ars, with whom he had commutrted 
Adultery. | 
Atheiſt, or the Second part of The Souldters 
Fortune, a Comedy acted at the Duke's The- 
atre, printed 4». Lond. 1684. and dedicated to 
the Lord Z#/ande, Eldeſt Son to the Marquets 
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of Hallifax. The Plot between Beaugard and 
Portia, 1s founded on Scarron's Novel of The 
Inviſible Miſtreſs. | 

Cheats of Scapin, a Farce aGted at the Duke's 
Theatre, printed 40. Lond. 1677. Tis printed 
with Titus and PBerenice, and dedicated to 
the Right Honourable 7ohbn,. Earl of ' Ro- 
cheſter. This Play 1s tran{lated from a French 
Comedy of «Mo/here ; though 'tis not printed 
amongſt his Plays of the Amſterdam Edition 
in 5 Tomes, which I have by me; yet that it 
15 his, I colle& from M:ZBozlean's Art of Poetry : 
where ſpeaking of Molzere in the third Canto, 
he ſays thus: | | 


Efludiez la Cour, & connoifſez la Fille ; 
L'une oy Fautre eft toujours en vapor” achny 
C'eſt par la que Moliere iHluftrant ſes Ecrits, 
Peut-eftre de ſon Art euſt remporte le prix ; 

Si moms ami du Peuple en ſes doftes peintures, 
TI dr pornt fait ſouvent grimacer ſes Figures, 
Ore pour le Pongfon, Fagreable oy le-fin, 
Fr ſans honte a Terence alli Tabarin. 
Dans ce ſac ridicule, ou Scapin $'tryeloppe, 
Fe ne reconnots poiht-l Autenr ZOMifarch rope. 


But notwithſtanding the Farce in this Come- 
dy, Molkere has borrow'd the Deſign from Te- 
rence his Phormio, as may be viſible to- thoſe 
that will compare them. | 
Cains Marius his Hiſtory aud Fall, a Tragedy 
atted at the Duke's Theatre, printed 49. Lond. 
1680: and dedicated to the L* Viſcount Faulk. 
land. A great part of this Play 3s. borrow's 
trom Shakeſpear's Romeo and Fuliet ; as the Cons 
| rater 
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rater of Marius Junior, and Zavinia the Nurſe, 
and Su/pitius : which laſt 1s carried on by our 
Author to the End of the Play : though Mr. 
_—_— fays in his Poſtſcript to Granada, That 
« Shakeſpear 141d himſelf, that he was forc'd to 
kill Mercurio 1n the 39. At, to prevent being 
*Kkill'd by him. For the true Hiſtory of Ma- 
rius Semor, ſee Plutarch's Lite of C. Marius ; 
Lucan's Pharſalta, tb. 2. Fhorus ltb. 3. c. 21. 
Don Carlos Prmce of Spain, a Tragedy ated 
at the Duke's Theatre; printed as Land 1679. 
and dedicated to his Royal Highneſs the Duke. 
This Play 1s writ in Heroick Verſe, as well as 


Alcibiades ; that being the firſt, this the ſecond + 
that ever he writor thought of writing.Forthe * 


Hiſtory,confſult the Sanzſh Chronicles, as Lois 
de Mayerne; Turquet's Chronicle of Spain; Cab- 
rera's Life of Philip the Second ; T huanus, Bran- 


 Zome, &yc., Tho'I believe our Author chiefly 


follow'd the Novel of Don Carlos, tranſlated 
from the French, and printed 8%. Lond. 1674. 


_ which is the moſt perte& Account of that Tra- 


gical Story. that I have met with. 

Friendſhip in Faſhion, 2 Comedy acted at his 
Royal Highneſs the Duke's Theatre ; printed 
4*. Lond. 1678. and dedicated to the Right Ho- 
nourable Charks, Earl of Dorſet and; Middle- 


ſex. This 18 a very diverting Play, and was 


acted with general applauſe. 

Orphan, or The Unhappy Marriage ; a Tra- 
gedy aCted art his Royal Highnefs the Duke's 
Theatre; printed 49. Lond. 1680. and dedica- 
red to her Royal Highneſs the Dutcheſs, This 


1s a very moving - Tragedy, and 1s founded on 


4 
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a Novel, call'd Zxg//b Adventures : See the Hi- 
itory of Frandon, p. 17. | | 
Souldiers Fortune, a Comedy atted by. their 
Royal Highneſs's Servants, at the Duke's The- 
atre; printed 49. Lond. 1681. "This Play is de- 
dicated to Mr. Bentley his Stationer: and 1s 
(as he ſays) a fort of Acquittance for the Mo- 
ney recetv'd for the Copy. There are ſeveral 
allages in this Play, that have been touch'd 
Lefonn by others : As for Inſtance, the Plor of 
My Lady Dunce, making her Husband the A. 
gent 1n the Intrigue between Zeaugard: and 
her, to convey the Ring and Letter, 1s the 
Subje& of other Plays writ before this ; as 7he 
* Fawne, and Flora's Yagaries : and the Original 
Story 1s 1n Boccace's Novels, Day 3.Nov.' 3. Sir 
Folly rg. out of his Cloſer, and ſurpriſing 
his Lady and ZFeaugard kiſſing, and her De- 
portment thereupon; 1s borrow'd from Scar- 
ron's Comical Romance, 1n the Story of «Milt- 
amant, or The Rampant Laay, p. 227. tho' by 
the way, that Story 1s not 1n the French Copy, 
and I ſuppoſe was not writ by Scarron; but was 
rather tranſlated from Les Amours des Dames 
THuſtres de notre Siecle. The Behaviour of 
Bloody-bones, 1s like the. Bravo, i the Anti- _ 
quary ; and that of Courtime at Sihyia's Balcony, 
like Monſieur Thomas his Carriage to his Mt- 
ſtreſs, in that Play of Ftcher's lo called. 
Titus and Berenice, a Tragedy ated at the 
Duke's Theatre; printed 4*. Zone. 1677. and 
dedicated with the Cheats of Scapm, as afore- 
laid. This Play is tranflated fromithe French 
of © Monſieur Racine © it confills of three- Ads, 


and 
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and is written in Heroick Vegſe. For the Story 
of Titus and Berenice, ſee Suetonins in his Life, 
Ch. 77. See vers 4 epbus, Dion, oyc. 
 Penice preſervea, or A Pht diſcovered; a 
Tragedy acted at the Duke's Theatre; printed 
49. Lond. 1682. and dedicated to the Dutcheſ; 
of Portſmouth. I have not at preſent any par- 
ticular Hiſtory of Yenice by me, but ſuppoſe 
this Story may be found in ſome of the Writers 
on the Yenetian Aﬀairs ; as Bembus, Sabellicus, 
eMaurocenus, Paruta, Fc. 

Beſides his Dramatick Poems, our Author 
writ a Stitcht Poem, call'd 7 he Poet's Complamt 
to his Muſe, printed 49. Lond. 1680. and a Pa- 
ſtoral on King Charles the Second, printed with 
Mrs. Behn's Lyciaas, 80. p. 81. Add totheſe his 
Tranſlation out of French, being a Book call'd 
The Hiſtory of the Triumwurates, printed ſince 
his Deceaſe 89. Lond. 1686. 


% 


* John ParsGrave. 


\ A* Author that liv'd in the Reign of King 
| Hemy the Eighth. He was Bachelor of 
Divinity, but of what Univerſity I know not, 
and was Chaplain to the King. He printed a 
Play in an Old Engliſh Charagter, call'd 
Accolaſtus,, a Comedy printed 49. 1540. and 
dedicated to King Henry the Eighth. This 
Play was tranſlated from the Latine Accolaftus 
written by Ga/ie/mus Fallonins, the Engliſh be- 
Ing 
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ing printed aftes the Latine. The Plot is-the 
Parable of the Prodigal Son 1n the Goſpel, and 
the Author has endeavour'd to 1mitate 7 erence 
and Plautus in the Occonomy : "Twas ſet forth 
by the Author Fallonins, betore the Burgellcs 
of the Hague in Holland, An. Dom. 1529. 

This Author publiſht belides Z Eclarrer/ſe- 
ment de Ia Langue Francoiſe. ----1530. 


George PEEL. 


An Author that liv'd in the Reign of Queen 
Elizabeth, and was formerly Student, and Mr. 
of Arts of Chri/t-Charch Colledge in Oxford. 
He 1s the Author of Two Plays, which are in 
print ; v2. 

David and Bethſabe therr Love, with the Tra- 
gedy of Abſalom, divers times play'd on the 
Stage; and printed 45. Lond. 1599. This Pla 
1s founded on Holy Scripture : See Sammel, 


Kings, Ofc. 
Edward the Firft, Sixnamed Edward Long- 


ſhanks, with his Return from the Holy Land. 


Alſo the Life ,of Zwellin Rebel in Hales. 
Laſtly the ſnkSs of. Queen Z#/mor, who ſunk . 
at Charing-Croſs, role again at Potters Fithe, 
now named Queen-hithe; printed 49. Lond.1y 93. 
For the Story ſee the Authors that have writ 
of thoſe times; as Wal/mgham, Fabian, Maith. 
Weſtm. Pol. Yurgil, Grafton, Holling ſhead, Stow, 
Speed, Martyn, Baker, &c. 

I am not 1gnorant, that another Tragedy, 
to wit, Alphonſus Fmmperor of Germany,is afcri- 
bed to him in former Catalogues, which has 

Cc OC. 
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occalion'd Mr. H7nftanley's miſtake : but I af. 
ſure my Reader, that that Play was writ by 
Chapman, tor I have it by me with his Name 
afhxt to 1t. | 

Mr. Philips mentions ſome Remnants of his 
Poetry extant in a Book call'd England's Hell:. 
con, which I never fgw. | 


Mary Counteſs of PEMBROKE. 


. The belov'd Siſter of the Admirable Sr. Phi/jp . 
Sianey (to whom he dedicated his Arcadia) and 
Patron to the Ingemious Danzel. A Lady whoſe 
Inclinations Icd her not only to the TIAge 
but love of the Mules : as appears by a Tragedy 
of Hers in print, call'd Autonms, which to my 
regret I never yet ſaw, though I havecarneſtly 
delired it; 1t 1s thus commended by Mr. Daniel, 
in his Dedication of Cleopatra. 


7, who contented with an humble Song, 
Made Mu/ick to my ſelf that pleas'd me beſt, 
And 4 told of Delia, and her wrong, | unreſt, 
And prais'd her Eyes, and gain d mine own 
AText, from whence my Muſ®had not digreft, 
Had 1 not ſeen thy well grat'd Anthony, 
Adorn'd by thy ſeveet flite, m onr farr T ongne, 
Regquir'd hts Cleopatra's Company. 


Mr. do through miſtake (as formerly) 
has aſcrib'd another Play to her, 72. Albron's 
Triumph, a Maſque. I know nothing elſe ol 
this Adnurable Lady's Writing. 


Mrs. 
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Mrs. Katherine Prairies. - 


A Lady of that admirable Merit, and Repu- 
tation, that her Memory will be ears of 
all Men, that are Favourers of Poetry, One, 
who not dl has <qualPd alt that is reported 
of the Poeteſles'of Antiquity, the Zexbian Sapho, 
and the Roman ye nn bur whoſe Merit has 
juſtly found her A wireymongh the greateſt 
Poets of our Age : and though I wilt nor pre- 
ſume to'compare our Poets with Martial, who 
writ jn/praile of Suptia, or Horace," Anftrijus, 
and #5, who. commended Saphy; leaſt 1 
_ offend their Modeſty who are {till livir 2-7 YET 
I will be {o far bold as to aflert, that, the Earls 
of Orrery and Roſcomman, the Incomparable 
Cowley, and the Inganiovs Flatmany with. 0s 
thers (amongſt whom I muſt not forget 'm 
much re{pe&ed Countryman Zames 7 preelElg; 
would;not haye employ 'd_ their Pens:in pra! 
of the Excellent Or:4a8, had ſhe eu 
ſetv'd their jes,- and: pollibly more than 
thoſe, Ladies of Antiquity : for as Mr.:Cow/ey 
obſerves, in his third Jaz on her Death, 


Of Female Poets, who had Names of old, 
Nothing ts ſhewn but only told, 
And all we hear of them, perhaps may be 
Male. Flattery only,*and Male Poetry ; 
Few Minutes did their Beauties Lightumg waſte, 
The T hinder of their Voice did louger taft,.* 
But that to ſaou 1uas paſt. | 
The certain proofs of wr. Orinda's Wir, 
Tu her own [ating Charadter s are axrit, 
| Cc 2 Ana 
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And they will loug my Praiſe of them ſurvive, 
Tho' long perhaps that too may live. 
T he Trad: of Glory manag'd by the Pen 
Tho' great 1t be, and every where is found, 
Does bring in but ſmall profit to us Men, 
*T is by the numbers of the Sharers drown'd ; 
Dai in the Female Courts of Fame 
Engrofſes all the Goods of a Poetick Name, 
She doth no Partner with ker ſee ; 1 
Does all the bui/meſs there alone, Which we 
Are forc'd to carry on by a whole Company. 


| The Occaſion of our mention of this Fx- 
cellent Perſon 1n this place, is on the Account 
of two Dramatick Pieces, which ſhe has tranſ- 
lated from the Freuch of Monſieur Corner/le ; 
and that with ſuch come Art and Judgment, 
that the Copies of each ſeem to tranſcend the 
Original. JD _ 
Horace, a Tragedy; which I ſuppoſe was 
left imperfe& by the untimely Death of the Au- 
threſs ; and the fifth At was afterwards ſup- 
ply'd by Sir Fohn Denham. This Play was a&ted 
at Court, by Perſons of Quality; 'the Duke of 
Monmouth ſpeaking the Prologue : Part of 
which being 1n Commendation of the Play, I 
ſhall tranſcribe, 


T his MartialStory, which thro' France did come, 
And there was wrought m Great Corneille's 
Loom ; : 

Orinda's Matchleſs Muſe to Brittairr brought, 
And Forreign Yerſe, our Engliſh Accents 
S» ſoft that to our ſhame,we underſtand | taught; 
They could not fall but from a Lady's _ 

| : bnts 
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Thus while a Woman Horace did tranſlate, 

Horace aid riſe above a Roman Fate. 

For the Plot of this Play, conſult Zzy's Hiſto- 
ry, Lib. 1. Fhorus Lib. 1. C. 3. Diony/tas Flaltt- 
carnaſ/&us, (Fc. 

Pompey, a Tragedy, which I have ſeen atted 
with great applauſe, at the Duke's Theatre; and 
at the End was ated that Farce printed 1n the 
fifth A of The Play-honſe to be Let. This Play 
was tranſlated at the Requelt of the Earl of Or- 
rery, and publiſhed 1n Obedience to the Com- 
mands of the Right Honourable the Counteſs 
of Corſe.; to whom it is dedicated. How great 
an Opinion My L Orrery had of this Play,may 
appear from the following Verfes, being part 
of a Copy addreſt to the Authreſs. 


Tou Engliſh Corneille's Pompey with ſuch 
 Hame, 
T hat you both raiſe our wonder and bis Fame ; 
1f he could read it, he like us would call 
7 he Copy greater than the Original : 
Tou cannot mend what 1s already done, 
Unleſs you'l finiſh what you have begun - 
Who your Tranſlation ſees, cannot but ſay, 
T hat 't1s Orinda's Work, and but his Play. 
The French to karn onr Language now will ſeck, 
To hear their Greateſt #1t more nobly ſpeak ; 
Rome 700 would grant, were our T ongue to her 
known, 
Czſar Jpraks better int, than in his own. 
And all thoſe Wreaths once circled Pompey's 
Brow, 
Exalt his Fame, leſs than your Verſes now. 
Cc 3 Both 
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Both theſe Plays with the reſt of her Poems, 
are printed 1n one Volume in Fol. Lond. 1658. 
This Lady to the Regret of all the eau Monde 
in general, died of the Sa//-por, on the 224. 
of Zune 1564. being but One and Thirty Years 
of Age, having not left any of her Sex , her 
Equal in Poetry. 


Sam. PoRDace, £/q; 


A Gentleman who was lately ( if he be not 
ſo at preſent) a Member of the. Worthy Socie- 
ty of Lincolns-/un. He has publiſht two Plays 
 1n Heroick Verle, v2. | 

Herod and e Mariamne, a Tragedy acted at 
the Duke's Theatre, and printed 49. Lond. 1673. 


This Play was writ a dozen Years, before 1t . , 


was made publick, and given to Mr. Settle by 
a Gentleman, to uſe and form as he pleas'd : 
he preferr'd 1t to the Stage, and dedicated 1t to 
the Dutcheſs of Albermarle. For the Plot, I 
think the Author has follow'd Mr. Ca/praneat's 
Cleopatra, a Romance, in the Story of Tyriaa- 
&5s: but for the true” Hiſtory, conſult 7o- 
ſephus, Philo-Judzus, Eberus, Feyſppms Oc. 
Siege of Babylon, a Tragi-comedy, adtted at 
the Theatre ; dedicated to her Royal Highneſs 
the Dutcheſs, and printed 49. Lond.1678. This 
Play 1s founded on the Romance of Caf/anara. 


Henry PoRTER, _. 
| An Author in the Reign of Queen E/izaberh, 


who writ a pleaſant Hiſtory, called The ws 
| ; Att 
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Angry Women of Abington, with the humorous 
Mirth of Dick Coomes, and Nitholas Proverbs, 
7wo Servingmen ; play'd by the Right Honou- 
rzble, the Earl of No7tmmgham, L.4 High Admi- 
ral's Servants, and printed 49. Lond. 1599. 


Thomas PoRTER, £/q; 


An Author that has writ 1n our Times two 
Plays, which are recety'd with Candor, by all 
| __ of Wit ; v2. 

Carnival, a Comedygacted at the Theatre- 
Royal, by his Majeſties Servants ; printed 49. 
Lond. I60Q4. 

Lillain, a Tragedy, which Þ have ſcen ated 
at the Duke's Theatre with great applauſe : the 
part of Maljgni being 1gcomparably play'd by 
Mr. Smdfurd. 

What this Author may have writ beſides, I 
know not; and am ry I can give no better 
Account of One, whoſe Writings I love and 
admire. 


George PowEL. 


A Perſon now living, the Author of a 
T0 call'd | 

The treacherous Brother, ated by therr Ma- 
jelties Servants, at the Theatre-Royal ; and 
printed 40. Lond. 1690. *T1s dedicated to the 
Patentees, and Sharers of their Majeſties The- 
atre; and commended by a Copy of Lat 


Verſes, writ by his Fellow-Aftor Mr. John — 


Hudgſon. For the Foundation of the Play, 1 
take 1t to be borrow'd from a Romance in Fol. 
| Cc 4. call'd 


* 

An Account of the 
call'd The Wall Flower: and tho' they are not 
alike 1n all particulars, yet any One that will 
take the pains to read them both, will find 
the Soporifick Potion, given to Zflocles and 
Semanthe, to be the ſame in quantity, with that 
given to /Zonoria, Amariſ/a and Horten/ia, in 
the aforeſaid Romance. 


Thomas PRESTON. 


| A very ancient Author, who writ a Play in 
old faſhion'd Metre ; ®yhich he calls 4 La- 
mentable Tragedy, mixed full of pleaſant Mirth ; 
cnmnineng the Life of Cambiſes King of Per/ia, 
from the beginning of his Kingdom unto his 
Death, his one good deed of Execution, after 
the many wicked Deeds, and tyrannous Mur- 
- ders committed by and through him ; and /aft 
of all his odious Death, by Gods Juice appointed. 
Done m ſuch order as followeth ; printed 49. 
Lond. —— by John Allde. In ſtead of naming 
more than 7«/t;n and FZerodotus, for the true 
Story, I ſhall ſet down the beginning of this 
_ Play, ſpoke by King Cambyſes ; not only to 

g1ve our Reader a Taſte of ourAuthor's Poetry; 
but becauſe I believe it was this Play Shake. 
ſpear (') meant, when he brought in Sir Johre 
Faſtaff, ipeaking in K. Cambyſes Vein. | 


My Connſaile grave and ſapient, 
' avrth Lord's of Legal Train : 
Attentrye cares towards us bend, 
" und mark what ſhall be ſain. 


| _ 
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So you likewiſe my valiant Knight 
whoſe manly atts doth fly, 
By brute of. Fame the ſounding trump 
aoth perſe the azure Shy. 
My ſapient words [ {® perpend 
and ſo your Skill delate - | 
Tou know that Mors vanquiſhed hath 
Cyrus that King of ſtate, 
And I by due Inheritance 
poſſeſs that Princely Crown : 
Ruling by ſword of mighty force 
n place of great Renown. 


Edmund PRESTWwWITH. 


The Author of a Tragedy,called Zyppolrtms, 
(which as I ſuppoſe 1s tranſlated from Seneca) 
tho' I never ſaw it; but have heard 'twas print- 
&d in oftavo. Mr. Ph:lips and Mr. H7inftanicy, 
have placed another Play to his Account, vs. 
The Hefors : but it was a fault, which I ſup- 
poſe they- were led into by my Catalogue, 
printed 1680. as I my. felf was; tho' I mult 
now aſſure my Reader, That that Play has no 
Name to it, and in Mr. Airkman's Catalogue is 
ſet down as an Anonymal Play. 


2 
Francis QUaRLEs, &/q; 


His Gentleman was Son to Zames Quarles, 
Eſq; who was Clerk of the Green-Chrh, 


and Puryeyor to Queen Elizabeth, He was 
Born 
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Born at Stereards, 1n the Pariſh of Rumford in 
ex, He was ſent to Cambridge, and was 
bred for ſome rime in Chrift-Church Calledge : 
afterwards he became a Member of ” SR, 
mn, 1n- London. He was ſometime Cup-bearer 
to the Queen of Bohemia; Secretary to the Re- 
verend Fames Uſher, Archbiſhop of Armagh ; 
and Chronologer to the Famous City of L ow- 
dn. He was a Poet that mix'd Religion and 
Fancy together; and was very careful in all 
bis Writings not to intrench upon Good Man- 
' ners, by any Scurrility, in his Works; or any 
ways offending againſt his Duty to God, his 
Neighbour, and himſelf. The Occaſion of our 
Mentioning him 3n this place, 1s from his be- 
ing the Author of an Innocent, Innoffenlive 
Play, called 
The Virgin Widow, a Comedy, printed 4.*. 
Lond. 1649. | 
As to his other Works, they are very nume- 
rous : thoſe which I have ſeen, are his Hiſtory 
of Se-pſou in Veric ; Fonah, Eſther, Fob Militant. 
His Emblems, are reputed by ſome, a Copy 
of Fermannus Hugo's Pia Deſideria; Anni- 
verlaries upon his Paranete. Pentalogia,og The 
RQurnteſſence of Meditation ; Argalus and Par- 
thenia; being founded on a Story, in Sir Phz- 
lip Sydney's Arcadia. Enchiridion of Medita- 
7rons Drome and Moral. Nor mult I forget his 
Loyal Convert, tho' 1 never ſaw it; being a 
Cauſe of his Perſecution, by the Ulurped Au- 
thority then in being. 
The tronbles of 7reland, forc'd him from 
thence; ſo that he dy'd in his ant 
| opt. 
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Sept.8. 1644- being ys 52 Years, and the Fa. 
ther of cg Children, by one Wife; and 
was buried at St. Zofler's Church, London. 


R. 
Thomas R anDoOLPH. 


E Flourzſht in the Reign of King Charles 

2 the'Firſt; and was Born at Houghton, in 
Northamptonſhire; from whence he was ſent 
for Edacation to Weſtminſter School; and ; 
thence was remov'd to Cambridge, where he +53 
became Fellow of Trimity Colledge in that Uni- 
verſity. He was accounted one of the moſt 
pregnant Wits ol his Time ; and was not only 
admir'd by the Wits of Cambridge, but hke- 
wiſe belov'd and valu'd by the Poets, and Men 
of the Town in that Age. His Gay Humour, 
/ || and Readineſs at Repartee, begat Ber. 7ohn- 
* | /orrs Love to that Degree, that he Adopted him 
/ | his Son: on which ; a Mr. Ranao/ph writ 
c 


Y F WO WF "0 . 


a Gratulatory Poem to him, which 1s printed, 
theſe Lanes being part of the Copy : 


When my Muſe npon obedient knees 
j- Asks not a Father's Bleffing, tet her leeſe 
$ The Fame of this Adoption ; 'tis a Curſe 
a 4 wiſh her 'canſe 7 cannot think a worſe. 


How true a Filial Love he pay'd to his Re- 3 
putation, may appear from his Anſwer to by 
* | that Ode, which Fer. writ in Defence of his ; 
> | New-7nn, and which Mr. Feltham reply'd 


upon 
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upon ſo ſharply. Having given you the two 
former, jn my Account of Mr. Zohpſor ; give 
me Jeave likewiſe to tranſcribe this in Honour 
of Mr. Randolph, whoſe Memory I reverence, 
for his Refpect to that Great Man. 


An Anſwer to Mr. Ben Johnſon's Ode, to per- 
{wade him not to leave the Stage. 


T. | 

Ben, ao not leave the Stage, 

"Cauſe 'tis a hathſome Ae "8a | 
For Pride and [mpudence will grow too bold, 

When they ſhall hear it to ; 
They fr ighted thee ; ſtand high as is thy Cauſe, 

Therr Hiſs is thy Applanſe - _ 

e More guit were thy Difdan, 

Had they approt'd thy Vein : 
So thou for them, and they for thee were born ; 
They to mcenſe, and thou as much to ſcorn. 


II. 
WilPt thou engroſs thy Store 
Of Wheat, and = 0 more, 
Becanſe their Bacon-brains have ſuch a tat, 
As more delight in Mat : 
No ! ſet them forth a board of Damties, full 
As thy beſt Maſe can cull ; 
bil they the while do pme 
And thirſt, mid}/t all their W me. | : 
What greater plague can Hell it ſelf deviſe, 
Thar to be willing thus to T antalize ? 4 
HI. : Ki 
T hou can'ſt not find them fluff, ; £ 
T hat will be bad enough "Y 


To 
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To pleaſe their Pallates : Jet 'em them refuſe, 
For ſome Pye-Corner Muſe ; | 
She is too fair an Hoſteſs, 'twere a [in 
For them to like thine Inn: 
Twas made to entertain 
GueFts of a Nobler Stramm ; / 
Tet if they will have any of thy Store, [| dore. 
Groe them ſome ſcraps, and ſend them from thy 


IV. 
And let thoſe things in plu 
* Til the phos to i, 
Like what they will, aud more contented be 
With what Brome (*) ſwept from thee. 
7 know thy worth, and that thy hbfty Strains 
, Write not to Clhaths, but Brams - 
But thy great Splern doth riſe, 
Cauſe Moles will batve no Eyes : 
T his only in my Ben 1 faulty find, | 
He's angry, they'l not ſee him that are blind. 
: SP 
hy fhould the: Scene be mute, 
Cauſe thou cant touch thy Lute, | 
And ftrmg thy Horace ; let each Muſe of Nie 
Claim thee, and ſay, Th' art mme. -- 
} 'T m_—_ to let all other Flames expire, 
To fit by Pindar's Fire - 
For by ſo firange Negleft, 
1 ſhould my ſelf ſuſpett, 
T he Palfie (*) were as well thy Brains diſeaſe, 
1f they could ſhake thy Muſe which way they 
- - pleaſe. 
| (a) His Man Rich Brome , '$ze an Account of his Plays be» 
at, (b) He had (lis Palſe ar that time. 
Ti VI, 


3d £ þ : 
_—— + = 


414: An Account of the 


| VE. 
And tho' thou well canſt /ing 
The Glories of thy King ; 
nd on the wings of Verſe his Chariot bear 
. To Heaven, and fix it there ; 
Tet let thy Muſe as well ſome Raptures raiſe, 
To pleaſe him, as to ue a 
{ would not have thee chuſe 
Only a treble Muſe ; 
But have this Envious, {gnorant Age to know, 


T hou that canſt ſing ſo high, canſt reach as low, 


"There was another Copy of Verſes wfit by 
Mr. Carew to Mr. 7ohnſon, on occaſion of .his 
Ode of Defiance, annexed to his Play of the 
New- Inn : See his Poems, 89. p. go. © 

Having given you a taſte of his Zyric+ Poe- 
try, I now proceed to his Dramatzick Pertor- 
mance; of which (according to our Cuſtom ) 

I ſhall ſpeak Alphabenrically. | 

ntas, or 1 he Impoſſible Dowry ; a Paſto- 
_ acted before the King and Queen at #/þz7e- 
Ariflippus, or The :Foutal ' Philoſopher ; pre- 
ſented in a private Shew ; to which 18 added 
The Conceited Pedlar. | IE 
FZegalous Lovers, a Comedy preſented to their 
Gracious Majeſties, at Cambtidge, by the Stu- 
dents of 7rin:ty Colledge ; and dedicated to Dr. 
Comber, ND. of Carl/i/e. This Play I thank to be 
the belt of his, and was revived on the'\ Stage, 
at London, 1n 1682. as may appear by an Ept- 
logue written by Mrs. eh», and printed in her 
Colleion of Poems, publiſhed 89. Lond. 1685. — 


Thug 
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Dramatick Poets... 415 
This Play was reviſed and printed by the Au- 
thor, in his Life-time; being+uſher'd by the 
Chief Wits of both Univerfines to the Prefs: 
One of which ſays (*) thus of it: | 
Tho' thou haft made it publick to the view 
Of Self-love, Malice, and that other Crew - 
1 were more fit it ſhould impaled lye 
Within the walls of ſome great Library ; 
T hat if by chance through Injury of Time, 
Plautus, and Terence, and that (*) Fragrant 
Thyme . | 
Of Attick-Wit ſhould periſh, we might ſee 
2 thofe Ab perl Comedy. Ef | 
T he Fealons Lover, Pander, Gull, and Whore, 
The Doting Father, Shark, and many more 
Thy Scene doth repreſent unto the Life, 
Beſides the Chara&ter of a curſt Wife ; . 
So truly given in ſo proper Stile, SY 
As if thy Aﬀtive Soul had dwelt a while ': 
4n each Maw's Body ; and at {ength bad ſeen 
How in their Humor they themſelves demegn. 
Muſes Looking-Glaſs, a Comedy, which by 
the Author was firſt called 7 he Entertainment ; 
as I learn from Sir Aon Cockain's Works, who + 
writ an Zncomiaſtict Copy on it. See his 
Works, p. 98. As to this Play, it anſwers bath 
the Deſigns of Poetry, Profit, and Delight 
and what a Student of Chrj/t-churcb, Mr.Rich. 
Weſt, ſaid of it, will be found trug'\by every 
Reader. 2 ne Raps 
Who looks within his clearer Glaſs, wall Jays 
At once he writ an Ethick LE pa Play- 
All 


(6) dr. Bd Fraunce, (4) Ariſtophaties, 
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All theſe Dramatick Pieces, and his Poems, 
were publiſhed by his Brother,Mr.7 homas Ran- 
Aolph, of Chrift-church Colledge in Oxon. and 
are now printed the 5** Edit. Oxon. 1668. 

I know not when our Author died; tho'TI 
preſume he liv'd to no great Age, being too 
much addi&ed to the Principles of his Pre- 
deceflor Ar:/tippus, Pleaſure, and Contempt of 
Wealth. | 

My Readers are not to expe any Diſco- 
veries of Thefts, for this Author had no occa- 
fion to prattice Plagiary, having fo large a 
Fond of Wit of his own, that he needed not 
to borrow from others; and therefore I may 
Juitly ſay, with a Friend of his, 


With what an Extaſie ſhall we behold 
This Book? which 1s no Ghoſt of any old 
Worm-eaten Author : here's no ll, or Fmt, 
But had his Fad both for its Oar, and Mint. 
Wer t not for ſomeTranſlations none could know 
Whether he had e're lopk'd in Book or 10. 


Of this Nature, are not only his ſeveral Ver- 
_ figm as the Second Epod of Horace, ſeveral 
ces aut of Chuzar, oc. but likewiſe a Dra- 
1ck Piece from Penh, called in the 


fo a plea- 
edy, printed 49. Lond. 1651. his Play 


i x at publiſhed in oftavo be better ; 
to thoſe more vers'd in the Ori- 
ginal 
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vinal than I pretend to. Permit me therefore 
to conclude all with the following Lanes, writ 
by One of St. John s$, 1n Memory of our Author. 

Tmmortal Ben js dead, and as that Ball 

On Ida 7off'd, ſo is his Crown, all 

T he Infantry Wit. Vain Priefts ! 'T bat Chair 

7s only fit Xo his true Sor and Heir. [ praiſe: 

Reach here thy Laurel : Randolph, "tis thy 

of 4 naked Skull ſt all well become the Bays. 

e,Daphne mrs et - vr :and ſpite of F ate, 

T hy Poems ſhall be Poet Laureate. 


Edward RAVENSCRoFT. 

A Gentleman now living, and One that was 
ſometime a Member of the «Middle-Temple. 
One who with+the Vulgar paſles for a Writer: 
tho'T hope he wall pardon me, if I rather ſtile 


| him in & © Numb of Wit-ColleQors ; for I 


cannot allow all the Wit in his Plays to be his 
own : I hope he will not be angry, for tran- 
ſcribing the Charafter which he < given of 
Mr. den, and which mutaro nome belongs 
to himſelf. "Tis not that I any ways abet Mr. 
I dew for his falling upon his «Mamamonuchi; 
Bt I may ciaincain the Character of Im- 
to which I prete tend, I muſt pull off his 
guiſe, and diſcover the Politick Plagiary, 
bis lurks under it. I know he has endeavour- 
ed to'ſhew himſelf Maſter of the Art of Switt- 
writing; and would perſwade the World, that 
what he writes is &x t#zpore Wit, and written 
carrente calams.' But Fdoubt not, to ſhew, That 
tho' he would be thought to imitate the Sith- 
zrormythat ſpinsits nts wn 3t-own Bbwels ; 
Yel 


418 ' — An Aecaunt of the 
yet I ſhall make him appear like the Leech, 


that lives upon the Blood of Men, drawn 


from the Gums; and when he 1s rubb'd 
with Salt, fpues 1t up again. To proye this, 
T ſhall only give an Account of his Plays; 
and by. that little of my own Knowledge 
which I ſhall diſcover, 'twzll be manateſt, that 


.this Ricketty-Poet Cho! of 10 many Years) 


cannot go without others Afdiſtance : For take 
thisProphecy, from your humble Servant,or Mr. 
Ravenſcroft's Mamamoucht, which you pleaſe, 
When once our Poets tranſlatmg em 1s paſt, 
From hint you can't expect new Plays in ih 
To prove this,] need only give you anAccount of 
what he has already publith'd; and from thence 
you may judge, =orRNEg to the old Adage, Ex 
pede Herculem, what is like to follow. _ 
Careleſs Lovers, a Comedy acted at the Duke's 
Thearre, and printed 4. Lord. 1573. The Epi- 
{He to this Play was written againft Mr. Dry- 


'den,. and his Prologue levell'd againſt Almas- 


or ; and his Play, call'd Love in Wunyery. 'The 
truth is, Mr. Dryden had fallen firlt'upon his 
eMamamoucht, as we have faid ; and therefore 
on that Account, our P6er was excuſable ;” but 
to accuſe him for borrowing, and tragfl: ting, 
as he faith : org Yate 


x 


. Za then be horrewed front Romance, aud did 
| ire/lgie Se 


own Guk ; for notwithilangding he writes in 


was unreaſonahle, when, 4 ew knew-'hus 
the ſame Prologue, . 


* That all that's in it is ex tempore #7. - 
cl 


——— Py 
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Yet I muſt take the Liberty to contradiQ him, 
and acquaint my Reader, That the Sham-Scene 
in the 4. Act, which 1s the moſt diverting in 
the Play ; where Mrs. Freedwell, and Clapham 
bring in their Children, and challenge Marri- 
age of the L.9 De PBoaſtado, 1s ſtollen trom Mol. 
here's «M. De Pourceangnac. Ad 2.Sc.7.ands. 
As to the reſt of the French Play, he has uferted 
it into his «Mamamonchi. The Author in his 
Epiſtle acknowledges, That the Reaſon why 
there are ſuch continual Picynes amoneſt the 
Poets, 1s the fame with thar of Whores, 7 wo of 
a Trade can wever agree: and therefore Mr. 
Dryden and Mr. Ravenſcroft, being proteſt Pla- 
giaries,and having both laid claim to Molhere, 
no wonder 1f they fell ont, like the two Tra- 
vellers mm <A/op about the Aſs; tho' at the 
ſame time a third Poet ran away with the prize; 
ar-leaſt the greateſt parr. 

Dame Dobſon, or T he C'umning Woman; 2 Co- 
medy aCted at the Duke's Theatre, and printed 
4%. Lond. 1684. This Play 15s tranſlated from 
a Prench Comedy, call'd La Devmereſſe, os. + 
Les fanx Enchantements, Notwithſtanding 
this Play was fo followed and applanded 7 
Frakce, as the Epiſtle to the Original informs 
me; yet it was damned in its Aion at the The: 
atre at London. T pretend not ty ive the Rea- 
ſon of it; only T have Mr. Pryaer's (*) Teſtt. 
mony, That Correrlte's Le Menzenr, (tince pub- 
I:ſhed nnder the Title of Th#*iFluken Beauty, 
or The Lyer) was notwithſtanding Mr. Z7/ar/'; 
ating Doran? to Admiration, judg'd far Infe. 

(<) Uram, Eglayy Þ» 37» : > "I% 
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riour to many Plays writ by Fletcher, and Ben 
Zohbnſon : and I queſtion not but this laſt will 
obtain the preference from the other, if they 
are read by unbyaſs'd Judges. 

Engliſh yo 9. a pag rrp at the The- 
atre-Royal, and printed 49. . 1678. This 
Play was written originally in Zatin, by Mr. 
R. Ruggles, ſometime Maſter of Arts in Clare 
Hall in Cambridze ; and was atted ſeveral times 
with extraordinary applauſe,before King James 
the Firſt by the Gentlemen of that Univerſity. 
There was a Verſion done by a Maſter of Arts 


of aalen penny. 4 in Oxfore, printed near | 


thirty Years ago, tho' tranſlated ſome Years 
before: and I believe Mr. Ravenſcroft made 
more uſe of that, than the Origina]: at leaſt- 
wiſe they who underſtand not the Latin, and 
| 7 would ſee a true Copy, (this of our Author 


ing drawn in Mmiature ) may read it, under 


the Title of /gnoramus. 

King Edgar, and Alphreda; a Tragi-comedy 
ated at the Theatre-Royal, and printed 49. 
Lond. 1672 This Play I ſuppoſe (3 any) to 
of the Author's own «Minerva; tho' the Sto 
of it be ſufficiently Famous, not only in Nove 
both French and /talian : but in almoſt all the 
Hiſtorians of thoſe Times. For Novels, ſee the 
Amnals of Love.oftavo : For Hiſtorians, ſee H. 
Mamesbury, H. Funtimgdon, #5 Efoveden, Jn- 
gulfus, Ranulph Fligden, «M. Weſtminſter, Pol. 
Virgil. Grafton, Stow, Speed, Baker, &yc. Ubal- 
ding Le Vite delle Donne Tllaftri, p. 28. 

London Cucke/ds, a Comedy ated at the 
Duke's Theatre, and printed 4% Lond. - = 

18 
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Dramatick Poets. 421 
This Play, tho' the moſt diverting of any that 
he has writ, 1s patcht up from ſeveral Novels. 
I may truly aver, that #ſe-acre and Peggy,are 
borrowed from Scarron's Fruitleſs Precaution, 
Nov. fir{t; at leaſt that part of it where Peggy 
in Armour watcheth her Husband's Night-cap. 
Tho' pollibly theſe two Charatters were drawn 
from Arnolphe and Agnes, in Molhere's L'Eſcole 
des Femmes: Loveaay's Dilcovering Eugenta's 
Intrigue, and pretending to conyure for a Sup- 
per,is borrowed from Les Contes d'Ouville, part. 
2.ag.235. Engenia's Contrivance to have Fane 
lye 1n her place by her Husband, whilſt ſhe went 
to Ramble ; is borrowed poſlibly from the MHe- 
ſcolanza dolce Cap. 16. at the End of Torrian's 
Grammar : or alle from Scarron's Fruithkſs Pre- 
caution, where 15 ſuch a like paſſage. The Con- 
trivance of Zugenia to bring off Ramble, and 
Loveday, by obliging the former to draw his 
Sword, an — a Paflion, is borrowed 
from Les Contes d'Owuville, 2. part. page 257. or 
from Zoccace Day 7. Nov. 6. Dooale's Obli- 
ging his Wife Arabella to anſwer nothing but 
Nb 1n his Abſence, and the Conſequence of 
that Intrigue with Townly, is borrowed from 
Les Contes d'Ouville, 2.part. page 121 Eugenia's 
making a falſe Confidence to her Husband 
Daſhwell, and ſeyding him into the Garden to 
Loveaay, in her Habit, where he is beaten by 
him, . is borrowed from: Les Contes d"Owuille, 


| 2, part. page250. The ſame Story 1s in Yaccace, 


Day 7. Nov. 7. and in Les Contes de M. de la 


 Fontaine,Nov.2.p.21.and is the Subje& of ſeve- 


ral Plays ; as City Night-cap, £6. This is ſuffi- 
+ "WG 2 client 
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422 An Account of” the 
cient to ſhew how much our Author borrows 
in his Plots, and that his own Genius 1s either 
lazy, or very barren of Invention. 
eMamamouchz, or T he Citizen turn'd Gentle- 
»man ; a Comedy acted at the Duke's Theatre, 
and printed 4%: Lond, 1675. This Play 1s dedi- 
cated to his Highneſs Prince Rypert. Our Au- 
thor had that good Opinion of Mollzere's Mon- 
fteur de Pourceaugnac, that what he left un- 
toucht in that Play when he writ The Careleſs 
Lovers, he has taken 1nto this : So that his 
Str Simon Soft-head, 1s M. de. Pourceaugnac mn 
an Z#nglifh Dreſs; and the reſt of his Play 1s 
{itollen from Le Bourgeors Gentilhomme, a Co- 
medy. writ by the ſame Author. So that here 1s 
a whole Play borrow'd, and yet nothing own'd 
by the Author ; a procedure which favours of 
the higheſt Ingratitude, and which (as I have 
elſewhere obſerv'd) has been long ago thus 1n- 
veigh'd againſt by the Excellent P/iny(t),Obnoxit 
profetto Anim, & infelicis Ingen eft, deprehen- 
dr mm furto male, quam mutnuum reddere, cum 
praſertumſors fiat ex uſurg. i 
 Scaramouch a Philſopher, Harlequin a School- 
Boy, Bravo, Merchant, and Magician ; a Come- 
dy after the //a/zan Manner, acted at the The- 
atre-Roya], and printed 49». Lond. 1677, This 
Play was fore-ſtall'd in the Aftion, by the 
Duke's Honſe, they having brought upon the 
Stage the Cheats ; Huw ov ; as the Author com- 
plains in the Prologue. Our Author would be 
thought to haye _— a great deal of pains in 


(f) Epiſt ad 7.7”; 


this 
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this Play, and to have brought a' new fort of 
Comedy on. our Stage : as he ſays, 


The Poet does a dang rous tryal make, 

And all the common ways of Plays forſake. 
Upon the Aftors it depends too much ; 

And who can bope ever to ſee two ſuch, 

As the fam'd Harlequin, and Scaramouch. \, 
This he well knew 
Tet rather choſe in New Attempts to fail, 
Than in the Old indifferently prevatl. 


But notwithſtanding our Author's Boaſting, he 
1s but a Dwarf dreſt up in a Giant's Coat itufft 
out with Straw : for I believe he cannot ju- 
ſtly challenge any Part of a Scene as the Ge- 
nuine Off:ſpring of his own Brain; and may 
rather be reckon'd the Midwife than the Pa- 
rent of this Play. This Author has followed 
his old Cuſtom of ſweeping clean, and leaving 
nothing behind him ; He what he left of Ze 
Bourgeois Gentilhomme, he has taken into this 
Play ; as will appear to them that will compare 
the firſt At with that Dramma. Almol all 
Le Marriage force, 1s taken into this Play Iike- 
wiſe; and for the Cheats of' Scapm, 1 ſuppoſe 
our Author has not only ſeen' that Play, but 
borrow'd from thence ; IT have already, taken 
notice, that part of it reſembles. Terence's 
Phormio. ED 
Wranglint” Lovers, or The Inviſible Miſtreſs : 
a Comedy acted ar the Duke's Theatre, and 
printed 45. Zond. 1697. This Play is founded 
upon a Spanrſh Romance in 85, tranſlated*and 
Dd 4 called 
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called Deceptio viſns,or Seermg and Beheving are 
two things. 7 h.Corneille has a Play writ on the 
ſame SubjeR, called Les Engagements du Fa- 
zard. 

I know nothing elſe of our Author's Writing, 
withour I ſhould reckon his Alteration of Tas 
Andronicus ; of which I ſhall ipeak by and by, 
in the Account of Shakeſpear. 


Thomas RAWLINSs. 


A Gentleman that liv'd in the Reign of _ 
Charles the Firſt, who was well acquainte 

with moſt of the Poets of his time. He was 
the Cheif Graver of the «Mzmn7 to both King 


- Charles the Firſt and Second, and died in thar 


Employment 1n 1670. He writ a Play for his 
Diverſion only, not for profit ; as he tells the 
Reader in his Preface: © Take no notice of 
*my Name, for a ſecond Work of this Nature 
© ſhall hardly bear it. I have no deſire to be 
*known by a Thread-bare Cloak, having a Call- 
*ing that will maintain it Woolly. His Play 

x called. - - | 
Rebellion, a Tragedy afted Nine Days toge- 
ther; and divers, times ſince with good ap- 
plauſe, by his Majeſty's Company of Revels; 
and printed 49. Lond, 1640. "Tis dedicated to 
his Kinſman, Robert Ducie of Afton, in the 
County of Szafford Fiſq; and is accompanied 
with Verſes, to the number of eleven Copies 3 
amongſt which are ſeveral writ by the Dcama- 
tick. Poets his Contemporaries. He was very 
young when he writ this Tragedy, as OPPeAcs 
rom 
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from the following Lines of Mr. Chamberlain, 
publiſht with the Play. 


To ſee a Springot of thy tender Age, 

With ſuch a lofty Strame to word a Stage ; 

To ſee a Tragads "rp thee in Print, 

With ſuch a World of fine Meanders in't, 
Puſles my wondring ſoul : for there appeares 
Such d:ſpropor tion 'twixt thy Lines,and Yeares: 
T hat when 7 read thy Lines, methinks 7 ſee 

T he ſweet tongu'd Ovid fall upon his Knee, 

H 1th Parce precor 


The Scene of this Play lyes in Sevz/e ; but I 
cannot direCt you to any particular Hiſtory, 
becauſe I know not in what King of Sparn's 
Reign this Aﬀtion happened: All I can tell 
you 1s, That I believe this Taylor was fitted 
upon Cr:/p:n's Laſt; and that Webſter's Shoo- 
maker gave Birth to our Poet's Don Sebaftiano. 

Mr. #inſtanley ſpeaks of other ſmall Pieces 
that he wrote, tho' I know of none, except 
ſome commendatory Verſes, publiſht with his 
Friends Plays; as with Mr. Chamberlain's 
— amſel; Mr. Richards's «Meſ[alt- 


ne, (Fc. 


Edward REVET. 


An Author of our Time, who publiſhed 2 
Play, called 
».7 own Shifts, or Suburb Juſtice ; 2 Comedy 
ated at his Royal Highneſs the Duke of 7or#'s 
Theatre, printed 4®. Lond. 1671. and dedica- 
ted to Stephen Moſedelf Eſq; Give me leave 
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ſo far to commend this Comedy, to ſay that it 1s 
InftruEtive ; and that the Author's Protagoniſt 
Loavewel, tho' reduced to poverty, yet enter- 
rains not only an Innate Principle of Honeſty, 
but adviles Fa two Comrades, Friendly and 
Faithful, to the praftice of 1t; and it ſucceeds 
happily to them. I mention this, becauſe few 
of our Modern Characters ate fo nicely drawn. 


Nathaniel RIicHARDSs. 


An Author that lived in the Reign of King 
Charles the Pirlt; of whom Tcan give no further 
Account, than that he writ one Tragedy, pub- 
I:ſhr in the beginning of our late Troubles; viz. 

eMecſſalia the Roman Empreſs, her Tragedy, 


ated with general applauſe divers times,by the 
Company of his Majeſty's Revels, and printed 
80. Lon 


1640. This Play is dedicated to the 
Right Honourable John Cary, Viſcount' Roch- 
ford: and 1s uſhered into the Light by fix Co- 
pres of Verſes; two of which were writ by 
our Dramatick Authors, ce 7, ol and Raw- 
{ms ; two by two Aﬀtors in his 


Thomas Combes, which may deſerve a place 1n 
our Accound: after having” acquainted the 
Reader, that for the Story he may conſult 7 a- 


_ crzus, Snetonius, Ply, Plutarch, and Jrrvernl ; 


all which have given a Character of the Infſa- 
tiate« Meſſalina; as the following Verſes do of 
_ Vices, and the Virtues of her Morher Ze 
pida. 


Cariſlt- 


lay, Robinſon 
and Fordan ; and a fifth Latin Copy, by One 
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Carifſimo Amico AuQtori in eximiam «Mz/ſa- 
line Tragediam. 


Ridentem Yenerem veteres piuxere ; ſed ecce 
Apparet Venus hic ſanguinolenta ; nigra. 

La(civos amplexa viros ampletFitur enſem 
Effera gue vita, eft rag nxrizord nece. 

Sic eadem Yittrix, eademg, Libidinis Ulirix, 
Metlalina, altrix que fuit, iſa furt, - 

Li moritur mala pars,oritur pars conjungis ta, 
Rae ſuperat quamvis mors it oa HR 

Caſta parens toties, quoties fit adultera profes, 

 Pugnat, & adverſa cum pue tate ſcelus : 

Dumg:;ſcelus fugiens dat terga,ſtat altera luges, 
Et nituit neo peftore purus Honor, 

Flec ubi ſunt verbis aptata, Tragedia digna 

{lla eft mn primis Laudis, gy la tua eſt. 

Thomas Combes, 


William RipzR. 


This Writer (as I ſuppoſe by the Date of his 
Play)flouriſh'd in the Reign of King Charles the 
| Second; and was a Maſter of Arts,tho' of which 
Univerſity or Colledge, is to me unknown. All 
I.can inform my. Reader is, thathe 1s the Au- 
thor of a Play, called ; 

\ 7465, a Tragi-comedy ated at the private 
Houle at Sa/isbury Court with general applauſe, 
printed 40. Zond. 1655. This Play 1s not con- 
temptible, efther as to the Language, or 'Qe- 
conomy of it, tho' I judge it older far than the: 
the Date of it imports. 


 Willam- 
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Wiltam RowLyY. 


An Author that flouriſh'd in the Reign of 
King Charles the Firft; and was ſometime a 
Member of Pembroke Hall in Cambridge. I can © 
fay nothing further of his Life or Country; 
but as to his Poctry,and his intimate Acquaint- 
ance with the prime Poets of that Age, I can 
pas at large. He was not only beloved by 

ole Great Men, Shakeſpear, Fletcher,and John- 
for ; but likewiſe writ with the former, The 
Brrth of Merlin. Beſides what he joyned in 
writing with Poets of the fecond Magnitude,as 
Fleywood, Middleton, Day and Webſter ; as you 
may ſee under each ot their Names; our 
Anthor has four Plays in print of his own 
Writing, of which take the following Ac- 
_ 5 VIS. 

s loft by Laſt, a Tragedy divers times 
ated by Nel MTs Seerants ; and 
with great applauſe at the Phenix in Drury- 
Zane, and printed 4». Lond. 1633. This 1s a 
good old Ptay, and the Story 1t ſelf may be 
read 1n the Spaniſh Hiſtories : See Mariana Lab. 
21, 22, 23. Stritla's Annales, fyc. Lib. 1. C. 1. 
Turquet, L.5.C. 30. As to Margaretta's De- 
__ Revenge on her Husband Antonio, read 
the Unfortunate Lovers, Novel the 3. Fn 

eMatch at Midnight, a pleaſant Comedy ated 
by the Children of the Revels; and printed 42. 

2d. 1623. The Plot of Alexinder Blood- 
honnd's being hid by Jarvis under the Widow's 
Bed, 1s tended on an old Story inſerted in the 
Exglifh Rogue, part 4. Ch. 19. 
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Shoomater's a Gntleman, a Comedy printed 
40. Lond. ------ -- Not having this Play by me 
at preſent, I cannot inform my Reader where 
it was acted, or when printed. But this I know, 
that it has not many Years ſince been revived 
at the Theatre in Dor/ſet-Garden, and been for- 
merly a&ted abroad in the Country: and the 
Comical part of it, is an uſual Entertainment 
at Bartholomew and Southwarke Fairs ; 1t_be- 
ing a Copy to which all Stroling Companies 
lay claim to. The Play 1s founded on a ſtitche 
Pamphlet in quarto, called 7 he Hitory of the 
Gentle-Craft., The Reader may find an Epi- 
logue printed in Daffet's Poems, p. 60. writ be 
this Play, when 'cwas revived. | 

New Wonder, a Woman never vext ; 2 plea- 
ſant Comedy, ſundry times ated, and printed 

o. Lond. 1632. That paſlige of the Widows 
Gndi her Wedding-R:ng, which ſhe dropp'd - 
1n crolling the Thames, in the Belly of, a Fiſh 
which her Maid bought 'accidentally /3n the 
Market, 1s founded either upon the Story of 
Polycrates of Samos, as the Author may read at 
large in Herodotus, Lib. 3../ive Thalia ; or upon 
the like Story related of one Anderſon of 
rr by Doctor Fuller, in his Worthies of ' 
England. abby Var - $i 

I know of nothing elſe written by-oyr Au- 
thor, neither can I tell the time of his Death, 
and therefore I muſt leave, 3s to Perſons of 
better Information to acquaint the World, 
with more particulars of his Life, whillt I 
haſten to an Account of his Names fake, --.. 


Samuel 


© **; 
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Samuel Rowr xy. 


Whether this Author was related to as well 
as Contemporary with the former, I know not : 
only this I know, that he writ himſelf a Ser- 
vant to the Prince of #ales, He is the Au- 
thor of two Hiſtorical Plays, of which we are 
to give an Account 1n their Alphaberical Or- 
der; v2. 

Noble Spaniſh Souldier, or AContraf? broken 

juſtly revenged; a Tragedy, printed 4o. Lond. 
1634. Thais 1s a Poſthumous Piece ; and if we 
believe the Prinzer's Preface, has received ap- 
- plauſe in Action. Where 1t was a&ted, Tknow 
not, nor the Foundation of the Story, 1t not 
being mentioned what King of Spam 1t was, 
_ committed that a& of Perjury with One- 
14. 


ps 


When you ſee me, you know me ; or The Fa- 


mous Chronical Hiſtory of ZZenry the Eighth; 
with the Birth, and Virtuous Late of Edward 
Prince of Wales: being play'd by the High 
and Mighty Prince of Yale's Servants, and 
pom 4. Lond. 1632. For the Plot, ſee the 

4 Fferbert's Life of Hen. the VIIT. and other 
Writers of his Life, as Polydore Virgil, . Hol. 
ling ſhead, Hall, Grafton, Stow, Speed, Martin, 
Baker, oye. © | | 


Joſeph Rurres. 


An Author that liv'd in the Reign'of King 
Charles the Farlt. He belong'4'tothe Earl of 


Dorſet's Family ; and attended on his Son, the 
rg Fa- 
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Father of the preſent Earl. At the Command 
of the Right Honourable Zdward Earl of Dor- 
ſer, and Lord -Chamberlain to the Queen, 'he 
undertook the Tranſlation of the Cid, out of 
French : and Mr. Air kmaraſcribes another Play 
to him beſides ; of both which 1 ſhall ſpeak in 
their Order. 

Cid, a Tragi-comedy acted before their Ma- 
jeſties at Court, and on the Cork-piz Stage in 
Drury-Lane, by the Servants to hoth their Ma- 
jeſties, and printed 89. Lond. 1637. This firſt 
Part 1s dedicated to Zaward Earl of Dorſet 
aforeſaid, part of it being tranſlated by the 
young Lord his Son, on whom our Author at- 
tended. hy 

Cid, Part the ſecond, printed 49. Loyd. 1640. 
and dedicated to the Lady 7 heophila Cook, This 
Part was undertaken by our Author, at his Ma- 
jeſties Command, who was pleas'd to think ir 
worth the tranſlating ; and commanded 1t to be 
put into our Author's Hands. Both theſe Plays. 
are uſually bound together 1n ottavo: 

As to theſe Plays in the Original, they are 
much commended, tho' I never {aw butthe firſt 
Part in French. Iſhall not here'tranſeribethe 
Author's own Sentiments of 1t ; but. leave it to 
thofe who underſtand the Frexch to:yeruſe the 
Examen of the Second Part ; it being too lon; 
for this place. But what M. Bozleau tays of it, 
1n his 9*Þ an + maybe ſufficient ta ſhew the 
Sentiments of the publick in its Fayqur : His 
Words are theſe ; hs I / 
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En van contre le Cid an (©) Miniltre ſe gue, 

Tout Paris pour (*) Climene a {cs yeur de 
(') Rodrigue. 

(*) L'Academne en Corps a beau le cenſurer, 

Le Public revolte s obſtine a Faamirer. 


To ſpeak of the Tranſlation in general, I 
think, 1f the Time be conſidered when it was 
undertaken, it may paſs muſter with candid 
Readers: The Author having at leaſt fo far.im- 
prov'd it, as to bring ſeveral things in Ation, 
which in the Original are delivered in Nar- 
ration z an ys commended by, Horace, 
in thoſe Lines ſo well known to all Scholars. 


Aut agitur res in Scenis ant Aﬀta refertur- + 
Segnius irritant animos demiſ/a per aurem ; 
Quam qua ſunt oculis ſubjetta fidelibus, & 7ue 
Jpſe fibi tradit ſpeFator - | | 


# Tt is true our Author has altered in the 
Original, ſome praces\ but not many. .'Two 
Scenes he has left out, as being Soliloquies, 
and things little pertinent to- the Bufineſs : 
and give me leave to'obſerve by the'by, That 
the French are much addiQed to bring in theſe 
«Monologues ," 10 their ſerious Plays. Some 


(s) Cardinal Richelies, (bY /The'Namcs of rhe Heracne, and 
() Hero, in.che Play. (&) The Academy writ a Book agaioſt its 
by the Cerdinal's private order, cntiruled Sentimens de 1 Ato- 
demie Praneviſe ſur la Tragi=comedie du Cid: the” "was pub» 
lickly ſo well eq of, thac in many places of Prance "was 
Proverbially ſaid, Gela eff beau comme le Cid, 


things 
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things likewiſe our Author has added, bur 
ſcarce diſcernable: and where M. Corneilte 
would give him leave, he ſays he has follow'd 
cloſe both his Senſe and Words; tho', as he 
has obſerved, many things are received Wit 
in one Tongue, which are not in another. As 
to the Play, 'tis founded on true Hiltory; and 
the Author bas follow'd Roderic de Tolede, and 
Mariana. The Reader may conſult other Ht- 
ſtorians, that have writ of the Aﬀairs of Don 


Fernando, the Firſt King of CaftiHte. 


Shepherds Holyday, a Paſtoral Tragi-comedy, 
ated before their Majeſties, at Fh:tehall, by 
the Queen's Servants ; and printed 89. Lond 
1635. This Play is afcrib'd by Mr. Kr &man, to 
our Author;tho' only F.F.is aftix'd to the Tirtle- 
page. This Play is of the Nobler ſort of Paſto- 
rals; and 1s writ in Blank Verſe: At the End 
1s a Paſtoral Elegy, on the Death of the Lady 
Penetia Dig, in the Perſon of Sir Xene/m 
Digby, her Husband; and a Latin Epigram on 
her Tomb. | . 

I know nothing elfe of our Authors Wri- 
ting. | ; SL. 


Th6mas RYMER, £/q; 


This Gentleman 15-now 11ving, and was once 
(if he be not at preſent) a Member of the Ho- 
nourable Society of Grays-/57n. He has an ex- 
cellent Talent towards Crz1:c1/m; as appears by 
his Preface to the Tranſlation of Raprm's Re- 
fetions on Ariftotle's Treatrſe of Poew'y 8». and 
his Zrageates of the laſt Age conftder'd: _ . 

Fe thin 
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think for Dramatick Poetry, there are other 
Poets now alive, that at leaſt equal that Tra- 
gedy which he has publiſht, v2. 

Edear, or The Engliſh Monarch ; an Heroick 
Tragedy, printed 4%. Lond. 1678, This Tra- 
gedy 1s dedicated to King Charles the Second, 
and written in Heroick Verſe. If it be com- 
pared with Mr. Ravenſcrof?'s K7 ar and 
Alfreda, it far exceeds it. ' For the Plot, ſee 
the Hiſtorians before mentioned ; viz. Mal. 
mesbury, Huntmgdon, FHoveden, Tngulfus, Fig- 
den, (90. Grafton, Stow, Cc. 


S. 
Thomas Sc. SFRF. 


Gentleman, who in the Reign of King 
Charles the Second writ a Play, call'd + 

Tarugo's Wiles, or The Co oden e; a Co- 
medy actgd at his Highneſſes the Duke of York's 
Theatre, printed 49. Zond.1668. and dedicated 
to the Right Honourable George, Marqueſs of 
Huntley. This Comedy 1t not equal with thoſe 
of the firſt Rank, yet exceeds ſ&veral which 
pretend to the ſecond; eſpecially the Zhird 
AR, which diſcovers the ſeveral Humours of 
- a Coffee-houſe. -As to the other part of the Play, 
"tis founded (as I ſuppoſe) on the Spaniſh Play 

No puedeſer, or 1t cannot be ; but not havin 

th= Original, T cannot be poſitive : but this 
know, Tifat the Lord Be/-guard, and Crack in 
$1r Courtly Nice, extreamly reſembles Don Pa- 
| | tric 


tricio and Tarmugo, in this Play : Nay more, the 
Plots of both are alike. I leave it to the De- 
ciſion of Mr. Crown, or any other who have 
ſeen the Spaniſh Play. In the mean time, I de- 


fire no Man to rely upon my Judgment ; but if 


what I have ſaid cannot ſave him, excuſe him 
upon his own Plea, in his own Words. 


If this prevail not, he hopes he's ſafe from danger, 


ForWit and Malice ought not to reacha —_ p 


William SAaMPsoN, 


An Author that liv'd in the Reign of King 
Charles the Firſt: He was ſometimes a Re- 
rainer to the Family of Sir Henry WiHoughty, 
of Reichley in Derbyſhire ; and was the Author 
of a Play, call'd 

Pow-breaker, or The Fair Maid of Clifton, in 
Nottinghamſhire ; divers times aCted by ſeve- 
ral Companies with great applauſe, printed 49. 
Lond. 1632. and dedicated to Mrs. Anne Wil. 
loughby, Daughter to Sir Henry - in which E- 
puſtle, the Author concludes thus; © Heaven 
c 0 you from Fawning Paraſites, and buſie 
© Goffips, and ſend you a Fusband, and a Good 
*One; or elſe may you"never make a Holyday 
© for Zymen. » As much Happineſs as Tongue 
©can Fen Pen can write, Heart think, or 
©Thoughts imagine, ever attend on you, your 
© Noble Father, and all his Noble Family; to 
© whom I ever reſt, as my bounden Duty, a 
© Faithful Servant, #7. Sampſon. This Play 


| ſeems founded upon Truth ; I bave likewiſe, in 
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my younger Years, read a Ballad compos'd up- 
= the eh SubjeR. TEK 
_, Our Author beſides this Play, joyned with 
| Mr. Markham in Herod and Antipater, which I 
 forgotbefore. But as'for the Valiant Scoz, and 
How to chuſe a Good Wife from a Bad, they are 
in my Judgment none of our Author's writing; 
tho' Mr. Phi/;ps and his Follower Mr. H7n/tan- 
ley, have aſcribed them to him. 


George SanDys, E/q; 

A Gentleman who flouriſh'd in the Reign of 
King Charles the Martyr; 1t one may fo af 
2 Perſon, who ſympathiz'd fo deeply with his 
Prince and Country in their misfortunes. He 
was Son to his Grace Zdwm,Arch-biſh.of Tort : 
. and was born in theYear 1577.at Biſbops-T horp, 
in the ſame County, being his Father's youngeſt 
Child. He was ſent tothe Univerlity that me- 
morable Year 1588. being then eleven Years of 
Age; and was enter'd of St. Mary Hall in Oxford. 
How long he ſ{tay'd, I know. not: but in the 
Year 1610. memorable for the Marder of that 
Great Hero Henry the Fourth of France,by that 
Villain — ah” on his MAG thro' 
France, {taly, Tarky, t, Paleſtine, gc. an 
Account Arch 4 read in is Travels, 
printed Fol. Lond. 1658. But 'tis'not on this 
Account, but his Poetry, that he 1s here men- 
tioned; and therefore I ſhall haſten to ſpeak 
of his Writings in that kind, and firſt of that 
excellent Piece of Dramatick Poetry, which he 
has left us; and chiefly in this Account chal- 
lenges a particular place ; vs. 

Chriſt”s 
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Obrift's Paſſion, a Tragedy, with' Annota. 
tions, printed 80. Lond. 1640. and dedicated to 
| King Charles the Firſt. This Play 1s tranſlated 
from the Latin Original writ by Hugo Grotius. 
This Subje@ was handled before in Greek, b 
that Venerable Perſon, Apolhinarins of Laod:- 
cea, Biſhop of Ferapelis ; and after him by 
Gregory Nazianzen : tho' this of Hugo Grotins, 
(in our Author's Opinion)tranſcends all on this 
Argument. As to the Tranſlator, I doubt not 
but he will be allow'd an Excellent Artiſt, 'by 
Learned Judges; and as he has follow'd F7o- 
race's Advice of Ayoiding a ſervile Trant- 
lation, | ; 


Nec verbum verbo curabis reddere fidus 
{nterpres : 


So he comes ſo near the Sence of the Author, 
that nothing 1s loſt, no Spirits evaporate in 
the decanting of it into #7g/;ſh; and it there 
be any Sediment, it 1s left behind. [This Book 
was reprinted with Figures, 89. Lond. 1688. 

Nor are his other Tranſlations leſs valu'd, 
eſpecially Ovid's Metamorphoſis, printed with 
Cuts, Fol. Oxon. 1632. This Tranſlation was 
ſo much..eſteem'd in former times, that I find 
two old Copies of Verſes, ſpeaking in praiſe of 
our Author. In the firſt, called 4, Cenſure of 
the Poets, are theſe Lanes: » 


T hen dainty Sands, that hath to Engliſh done 
Smooth ſliding Ovid, and hath made him One, 
With ſo muchſweetneſs, and unuſual Grace, 
As tho' the neatneſs of the Engliſh Pace' 
-Ee 3 Sho 
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Should tell your ſetting Latin, that it cam? 
But ſlswily after, as though ſtiff or lame. 


The other on the Time Poets, ſayes thus, 


Sands. Mctamorphoes'd fo into another, 
We now not Sands, and Ovid from each other. 


To this I may add the Tranſlatzon of the 
firſt Book of Yirgil's nes; by which Spe- 
cimen, we may {ce how much he has excell'd 
Mr. Ogilby. For his other Divine Pieces, as 
his Paraphraſe on the Pſalms,Job, Eccleſiaſtes, La- 
mentations of ſeremiah,gyc. IT have heard them 
much admired by Devout and Ingenious Per- 
ſons, and I believe very deſervingly. 

Having done with his Tranſlations, give me 
leave to conclude with Hs to another World, 
which happen'd at his Nephew, Mr. #7at's 
Houſe, at Poxley-Abbey in Kent - in the Chan- 
cel of which Pariſh-Church he lyes buricd, 
tho' without a Monument; and therefore L 
ſhall folow my Author, from whence I col- 
lefted this Account, by tranſcribing what de- 
ſerves to be inſ{crib'd on a Monument ; 02s. 


Ceorgius Sandys, Poetarum Anglorum ſui ſacul: 
Princeps, ſepultus fuit Marti 7 Stilo Anglic. 
A. D. 1643. 's 


y 7 
Charles SAUNDERS. 


A Young Gentleman, whoſe Wit began to 
 budagearly, as that of the Incomparable Cow- 
ley; and was like him a King's Scholar, when 

he writ a Play call'd | 


Ta- 


Dr amatick Poets. 439 
Tamberlane the Great, a Tragedy aQed b 


their Majeſties Servants, at the Theatre-Royal; 
as likewiſe at Oxford, before his late Majeſty 
King Charles the Second, at his meeting the 
Parl:ament -there. "Twas printed in quazto 
Lond. 1681. and the Deſign was drawn (as the 
Author bwns ) from the Novel of Tamer/anc 
and Aſteria, 1n oftavo: I have ſo great a value 
for this Author's Play, that I cannot but wiſh 
well to his Muſe ; but berng no Poet, I muſt 
ſet my Hand to another Man's Wiſhes: I mean 
Mr. Banks, who has writ a Copy of Verſes on 
this Play, part of which are as follow : 


Launch out youne Merchant,new ſet up of Wit, 
The World's befire thee, and thy flock 7s great, 
Sail by thy m_ but never let her guide, 
Then without danger, you may ſafely glide 

By happier Studtes fleer'd, and quickly gam 
The promiſed Indies of a wel ir Bram, 
Bring home a Man betimes, that may create. 
His Country's Glory in the Church, or State. 


Elkanah SETTLE. 


An Author now living, whole Hauſe is chiefly 
| addifted to Tragedy; and has been tragically. 
dealt withal by a Tyranical Zaxreat ; whic 
| has ſomewhat eclips d the glory he at firlt ap- 
ared in: Burt Time has her viciilitudes ; and 
e has lived to ſee his Enemy huntbled, it not 
Juſtly puniſhed ; for this Reaſon, I ſhall not 
afreſh animadvert upon his fault, but rather 
bury them in Oblivion; and without any Re- 
fle&ions on his Poetry, give a ſuccin Account 
Ee 4: of 
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| of thoſe Plays, which he has publiſhed, being 
Nine in Number ; v2s. WE, 

Cambyſes King of Perſia, a Tragedy atted at 
the Duke's Theatre ; printed 45. 34 Edit. Lond. 
1675. and dedicated to the 1luitrious Princeſs 
ine, Dutcheſs of Monmouth. This Tragedy 
1s written in Heroick Verſe, and Canes on 
Huſtory. For the Plot, ſee Juſtin, Herodotus, 
Ammianus Marcellinus, gyc. 

Conqueſt of China by the Tartars, a Tragedy 
ated at the Duke's Theatre; printed 49. Lond. 
1676. and dedicated to the Lord Ca/tle-R:izing. 
This 1s alſo writ 1n Heroick Verſe, and founded 
on Hiſtory. See Sigmior Palafax his Hiſtory of 
Chma, tranſlated in oftavo; Fohn Gonzales de 
eMendoza, Lewis de Guzman, (yc. 

Empreſs of Morocco, a Tragedy in Heroick 
Verſe; acted at the Duke's Theatre, printed 
with Sculptures 4». Lond. 1673. and dedicated 
to the Right Honourable Henry, Earl of Nor- 
wich, and Farl-Marſhal of Zng/and. This Play 
Mr: Dryden wr particularly againſt, in a 
Pampliet called, Notes and Obſervations on the 
Empreſs F Morocco ; or ſome Few Erratas to 
be printcd mſtead of the Sculptures with the [e. 
cond Faition of that Play ; printed 49. Lond, 
1674. This (as I have already obſery'd) was 
an{wered by another Pamphlet, which ſhewed 
Mr. Dryden wag not Infallible; - but: that not- 
withſtanding his Zrevaaes, he himſelf was as 
faulty as others: and that he had yerzficd the 

aniſh Proverb, No es tan brave. et Leon come 
e pinutan ; The Lyon is not ſo fierce as they paint 


him. 
Fatal 
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Fatal Love, or The forc'd Tuconflaucy ; a Fra- 
gedy acted at the Theatre-Royal; printed 4o. 
Lond. 1680. and dedicated to Sir Robert Owen. 
This Play is founded on AchiHes T atins his Ro- 
mance, called C/;t4phon and Leucippe ; ſee Book 
the fifth. The £#x2/ifþ Reader may perule 1t 
tranſlated in oftavo printed Oxon. 1638. 
Female Prelate ;. being the Hiſtory of. the 
Life and Death of Pope Joan: a Tragedy aQted 
at the Theatre-Royal, printed 4+. Lond. 1680. 
and dedicated to the Right Honourable, the late 
Earl of Shafts bury. T his Play being founded 
of Hiſtory, 1ee/ cMarianus Scotus, Sigibert,' Sa- 
bellicus * and far the Enghfh, he may read Plg- 
tinatranilated in Fol. by Sir Paul Ricault ; and 
the Life and Death of Pope Joon written here- 
tofgre in a Dialogue, by Mr. Alexander Cooke, 
2 Gentleman formerly a Fellow-of Unzver/itp 
Colledge in*Oxford- a Piece ſo much cry'd up, 
and admir'd in thoſe Times, that it was tran{la- 
ed into French by F. De la Monutaigne. "Tis 

_ now publiſhed 1n a fet Diſcourſe 89. Lond.167y. 

The Randes w1ll find there a Liſt of thoſe Au- 
thors who affirm, and thoſe who deny the truth 
of this Story. 

'  HHeirof Morecco, with the Death of Gayland; - 
ated at the, Theatre-Royal, printed 4o. Lond. 
1682. and dedicated to the Lady FHenr;eita 
Wentworth, Baroneſs of Nettlefled. i 

Tbraim, the [lluftrions Baſſas a Tragedy 10 
Hergick Vexſe, acted at the ,Dyke's. Theatre, 
printed 4». Lond. 1677. and dedicated to the 

Dutcheſs of Afbermarie. The Play is fopnded 
on M, Scadery's Romance fo called. 


Love 
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Love and Revenge, a Tragedy adted at the 
Duke's Theatre ; printed 49. Zond. 1675. and 
dedicated to the Late Duke of Newcaſtle. "Tis 
a great part borrowed from a Play called 7he 
Fatal Contra ; and 1s founded on the French 
Chronicles : fee c Mezeray, De Serres. gyc. 'Tis 
pirty our Author was to little conſiderate, to 

all upon Mr. Shadwef in his Poſtſcript, when 
helay ſo open to an Attaque himſelf: and if our 
Laureat reply'd too ſeverely upon him in his 
. Preface to the Lzbertinetwas but ſe defendends ; 
and he being the Aggreflor, ought to forgiye it. 

Faſtor Fido, or Faithful Shepherd, a Paſtoral 
.afted at the Duke's Theatre ; printed 4o.Lond. 
1677. and dedicated to the Right Honourable, 
the Lady Z/:2zabeth Delaval. The Play was 
written 1n //alian by Garin, and afterwards 
tranſlated by Sir Ric. Fanſhaw. This Tranſlati- 
on our Author has follow'd, being #ſ{tranger to 
the 7/a/:an : tho' poſſibly it may by ill natur'd 
Craticks be thought a preſumption, to attempt 
to 1rgprove either the Original, or the Copy. 

Our Author I think has ſeveral Copies of 
Verſes in print,beſides Proſe; but becauſe ſome 
of them will not advance his Reputation ; and 
of others, TI know not. exaltly which he writ, 
FT ſhall omit further mentioning of them in 
this place. 


Tho. SHaDweil, E/q; Poet Lau- 
 reat 70 therr preſent Maje/iies. 
A Gentleman, whoſe Dramatick Works are 


ſufficiently known to the World; but _— 
cially 


«es ws. M4 oo © @ WE @ hw ls 


ha 


Dramatick Poets. 443 


cially his Excellent Comedies; which in the 
[Judgment ot ſome Perſons, have very deſerved- 
ly advanced him to the Honour he now enjoys, 
under the Title of Poet Lanreat to their preſent 
Majeſties. © An Advancement which he 1nge- 
niouſly contefles, 1s chieflv owing to the Pa- 
tronage of the Noble Farl of Dorſet, that Great 
Judge of Wait and Parts; in whole Favour it 
has be:n Mr. Shadwe/!'s particular Happineſs 
ſor ſeveral Years, to have had an Eminent 
Share. Mr. Dryden, | dare preſume, little ima- 
gined, when he writ that Satyr of «Mack- 
Fl-cknoe, that the Subje&t he here ſo much 
expoſes and ridicules, ſhould have ever lived 
to have ſucceeded him 1n wearing the Zays. 
But I am willing to ſay the leſs of Mr. Shad- 
well, becauſe I have publickly profeſs'd 2 
Friendſhip for him : and tho' it be not of fo 
long date, as ſome former Intimacy with 
others ; ſo neither 1s 1t blemiſhed with ſome 
unhandſome Dealings, I have met with from 
Perſons, where IT leaſt expe&ed it. I ſhall 
therefore ſpeak of him with the wm 
that becomes a Critick; and own I like Hts 


Comedies better than Mr. Dryden's; as having 


more. Variety of CharaQters, and thoſe drawn 
from the. Life; I mean Men's Converſe and 
Manners, and not from other Mens Ideas, co- 
pyed out of their publick Writings : tho'1n- 
deed T cannot wholly acquit our Preſent Lau- 
reat from borrowing; his Plagiaries being in 
lome places too bold and open to be diſguiſed, 
of which I ſhall take Notice, as I go along; 
tho' with this Remark, That ſeveral of them 
are 
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are obferved to my Hand, and 1n a great mea- 
fure excuſed by himſelf 1n the publick Ac- 
Enowledgment he makes 1n his ſeveral Pre- 
faces, to the Perſons to whom he was obliged 
'for what he borrowed. 

That Mr. S$hadwelt has propos'd B.Zobnſon tor 
his Model, I am very certain of ; and thoſe who 
will read the Preface to the FZumorifts, may" be 
faflicieatly ſatisfied what a va]Jue he has for 
that Great Man ; but how far he has ſucceeded 
in his Defign, I ſhall l-ave to the Reader's Ex 
2mination. So far only giye me leave to pre- 
miſe in our Laureat's Defence, that the Rea- 
der is not tos meaſure his Merit by Mr.. Dry: 
«cn's Standard; lince Socrates, never was more 
perſecuted by the Inhumane Ar;lophanes, than 
Mr. Shadwell by Mr. Dryden's Pen; and with 
the fame injuſtice ; tho' I think, whoever ſhall 
pens Modeſt Defence of the former, in 

Epiltle to the tenth Satyr of Javenal, 3yall 
got only acquit him, but love him tor his goad 
Humour and gentle Temper, to One who en- 
deayour'd t6 deſtroy his Reputation, fo dear,to 
AR Men, but the very Darkng 6f Poets ; as Od 
lays (*), . COIs 


Quid petitur facrisnift tantum fama Poetis'? 
oF votum noſftri ſumma labors habtr.” - 


Mr. Shadwell has Fourteen: Plays in, print, 
which we ſhall give an Account of -1n the Or- 
der we havg begun, ve. Alphabetically ;' tho” 
by this means his laſt Play comes firſt. upon our 
Stage, Uh. | _ Z 91<3- 1. i Aide Bn 
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Amorons PBigdtte, with the Second Part of 
Teene O Divelly ; a Comedy ated by their Ma. 
jclties Servants, printed 49. Zond. 1690. and de- 
dicated to the Right Honourable Char/es, Fart 
of Shrewsbary. | 

Bury Fair, a Comedy acted by his preſent 
Majeſties Servants, printed 49. Lond.168g. and 
dedicated to the Re. Honourable Chaz les, Earl of 
Dae and Miadleſex, the preſent Lord Chart. 
berlain of his Majeſty's Houſhold. How diffi- 
cult it 1s for Poets to find a continual Supply 
new Humour, thys Poet has ſufficiently ſhew'd 
in his Prologue; and therefore he ought ro be 
excus'd, if Old Hit, and Sir Ffurphry Nodady, 
have ſome reſemblance with 74/t:ce fool Wit, 
and Sr. John Noday ; in the 7 riumphant Widow. 
Skilfull Poets reſemble excellent Cooks, whoſe 
Art enables them to dreſs one Dith of Meat ſe- 
veral ways; and by the Afſtance of proper 
Sawees, to give each a different Reliſh, and yet 
all-grateful to the Palate. Thus the Charatter 
of La Roche,tho' firſt drawn by Mollere, in Les® 
Precieuſes ridicules,andiaiterwardscopy'd by Sir 
IW. D' Avenans, Mr. Betterton, and Mrs. Behr ; 
vet In this Play has +more caſing Air than im 
any other Play, and there 1s ſomething in his 
Jar _ more diverting than in the Original 
it ſelf. 

Hpſom Wells, a Comedy acted at the Duke's 
Theatre; printed 49. Lond.1676. and dedicated 
to his Grace the Duke of MNewcnft/e. This is 
ſo diverting, and withal ſo true a Comedy, 
that even Forreigners, who are not generally 
the kindeſt to the Wit of onr Nation, have ex. 

treamly 


* a \ & 
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treamly commended it: and it 1s no ſmall cte- 
dit to our Author, that the Sieur De Saint 
Enuvremont, {peaking of our Engliſh Comedies 
in his Z£//ays, has ranked this Play with Fer 
Fohnſon's Bartholmew Farr, as two of our moſt 
diverting Comedies. "Tis true that ſome en- 
deavoured tp fix a Calumny upon our Anthor, 
pledging that this Play was not Wgenuwme 

ut this Stain was quickly wip'd off, by the 
Plea he makes for himſelf in the Prologue, 
ſpoken to the King and Queen at Whiteball 
where he ſays, 8 


If this for him had been by others done, 
After this Honour, ſure they d claim their own, 


Hlumoriſts, a Comedy afted by his Royal 
dns Servants ; printed 49. Lond. 1671. 
and dedicated to the molt Illuſtrious Margaret, 
Dutcheſs of Newcaſtle. The Delign of this 
Play was, 7o reprehend ſome of the Vices and 
Follies of the Age, which is certainly the moſt 
-proper and wo uſeful way of writing Comedy. 
Bur notwithſtanding the Author's good Deſign, 
1t met with 1mplacable Enemies, who refolv'd 
to damn it right or wrong ; and the Author 
was forc'd'to murtilate his Play, by expunging 
the chief Deſign, to prevent giving Offence. 
Theſe and other Diſadvantages ( the particu- 
lars of which you may read in the Preface) the 
Poet met with : and yet TI think a Candid Judge 
would ler it paſs without much Cenſure; and 
pardon the faults of the Play, for that Repa- 
ration that is made for it in the Preface. 


Lancaſhire Witches, and Teague 0 Ons 
| the 
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the Iriſh Prieſt ; a Comedy ated at the Duke's 
Theatre, and printed 49. Cond 1682, This Play 
was written in the Times -of Whig and Tory, 
therefore was oppoled by Papi/ts and their Ad- 
herents, for the ſake of their Dear-Joy, Teague 
O Dwvelly : but nevertheleſs there appeared ſo 
numerous a party 1n the Play's Defence, that 
the Play lived 1n ſpight of all their Malice. 
However, I wiſh our Author for his own ſake, 
had left out the Character of Smzrk, notwith- 
ſtanding the Defence he makes for it in the 
Preface, and his Proteſtation of having a true 
value for the Church of Zng/and: for 'tis evi- 
dent that her Sons, the Clergy, are abuſed in 
that CharaQter ; particularly in the firſt Scene 
gf the ſecond Ae: and therefore Mr. Shadwe/! 
muſt allow me a little to diſtruſt his ſincerity, 
when he makes ſuch large Profeſſions of Re- 
ſpe& to Gowns-men; to whom 4 believe his 
Obligations are greater than Kindneſs: other- 
wiſe, he would not have ſuffter'd ſuch reflei- 
ons to have paſſed his Pen, as are to be met 
with in his Szurre of Aſſatia, and the Epilogue 
to the Amorous Bigotte, fx. If Mr. Shadwell 
would therefore take a Friend's Counſel, I 
would adviſe himto treat ſerious things with 
due Reſpeft; and not to make the _— 
truckle to the Sage ; or Preface a Play, with a 
a Treatiſe of Religion : every Man has his Pro- 
vince, and I think the Stating of Paſſive Obe- 
dience, and Non-Refiſtance, 1s none of Mr. 
Shadwel's : He may remember,that Mr. Dryden 
never nſcarried more, than when he inter- 
meddled with Church Matters ; and that all 

the 
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the Art and Beauty of his Abſalom and Ach. 
Zophel, will hardly make Amends for the Spors 
and Blemiſhes that'are to be found in his Hmd 
and Panther. But to return to 'Oour Subjet: 
Mr. Heywood and Mr. Brome have writ a Play 
on the ſame Story with our Author ; but 
how -much this exceeds it, will be evident ro 
unbyafſed Judges. As to the Magick in the 
Play, our Author has given a very good Ac- 
count in his Notes, from the Writings of De. 
0, Bodinus, Wierns, xc. and I know nothing 
that we have 1n this Nature, in Dramartick Po- 
etry, except Ben. Johnſon's Maſque of Queens, 
which 1s likewiſe explained by Annotations. 
Libertine, a Tragedy afted by his Royal 
Highnefles Servants ; printed 49. Lond. 1676. 
and dedicated to H7//iam Duke of Newcaftle. 
This Play, if not regular, rs at leaſt diverting : 
which according to the Oprtmon of fome of 
our Firſt-Rate Poets, is the End of Poetry. 
The Play is built wpon a Subje&t which has 
been handled by Spaniſh, 7ralan, and French 
Authors : there being tour Plays extant (ſays 
my Author}-on this Story. -I'have never ſeen 


bur one, viz. Molhere's L' Athee Fougroye, which 


it appear'd our Author has read. There 1s a 
Character in Sir Afton Cockarn's Ovid; T mean 


that of Captain ZZamnibal, whoſe Cataftrophe 


is like that of Don John,which (as I have ſaid 
may 'poſlibly be borrowed from 77 Atheifto ful- 
mmato. = | 
Miſer, a Comedy ated by his Majefties Ser- 
vants, at the Theatre-Royal; printed 4".Lond. 
1672, and dedicared to the Right Honourable 
Charles, 
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Charles, T4 Buckhurſt, the preſent Earl of Dor- 
fet. This Play the Author confefles is founded 
on Molhere's L' Avare ; which by the way is 1t 
{elf founded on Plautus his Autularra. was 
the laſt Play that was ated at the King's Houle, 
before the fatal Fire there : Whoever will per- 
uſe this Play, will find more than half writ . 
by our Author, and the French part much 1m- 
proved. 

Pſyche, a Tragedy atted at the Duke's Thea- 
tre; printed 4. Lond. 1675. and dedicated-to 
the late Zames, Duke of Monmouth. This was 
the firſt Play that our Author writ in Rhime ; 
and on that Account he found molt of the 
Crambo-Poets up in Arms againſt it, who look'd 
upon our Author, as an Incroacher on their 
Territories; and Were (as he ſays) very much 
offended with him, for leaumg his own  Farwes 
of Comedy, to invaae ther Dommion of Rhume : 
But as our Author never valu'd himſelf upon 
this Play, ſo his Deſign at that time, was to en- 
tertain the Town with variety of Muſick, cu- 
r1ous Dancing, ſplendid Scenes, and Machanes ; 
and not with fine Poetry, the Apdience being 
not at leifure to mind the Writing, The foun- 
dation of this Play, 1s Apulerus his Aurens A/i- 
mes ; which the Reader may read in Znghſh, 
under the Title of The Golden Afs, tranilated 
by F. Adlimgton, printed 49. Lond.1639. How 
far he has borrow d from the French P/yche, he 
tells you in the Preface, and I leave 1t to thoſe 
which have ſeen 1t (which I have not) to give 
Judgment to whom the preference belongs. 
How much this Opera — every Body that 
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15 acquainted with the Theatre knows q and 


= with reafon, ſince the greateſt Maſters in Vo- 
cal Muſick, Dancing, and Painting, were con- 
cern d 1n 1t. 

Royal Shepherdeſs, a Tragi-comedy atted by 
his Highneſs the Duke of Zort's Servants ; and 
ri 49. Lond. 1669. This Play ( as our 
Poet owns ) was originally Mr. Fountain's of 
Devonſhire ; and without deſcanting on the 
Play, I ſhall reter the Reader to the view of 
Mr. Shadwel!'s Epiltle to the Reader, and the 
Compariſon of both Plays, which are 1n print, 
for his ſatisfaction. 

Squire of Allatia, a Comedy acted by their 
Majeſties Servants; printed 49. Lond. 1688. 
and dedicated to the Earl of Dorſet and Mid- 
alejſex. The Ground of this Play, is from 7e- 
rence his Adelphi; eſpecially the rwo Chara- 
&ters of Mitzo and Demea, which I think are 
improv'd. If he has not taken notice of hav- 
ing borrowed theſe CharaCters, 'tzs becauſe he 
ts not beholding to the French, or Englſh for 
his Model; and that thoſe for whom he chiefly 
writes, are Perſons that are well acquainted 
with Poets of Antiquity, and need not be in- 
formed. "Tis ſufficient for the vulgar Aud1- 
ence, that the Play 1s taking and divertive, 
without troubling their Heads whence 'tis 
borrowed :. and, all People muſt allow that no 
Comedy has found better ſucceſs than this, 
ſince the Reſtauration of the Theatre. 

Sullen Lovers, or T he Impertments ; a Come- 
dy acted by his Highneſs the Duke of 7ork's 
Servants; printed 49. Lond. 1670, and a” 
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ted to the late Duke of Newca/tſe. The An- 
thor owns that he recer1v'd a hint from the Re- 
port of Mo/lzere's Les Facheur, yo which he 
wrote a great part of his Play, before he faw 
it. ThePlay is regular and diverting, and the 
Author himlelf has better defended it than I 
am able to do, nor doth-he at any.time need a 
Second ; and therefore I refer you to his Pre: 
face for SatisfaCtion. | 
Timon of Athens, the Man-hater, his Hiſtory, 
atted at the Duke's Theatre ; made into a Play, 
rinted 4%. Lond. 1678. and dedicated to the 
(vo Duke of Zuckingham. The Play is origi- 
nally Shakeſpear's; but ſo impertealy printed, 
that 'tis not divided into Acts. How much our 
Author has added, or expung'd, I mult leave 
to the Examination of the lets buſie Reader; I 
not having time at preſent to enquire into par- 
ticulars. 
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Trae Widow, a Comedy atted at the Duke's 


Theatre; printed 49. Zond.1679. and dedicated 
to Sir Charles Siadley. This Play I take to be 
az true Comedy; and the Characters and Hu- 
mours to be as well drawn, as any of this Age. 
Virtuoſo, x Comedy atted at the Duke's The- 
itre; printed 49. Lond. 1676.-and dedicated to 
his Grace the Jate Duke of Newcaſtle. I think 
there $ no Body will deny. this Play its due 
Applauſe ; at leaft I know, that the Univerſity 
of Oxford, who may. be allowed Competent 


ſudges of Comedy, C_ of ſuch Chara- 


ters, as Sir Nicholas Grmcrack, and Sir Formal - 


Trifle yen it: and as no Man ever un- 
dertook to diſcover the Fraailties of {uch Pre-- 
Ki 2a tenders 
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452 An Account of the 
tenders to this kind of Knowledge, before Mr. 
Shadwell ; ſo none ſince Mr. Zobnſon's Time, 
ever drew ſo many different Characters of Hu. 
 mours, and with {uch Succeſs. | 
Woman-Captain, a Comedy acted at his Royal 
Highneſles Servants; printed 49, Lond. 167---- 
and dedicated to' Ferry, Lord Ogle, Son to his 
Grace Henry, Duke of Newcaſtle. It this Play 
falls ſhort of the former, at leaſt it wants not 
variety of Charatters, which have gained it 
a Reputation above what is written by pitifu} 
Poets of the Fourth-Rate, our Authors perpe- 
tual Enemies, who are no more to be regard- 
ed, than the buzzing of Flies, and Inſetts in 
hor Weather; which tho' troublefome, are in- 
offenſive, and without Stings: and for his 
greateſt Enemy ; he has 1mitated the Bee, that 
with his Malice, has left his Sting behind him. 
1 hope now, our Author 1s advanced to a Sta- 
tion, wherein he will endeavour to exert his 
Muſe ; and having found Encouragement from 
Majeity it ſe]f,aim.at writing Dramatick Pieces, 
equal to thoſe of Antiquity: which however 
applauded, have been paralelled ( I was about 
to ſay excelled) by the Comedies of the Admi- 
Table Johnſon. | 
I muſt do Mr. Dryden ſo much Juſkice, as to 
acknowledge, that in Z#pzck Poetry, he far ex- 
ceeds not only Mr. Shaatel,, but molt, it not 
all the Poets of our Age: and I could wiſh our 
preſent Lavreat, would not give his predecel- 
ſor ſuch frequent Advantages over him ; but 
rather confine himſelf within his own Sphere 
of Comedy. | _ 
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Dr ematick Poets. 453 
He has ſeveral Poems extant, but becauſe his 
Name 1s not. athx'd to them, I ſhall mention 
but Three; v:z. The tenth Satyr of Juvenal,tranſ- 
lated with Notes, printed 49. Lond. 1687. A 
Congratulatory Poem on his Highneſs the Prince 
of Orange, comng to England: and another 
to the moſt [lluſtrious Q. :Hary, upon her Ar- 
rival ; both printed 49. Lond. 168g. 


Willam SHAKESPEAR. 


One of the moſt Eminent Poets of his Time; 
he was born at Stratford upon Avon in#arwick- 
ſhire; and flouriſhed in th Reigns of Queen 
Elizabeth, and King James the Firit, His Na- _ 
tural Genius to Poetry was ſo excellent, that 
Itke thoſe Diamonds (). which are found in 
Cormwall, Nature had little, or no occaſion for 
the Aſliſtance of Art to poliſh it. The Truth 
15, 'tis agreed on by moſt, that his Learning 


_ was not extraordinary; and I am apt to be- 


lieve, that his Skill in the French and //alrar 
Tongues, exceeded his Knowledge in the Ro- 
9an T.anguage: for we find him not only be- 
holding to Cynthio Giraldi and Bandelho, tor his 
Plots, - likewiſe a Scenein Henry the Fifth, ' 
written in French, between the Princeſs Cathe- 
rine and her Governante : Beſides /talian Pro- 
verbs ſcatter'd up and down 1n his Writings. 
Few ;Perſons that are acquainted with Drama- 
tick Poetry, but are convinced of the Excel- 
lency of his Compoſitions, 1n all Kinds of it : 
and as it would be ſuperfluous in me to endea- 


es 


(1) Dr. Fuller in his Account of Sbukeſpear. 
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454 An Account of the 
vour to particulariſe what moſt deſerves priiſe 
in him, after 1o-many Great Men that have 
given him their ſeveral Teſtimonials of his 
Merit; 1o I ſhould think I were guilty of an 
Injury beyond pardon to his Memory, ſhould 
I to far diſparage it, as to bring his Wit in com- 
petition with any of our Age. "Tis true Mr. 
Dryden (*) has cenſured him very ſeverely, in 
his Poſtſcript to Granada; but in cool Mod 2nd 
when the /nthufraſtick Fit was palt, he has ac- 
Eknowledged him | in his Dramatick Ef/ay ] 
Equal at leaſt, if not Superiour, to Mr. Zohn- 
ſon 1n Poe/rte. I ſhall not here repeat what has 
been belore urged in his behalf, in that Com- 
T mon Detence of the Poets of that Time, againſt 
our Author) Mr. Dryden's Account of ; but 
{hall take the Liberty to ſpeak my Opinion, as 
my predeceſſors have done, of his Works; 
which 1s this, 'Thart I eſteem his Plays beyond 
any that have ever bcen publiſhed 1n our Lan- 
guage : and tho' ] extreamly admre*Zohnfon, , 
and Fleicher ; yet I muſt {t]l aver, that when 
in competition with Shakeſpear, I mult apply 
to them what Juſtus Lipfins writ 1n his Letter 
to Andreas Schottus, concerning 7 erence and 
Plautus, when compar'd; 7erentium ams, ad- 
- m1ror, ſed Plautum magis. 
| He has writ about Forty fix Plays, all which 
£xcept three, are bound in one Volume in Fol. 
printed Zond. 1685, The whole Book 1s de- 
dicated to the Earls of Pembroke and Montge- 
rery : being ulſher'd into the World with le- 
veral Copies of Verſes; but none more valued 
 {m) dce Nr, rgden's Accounts 
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Dramatick Poets. 455 
than thoſe Lines made by Ben Johnſon ; which 
being too long to be here tranſcribed, I ſhall 
leave them to be perus'd by the Reader, with, 
his Works, of which I ſhall give ſome Account 
as follows. 

All's wwell, that ends well; a Comedy. This 
Play 1s founded on a Novel written by Fear 
PBoccactio ; ſee his Nov. Day the 3. Nov. the g. 
concerning Juliet of Aarbona, and Bertrand 
Count of Roſſilion. 

Anthony and Cleopatra, a Tragedy. The 
Ground of this Play is founded on Hiſtory : ſee 
Plutarch's ite of Anthony ; Appian, Dion Caſ- 
ſms, Diodorhs, Florus, oc. 

As you like it, a Comedy. 

Comedy of Errors. This Play 1s founded on 
Plautus his eManechm : and 1t 1t be ' not a 
juit Tranſlation, 'tis at leaſt a Paraphraſe : and 
I think far beyond the Tranſlation, call'd Me- 
nechmus, which was printed 4». Lond. 1595. 

Coriolanus, a Tragedy. This 1s founded on 
Hiſtory : ſee Livy, Driony/ias Hallicarnafſeus ; 
Plutarch's Lite of Cortolanus, gyc. Part of this 
Play appear'd upon the Stage ſeven Years fince, 
under the Title of Ingratitude of a Common- 
Wealth. 

Cromwell, (Thomas 1.9.) the Hiſtory of his 
Life and Death. This Play is likewiſe found- 
ed on Hiſtory : See Fox's Martyrology ; Fuller's 
Church Fiſtory ; Stow, Speed, Flollneg ſhead, F{er- 
bert, Baker, Dr. Burnet, &yc. The Story of 
Cromwell, and Mr. Freſcobal/d the Merchant, 1s 
related 1n Dr. Fakewe/Ps Apology, and FYan- 
tey's Hiſtory of Man, Book 3. Ch.20. © 
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456 An Account of the 

Cymbeline his Tragedy. This Play, tho' the 
Title bearthe Name of a King of Zrute's Li- 
nage ; yet I think ows little to the Chronicles 
of thoſe Times, as far as I can colle&, from 
Grafton, Stow, Milton, fyc. But the Subjett is 
rather built upon a Novel in PBoccace, viz. Day” 
2. Nov. 9. This Play was reviv'd by Darfey 
abour ſeven Years ſince, under the Title of 7 he 
Tnjured Princeſs, or The Fatal Wager. . 

Henry the Fourth, the Firlt part; with the 
Life of Fenry Percy, firnamed Hot-ſpur. This 
Play 1s built upon our Z#xg/;fþ Hiſtory : ſee the 
four former Years of his Reign, in Harding, 
Buchanan, Caxton, Walſingham, Fabian, Poly- 
aore Virgil, Hall, Grafton, as, Hey- 
ward, Truſfjel, Marim, Stow, Speed, Baker, Oc. 
As to the Conucal part, 'tis certainly ouc Au- 
thor's own Invention; and the Character of 
Sir Fohn Faſftaff, is owned by Mr. Dryden, to 
be the beſt of Comical Charatters : and the Au- 
thor himſe]t had {o good an Opinion of it, that 
he continued 1t in no leſs than four Plays. 
This part uſed to be play'd by Mr. Lacy, and 
never fail'd of univerſal applauſe. : 

Henry the Fourth, the Second part; contain- 
ing his Dcath, and the Coronation of King 
Henry the Fifth. For the Hiſtorical part, con- 
ſult the fore-mentioned Authors. 'The Epi- 
logue to this Play is writ in Proſe, and ſhews 
that 'twas writ 1n the Time of Q. &/izabers. 

Henry the Fifth his Life. Thas Play is 
iikewiſe writ and founded on Hiſtory, with a 
Mixture of Comedy. The Play is continued 

irom the beginning of his Reign, to his Mar- 
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riage with*Aarherme of France. For Hiſtori- 
before, Harding, Caxton, Walſong- 
his Play was writ during the time 
that Z#//ex was General in 7re/aud, as you may 
ſee 1n the beginning of the firit At ; where our 
Poet by a pferty Turn, compliments &//ex, and 
ſeems to forerell Victory to Her Majelties 
Forces againſt the Rebels. 

Henry the Sixth, the Firſt part. 

Henry the Sixth, the Second part, with the 
Death of the Good Duke Zumpbrey. 

Henry the Sixth, the Thard part, with the 
Death of the Duke of 7or&. Theſe three Plays 
contain the whole length of this Kings Reign, 
viz. 'Thirty erght Years, {ix Wecks, and four 
Days. Altho' this be contrary to the {tri 
Ruies of Dramatick Poetry ; yet 1t mult be 
ownd, even by Mr. Dryden (") himſelf, That 
this Pifture an Hmiature, has many Features, 
which excell even ſeveral of his more exa& 
Strokes of Symmetry, and Proportion. For 
the Story, conſult the Writers of thoſe Times, 
viz. Caxton, Fabian, Pol. Virgil. Hall, Holling- 
ſheaa, Grafton, Stow, Speed, toc. 

Henry the Eighth, the Famous Hiſtory of his 
Life. This Play frequently appears on the pre- 
ſent Stage; the part of Henry being extreamly 
well acted by Mr. Betterton. ThasPlay 1s found- 
ed on Hiſtory likewiſe. ZHo/ling ſh. Hall, Grafton, 
Stow, Speed, Herbert, Marti, Baker, oc. 


Hamlet, Prince of Denmark, his Tr &- 


I know not whether this Story be true or talfe; 
but T cannot find in the Lift given by Dr. Hey- 
(n) Drammate Etſy, p. 79. 


lint 
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458 An Acconnt of the 
tm, ſuch a King of Denmark, as Claudius, All 
that | can inform the Reader, is the Names of 
thoſe Authors that have written of the Aﬀairs 
of Denmark and Norway ; and muſt leave it to 
their further ſearch: ſuch are Saxo-Gramma- 
ticus, {dacius, Crantzius, Pontanus, fyc. This 
Play was not many Years ago printed in quar- 
to; all being —_—_ according to the Cuſtom 
of the Stage, which was cut out in the Acton. 

Fohn King of England, his Lite and Death. 
For the Plot, fee Aatth. Paris, R. Higden, Wak- 
Jmgham, Weſtminſter, Fabian, Pol. Virgil, Hol- 
lmg fhead, Grafton, Stow, Speed, &yc. 

Fulins Ceſar his Tragedy. This Play 1s 
founded on Hiſtory ; ſee Lrvy, Plutarch, Sue- 
#ouras, fyc. This Play was reviv'd at the 
Theatre-Royal, about fifteen Years ago; and 
printed 49. Lond. 1684. There 1s an Excellent 
Prologue to it, printed in Covent Garden Drol- 
tery, p. 9. | 

Lear King of England, his Tragedy. This 
Play is founded on Hiſtory ; ſee ſuch Authors 


as have written concerntng Pruzes Hiſtory, as 


Leland, Ghceſter, Fluntingdon, Monmouth, oyc. 


| But the Subje& of this Story may be read {uc- 


cinaly.in «Milton's Hiſtory of England, 49. 


. | Book 1. p. 17. &x. This Play about etght 


Years ſince was reviv'd with Alterations, by 
Mr. 7ate. 

Loerme E.ldeſt Son to King Prutus, his Fra- 
gedy. This Tragedy contains his Reign, with 


_ the loſs of Ffrildis and Sabra;; which accord- 


ing to /ſaac/on's Chronology, was twenty Years. 
For the Authors, conſult thoſe aforemention'd, 
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particularly 27:/ton, Book 1. p. 14. Supple- 
ment to 7 heatre of Gods Fudements,Ch.6. Ubat- 
dino Le vite delle Donne 1lluftri, p. 7. £ 

London Proajgal, a Comedy. This 1s One 
of the Sever. Plays which are added to this 
Volume; which tho' printed all of them in 42. 
were never in Folto, till 1685. Two of theſe, 
viz. Cromwell and Locrine, we have alread 
handled; the Remaining four, vz. Old-caſth, 
Pericles, Puritan Widow, and Torkſhire Trageay, 
{hall be treated in their order. | 

Loves Labour bt, a Comedy : the Story of 
which I can give no Account of. 

eMeaſure for Meaſure, a Comedy, founded 
on a Novel in Cyntho Girald; : vis. Deca Otta- 
va, Novella 5: "The like Story is in Goulart's 
Fiiftoires Aamirables de notre temps, 'lome 1. 

page 216. and in Lipfhit Monita 1.2. C.9. p. 125. 
This Play, as I have obſerved, was made uſe 
of with the Comedy «Much ado about nothing, 
by Sir William D' Avenant, in his Law againſt 
Lovers. 

Merchant of Venice, a Tragi-comedy. , 

eMerry Yves of Windlor, a Comedy; which 
Mr. Dryden (*) allows to be exaQtly form'd; 
and 1t was regular before any of Ben.Zohnſon's. 

This is not wholly without the Affiſtance of 

Novels; witneſs Mrs. Ford's conveying out Sir 

John Falſtaff in the Basket of Foul Clothes ; 

and his declaring all the Intrigue to her Hulſ- 

band, under the Name of Mr. Broom ; which 

Story 1s related in the firſt Novel of 7he For- 

tunate Decerved,and Unfortunate Lovers: which 
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460 An Account of the 
Book, tho' written ſince Shakeſpear's Time, I 
am able to prove ſeveral of thoſe Novels are 
tranſlated out of Cynthio Grraldi, others from 
Malleſpini ; and I believe the whole to be a 
Collection from ald Noveliits. 

eMackbeth, a Tragedy ; which was reviv'd 
by the Dukes Company, and re-printed with 
Alterations, and New Songs, 42. Lond. 1674- 
ThePlay is founded on the Hiſtory of Sco7/and. 
The Reader may conſult theſe Writers for the 
_— : vis. FletFor Boetius, Buchanan, Ducheſne, 
#dollingſhead, (ye. 1 he ſame Story 1s ſuccinly 
related in Verſe, in Zeywood's Hierarchy of 
Fingels, B. 1. p. 508. and in Proſe in Heylms 
{mography,Book 1. 1n the Hiſt. of Zrittam, 
where he may read the Story at large./ At the 
AQung of this Tragedy, on the Stage, I ſaw a 
xeal one ated in the Pit; I mean the Death of 
Mr.Scroop,who received his death's woundfrom 
the late Sir Thomas Armſtrong, and died pre- 
featly after he was remov'd to a Houſe oppo- 
fite to the Theatre, in Dorſet-Garden. = 
Midſummer Nights Dream, a Comedy. 
The Conncal part of this Play, 1s printed ſe- 
parately in 49. and uſed to be atted at Fartholo- 
mew Fair,and other Markets in the Country by 
Strolers, under theTitle of Bottom the Hequer. 
«Much ado about nothing, a Comedy. I have 
atready ſpoke of Sir William D' Avenant's 
. making uſe of this Comedy. All that T have 
20 remark 4s, That the contrivance of Boruchto, 
m behalf of John the Baſtard to make Clandy 
Jealous of Here, by the Affiſtance of her Waat- 
ing-Woman Margarer, is borrowed from Ari- 


ofto's 
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ofto's Orlando Furioſo : ſee Book the filth in the 
Story of Lurcanio, and Geneuza : the like Story 
is in Spencer's Fairy Queen, Book 2. Canto 4. 

Oldcaſtle, the good Lord Cobham his #45 ory. 
The Protagonult 1n this Play, 1s Sir Fohn Old. 
caſtle, who was executed 1n the Reign of King 
Henry the Fifth : See his Life at large in Fox 
his Martyrology ; Dr. Fuller, and other Wri- 
ters of Church Hiſtory, as well as Chrono- 
logers. ' 

Othello, the Moor of Venice his Tragedy. 
This 1s reckoned an Admirable Tragedy; and 
was reprinted 49. Lond. 1680. and 1s {tillan En- 
tertainment at the Theatre-Royal. Our Au. - 
thor borrowed the Story from Cynth:o's Novels, 
Dec. 3.Nov.7. The truth 1s, Sakutio Prieolomnt 
in his Letter to the Author, extreamly a 
plauds theſe Novels, as being moſt of them tit 
Subjects for Tragedy; as you may fce by the 
following Lines. *Glr Feccatomith: woſtri, Sig- 
© nor Cynth1o,m7 ſono maravighoſa mente pracinre. 
* Et fra le altre wo & 70 C1 ho vedut? 1 pin bellt argo- 
* mente di Trageate, che /t poſ/ano imagimare, oy 
* quanto a 2 ucd!, fy guanto alle ſolutions, tanto fe- 
* licemente ho viſte legate le arfficultd, che pure 
* ano iMpe//abilt ad efjere flegate. ) Mr. D | 
lays (?), That moſt of Shateſpear's Plots, he 
means the Story of them are to be found in 
this Author. I muſt confeſs, that having with 
great difficulty obtained the Book from Zon- 


; 4, T have found but two of thoſe mentioned 


by him, tho' I have read the Book careſully 


over. | 
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462 An Account of the 
Pericles Prince of Tyre; with the true-Rela- 
tion of the whole Hiſtory, Adventures, and 
Fortunes of the ſaid Prince. This Play was 
publiſh'd in the Author's Life-time, under the 
Title of The much Admired Play of Pericles ; 
by which you may gueſs the ons the Audi- 
tors and Spectators of that Age had for it. I 
know not whence our Author terch'd his Sto- 
ry, not meeting 1n Hiſtory with any ſuch 
Prince of Zyre; nor remembring any of that 
Name, except the Famous Athenian, whoſe 
Life 1s celebrated by Plutarch. 
Puritan, or The Widow of Wattling-ſtreet ;, a 
Comedy ſufhciently diverting. 

. Richard the Second his Life and Death; a 
Tragedy, which 1s extreamly commended even 
by Mr. Dryden,in his Grounds of Criticiſme in 

"Tragedy, : ag before 7rot/us and Creſfiaa : 
and Mr. Tate, who altered this Play in 1681. 
ſays, That there are ſome Maſter-touches in 
this Play, that will vye with the belt Roman 
Poets. For the Plot, conſult the Chronicles 
of Harding, Caxton, Wal/meham, Fabian, Pol. 
Prrgil, —_— FHolling ſhead, Stow, Speed, gyc. 
Richard the Third his T rageay, with the land- 
mg of the Earl of Richmond, and the Battle of 
Boſworth Feld. This Play 1s alto founded'on 
Hiſtory. See Fabian, Caxton, Pol. Virgil, Hol- 
ling ſhead, Grafton, Truſjel, Stow, Seed Baker, 


Romeo and Juliet, a Tragedy. This Play 1s 
accounted amongſt the beſt of our Author's 
Works. Mr. Dryden ſays, That he has read 
the Story of it in the Noyels of Cynihio ; which 
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as yet I cannot find, but ſet it down in my for- 
mer a, 2%. relying upon his Knowledge. 
But I have ſince read it in French,tranſlated by 
M.Pierre Bojſteau, whole Sir-name was Launay, 
who ſays 1t was writ by Bande/o; but not hav- 
ing as yet met with Zandel/o 1n the Original, I 
mult acquieſce in his Word. The French Rea- 
der may peruſe it in the firſt Tome of Les HE 
ſtotres Tragicques, extraiftes des auvres [ta- 
lrennes de Bandello, imprime 89. a Turm 1576. 
Taming of the Shrew, a very diverting Co- 
medy. 'The Story of the Ter, 15 related by 
Pontus Henterns, Rerum Burdicarum, lib. 
and by Goulart, in his Fiſt. Admirables, Tom. 
1. P. 360. . 
Tempeſt, a Comedy, How much this Play 
's now in Eſteem, tho' the Foundation were 
Shakeſpear's, all People know. How it took 
at the Black-fryars, let Mr. Dryden's Preface 
ipeak. For his Opinion of Ca/iban, the Mon- 
lter's Character, let his Preface to 7yoi/us and 
Creſfida explain. ©No Man except Shakeſpear, 
ever drew ſo many Charactars, or generally 
© diſtinguiſh'd them better from one another, 
©except only Johnſon : T will inſtance but in 
© one, to ſhew the copiouſneſs of his Invention; 
©'tis that of Caliban, or the Monſter in the Tem- 
© peſt He ſeems here to have created a Perſon, 
© whach was not in Nature; a boldneſs which 
*at firſt fight would appear intolerable: For 
*he makes him a ſpecies of himſelf begotten 
*by an Zncabus on a Hitch; but this 1s not 
' wholly beyond the bounds of Credibility ; at 
* leaſt, the Yulgar ( T ſuppoſe ) ſtill believe ir. | 
But 


464  4n Account of the | 
But this is not the only CharaQter of this Na- 
ture that Mr. Shakeſpear has written ; for Mer- 
tm, as he introduces him, 1s Cozen-German to 
Cakban by Birth; as thoſe may obterve, who 
will read that Play. As to the Foundation of 
this Comedy, I am 1gnorant whether it be the 
Author's own Contrivance, or a Novel built 
up into a Play. 

Titus Andron;cus his Lamentable Tragedy : 
This Play was firlt printed 49. Zond. 1594. and 
ated by the Earls of Derby, Pembroke, and 

ex, their Servants. "Twas about the time 
of the Poprſh-plot revived and altereq by Mr. 
Ravenſcroft., In his Preface to the Reader, he 
ſays (a), 7 hat he thinks it «a greater theft to rob ' 
the Dead of their Praiſe, than the Living of their 
Money : Whether his PraCtice agree with his 
Proteſtation, I leave to the Compariſon of his 
Works, with thoſe of Mo/here: and whether 
Mr. Shadwell's Opinion of Plagtaries, reach 
not Mr. Ravenſcrofz, T leave to the Reader. 
<I ( fays he (5) ingemioully ) freely confeſs my 
cTheft, and am aſham'd on't; tho' I have 
«the Example of ſomg that never yet wrote a 
«Play, without ſtealing molt of it; and (like 
« Men that Lye fo long, till they believe them- 
< ſelves) at length by continual Thieving, 
creckon their ſtollen Goods their own too : 
«which 1s ſo Ignoble a thing, that I cannot 
c but believe that he that makes a common 
<praQtice of ſtealing other Men's Wit, would, 
c1f he could with the ſame Safety, ſteal any 
«thing elſe. Mr. Ravenſcroft, in the EpiſHe 
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*to 77tus, ſays, That the Play was not origi- 
© nally Shakeſpear's, but brought by a private 
© Author tobe ated#and he only gave ſome 
© Maſter-touches to one or two of the princi 
«Parts or Characters : afterwards he boaſts his 
©own pains; and ſays, That if the Reader 
«compare the Old Play with his Copy, hewall 
© find that none in all that Author's Works 
tever receiy'd greater Alterations, or Addi- 
©tions ; the Language not only refined, but 
©many Scenes entirely new : Beſides - moſt 
©of the principal Charaters heightened, and 
©the Plot mych encreaſed. I not engage 
1n this Controverly ; but leave it to his Rivals 
in the Wrack of that Great Man, Mr. Dryden, 
Shadwell, Crown, Tate, and Durfey. But to 
make Mr. Ravenſcroft ſome Reparation, I will 
here furniſh him with part of his Frakgu 
which he has loſt; and it he deſire it, end 
him the whole. 4 


To day the Poet does not fear your Rage, 
Shakeſpear by hime reviv'd now treads the Stage: 
Under hrs ſacred Lawrels he ſits down 
Safe, from the blaſt of aty Criticks Frown, 
Like other Poets, he'll not proudly ſcorn 
To —_—_ he but winnow 4Shakeſpear'sCorm, 
__w- e was from robbing him of 's Treaſure, 
That he did add his own, to wake full Meaſure. 
* Timon of Athens 4zs Zife. This Play was 
thought fir'to be penn on the Stage, . with 
ſome Alterations by Mr. Shadwell, in the Year. 
1678. I ſhall ſay more of it 1n the Accouns 
of his Works. The Foundation of the Story 
Gg may 
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may be read in Phutarch's Life of I Anthony; 
ſee beſides Zucian's Dialognes, Oc. 
| Trotlus and Creſfidag a Tragedy. Of this 
Play I have already given an Account : ſee the 
Naine, 1n the Remarks on Mr. Dryden,who al- 
tered.this Play, in the Year 1679. | 
Twelfth-Night, or What you will ; a Comedy. 
I know not in this Play was taken ; but 
the Reſemblance of Sebaſtian to his Siſter /io/a, 


"> 


and her change of Habit, occaſioning fo many © 


miſtakes, was doubtleſs firſt borrowed. ( not 
only by Shateſpear , but all our ſucceeding 
Poets) from Plautus , who has made uſe of 1t 
in ſeveral Plays, as Amphitruo, Menechmi, (yc. 
Two. Gentlemen of Yexona, a Comedy. 
Winter's Tale, a Tragi-comedy., The Plot 
of this Play may be read 1n a little Stitcht-pam- 
phlet, which 1s call'd, as I remember, The 
Deletable Hiſtory of Doraltus and Fawnia; 
printed 49. Lond, -----—— - Hg 
Yorkſhire Trageay, not ſo new, as lamentable 
and trne. This may rather deſferve'the Old 
Title of an Interlude, than a Tragedy; it be- 
ing not divided into Atts; and being far too 
ſhort for a Play. | © 2h 
Theſe are all that are in Folio; there reſt 


yet three Plays to be taken notice of, which are | 


printed in quarto, V2. 

Birth of Merlin, or The Child has hoft his Fa- 
ther ; a T ragi-comedy ſeveral times ated with 
great applaule, and PrUnfey quarto Lond. 1662. 
This Play was writ by our Author and;Mr. #-. 
Rowl/y ; of which we haye already ſpoken, For 
the Plot, conſult the Authors of thoſe 0Es: 
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ſuch as £:hbehwerd, Bede, G. Monthouth, Fahian, 
Pol. Virgil, &yc. Stow, Speed, fy. Ubalding, Le 
Vite delle Donne 1liuſtri, p. 18. _ © | + 

John Xing of England his troubleſome Reign; 
the Firſt and Second Part, with the Diſcovery - 
of King Richard Cenr de lyou's Bale Son, vral- 
garly named the' Baſtard Fawconbriage). © Alſo- 
the Death of King John at'\Swinftead Abbey. 
As they were ſundry tames acted by the Queens 
Majelties Players, printed quarto Zond. 1611. 
Theſe Piays are not divided into Ads, neither 
are the ſame with that in Folio. I am apt to 
conjecture that theſe were firſt writ by our 
Author, and afterwards reviſed and reduced 
into one Play by him: that in the Folio, being 


far the better. For'the Plot, I refer you to the 


Authors aforementioned, 1n that Play which 

bears the ſame Title. "BD 
Beſides theſe Plays, I know Mr. Airkman ' 
aſcribes another Paſtoral to him ; viz. The Ar- 
raignment of Paris : burthaving never ſeen it, 
I dare not determine whether it. belongs: to 
him or no.. Certain I am, that our Author has 
writ two ſmall Poems, viz. Yenus and Adonas, 
printed 89. Lond. 1602. and 7he, Rape of Lu- 
crece, printed 80. Loxnd.1655, publiſh'd by Mr. 
Qzarles, with a little Poem annext of his own - 
produCtion, which bear the Title af Tarquin 
baniſhed,or The Reward of Luſt. Sr. John Suck/in 
had ſo great a Value for our. Author, thar (as 
Mr. Dryden obſerves in his Dramatack Z{/ay) 
he prefered him-to Zebnfon ; and what WR 
he had for this ſmall Picke of Zucrece, may ap- 
pear from his Supplement whick he writ, and 
Gg 2 which 
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which he has "publiſher in his Poems : which 
becauſe 1t will give you a taſte of both their 
Muſes, I ſhall tranſcribe. 


[. 


One of her Hands, one of her Cheeks lay under, 
Cozening the Pillow 0 a lawfull Kid, 
Which therefore ſwell d, & ſeem'd top art af un- 
As angry to be robb'd of ſuch a Blil: F< "2 
T he One lookt pale,and for R e did 
Whilt t pr. bluſht, "cauſe it had done = 
Wrong. 


IT. 


Out of the Bed, the other farr Hand was 

On agreen Sattin Quilt, whoſe per fef# white, 
Looks like a _ 4 fieldof < afs, 

() And ſhe'd ike unmelt ſnow unto the /ight - 


T here lay t his pretty perdue ; ſafe to keep 
The 4: Bog Ft bo fk aq 


Hl. 


Her Sepjend therefore it was Night)chſe laid, 
Strove to impriſon Beauty till the Morn : 
But yet the Doors, were of| uch fine fluff made, 
T hat it broke through & ſhew'd it [elf mſcorn; 
T hrowing a kind of light about the place, 
Which turn'd to. ſmiles, flill as't came near 
her Face. 


Thave now no more to do, but to cloſe up 
all, with an Account of his Death ; which was 
on the 22% of April, Anno Dom. 1616. He 


——C 


( wi Thus far Mc. Shakeſpear. 


Iyeth 
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lycth Buricd in the Great Church in Stratford 
upon Avon, with his Wife and Daughter Sw- 
ſanna, the Wite of Mr. John Hall. In the 
North Wall of the Chancel, is a Monument 
fixed which repreſents his true FT n- lean- 
ing upon a Cuſhion, with the following In- 
ſcription. 


Ingenio Pylum,gento Socratem,arte Maronem, 
erra tegit, Populus maret, Olympus habct. 
Stay, Paſſenger, why daft thou go ſo faſt? - - 
Read, if thou canſd, whom enmous Death has 
t 
W:thm this Monument Shakeſpear,with whom 
ty J_ died, whoſe Name doth deck the 


Far more than coft, /ince all that he hath writ. 
Leaves lruing Art, but Page, to ſerve his Wit. 
Obit An. Dom. 1616. ' 
Ax. 53. dic 23. Apr. 


Near the Wall where this Monument is 
Ere&ed, lyeth a plain Free-ſtone, underneath 
which, his Body'1s Buried, with this Epitaph. - 

Good Friend, for Peſus ſake, forkear 

Tadig the Duſt encloſed here. 


Bleft be thi Man that ſpares theſe Stones, W 
And curs'd be he that moves my Bones. 


_ Lewis SHARPE. 
An Author of a Play, in the Reign of King 


| Charks the Martyr, {tiled 
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470 An' Atcount of the 
. Noble Stranger,atted at the private Houſe in 
Salishury Court, by her Majeſties Servants ; 
int, 49. Lond. 164.0. and dedicated to' Sir 
Eammund Williams. "Tis commended by a Copy 
of Verſes, writ by Rich. Worlfall ; of which 
theſe are part : Ld 
Tet do not fear the danger | 
Of Crazich Readers, /mce thy Noble Stranger, 
' With pleaſing ſtraines has ſinooth'd rugged Fate 
Of oft-cramm'd T heatres,and prov'd Fortunate: 
' Smale at their frowns, for 7 dare boldly ſay, 
Wihe ere diſlikes it, cannot mend thy Play. 
If this Play be look'd upon with mild Eyes, it 
will weigh againſt ſome Phys writ in our 
Time. There 1s ſomewhat 1n the Characters of 
Pupillus and Mercatio,which might take iqthis 
Age: and I believe old Lacy had read.this Play, 
before he writ the CharaQter of ſeveral Poets 
of his F oetical Spuire Buffon In the fourth 
AQ, he has given the Characters of ſeveral 
Poets ; parneelarly of Ben. Zobyſon, under the 
Title at a Configent. Poetical W7t.;, as may. be 
gueſſed from t e Epriogue, to Cyn/hua's Revels; 
This fiom our Author, 7 was bid to ſay, 
Þy Jove 't:s goodl3-and if you'll itt you may. 
BuyT leave this to. the Judgment:of the'Cu- 
rjons Reader; and haſten to the next Poet, 


4 
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PFheire, a Comedy often aye in the Plack- 
fryers, by the Children of the Revels; and 
printed 49. Lond, 161y: 'T take the CharaQer 
of Antifront the Duke of Florence,” to be'a pat- 
rern-taken from-Hercules Duke of Ferrars : 
and Aarſfton's Fawne,to be the Father of Sharp- 
ham's tire; but this I leave to the Judgment 
of others, to decide as they pleafc. | 


'S. SHEPHFARD. 


One who lived in the time of the Ta late VUn- 
happy Civil Wars; and whoſe Loyalty ws 
_ to haye\been' far betteF, than his: OR | 
writ'in 'the time bf the Prohibition, of the 
Stage, two Pam vr prom which he tiles Come- 
dies; but indeed are no longer. than ons fingle 
Act of lay, that Vhidve ſeen. ' His-Commedies 
are {tile 

Cominittce-mnun curtied;. a Conieds ol in vo 
parts, repreſented to'the View of all Yet. 
piece difeovering the Corruption nk 
tee-tmth, #hd Exciſe-men; the unjuſts kl 
of the Royal perry ; th&-deviliſh Hypoctify of 
ſome Jena: the Reyolt ſn Gain of, 
Monſters.” Not without oo -£ Mirch rd 
Variety i and printed "This 
Tirle-page' fed rt Op Ek FA »- but 
I ſoon” ound Hotace's Nrvattga BY "F 


Partaient Montes, naſcetur ridicalus Afar. 


The Authsr indeed hs ſhew'd his Readi Bs 
if not Mis Fan for there 15 'ſeatce'a.p 
of Sir Poby Sucking _ he has'fi6t plu ted, 
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His Ag/aura, Goblins, Brenoralt, all have pay'd 
tribute to our Exci/ſe-Poet : neither his Verles, 
nox Proſe have eſcaped him. This with what 
he has borrow'd from Sir Robert Stapleton's 
Tranſlation of Juvenal Sat. 1. and 3. make up 
the greateſt part of the two Comedies. Bur 
however I am fo far obligd by my Charity, | 
and Reſpe&t, and good Intention, of aflerting 
Loyalty, to ſet down his own Apology, in the 
Prologue to the Second, part. an” 


The Author Prays yuh; or to think the Sthre 
Of Wit ts waſted by thoſe went before - 
And that the Faineſs of the Sorl berg ſpent, 
' Men's Brains grown barren, you'd not raiſe the 
Rent. | 


Edward SyerBuRN, E/g; 


A Gentleman (as I ſuppoſe) ſtill 1iving, and 
Famous for his A dla 00nd A .oF ol Mani- 
tus his. Sphere, or Five Rooks of Afronomy, 
in Fol. Lond. 1675. Beſides that famays Work, 
he has tranſlated two of Seneca's Tragedies; 
ws LP ET 
Medep,. a Tragedy, with Annotations ; 
Printed oftavo Long. 1648, to which is added 
Seneca's Anſwer to Lacthins his Query, Why 
Good Men foffer misfortunes. On this Play, fee ] 
Mr. Stanley's Vindication of the Author, 1n his 


*% 


Poems oQtavo, P. T5." p 

7 reades. or The Royal Captrves ;_ a Tragedy, 

with Annotations ; printed 49 Zond.1679g. 

Theſe Tragedies I look upon as ho bot 
6 7 ; cI+ 


1 ot 


and render him 
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Verſions we have extant, of any of Semera's; 
and ſhew the Tranſlator a Gentleman of Learn- 
ing, and Judgment. What he writ beſides, I 
know not; tho' there was the 16** /d:i/izm of 
Theocritus, printed in Tate's MiſteHanies, and 
aſcribed to Sir Ew. Sherburn ; whethes the 
ſamePerſon, I know not. 


Thomas SHIPMAN, E/q; 


A Gentleman not many Years ſince deceas'd, 
who ( as a Friend of his fays (*),) was a Man 
every way accompliſh'd : To the advantage of 
his Birth, his acioa had added whatſo- 
. ever was neceſlary to fit him for Converſation, 

( as he was ) deſirable by the 
beſt Wits of the Age. He was the Author of 
ge dof France, ftlabb'd | 

enry he Tpird of France, a by a Fryar; 
with the Fal 4 the Guiſes; a Tr + rig ro 
roick Verſe, atted at the Theatre-Royal, print-, 
ed 49. Lond. 1678. and dedicated to the Right 
Honourable Henry, Lord Marqueſs of Dor- 
—_ For the Plot, fee Davila, M.Grrard D. 
ol Zſpernon's Life, &c.. £7 | 

Belides this Play, he has a Book call'd Caro- 
lina, or Loyal Poems, printed oftayo Lond. 1683. 
which, ſufticicatly eyince the Ingenuity and. 
Parts of the Author, bs 

Henry SHIRLEY. ' _ 
A Gentleman who flouriſhe. i the time' of. 


King Charks the Martyr : of whom I can give 
(r) Mr. Flatman's Epiſtle ro his Poems. Ea 4 


no 


_. 
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no further Account; thanthat he was the Au- 
thor of One Play; call'd g tt 
+ eMartyred Souldier, a Tragedy ſundry times 
acted with great Applauſe, art the private 
. Houſe in Drayy-lane, and at other publick The- 
_ by Her Majeſties Servants; printed 49. 
. 1638. and dedicated to the Famows: Sir 
Kenelm Digby : by the Publiſher F. &. who 
gave 1t to the Preſs; after the Anthor's De- 
ceaſe; and in his Epiſtle to the Reader, ſpeaks 
thus of both, *For the Man, his Me was 
* much courted, but no common Miſtreſs { and 
<tho' but ſeldom abroad, yer. ever much adm:- 
tredat. This Work nat tHe meanelt of his 
©Labours, has much adorned not only One, 
 <but many Stages,with ſuch general Applaule ; 
*as it has drawn even the Rigid Stoicks of the 
"Time ; who tho' not for pleaſure, yer. for pro- 


i ty have gathered ſomething obt of, his plen- 
*tt u 


I Vineyard. This lay 1s founded on Hi- 


ſtory, during the time of the Eighth Perſecu- 
tion; ſee YiFor Epiſe. Uticenſis de Vandal 4 
Perfecutione, Iſodorug Hiſpalenſis, Baronius 
James SHIRLEY. * 
'A Gentleman, of the ſame Mlaiie Hit Nee 
with the former; and was (.if not Poet Lau- 
reat,yet) Servant to her Mae y. owe. heh. 
Incomparable parts, that he was the Chief of 
the Second-raye, Þ ts $,ang ; . ſome has been 
thought even equal to Fercher himſelf. He 
had- a great Veneration' for his Predeceſiors, 
as may be feen by his'Prologue to the'Sjters ; 
and particularly for Ms. Fobn/on, —— an 
| | pl- 
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Epiſte to the Farl- of Rutland, he ſtiles; Our 
acknowlede'd Maſter,the Learned Johnſon: and 
in all his Writings ſhews a Modelty unuſual, 
{eldom found wi our Age ; and in this, I car-. 
not refrain 'from-comparing his Carriage, to 
the Czvil and Obliging Gentleman of Rome 5 
I mean Ovid, who ſpeaking of Y7rgrl, in the 
firſt of his two Epigrams' ( if at leaft they are 
he which #7e/n/a#s queſtions) ſays thus: - -- 
uantum Virgilins magno conceſſit Homero < 
antum ego Virgilio Naſo Pogta meo. . 
Nec me prelatum cupio 11bi ferte poetam ** 
Tngenio /i te Jubſequer, bec ſatis eff. 


'F need not take pains to ſhew- his Intimacygnot 


only with the Poets of his'Time'; but even the 
Value and Admiration that Perſons of the firit 
Rank had for:him; ſince the Verſes before ſe- 
veral of his Works; and: his. EpaſNes , Dedica«. 
tory ſufficiently ſhew 1t. |. He has wit feveral 
Dramatick Pieces, tothe Number of 37. whack. 
are in print : beſides others which are 1n Mas 
nuſcript. -. Of thefe L have ſeem-four lince my 
Remembrance, two of which were ated avihe. 
King's Houſ&;},.and- the :other two pteſented 
at the Dake's Theatre, in Lattle: Z:ncolus: Zoe 
Fields : viz: Court Secret, Chantes, Grateful Ser-" 
vant,” Schodl of Compliments : with what. fuc« 
ceſs, T leave 1t:th the Players now 1n being. 
Permit me to bring /ybu-the 7.cfimoninm' of an 
Old: Writer. 6n-:rhe 7 re Ports, in behalf of - 
our Author, ' who delivers:this -Diſtichy xn hus* 
praifoppmot 0342 1 be OE oy noe | gag? 
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LJ #b # 


"TW Tome Dom, Þ, 6. 1 


2 Shirley 


3 A a 
: > 
MES AC... 


475 _ An Account of the 


Shirley (:he Morning Child) the Muſes bred, 
And [ent him heres eonch Bays upon his Head. 


But I ſhall ceaſe any further Enlargement on 
his Commendation, and leave you to the per- 
ufal of his Works, which will ſhew him in his 
Native Excellence, far better than I am able 
to deſcribe him, or them : however, take the 
following Account, for want of a better ; and 
_ of thoſe in Quarto, which are Twenty 
ine. 

Aycadia, 2 Paſtoral ated by Her Majeſties 
pg” woe: at the Phenix in Drury-lane, printed 
- Lond. 1640. This Play 1s founded on the 

acomparable Romance written by Sir Phitrp 
Sraney, and call'd The Arcadia. | 

Batt, a Comedy preſcnted by Her Majeſlies 
Servants, zn the private Houſe in Drury-lanc, 
printed 49. Loud. 1539. In this Play our Au- 
thor was afliſted by Geo. Chapman, as likewiſe 


another ( which in its Order ) I forgot in his. 


Account to take notice of. 

' Bird m a Cage, a Comedy preſented at the 
Phanis, 1n Drury-lane, and printed 40. Lone. 
2#6---. This Play is an Excellent Old Comedy, 
and 1s dedicated by an Ironical Epiſtle, to the 
Famous Mr. #Hliam Prinne, that Great Anta- 
geniſt ro Plays. Amongſt other Sentences, 
give me leave to tranſcribe One, which may 
grve. the Reader a taſte of the whole. *Pro- 
* ceed ( /nmuitable Merenas,) and having ſuch 


*conventent Leiſure, and an indefatigable Pe-. 


©-a/ics, I mean your Proſe (which ſcorneth the 
* Road of Common Sence, and deſpiſeth any 
| c 


OY OY ENT FO Rn 


mg 3 


M yu_ pleaſe, in your next 
c 
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Stile in en Way) non in the purine - 
New Diſcoveries; which you ma iſh, if * 
Book off Dis e//tons. 
f you do not happen preſently to convert the 
© Organs, you may 1n time confute the Szeeple ; 
©and bring every Pariſh to one Feſt, —— 
Changes, or Love in a Maze ; a Comedy pre- 
ſented at the private Houle in Sa/isbury Court, 
by the Company of His —_— Revels; 
printed 45. Lond, 1632. This Play 1s dedica- 
red to the Honourable the Lady Dorothy Shir- 
4 by a Copy of Verſes. The paſlage in the 
rlt At , where Goldſworth examining. his 
Daughters Chryſo/ima and Aurelia, find them 


| both in Love with Gerard, is better manag'd 


in the « Maiden:Qgeen : tho' this Play has been 
received with Succeſs (as I faid) in our Time; 
and as I remember, the deceas'd Mr. Lacy a&ed 
Jonny T hump, Sit Gervaſe Simple's Man, with 
general Applauſe. | 

Chabot ( Philip) Admiral of France his Trage- 
ay ; preſented by Her Majeſties Servants, at 
the private Houſe in Druy-lane; printed 4p. 
Lond. 1639. This is the Second Play in which 
Mr.Chapman joyn'd with our Author. For the 
Plot, ſee the French Chronologers, and Hiſto- 
rians in the Reign of Francis the Firſt; ſuch 
as Paulus Fours, Arnoldus his Continuation of 
Paulus /Emilins, Mart. Longeus, De ſerres, 
Mezeray, vc. 

Conflant Maid, or Love will find out the way; 
a Comedy acted at the New Play-houſe, called 
The Nurſery, in Hatton-Garden ; printed 4s. 
Lond.i567. Hardwekt Courting Mrs. My 

r 
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the Widow, by the Advice of his Friend P/ay- 
* farr, 18 the Subje& of ſeveral Plays Old and 
New.;.as F might inſtance, were it material 7 
tho' I mention '1t here, becauſe it occaſions 
moſt of the buſineſs in the Play. . 
Contention for Honour and Riches ; printed 
40. Lond. 1633. I know not what to call this, 
whether Interlude, or Entertainment; but L 
think I may call it A Uſeful Moral; and which 
being enlarged under the Title of ZZonoria and 
Mammon, I ſhall ſpeak more of anon. "Tis de- 
dicated to Zaward Goldmeg, of Cofſton 1n Not- 


tinghamfhire, Eq; 


the Folio Edition of Fercher's Works, was 
writ by Shtrley; as the Reader may lee by the 
Catalogue of his Six Plays, oftavo Lond. 1653. 
Cupid aud Death, a private Entertainment, 
repreſented with Scenes and Muſick, Vocal 
and Inſtrumental; printed 4,0. Lond 1659. I 
cannot call to Mind at preſent, whence the 
Paet took originally his Hiſtory, which 1s the 
Changing of: Arrows between them, which 
produce diſmal Effe&ts : but the Zx2/;ſh Reader 
- may read the fame Story 1n Qgi/by's A&/op's 
Fables, Vol. x. Fab.39.  —* 
. 1 Dukes Myftireſs, a Tragr-comedy preſented 
by. Her Majeſty's Servants, at the Private- 
houſe 'in Dywry-lanc ;\ and printed 4* Lond, 
A 1638. a 
Example, a Pxagi-comedy, preſented by Her 
Majeſty's Servants, at the Private-houſe' in 
Drury-lane; and-printed 49. Lond. 163%: : 
»Cameſter,, a Comedy preſented by Her n_ 
jelty's 


Coronation, a Comedy, which tho' printed in 


Lon 2 
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jelty's Servants,at the Private-houle in Drarp- 
lane ;. and printed 49. Lond.1637, The Intrigye 
between #/;/aing and his Kinſwoman, - 4 
Wife and Hazard,.'is borrow'd. from Ducento 
Novelle del Signor Celio Maleſpini ſecunda parte, 
Nov., 96. The. fame Story. in Q. Margazet's 
Novels Day firſt, Nov. 8. tho' manag'd ts 
greater Advantage by our Poet; and I muſt do 
Mr. Shirley this och to {ay 1n his behalf, 
That whatever he borrowes: from Noyels, 

&s nothing in his Hands, any more than in 
in Mr.Dryden(*); the' our modeſt Author would 
never have ſaid {o much, were he living, _. 

Gentleman of Venice, a Tragi-comedy, pre- 


ſented at the Priyate-houſe, in Sa/rMary Court, 


by Her Majeſty's Servants; and printed quartg 
ud, 1655. This Play is dedicated to the Ho- 
noarable Sir 7 homas V6 oa ronet; and 
the Intrigue between Florelh, Cormari,and Clan. 
diana, i Corrowel (as I ſuppoſe) from a Novel 
out of Gayton's Feſtruous Notes on Don Quixote: 
ſee Book 4. Chap. 6, 7, 8. | 
Grateful Servant, a Comedy preſented with - 
ood Applauſe, in the Private,houſe in Drary- 
ane, by Her Majeſty's Servants. 'This Play 1s 
dedicated to the Right Honourable Francis, 
Farl of Rutland; and printed 49. Lond.-.---. 
Lodowih's Conttivance to have Pero, tempt 
his Wife 4riz/la, that he might; be Divorc'd, 
15 the ſame with Contarim's: Humour and Con- 
trivance Gzotfe, wn the F{umorous Courtier." 
Hide Park, a Comedy preſented by Her Ma- 
jeſty's Servants, at the Private-houſt in'Dray. 
(4) Pref. Mice aliioge, oo TT 


lane; 
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lane; and printed 49. Lond. 1637. This Play 
is dedicated to the Right Honourable Ferry, 
Earl of Holland. This was the firſt Earl of 
that Name, created in 23. Zac. pr. 3. and was 
Beheaded with Duke ZZam/on, and the Lord 
Capel, March the ninth, dying a Martyr to re- 
trive his former forfeited Loyalty to his Prince. 
To this Earl, I preſume, F148 Park once might 
belong, fince the Title was occalion'd by his 
Command to the Author. 


Humorous Courtier, a Comedy preſented 
_ with good Applauſe, ar the Private-houſe in 
Drury-lane ; and printed 4. Lond. 1640. 

Lady of Pleaſure, a Comedy ated by Her 
Majel 'J | nm at the in bou in 
Drury-lane ; and printed 49. Zond.1637. This 
Play 18 dedicated to the Right Honourable Az. 
chard, Lord Lovelace of Hurley. The Plot of 
Alex. Kickſhaw his Enjoying of Aretima, and 
thinking her the Devil, reſembles Lodowzck, 
in Grateful Servant. 

Love Tricks, or The School of Compliments ; 
ated by His Royal Highneſs the Duke of Zork's 
Servants, at the Theatre in Little Zincohns-/nn 
Fields ; and printed 4+. Lond. 1667. 

Love's Cruelty, a Tragedy praſepeot by Her 
Majeſty's Servants, at the Private-houſe in 

lane ; printed 4*. Lond. 1640: and .dedi- 
cated to Cornet George Porter, and Mr. Charles 
Porter.. The Concealment of Fyppolzto, and 
Chariana's Adultery from her Servant by her 
Husband BeHlamente's Contrivance,is borrow'd 


from Queen Margaret's Novels, Day 4. Nov. & 
h 1] ne 
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The like Story is related _in Cynthio's Hecca- 
tomithi, Dec. ter za, Novella ſeſla. | 
eMazrd's Revenge, a Tragedy acted with gaod 
Applauſe, at; the Private-houſe in ns 
by Her Majelty's Servants; printed 49. Sod 
1639. and dedicated to Henry Osborn, Eſquire. 
The Play as founded on a Hiſtory, in Mr; Rey- 
nolds his God's Revenge againſt Murther ; a 
Book 2. Hult. 7. | 

Opportunity, a Comedy preſented by her Ma- 
jelty's Servants, at the Private-houle 1n, Drary- 
lane ; printed Lond. -- and dedicated to 
Captain Richard Owen, The Reſcmblance of 
Aurel to,Borgia, is lounded on the ſame, with 
et Meaſure for meaſure, and other Engliſh Plays; 
all which, az 1 have obſerv'd, took thieir Ort- 
ginal from Plautus. 

Palitician; a Tragedy preſented at Sahrsbury 
Court, by Her Majelty's Servants ; and printed 
49. Lond. 1655. This Play is dedicated to 
Walter Moyle, Eſquire. A Story reſembling 
this, I have read in the firſt Book of the Coun- 
teſs of «Montgomery's Urania, concerning the 
King of Romania, the Prince Antiffius, and his 
Mother-1n-Law. 

Royal Maſter; a Tragi-comedy aGted 1n the 
New Theatre in Dub/iz ; and before the Right 
Honourablethe Lord Deputy of 7rel/and, in the 
Caſtle; and printed 49. Lond.1638. This Play 
1s dedicated to the Right Honourable George, 
Earl of Azldare ; and 1s accompanied with Ten 
Copel of Verſes, in its Commendation. | 

raytor, a Tragedy ated by Her Majeſty's 
Servants; printed 42. CO? 5. and dedicated 
1 ro 
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to the Right Honourable #://ram, Earl of 
Newcaſtle ; afterwards Marqueſs, and Duke. 
This Play 1s recommended by a Copy of Verſes, 
writ by Mr. H'ilham Atkins, a Gentleman of 
the Worthy Society of Grays-7nn. 

Triumph of Peace, a Maſque preſented by 
the Four Honourable Houſes, or /mns of Cour;, |} 
before the King and Queen's Majeſties, in the 
Banquetting-houſe at Whitehal, Feb. the third 
1633. The Scene and Ornament was the Con- 
trivance of Mr. /njgo Jones: the Mufick was 
Compoſed by Mr. #///iam Laws, and Mr. Simon 
Zves. The Maſque 1s dedicated to the Four 
Equal Honourable Socicties of the /nns of 
Court ; Mr. Shirley being at that time of Grays- 
{nn. The Maſquers went in a Solemn Caval- 
cade, from Ely Houſe to Whitehall; and the Au- 
thor himſelf ſays, That this Maſque, for the 
Variety of the Shews, and the Richneſs of the 
Habits, was the moſt Magnificent that hath 
been brought to Court in his Time. *Tis 

rinted 49. Lond. 1633: TI have alittle Piece 

y me, call'd The /nns of Court Anagrammatiſt, 
or The Maſquers maſqued in Anagrammes ; 
written by Mr. Francis Lenton, One of Her 
Majeſty's Poets; and printed 49. Lond. 1634. 
This Piece not only names the Maſquers, and 
of what Houſe they were ; but commends each 
in an Epigram. 

Saint Patrick for Ireland, the Fir/? part ; 

rinted 49. Lond. 1640. Tho' our Tutle-page 
calls it the Firſt yk know not whether there 
was ever a Second part printed ; tho' the Pro- 
logue ſeems to promiſe one, inthe following 
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Same Patrick, whoſe large Story cannot be 
Bound m the limits of One Play, if Te 

Firſt welcome this, you'T grace our Poets Art, 
And give him courage for a Second Part. * 


For the Story, ſee Bede's Life of St. Patrick ; 
Sigebert, Baronins, Balans, Seven Champions of 
Chriflendm : His Life in Znglifſh in Twelyes, 
Lond. 16------ 

Wedding, a Trafji-comedy a&ted by Her Ma- 
jelty's Servants, at the Phenix in Drury-lanc ; 
printed 49. Lond. 1690. and dedicated to H7l- 
liam Gowre, Eſquire. This 1s an Excellent 
| Comedy, conſidering the Time in which 'twas 
writ. 

Witty Fair One, a Comedy preſented at the 
Private-houſe in Drury-/ane ;, and printed 49. 
Lond.1633. This Play 1s dedicated to Sir Zd- 
mund Buſhel. | 

Young Admiral, a Tragi-comedy preſented 
by Her Majeſty's Servanrs, at the Private-houſe - 
in Drury-lane ; printed 4.9. Lond.1637. and de- 
dicated to.the me Honourable George, Lord 
Barkley, of Barkley-Caftle. 

Theſe are all the Plays that our Author has 
in print 1n Quarto; we are now togivean Ac- 
count of Nine Dramatick pieces printed in 
Ocavo. We ſhall begin with Six Plays, whach 
are prinred together ; vZ. 

Sreckrs a Comedy acted at the Private- 
houſe in PBlack-fryars ; printed 89. Lond. 1652. 
and dedicated to his Noble Friend 7 homas 
Stanley, Eſq; | 

Cardinal, a Tragedy aQted at the Private- /, 

Hh 2 houſe 
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houſe in Black;fiyars; printed 8%. Lond. 16y 2. 
and dedicated to his-Friend GC. FB. Eſq; * 

Court Secret, a Tragi-comedy, prepared for 
the Scene at PYlart-fryars, but not acted til] 
after 1t appeared in print ; 1t = printed 
8o. Lond. 1653. and dedicated to #7/ham, Earl 
of Strafford, Son and Heir to that Great Soul 
of Honour, Thomas Lord Lieutenant of /re- 
land, and the Proto-martyr for Religion and 
. Loyalty, in the Year 1641? 

Doubtful Feir, a Tragi-comedy, ated at 
the Private-houſe in Z/act-fryars ; printed 89. 
Lond. i652. and dedicated to the Worthily Ho- 
noured Friend, Sir Edmund Bowyer. | he 
Queen's Courting Roſania, under the Diſguiſe 
of -a Page, and the King's Surprizing them, has 
Reſemblance to a Story in the Zngliſh Adven- 
tures, 89.part 3. between King Hem y, /zabella, 
and Horato. | 
* Zmpeſture, a Tragi-comedy acted at the Pri- 
vate-houlſe in Z/ack-fryers,and printed 89. Lond. 
1652. 'Tis dedicated to Sir Robert Bolles, Ba- 
rFonet. | 

Siſters, a Comedy acted at the Private-houſe 
in Black-fryars, and printed Bo, Lond. 1652 
"Tis dedicated to H7//ram Paulet,. F.iq; 

Having given an Account of theſe Six Plays, 
I am now to {peak of Two others,” which are 
printed together in 89. Lond.16-— v2, 

Honoria and Mammon, a Comedy, which 15 
built upon that Entertainment before men- 
tioned, called Contention for Flonorr and Riches. 
] ſhall refer my Reader to the Author's Epilte, 
for further Satisfaftion of the Reaſon of h1s 
Undertakings. Con- 


— 


| 
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Contention of Ajax and Ulyfles, for the Ar- 
mour of Achilles: This Interlude was nobly 
repreſented (fays the Author) by Young Gen- 
tlemen of Quality, at a private Entertamment 
of ſome Pertons of Honour. "The Deſign 1s 
taken from Ovid's Metamorphoſis, Book the 13, 
See the beginning. 

There reſts only his Poems to be ſpoken of, 
printed oftavo Lond. 1646. to which is adde 
a Maſque, 'call'd 

Triumph of - Beguty, perſonated by fome 
Young Gentlemen, tor whom it was intended, 
at a private Recreation: The Subje& of this 
Maſque, 1s that known Story of the Judgment 
of Paris, upon the Golden-Ball ; which you 
may read in Zucians Dialognes : But our Au-, 
thor has imitated Shakeſpear, in the Comical 
part of his eMzd/ummer Nights Dream ; and 
Shirley's Shepheard Botrh, 1s but a Copy of 
Shakeſpear's "Bottom, the Weaver. 

F ſhall conclude this Account, with Four 
Lines writ mm our Author's Commendation, 
by One Mr. Hall; who in the Title of his Pa- 
negyrich files him; The Surviving Honour and 
Ornament of the Zng/;fh Scene : and in the 
End; eoncludes ths : 


Tet this [ dare afſert, when Men have nam's 
Johnſon (the Nations Laureat,) the fam'd 
Beaumont, and Fletcher, he, that cannot ſee 


Shirley, the fourth, muſt forfeit his beſt Eye. 


Sr Charles S1DLEy. 


A Gentleman whoſe Name ſpeaks a greater 
Hh 3 Pane- 


The looſeft Wiſhes, to the chaſteſt Heart, 
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om than I am able to expreſs; and 
whoſe Wit 1s {o well known to this I 


ſhould but tarniſh its Luſtre, by my Endeavour- 
ing to deliver it over to the next : His Wat is 
too Noble a SubjeQ to need any Herald to pro- 
claim its Titles and Pedigree; or 1þ it did, my 
Voice and Skill are too weak, to ſound out his 
Praiſes in their due meaſures. T ſhall therefore 
only content my ſelf, as the Vallys, that have 
no Voice of their own, to eccho out his Me- 
Tits at the Second-hand; and give you part of 
his CharaQter, from a Perſon whoſe Honour 
and Pride it 1s, to have a conſiderable ſhare 1n 
his Friendſhip: I mean Mr. Shadwell, who 
in his Epiſtle Dedicatory to 7he True Wj- 
dow, lays, * That he has heard - him {| 

* more W1t at a Supper, than all his Adver- 
© faries, with their Heads joyn'd together, 
©could write in a Year. That his Writings 
© are not unequal to any Man's of thys Age, (not 
©to ſpeak of Abundance of Excellent Copies of 
©Verſes). That he has in the Mulberry Carden, 
©ſhown the true Wit, Humour, and Satyr of a 
© Comedy; and in Anthony and Cleopatra, the 
© trne Spirit of a Tragedy. But leaſt this might 
be thought Partiality or Flattery in our Lau- 
reat,give me leave to tranſcribe another part of 
his CharaQter, from an Unqueſtionable Judge of 
Poetry, the great Ornament of the Muſes, the 
Lenf Rocheſter, in his Imitation of Forace's 
Tenth Satyr of the Firſt Book. 

Sidley, Los that prevailing gentle Art, 
T hat can with areſiſtleſs Charm impart, 


Raiſe 
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Raiſe ſuch a Confli&, kindle ſuch a Fire, 
Betwixt declmeing Virtue, and Deſire ; 

Till the poor vanquiſht Maid diſjolves away, 
1n Dreams all Night an ſighs,and tears all Dep. 


The Plays this Great Wit has oblig'd the 
World with, are but three ; all which appear 
to be writ with Deſign ( at leaſt they may 
ſerve to be) Patterns for ſucceeding Poets Im1- 
tation; which I ſhall only mention 1n their Al- 
phaberical Order, viz. 

Aythony and Cleopatra, a Tragedy aedat the 
Duke's Theatre ; and printed 45. Lond. 1677. 

For the Hiſtory, ſee PJuzarch's Lite of Anthony, 
' Appran, Dion Caſſues, Diodorus, Florus, gyc. 

Bellamira, or T he Miſtreſs ; a Comedy afted 
by their Majcſties Servants, and printed Lond. 
1687. This Play 1s an Inutation(as the Author 
informs us) of Terence's Eunuchus. 

e Mulberry Garden, a Comedy ated by his 
Majeſty's Servants,at the Theatre-Royal; print- 
ed 49. Lond. 1668. and dedicated to Her Grace, 
the Dutcheſs of Richmond and Lenox : which 
. Epiſtle 1s not the leaſt Ornament to the Play, 
and ſhews the Neatneſs of his Stile in Profe. 
I dare not fay, that the CharaQter of- Sxr Fob: 
Everyoung, and Sir Samnael Fore-caft, 2r6 Copies 
of Sranarelle and Arifte, in Molliere's L'Eſcole 
des Maris; but I may ſay, that there 1s ſome 
Reſemblance : _ wa nabpalbans both 
Languages, will readily, and with Juſtice give 
our Engliſh Wit er hg _— 
Charles 1s not to learn to Copy Nature from 
the French. | 

Hh 4 Give 
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Give me Leave toconclude, with what the 


| Learned 'Mr. £velyrr has ſaid, with no Tefs 


Truth than Ingematy, ( in his Imitation of 
Ovid's. E tteenth Blegy) of this Excellent Poet, 
ang his Friend Sir George Frheridee - 
" Whit: Fathers arc ſevere, and Servants cheat, 
Till Bawds aiidYbores can live without deceit, 
Sidley andeaſy Etheridge ſhall be Great. 


Tohn Smtrru, 


A Gentleman | as I fuppole ) now Iiving at 
Snerton in Yorkſhire, the Author of a Comedy, 
call d Cyrhereaor The Enamnour me Grrdle ; print- 
ed 49. Lond. 16757. "This Play was retufed to 
be ated by the Players of the Dke's Thearre, 
as you may ſee by the Epiſtle Dedicatory to 
the Northern Gentry. | leave the Play to the 
Judgment of thoſe that have read it. 


Willtam Smrrn. 


An Author that lived in the Reign -6f 
King James the Firit, who: publith'd ' a Play,” 
call d | | 
Flettor of Germany, or T he'Paltgrave Prime 
Elefor ; an Honourable Hiſtory, publickly 
acted at the Red-bult, and at the Cnrtainy 
by a Company of Young Men of this Giyy 
printed 49. Lond. 1615. and dedicated tot 
Right Worſhipful Sir John Swinnerton, Lotd 
Mayor of £Zondon, in the Year 1611, This 
Play is not divided into Acts : I am not certain 
where this Story 1s to be found : tho' png 

At 
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Albertus Argentinenfis, ov. Henry Monk of Reb- 
dorf, may make {ome Mention of this Palatin: ' 

Our Anthor writ anothet Play, called” Fbe 
Freeman's Flomnr, to dionify the Worthy Cotte 
pany of Taplors ; but whether ever it was Print- 
ed or no, I know nor. 

This Author joyned with One W, Febbe; 
in writing a Book, calle The Deſcri Prion of 
the County Palatine of Cheſter, Lot, 16 - 
Frlieronyms ts afcribed by Mr. Philips af 
ftantcy, thro' their old Miſtake, to out KithoÞ 
It being an Anonymous Play. | y i T 


Thomas SOUTHERN. UAE On 


An Author of whom +:can give rio y nt 
Account, than that he has two Plays > ; 
V1S, A), 

Diſappointment, or The Mother in Fo aſbion 2 
atted ar the Fheatre-Royal, printed 40.:Lond. 
1684. and dedicated to the Right; Honoundble 
James, ' Earl of ' Gf/ory,..the-/prefent 
Ormond. This hasSomewhat of .the Syory-of 
T he Currus: tmipertinent, 3n Don Quito: ct 

Loyal Brother, or T he Periiait Primeet; a Trae 
gedy actad at the Theatre-Royal, by Hitz Ma- 
jelties Servants ; printed 49. Zond. 1632: ahd de- 
. dicated to his Grace; the Duke 6f. Rrchrmind, 
The Play is founded on & Novel, called _ ach- 
mas Prince of Perſia, ottavo. 


Thomas STaNLEYy, £/q; 


A Gentleman who flonrHh'd in'the' Reigf 6f 
King Charles the Firſt, at Cambertoe-Gyeen, in 
Hert- 
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Hertfordſhire. One, who is ſufficiently known 
to all Learned Men, not only for his Skill in 
Languages,as appears by his ſeveral Verſions ; 
but by his Great Learning, Exquiſite Fancy, 
and Admirable Judgment. For the One, 0 4027, 
his Fancy, he 1s here mention'd in Quality of 
a Poet; and the rather becauſe we owe to him 
the Verſion of an Excellent Piece of Antiquity, 
which he calls 
 Chuds, a Comedy, which he tranſlated from 
Ariſtophanes his NgoBAAT. This Play, as /4- 
_ Han oblerves,in his Yarious Hiſtory, was writ at 
the Inſtigation af Anytas, max to abuſe 
Scrafes ; and 1s ſubjoyn'd by our Author to 
the Life of that Excellent Philoſopher, (not as 
a Comical Divertiſement for the Reader, who 
can expect little 1n that Kind, from a Subjet 
ſo ancient and particular; but) as a Neceſlary 
Supplement to the Life of Socrates. This Play 
is printed with Mr. Szanley's Hiſtory of Philo- 
ſophy, printed Fol. Zona. 1687. Second Edit. 


a'Work which will always be valued by all 


Learned Men : In which@he Reader will find 
alſo tranſlated a Dramma of Auſonins, inſcribed 
Laudus Septem Sapientum. 

His Tranſlation of ©/&/chyl/as his Tragedies 
into Later, with his Excellent Comment,print- 
ed Fal. Zond. 1664. deſerves the higheſt Com- 
mendation : and for his Poems in Zngiiſh ; not 
only thoſe which are properly his own, ſuftcr- 
ently ſhew his Genius for Poetry : But even his 
various Tranſlations from the Greek of Ana- 
creon, Moſefius ; trom the Latin of Auſonius, Ca- 
tullus,B wn, Secundus, Barclatus, to which I may 

a 
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add Picus Mirandula his Diſcourſe of Platonick 
Love ; from the Spaniſh of Lope de Yega, Gon- 
Zora, and Montaloan ; the 7talian of Guarmt, Ma- 
rino, Taſ/o, Petrarch, Caſſone, Prets, Boſcan, (Fc. 
the French of St. Amant, Triſtan, Ronſard, T heo- 

bile, and De Yotture ; ſhew how much he was 
vers'd in thoſe Languages. His Poems receiv'd 


ſeveral Editions : that which I take to be the 


beſt was printed 89. Lond. 1651. 

Beſides theſe Poems, he has in print two 
little Romances, or Novels, tranſlated from the 
Spaniſh of Don Tuan Perez de Montalvan, call'd 
Aurora, 1ſmenia, and The Prince ; which with 
the Poem of Oronta, tranſlated from the /ralraw 
of Sjznor Girolamo Preti, are printed octavo 


Lond. 16s 5. 
Sr Robert STAPLETON. 


A Gentleman, who I preſume is {till living. 
He was well known at Court, by the Honour- 
able Station he was in, being One of, the Gen- 
tlemen-Uſhers of his Majeſty King Char/es the 
Second's moſt Honourable Privy-Chamber : 
But his Writings have made him not onl 
Known, but Admired throughout all Englond.: 
and whillt Mxſeus and 7uvenal are in Eſteem 
with the Learned, Sir Robert's Fame will {till 
ſurvive : the Tranſlation of thoſe two Famous 
Authors, having plac'd his Name in the Temple 
of Immortality. As to Muſeus, het had ſo 


| yu a Value for him, that after he had tranſ- 


ated him, he built the Story into a Dramatick 


Poem, call'd 
Hero 


 P-4IE. 
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Eero and Leander their T rageay ; printed 40. 
Lond. 1669. and dedicated to the Dutcheſs of 
«Monmouth, Whether this Play were ever 
acted--or no, i4 know not, or where; tho' the 
Prologue and. Epilogue, ſcem to imply that 1t 
had appeared on the Stage. vos 2% 
Shghted Maid, a Comedy, written likewiſe 
by ous Author, and ated with great Applaule, 
at the Theatre in Little Linco/ns-Znn Ficlds, 
by his Highneſs the Duke of 7or4's Servants ; 
meed 89, Zond. 1663. and dedicated' to the 
te Duke of Monmouth." 'Fhe Epitaph made 
by ZDec:o upon Zberio and Pyramena, 18 borrow- 
de irom-ria and Petus ; ice Martial Epigr. 
E.r. Ep.. IL4 \\ | 
Stapleton's Fuuenal,the belt Edition with Cuts, 
is printed Fol. Lond. 1663. and his «Muſes, 
or erp and. Leander in Verle, ts printed 80. 
£9ond.1647. to which 1s added Leander's Letter 
tor Hero and her Anfwer tranſlated from Owd's 
Epiitles| - Befides- theſe, he Engliſhed $71 ada 
de Bella Felzroby printed Lond. 1650. ' Of theſe 


Pieces, (F8.)Zezzh Efq;. in his Verſes on:Carth- , 


1eraght,: lays thus ; C 


"Brave Stapleton tranſlates Old Wit and New; 
* ' Muſzus, Tyvenal, and Strada 7oo. 


: T Enow. nothing: cle that our Author has 

extant,' but' / Tranflation from the French of | k 
Mr: Ze Marmet,.4 of Pakroifant.; call'd £#- Z 
ter farniments of the Courſe, or Academical Con- W 
var/ations, printed 80. Lond. 1658. and Mr. De f| © 
Bergerat's Hiſtory of the World 1n the Moon, | y 


in twelyes Lond. : iy * 7 
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John STEPHENS. 
An Author that liv'd in the Reign of Kan 


James the Firlit, who has publiſhed a Play, 


called 

Cynthia's Revenge, a Tragedy, printed: 49. 
Lond. 1613. This 1s One of the longelt Plays 
that I ever read, and withall the molt tedious. 
The Author ſeems to. have a great Value for 
Lucan: tor he mot only makes King Menander 
repeat part 1n the Original, but1n the Fourth 
A&t he makes him ſpeak a Speech containin 
the beginning of the Firſt Book of Lucan, to 


the 24% Verte; but how far'ſhort he falls of 


Mr. May, I leave to the Readers Judgment. In 


_ the Fifth AR, the Poet introduces an Intex- 


Jude of the Contention of Hjax and Ulyſſes, tas 
the Armour of AchiHtes, which I take to be but 
Indifterent: | . 
He has writ beſides a Piece, called Sazprical 
E/jays, in octave Lond. 1615, * 373% 
This Play was in former Catalogues afcrib'd 
to John Swallow; but I believe this to be the 


 Gennine Author. - | 


William STRODE. 


A Gentleman that flouriſh'd in the Reign of 
King Charles the Martyr, of a Good Family in 
Devonſhire ; betng Countryman and Collegiate 
with the Witty Dr. Main. He was enter'd in 
Chriſt-Church Colledge in Oxford,” at Nineteen 
Years of Age; and ſoon after was clefted'Stu- 
dent. He'took his ſeveral Degrees; and was 

| choſen 
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choſen for his Excellent Parts, Oratour of the 
Univerſity. Tho' he was in Orders, he was 
ſent for by the Dean and Chapter, to write a 
Play, for the Diverſion and Entertainment of 
their Majeſties, which was call'd 

foam Haw, a Tragt-comedy ated before 


his Majelty at O-rf. Ang. 1639. by the Students 
of Chriſt-Church. The Airs and Songs, were 
ſet by Mr. Zenry Laws, Servant to his Majeſty, 
In publick and ps Muſick.. *'This Play was 
Not printed till Eleven Years after the Au. 
thor's Death, and above Eighteen Years after 
*rwas acted; being printed Lond.165Fs. and de. 
dicated even in Manuſcripr, and in the Au- 
thor's Life-time, to his moſt Honoured Patron 
Sir John Helle, by a Copy of Verſes. This 
Play was too full of Morality, to pleaſe the 
Court; tho' at the ſame time 'twas commended 
by the King; as was apparent by his beſtowing 
' a Canon's Dignity _ him, not long after; 

at which time he took the Degree of DoQtor of 
Divinity. 

"Twas then that he employ'd hisPen in more 
Serious Studies ; and thoſe Three Sermons of 
his which are extant, ſhew him a Solid Divine, 
- as well as an Excellent Oratour. 


He died the Eleventh of March 1644. and 


was Buried at Chri/t-Church. 


John STuDLEr. 


An Author that liv'd in the Reign of Queen 
Elizabeth, and who contributed with the other 
Four Tranſlators already mention'd, (vis. Hey- 

wood, 


7-0-7 
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wood, Nuce, Newton, and Mevile) to perfet the 
Verſion of Seneca's Tragedies. Our Author 
had the largeſt Share in the Work, he having 
rendred Four into Engliſh; v1. | 
Agamemmnon, a Tragedy,of which ſays Hein- 
ſius, Eſt fragis bone hac Tragedia. T ſhall nor 
pretend to determine of the ceconomy of this 
Tragedy, bur leave it to the Criticks; nor 
take upon me to diſcover how much, or how 
little Seneca has borrowed from on and /A/- 
chylus; but refer the Reader to Delrio, and 
others. *Tis ſufficient for me to obſerve, That 
the Tranſlator 'has taken upon him to add a 


whole Scene at the End of the Fifth AR: tho' 


upon what Reaſon I know not, except 1t be to 
give an Account of the Death of Caſ/anara, 
the Impriſonment of Z/eeZra, and the Flight 
of Oreftes ; all which was made known before. 
However,for this purpoſe the Tranſlator makes 
choice of Euribates, who in the beginning of 
the Third AQ, brings notice to C/itemmeſtra, of 
Azgamemnon's Return ; poſſibly to comply with 
the Poet, who throughout makes no ar, of a 
Auntius in this Play ; tho' the Death of Apa- 
memmnon be to be Sores by a Narration,but 
leaves 1t to Caſ/andra and Eletra, in the Fifth 
ACt 

FTippolytus, a Tragedy, that 1s extreamly re- 
as Three , ry of Place, Tims: and 
Aion : and Hein/ins, that great Critick, has 
not {tuck to give it the Title of Divine : How 
near our Tranſlator has approacht the Senſe 
of the Author, I ſhall leaye to others Detcer- 

mination. 
Aler- 
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Hercules Oeteus, a Tragedy, which by ſore 
1s thought to be an Imitation of Sypbocles his 
TRAXINIAL. -;: . i | 

eMedea, a Tragedy, in which Seneca has 
imitated. Zaripades ; and in the Opinion of 
ſome, even excelled his Copy. This Play 1s 
thied by One, Alta Hedea Seneca, and is ike- 
wiſe regular ; as indeed are all Seyeca's Trage- 
dies, except his 7 bebais. Our Zagiiſh Tranfia. 
tor, (I know not for what Reaton) has alter'd 
the Chorus of the Firlt Act: whether it was 
that he thought the Deſcripuon of an Epirhala- 
914m, which the Corznthiau Women ling, be- 
fore the delign'd Wedding of Zaſor and Crewſa, 
were too light a Subject for a Tragedy, or 
what other Motive he had to ſubſtitute his 
own Thoughts inſtead of Sexeca's, I know not; 
but mult leave him and his Works to the Judg- 
ment and Cenſure of the Craticks. 


Or John SUCKLING. 


A Gentleman, whoſe Admirable Parts made 
him ſufticiently Famous, in the Reign of King 
Char ks the Firlt, ro whom he was Comptro/ler. 
He was born at #7tham, inthe County of Mid- 
dleſex in the Year 1631. and which was Extra- 
ordinary, (according to his Mother's Reckon- 
ing) in the beginning of the Eleventh Month. 
© Nor was his: Late leſs Remarkable, than his 
Birth : for he had ſo pregnant a Genius that 
he ſpoke Zatimn atFive Years Old, and writ it 
at Nune Years of Age. His Skill in Languages, 
and Muſick, was Remarkable; but aboye s 

| is 


. my Subje 
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his Poe7ry,took with all the People, whoſe Souls 
were poliſhed by the Charms of the Myſes : 
And tho' War did not ſo well agree with his 
Conſtitution; yet in his Travels he made a 
Campaign under the Famous Guſtavus, where 
he was preſent at three Battles, five Sicges, 
and as many Skirmiſhes: and 1t his Valour 
was not ſo Remarkable, in the North 1n the be: 
ginning of the Wars; yet his Loyalty was 
conſpicuous, by his Expence 1n the Troop of 
Horſe, which he raisd, whoſe Equipage, v2. 
Horſes, Arms and Clothes, were provided all 
at his own Charge, and ſtood him in 12000 /. 
But theſe paſlages being at preſent forreign to 

fy I ſhall return to his Poerry ; and 
begin with his Dramatick Pieces, which are 
Four 1n Number, v2. 

Aglaura, preſented at the Private-houſe in 
Bluck-fryars This Play was firſt printed in 
Fol. upon which an Anonymous Satyriſt (7. e. 
Mr. R:ch. Brome, ſee at the Entrance of Covent 
Garden weeded) made a Copy of Verſes; which 
being too large to be tranſcrib'd, I ſhall refer 
my Reader to a Small Book of Poems,call'd Mu- 


ſarum Delicize, or The Muſes Recreation, where 


he may find them in the 51ft. page. Only by 
this we may obſerve the truth of that ſaying 
of Ovid (7); _ | 
Paſcitur in vivis Ivor : poſt fata quieſcit, 
Cum ſuns ex merito guemgue tuctur Hons. 


Thais Play 1s much priz'd at this Day, and 
has this Remarkable, That the laſt A& is ſo al- 


6) Amorum, L.v., i. Bl ay, 
T1 tered, 
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tered, that 'tis at the pleaſure of the Actors, to 
make 1t a Tragedy, or nanny : which 
was ſo well approv'd of by that Excellent Poet 
Sir Robert Howard, that he has followed this 
preſident, in his Yefal Yirgm. 

Brenoralt, or The Diſcontented Colonel; a 
Tragedy preſented at the Private-houſe in 
Blackfryars, by His Majeſty's Servants. 

Goblmgs, a Tragi-comedy preſented at the 
Private-houſe in &l/ackfryars, by His Majeſty's 
Servants. Fi 

Sad One, a Tragedy. This Piece was never 
finiſh'd. *T'is not to be expected that I ſhould 
give any Account of the Plots,or Thetts in this 
Author's Works; forhis Maſe was Young, and 
Vigorous enough, had ſhe not ſo foon been cut 
off by Death, to have brought forth many more 
Children, without any Alliſtance, but that of 
the proper Parent: All that I have further to 
ſay 1s, That theſe Plays, with the reſt of his 
Works, are printed under the Title of Frag- 
menta Aurea ; or A Collettion of all the Incom- 
parable Pieces, written by Sir John Suckling, 89. 
There are ſeveral Editions of his Works : and 
the laſt (as I think) was printed 89. Lond. 1676. 
' to which are added ſeveral Poems, and other 
Pieces, which were by his Siſters Permiſſion 
allowed to be publiſhed. I ſhall nor pretend 
| to give a CharaQter of his Works, but ſub- 
ſcribe to One already printed (*); v:z.. That his 
Poems are Clean, Sprightly, and Natural; his 
Diſcouzdes Full and Convincing; his Phys well 
hamor'd and Taking; his Letters Fragrant, 
FT) Loyd". Mcmoitcy, p- 139, 


and 
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and Sparking : only his Thoughts were rot fo 
looſe as his Exprelilion , wwnelſs his Excellent 
Diſcourſe to My Lord Dor/er, about Religion. 

This Ingenious Gentleman died of aFeaver, 
A. D. 164--- being about 29. Years of Age : 
W hat Excellent Advice he left to his Friends 
about him, may be read 11 Mr. Z/oyd's M-moirs; 
nor can I forbear tranſcribing what that Aa« 
thor writ upon that Subject. 


Ne he zelantis anime ſacrires 
Scintillule ipſum unde deciderant ſpirantes 
Calum, fy Author magnus ipſa quam 
Aliis dedit careret memoria ; [ntereſſe 
Poſterts putavimus brevem FHonoratſimi 
Yir: Johannis Sucklingiui witam Hiſtoria 
efje perennanaam. 


Utpote gui Nobihſma Sucklingiorum Familia 
* Orzundus, cu tanium reddiait, quantum ac- 
cept honorem ; Nat. Cal. Apr. 1613. Witha- 
m1z /# Agro cMiddleſ. Renatus ibid. Mail 79. 
and Denatus 164..... haud jam T rigeſfunns, oy 
Scriptu digniſſuma fecit &y faftu digniſſuma 
ſcripſit. Calamo pariter && Gladio celebris, 
pacrs artium gnarus oy belli. 


' Gilbert SwixHor, E/q; 


A Gentleman, who liv'd in the Reigis of 
King Charles the Firſt and Second ; a North- 
country Man by Birth, (being Born in North: 
amberland) the Author of a Play, calld | 

% Unhappy fair Frene her Tragedy ; printed 4? 

Lond. 1658. "This Play is accompany'd with 

three Copics of Yerles in its Commendation; 
Ii 2 tho' 
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tho' I think it ſcarce deſerve them. The Pla 
is founded on Hiſtory : ſee Ano/les his Turki 
Hiſtory, 1n the Lite of © Mahomer the Firit; 
which Story 1s the SubjeC&t of a Novel in Ban- 
acts, which 1s tranſlated into French by Prerre 
Boifteau;, fee Hiſtoires Tragicques, tome premier 
Nov. 2. The ſame 1s pv: 26s into Engliſh, by 
W1. Painter in his Palace of Pleaſure, in quarto, 
Nov. 40. 


y 
Nathaniel Tart. 


N Author now living; who tho' he be 
allow'd to be a Man of Wit and Parts, yet 
for Dramatick Poetry, he 1s not above the com- 
mon Rank : What he has extant, for the moſt 
art is borrow d; at leaſt we may ſay, That ge- 
nerally he follows other Mens Models, and 
builds upon their Foundations : for of Eight 
Plays that are printed under his Name, S1x of 
them owe their Original to other Pens; as we 
ſhall ſhew in the following Account. 


Brutus of Alba, or The enchanted Lovers ; a 
Tragedy acted ar the Duke's Theatre, printed 


42. Lond. 1678. and dedicated to the Right Ho- 
nourable Charles, Earl of Dorſet and «Mrddie- 
ſex. This Play 1s founded on /7g1/'s GEncids, 
Book the 4** ; and was finiſhed under the Names 
of Dido and Aneas, but by the Advice of ſome 
Friends, was tranformed to the Dreſs it now 


Waars. 
Cuck- 


—_ 
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Cuckold's Haven, or An Alderman no Conju. 


ver; a Farce acted at the Queen's Theatre, in 


Dorſet Garden ; printed 40. Lond. 168y. and de- 
dicated to Colonel Zamund Aſhton. This Play 
is borrow'd from Johnſon's Eaſtward-hoe, agd 
Devil 1s an Af. 

Duke and no Duke, a Farce ated by their 
Majeſties Servants; with the ſeveral Songs ſer 
to Muſick, with Thorough-Baſles for the The- 
orbo, or Baſs-Yiol ; printed 4".Zond.x685. and 


. dedicated to the Right Honourable Sir George 


Hewyt. This Play 1s founded on Sir Aſtor 
Cockain's Trappolin ſuppes'd a Prince. 
Tngratitude of a Common-wealth, or The Fall 


_ of Caius Martius Coriolanus; acted at the Thea- 


tre-Royal, printed 49. Lond. 1682. and dedicated 
to the Right Honourable Charles, Lord Her- 
bert, Marqueſs of Horcefter. Thas Play 1s bor- 
rowed from Shakeſpear's Corzolanus. 

1/land — a Tragi-comedy adted at the 
Theatre-Royal : revived with Alterations ; 
printed 4®. Lond. 1687. and dedicated to the 
Right Honourable Henry, Lord Faigrave. 
This Play 1s F/etcher's Originally. 

Loyal General, a Tragedy aQted at the Duke's 


Theatre; printed 4. Lond. 1680. and dedicated - 


to Edward T aylor Eſquire. 

Lear King of England his Hiftory ; ated at 
the Dukes Theatre : revived with 7 Bran ont : 
printed 49.Zond.1687. and dedicated to 7 homas 
Boteler Eſq; This Play in the Original, was 
writ by F. Shakeſpear. 

Richard the Third, a Hiſtory acted at the 
Theatre-Royal, under the Name of The Secr- 

Ii 3 [tan 


rey Sen ion NONE AE en vs tr 


_ pf our Author's Writings. 
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lian Uſurper : with a Prefatory Epiſtle, in Vin- 
dication of the Author; occaſioned by the Pro- 
hibition of this Play on the Stage : printed 49. 
Lond. 1681. and dedicated to George Raynford, 
Eſq; This Play owns its Birth likewile to 
Shakeſpear. 

Behdes theſc Plays, our Anthor has two Vo- 
lumes of Poems 1n print. One wholy writ by 
him, call 'dPoems writ on ſeveral Occaſtons, ſe- 
cond Edit. en/arg'd printed 89.Lovd.1684. The 
other call'd Poems by ſeveral Hands, and on 
ſeveral Occaſions, collefted by our Author, and 
printed octavo Loud. 1685. 


John TATEHAM. 


An Author that flouriſh'd in the Reign of 
King Cbarles the Firlt ; and was (ſays Mr. /tm- 


ſtanley) the City Poet. If he was not an Ex- 


traordinary Wit, at leaſt he was Loyal in 
the higheſt Degree, as may appear by his 
Plays; and equally hated the Pump and the 
Scots. He has Four Plays in print; Three 1n 
quarto, and One printed with his Poems in 
vctavo. | 

Diftrafted State, a Tragedy, wratten in the 
Year 1641. but not printed till 1651. 49. and 
dedicatcd to John Sidley. This Play ſuited well 
with the Times; and his Hatred to the Scozs 


appears 1n this Play, where he introduces a 


Foc Mountebank_ ( in the fourth AR) to 


 poylon Archras the Elected King, at the Inſti- 


gation of Clearder, This I take to be the beſt 


Rump, 
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Ramp, or The Mirronr of the late Times ; 2 
Comedy acted many times with great applauſe, 
at the Private-houſe in Dorſet Court ; printed 
(the ſecond Edit.) 49. Lond.1661. and dedicated 
to Walter James, of Rambden-Honſe, in Smar- 
den, 1n the County of Kent, Eſq; This Plzy 
has lately been reviv'd on our Stage, under the 
Name |ot 7he Ronndheads. 

Scots Figaries, or A Anot of Knaves; 1 Co- 
medy, printed 49 Lond. 1652. and dedicated to 
Robert Dormer, Filq; Molt of this Play 15 writ 
" Scotch Diale&t, and diſplays them to the 

ife. 

Love crowns the End, a Tragt-comedy ated 
by the Scholars of Z:ngham, in the County of 
Nottingham. This Play 1s not divided into 
and 1s much ſhorter than moſt uſually are; 
being fitted purpoſely, as I ſuppoſe, for thoſe 
Youths that ated it. 'T1s printed with his 
Poems, call'd 7 be eMrrrour of Fancies,in oftavo 
Lond. 3657. and dedicated to Sir John Winter, 
Secretary of State to his Majeſty 1n his Exile. 


Robert TAYLoUR. 
An Author, to whoſe Perſon and Writings I 


am wholy a Stranger; only I find in former 
Catalogues a Comedy aſcribed to him, call'd 
Fog-huth loſt his Pearl. 


Thomas THOMSON. 


Another Author of the meaneſt Rank, and 
a great Plagiary; if One of the Plays be 
Ii 4 own'd 
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own'd by him, which Mr. A7r&man has aſcribed 
to him ; v22. 

* Engliſh Rogue, a Comedy atted before ſeve- 
ral Perſons of Honour with great applauſe; 
printed. 49. Zond. 1668. and dedicated to Mrs. 
Alice Barret. 

«Mother Shipton her Lite, acted Nine Days 
together with great applauſe; printed 40. Lond. 
I O-o=men I ſuppole the Occaſion of the Succeſs 
of this Play, was from what he ſtole ; for all the 
Characters, except what relate to Shzpron, are 
borrow'd; as the Characters of Shift-hoſe, Mony- 
lack, Sir Oliver, Whore-hound, David, te. are 


{tollen verbatim trom Maſſmeer's City Madam, 


and M:ddleton's Chaſt Maid mm Cheapfide. This 
Play has not the Author's Name to it, but the 
two-firſt Letters : 1t may be he was aſham'd to 
ſet his Name to other Mens Labours. As to 
the _ of Shipron, I know not how to dire 
the Reader, except to an old Bock in quarto, 
call'd The Life and Death of Mother Shipton. 


Nicholas TRorTT. 


An Author, who writ a Tragedy, call'd A4r- 
zhur, which I never ſaw: neither can I give 
any Account of the Author himſelf, or the 
time he liv din. 


Richard TUKE. 


An Author; of whom I can give no further 
Account, than that he writ a Play, call'd 

Drvme Comedian, or The Right Uſe of Plays, 

| Ee 11M- 
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improved in a Sacred Tragi-comedy; printed 
49. Lond. 1672. and dedicated to the Right Ho- 
nourable, and no leſs Virtuous Mary, Counteſs 
of Warwick, This Play was call'd firlt by the 
Author, The Soul's Warfare ; and is grounded 
on the Danger of the Soul in this World. 


S. TuKkeE. 


A Collonel now living ( as I have been 1n- 
form'd) in Sw/ex: the Author of One of the 
beſt Plays now extant, for Oeconomy and Con- 
trivance; 112. 

Adventures of five Hours, a Tragi-comedy, 
_ the ſecond Edition ; printed 49. Zond.1662. and 
dedicated to the: Right Honourable, Henry 
Howard, of Norfolk : attended with Eight 
Copies of Verſes, writ by very Eminent Per- 
ſons ; as Mr.Cowley, Evelyn, Carliſle,and others. 
This Play, I believe, ows its Foundation to 
one in Spaniſh. | 


Cyril TURNEUR. 


This Author liv'd in the Reign of King 
James the Firſt, and publiſhed Two Trage- 
dies; viz. 

_— Trageay : Of the Date of this Play, 
or to whom dedicated, I can give no Account 
the Title-page and Epiſtle,( if there were any 
of my Copy being loſt. The Plot of Levidulcra, 
her Conveying Sebaſtian and Freſco out of her - 
Chamber, when ſhe was ſurpris'd by her Huſ- 
band — _— is borrow'd from 

c 


Baccace, Day the 7. Noy. the 6. 
Re- 
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Revenger's Tragedy, ſundry times atted by 
the Kings Majeſties Servants ; and printed 4. 
Of theſe two Plays, Mr. Hnftanlcy quotes a 


Diſtich, I know not from what Author, as 
follows. 


Hts Fame unto that pitch ſo only rais'd, 
As not to be deſpis'd, nor too much prais'd. 


Tohn TuTCHIN. 


An Author of our Times ; who has a Paſto- 
ral extant, call'd 

Unfortunate Shepherd, a Paſtoral ; printed 80. 
Lond. 1685. This Play with the reſt of his 
Poems on ſeveral Occaſions, and a Piece in 
Profe, call'd 4 Diſcourſe of Life, were all 
printed eftayo Lond. 1685. 


nk —_— 


MW. 
Lewis WAGER. 


Learned Clerk, living in the begining of 
the Reign of Queen Z/;zaberh; who was 

the Author of an Interlude, call'd 
eMary Mazaalen, her Life and Repentance ; 
cacedin a Black Letter, 49. Lond. 156%. Thas 
| Interlude may eaſily be ated by Four Perſons. 
For the Plot, take an Account from the follow- 
ing Lines ; _ - of the Prologue, and 

will 


give you 2 e of the Author's Stle. 
Of the Goſpel we ſhall rehearſe a fruitful Story, 
Written mn the 7th of Luke with words Per, 
| 'be 


I RP". 


| 
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T he Story of a Woman that was right ſorry 

For that (he had ſpent her \Laft in ſnme vile 
and vane. | 

By Chri/t's preaching ſhe was converted againe 

To be truly penutent by hir fruidtes te de- 
clared, 


And to ſhew hir ſelf a ſinner ſhe never ſpared. 


Edmund WALLER. 


A Gentleman not many Years deceasd: 
whoſe Name will ever be dear to all Lovers 
of the «Maſes. His Compolitions are univer- 


ſally applauded; and ww are thought fit to 


ſerve as a Standard, for all ſucceeding Poems. 
He was a Friend to the Ingenious Xetcber ; as 
appears by his Verſes, printed at the begin- 
ning of thoſe Plays; and was fo far a Lover of 
Dramatick Poetry, that he tranſlated part of 
a Play, in which the Right Honourable the 
Earl of Dorſet and Middleſex, was concern- 
ed; v2. 

Pompey the Great, a Tragedy ated by the 
Servants of His Royal Highneſs the Duke of 
Nork ; printed 49. Lond. 1664. 

Beſides this Play, he has a Volume of Poems 
extant, which have been ſeveral times reprint- 
ed; the Fourth Edition, was printed oftavo 
Lond. 1682. There is newly publifhd a Se- 
cond part, containing his Alteration of The 
Maid's Tragedy, and whatſoever of his was 
left unprinted, publiſht oftayo Lend. 1690. 


George 


; | longer 
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- George WapuL. 


An Author,whoſe Writings are as unknown 
as any of the former; to whom is aſcribed a 
Comedy, call'd 7 de tarrieth for no Man. 


Willam Wares. 


An Author, of whoſe Time and Writings [ 
can grve no further Account, than that he 1s 
accounted the Author of a Comedy, which 1 
never ſaw, called 

T7 be reve thou liy/t,. the more Fool thou art. 
There are two other Plays ( whoſe Authors are 
unknown} aſcribed by Mr. Philips and Hin- 
fFanktey, to our Author; viz. Tryal of Chivarry, 
and Tom Tyler and his Wife : tho' I believe 
they were never writ by him. 


R. WAVvER. 


The Author of a Play, which I have never 
ſeen, call'd Luſty ZFuventus ; who, or whence 
this Author was, I know nor. 


John WEBSTER. 


An Author that liv'd in the Reign of King 
James the Firſt; and was 1n thoſe Days ac- 
counted an Excellent Poet. He joyn'd with 
Decker , Marſton, and Rowley, 1n ſeveral Plays ; 
and was hkewiſe Author of others, which have 
even In our Age gain'd Applauſe: As for In- 
ftance, Apprus and Yirginia,Dutcheis of Maljy, 
and Yittoria Corrombona ; but I ſhall ſpeak ot 
theſe tn their Order. | | 

4 : , Ap- 
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a {ang and Virginia, a Tragedy, printed (ac- 
cording to my Copy) 4% Lond. 1659. TI 1up- 
ole there may be an older Edition than mine; 
Lon this 1s that which was acted at the Duke's 
Theatre, and was alter'd (as I have heard by 
Mr. Carthwriht) by Mr. Bertrerton: For the 
Plot, conſult Zzvy, Florus, Oc. 
Devil's Law-caſe, or When Women go to Law, 
the Devil is full of buſmeſs ; a T ragi-comedy, 
approvedly well ated by Her Majelty's Ser- 


. vants ; printed + . Lond.1623. and dedicated to 


Sir Thomas Finch. An Accident like that of 
Romelio's ſtabbing Contarino out of Malice, 
which turned to his preſeryation, is (if I mif- 


| take not) in Skenkzas his Obſervations : At 


leaſt T am ſure, the like happened to Phereas 
Jaſon, as you may ſee 1n Q Yal. Maximns, 1th. 
1. cap. 8. The like Story 1s related in Guulart's 
Hiftoires Admirables, tome 1. page 178. 
Dutcheſs of Malfy, a Tragedy preſented 
prong y at the Black-fryars, and publick- 
y at the Globe, by the King's Majeſty's Ser- 
vants; and I have ſeen it lince acted at the 
Duke of 7rk's Theatre. "Twas firſt printed 
49. Lond. 1623. and dedicated to the Right Ho- 
nourable George, Lord Barke/ey, and ſince re- 
printed 49. Zond. 1678. For the Plot, confult 
Bandello's Novels in French,by Beleforeft,N. 9. 
Beard's T heatre of God's Fudgments,Book 2.Ch. 
The like Story is related by Goulart, in 
has Hi/torres admirables de notre _ - 2.26. 
White Devil, or The Trageay of -bfo Gior- 
dano Urſini, Duke of Brachiano ; with the Lafe 
and Death of Vittoria Corombona, the Famous 


Venc- 


$10 An Account of the 
Venetian Curtezan : atted by the Queen's Ma- 
jelty's Servants, at the Phenix an Drury-lanc ; 
—_ 49. Lond. 1612. and ſince acted at the 

heatre-Royal, and reprinted 166F. 

| Befides theſe Plays, our Author has been af- 
fiſted by Mr. Rowley im two others ; which be- 
cauſe he had the leaſt part in their Compoſi- 
tion, I place to our Author ; v2. | 

Cure for a Cuckold, a Comedy ſeveral times 
ated with great applauſe; printed 49. Lond. 
x6Gr. 

* Thractan Yonder, a Comical Hiſtory ſeveral 
times ated with great applauſe ; printed quar- 
to Lond. 1661. | | 

Mr. Ph:ihips has committed a'great Millake, 
in afcribing feveral Plays to our Author, and 
his Aſſociate Mr. Decker ; One of which be- 
Jong to another Writer, whoſe Name 1s an- 
nexed, and the reſt are Anonymous : As for 
Inſtance, The Noble Stranger,was writ by Lewis 
Sharpe ; and 7 he New Trick to cheat the Devi, 
Weakeſt goes to the wall, and Homan wilt have 
ber w:/l, to unknown Authors. 


John Warsox, E/q; 


An Author,who in the Reign of King Char/es 
. the Second, writ a Play in Heroick Verſe, call'd 
. Amazon Queen, or The Amours of Thaleſtris 
#' Alexander rhe Great ; a Tragi-comedy 1n He- 
roick Verſe; and printed 49. Lond. 1667. The 
Story of Tha/eftris may be read in Q, Cartns, ih. 
6. c. 5. Tuff. hb. 3. Strabo 1b. 5. &yc. .Tho' our 
Author makes her- ftomewhat nice in her 
| | ' Amours. 


87. 4... OE oe... a6. Ad89., da e 


Dramatick Poets. GIL 


Amours. This Play was never ated, by rea- ' 
ſon of the Author's hearing of two Plays be- 
lides on the ſame Subject, that were.intended 
for the Stage. | | 


— W HITAKER. 


The Author of a Play, call'd __ 4. Or 
7 he Change of Government ; a Tragedy ated ar 
His Royal Highneſs the Duke of Tort's Thes 
atre; and printed 4% Loud. 1680, This Play 
13 written in Heroick Verlſe:\as to its Chara- 
Qer, I ſhall leave it to the Judgment of abler 
Criticks. 


Dr. Robert W1LD. 
A Dottor of the Presbyterian Leven ; but yet 


(who it ſeems) 1n his Juvenile Years, was the 
Author of a Comedy,call'd The Henefice ; which 
was printed 49. Lond. 1689. His Opinion of 
the Orthodox Clergy, may eafily be colle&ed 
from this Play ; tho' he 1s beholding to ano- 
ther Play, call'd The Return from Pernaſſus, or 
The Scourge of Simony, for his Deſign. His 
Poems are well known, oCtavo 16oy. 


Leonard WILLAN. 


A Gentleman that flouriſh'd in-the Reign of 
King Charles the Second. This Author pub- 
liſh'd a Play, call'd 

Aftraa, or True Loves Mirranr ; a Paſtoral 
in'Verſe; printed 80. Lond.1651. and dedicated 
to the 1lluftrious Princeſs Mary, Dutcheſs. of 
Richmond and Lenox. This Play 1s —— 

| the 
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Charles the Second, it nor {till alive ; who 
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* the Romance of Afr.ca, writ by Mr. D'Urfe. 
- On this Author, Mr. #ferr:ict has writ a Copy 


of Verſes; which the Reader may peruſe at 
leiſure, p. 354. of his Poems in oftavo. 


George WILKINS. 


An Author that liv'd in the Reign of King 
Charles the Firſt, who was the Writer of a 
ſingle Comedy; beſides that in which he joyn'd 
with Day and Rowley ; I mean 7he Travels of 
three Engliſh Brothers. The Play I am ſpeak- 
ing of, 1s call'd 

eMiſerzwes of Inforced Marriage, play'd by his 
Majeſties Servants; printed 49. Lond. 1627. 
This Comedy has been a great part of it re- 
viv'd by Mrs. Behbn, under the Title of 7he 


Town Fop, or Sir Timothy Tawary. 
Robert W1LMorT: 


An Author in the time of Queen Z#/rzabeth, 
who at the deſire of the Gentlemen ot the 
eye: pg. compos d a Play, call'd 
| Tancred and Giſmund their Tragedy, ated 
before Her Majeſty, by the Gentlemen of the 

le; printed 49. Lond.1592. and dedicated 
to the Right Worſhipful and Vertuous Ladies, 
the Lady Mary Peter, and the Lady Anne Grey. 
This Play is founded on a Story in PBoccace ; 
ſee Day the fourth, Novel the firſt 


John WILs0N. 


A Geptleman that liv'd in the Reign of Ki ng 
e 
Muſe 


a Va. 
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' Muſe has been applauded on the Stage. His 


Play call'd The Cheats, haying the general Ap- 
robation of bezng an Excellent Comedy. He 
has writ three Plays ; in Number of which take 
the following Account. | 
Andronicus Commenus, a Tragedy; printed 
T.ond. 1663. For the Plot,'conſult Glycas Leun- 
clatus, Chorriates, Cantacuſenus, o&yc. | 
Cheats, a Comedy written in the Year 1662. 
and printed 24 Edit. 40. ond. 1671. The Au- 
thor has ſuthciently Apologiz'd for thig Play, 
in his Preface, to which I reter you. ©. 
Projettors, a Comedy ; printed 49. .ond.1665. 


Robert W11L5SoN. 


A Gentleman that fouriſh'd in the'time of 
Queen Z#hzabeth; and was the Author of a 
Comedy, call'd 

The Coblers Prophecy, printed 49. Loud. 16s 5. 


Nathaniel Woops. 


An Author that was'a Miniſter in Aorwich, 
in the Reign of Queen #/:zabeth; and who 
writ an Old Comedy, call 'd 

Confli&? of Conſcience ; containing a molt La- 
mentable Example of the. doleful Deſperation 
of a miſerable Worldling, by the Name of 
Philologns ; who forſook the Truth of God's 
Goſpel, for fear of the T.ofs of Lite, and world- 
ly Goods. The Actors Names divided into fix 
parts, moſt convenient for ſuch as be difpos'd 
either to ſhew this Comedy in private Houſes, 
or otherwiſe ; printcd 49. Lond. 1581. 


K k John 


written by Mr. O.,Saliibury jv 
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John WRIGHT. 


A Writer {till living, who has publiſht 
two Plays; the one being writ in Heroick 
Verſe, and the other diſguis'd Zx 7rave/ty. 
They both bear the ſame '} itle, and are bound 
together ; v2. | 
_ Thyeſtes, a Tragedy tranſlated out of Seneca 
printed in oftavo Lond.1674. and dedicated to 
Betrmet, T.ord Sherrard. 

«Meck Thyeftes, a Farce in Burleſque Verle ; 
and printed 42. Lond. 1674. In commendation 
of theſe two Plays, there 1s a Copy of Verſes, 

Ort begins 


thus: 


Did Seneca now lrve, himſelf would ſay, © 
T hat your Tranſlation has not wrong'd Fd Play, 
But that in every Page, in every Line, 

Your Language does with equal ſplendor ſhine,&c. 


Willan WyYTCHERLEY. 


A Gentleman, whom I may boldly reckon 
amongſt the Poets of the Firſt Rank : no Man 
-that I know, except the Excellent Johnſon, 
— outdone him 1n Comedy; in which 
alone he has imploy'd his Pen, 6A with that 
Succels, that few have before, or will hereafter 


match him. His Plays are four in Number; v:z. 

Country Wife, a Comedy acted at the 'The- 
atre-Royal, and printed 49. Lond. 1683. This 
215 reckon'd an Admirable Play. 


Gentleman Dancing-Maſter, a Comedy ated 
= at 
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at the Duke's Theatre; and printed in quarto 
Lond. 1673. | 

Love in a Wood, or Saint James's Park ; a Co- 
medy, acted at the Theatre-Royal, by His Ma- 
jeſty's Servants; printed 4®. Lond. 1672. and 
dedicated to the Dutcheſs of Clevelmd. 


Plain Dealer, a Comedy atted at the The- 
atre-Royal, by His Majeſty's Servants ; printed 
49. Z,ond. 1678. and dedicated to Madam Z&----2- 
Of this Play-and its Author, Mr. Drydes ſays 
thus : *The Author of the Platu Dealer,whom 
©I am proud to call My Friend, has oblig'd all 
F Honeſt and Virtuous Men, by One of the moſt 


' © Bold, moſt General, and moſt Uſetul Satyrs, 


© which has been preſented on the Exgl;yh The- 
catre. But notwithitandzng this Admirable 
CharaQter, I mult take the Freedom to alledge, 
That our Author has borrow'd his chief Cha- 
raters of Manly and Ola, from Molliere's Le 
Miſanthrope ; that of Mayor Olz-fox, from Scay- 
ror's City Romance ; and that of Yerniſh his 
ſeizing F:deha, and diſcovering her Sex, may 


| poſſibly be founded on Sifvza Molttere's Me- 


Mres. But notwithſtanding all this, the Play 
1s Excellent 1n its kind ; and the Author's Cha- 
racer 1s juſtly drawn by Mr. Zve/yn - 


As long as eMen are falſe, and Women vain, 


While Gold continues to be Virtues bane, 
In pointed Satyr Wycherley ſha/t Reign. 


Kk - Robert 
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7. 


Robert Y ARRINGTON. 


An Ancient Writer in Queen E#/zzaberth's 
Time; who has publiſht a Play, calld 7 wo 
Tragedies in One. The One, of the Murther of 
Mr. Peech a Chandler, 18 Thames-ſtreet, and 
His Boy ; done by Thomas MHern : The Other,of 
a Young Child, murther'd in a Wood by two 
Ruffins, with the Conſent of his Uncle ; prant- 
ed 1n quarto Lond. 1601. 


I eee 


Suppoſed Authors. 


E are now arriv'd at thoſe Authors, 
whoſe Names are not certainly known, 
who diſcover themſelves only to their Friends 
in private, and diſguiſe themſelves from the 
Knowledge of the World byTwo Letters only: 


part of which we ſhall uariddle in the follow- 
ing Account. 


— 


R. A. Gent. 


This Author writ a Play, call'd The Yaliant 
Welchman; or The True Chronicle Hiſtory 
of the Life and Yahant Deeds of Charadoc, the 
Great King of Cambria, now call'd Wales. This 
Play has been ſundry times acted by the Prince 
_ of ales his Servants; but printed 49. Lond. 
1553. For the Plot of this Play, 'tis founded on 

rrue 
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true Hiſtory : ſee Tacitns Annals, «Milton's Hz- 


ſtory of England, gc. See beſides Ubaldine, Le 


Vite defle Donne 1lluſtre, p. 6. 


+ , WP. 


The Author of a Play, call'd The World's 
[dol, or Plutus; a Comedy, written in Greek 
by Ari/tophanes, and tranſlated by our Author; 
together with his Notes, and a fhort Diſcourſe 
upon 1t ; printed oftavo Lond. 1650. 


P. B. 2. e. Peter Br1.on, Gent. 


An Author now living, who 1s ſuppoſed to 
write a Play, call'd The Mock Dueclliſt, or The 
French Ya/let ; ated at the Theatre-Royal, by 
His Majeſty's Servants; printed quarto Lond. 
1667s. and dedicated to the Virtuous Accom- 
pliſht Lady, Madam S.C. 


L6 

The Author of a pleaſant Comedy, call'd The 
two Merry Milk-maid's, or The beſt Words wear 
the Garland ; a&ted before the King with Ge- 
neral approbation, by the Company of the Re- 


. vels; printed quarto Lond. 16----- Part of the 


Plot of this Play, viz. Dorrgene's promife to 
Dorillus, of Enjoyment when he preſented her 
with a Garland that ſhould contain all ſorts of 
Flowers in Zanuary, and the Conſequence, 1s 
founded on Foccace Day 10. N. 5. and 1s the 
Foundation of other Plays; as Fletcher's Four 
Plays im one, Oc. 


Kk 3 | R. 
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There are two Plays, which no otherwife 
diſcoyer the Author, than by theſe two Let- 
ters: The firlt call'd 4/phonſus King of Arra- 
gon, a Hiſtory which I never ſaw; the other 
nam'd /gnoramus, a Comedy ſeveral times afted 
with extraordinary applauſe, before the Maje- 
{t; of King Zames ; with a Supplement which 
(out of Reſpe&t to the Students of the Common 
Law) was hitherto wanting: Written in Za- 
tin by R. Ruggles, ſometimes Maſter of Arts in 
Clare Hall in Cambridpe, and tranſlated by F.C. 
ſometimes Maſter of Arts 1n Mazaalen Colledge 
in Oxford; printed 4.9. Lond.1662. 


].D. 

The Author of a Comedy, call'd The Mall, 
or T he Modifſh Lovers ; ated by his Majeſty's 
Servants ; printed 4-.Long.1674. and dedicated 
to William Yhitcom Junior, Elq; This Play 1s 
aſcribed by Dr. Zyae (the Proto-Fibliothecarins 
to the Univerſity) to Mr. Dryder ; tho me- 
thinks the Stile of the Epiſtle Dedicatory, 1s 
not hike the reſt of has Writings. 


R. D. 


The. Author of a Play, call'd New Trick 70 
cheat the Devil, a Comedy, printed 49. Lond. 
1639. The Plot of Fryar Zohn's Diſcoverzn 
the Conſtable and the Woman's Intrigue, ad 
pretending to conjure for Victuals at the Huſ- 
vand's Return, Act 3, Sc. L. 1s the ſame —_ 
$h | tnat 
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that made uſe of in the London Cuckold's ; and 
which 1s related fince the Writing of this Play, 
by M. D'Owville in his Tales, part. 2. page 257. 
Shight-alf's teaching the Art of Love, to the 
two Gentlemen, in the ſecond Scene of the farft 
ACt, is borrow'd from Ovid De Arte Amanat, 


Lib. 2. 
x oS + | 


Under theſe Letters, is a Play in print, 
call'd 7 he Blhoay Banquet, a Tragedy ; printed 
1620. This Play by ſome old Catalogues, is 
aſcrib'd to 7 bomas Basker. 


i 


Concerning this Author was, I know no more, 
than that he was a Batchelor of Arts, of Zxe- 
ter Colledge in Oxford; and writ a Play, call'd 
Sicily and Naples, or The Fatal Union; a Tra- 
gedy, printed 45. Oxon. 1640. This Play 1s 
commended by Seven Copies of Verſes, which 
are prefix'd, moſt of them being writ by Young 
Academics. 

B. ] 


The Author of a Tragedy, calld Gay of | 
Warwick, which I have once ſeen in quarto 
Lond.-------. and the Gentleman that ſhew'd 2t 
me, told me it was writ by Yen Fohnſon ; tho' 
by that little I read, I gyefs'd it to be writ by 
a Pen far inferiour to that Great Maſter in 
Poetry. 


Kk4 E..M. 
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E. M. 


The Author of a Tragedy, call 'd Saint Ce- 
cihe, or T he Converted Twins ; printed quarto 
Lond. 1667. This Play was publiſh'd by Mr. 
Medbourn, the Comedian, and dedicated to 
Queen Aztherime. For the Plot, conſult Ec- 
cleſtaſtical Writers, as #piphamus, Fuſebius, 
Baronius, (Fc. 

T. P. 


Under theſe Letters, arc printed two Plays ; 
One of which 1s call'd The French Conjurer, a 
Comedy acted at the Duke of 7ork's Theatre ; 
and printed 49.70nd.1678. This Play 1s found- 
ed on two Stories in the Romance of Guzman, 
the Spaniſh Rogue ; one call'd Doriao and Clo- 
ra - the other, The Merchant of Sevil. The 
ſecond Play 1s ſtiled, A witty Combat, or 7 he 
Female Vitor ; a Tragi-comedy acted by Per- 
ſons of Quality, in #Hh:tfon Week, with great 
applauſe ; printed 49. Lond. 1663. Thais Play 
15 founded on the Story of Mary Carleton, the 
German Princeſs: See her Lite 1n oftavo. 


e Mon/1e ur P. P R 

The Author of an Opera, call'd Ariadne, or 
T he Marriage of Bacchus: being a Vocal Re- 
preſentation, tranſlated out of French, and put 
into Muſick by Mr. Grabat, Maſter of his Ma- 
jcity's Muſick; and aQted by the Royal-Acade- 
my of  ufick, at the Theatre-Royal in Covent 
Garden; printed 49. Lond. 1674. and dedicated 

to King Charles the Second 
DB. 


— . 14& tw 
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S..P. 


An Author, which I take to be Samuel! Por- 
age, who publiſh'd a Play.of Seneca's, with 
Notes, call'd Troages; to which 1s 'annex'd 
ſomePoems on ſeveral Occaſions; all which are 
printed together oftavo Lond. 1660. 


wy 7 


An Author that publiſht a Play, call'd 7he 
Extravagant Shepheard; a Paltoral Comedy, 
tranſlated from the French of M. CorneiHte Ju- 
nior; printed 42.Lond. 1654. and dedicated to 
Mrs. 7 hornhill, Wife to Coll. Rich. T hornhill, 
of Ollantigh in Kent. This Play is founde&on 
a Romance, call'd Ly/is, or The Extravagant 
Shepheard, in Folto. 


W.R. 


The Author of a Piece, which I never ſaw, 
call'd Three Lord's and Ladies of London. 


Mr. S. Mr. of Arts. 


The Authorof a Right, Pithy, Pleaſant, and 
Merry Comedy, Entituled Gammer Gorton's 
Needle; play'd on the Stage near a hundred 
Year ago, in Chr:/ts Colledge in Cambridge; 
prutted 1n a Black Letter 4. Lond. 1661. 


]. S. 


Four Plays are printed under theſe Letters ; 
v12, a Maſque, call'd ce Maquarade du Ciel, pre- 
ſented to the Great Queen of the Little World; 
printed 4<, Zond. 1640. and dedicated to the 

| Queen. 
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Queen. A Paſtoral, call'd Phillzs of Scyros, 
tranſlated from the /?alian of C. Guidubaldo dr 
Bonarelht ; and printed 4.9.Lond. 1655. A'Tra- 
gedy, whoſe Name is Andromana, or The Mer- 
chant's Wife; printed 42. Lond.1660. This Play 
:8 Jounded on Sr. Phil. Sianey's Romance, call'd 
Arcadia, 1n Fol. ſee the Story of Plaugus,p.1s 5. 
And a Comedy, call'd The Prince of Priggs Re- 
vels, or The Praftices of that Grand T hief Cap- 
{ain James Hinde ; printed 4.*. Lond. 16---- 


S. S. 
* The Author of a Play, call'd The Honeft 
Lawyer, a Comedy atted by the Queens Ma- 
xfty's Servants, and printed 42. Lond. 1616. 


LT. 


Under theſe Letters, are two Plays ; the firſt 
call'd Grim the ny Croyden, or The De- 
vil and his Dame with the Devil and St.Dunſtan; 
printed oftavo Lond.1662. This Play is bound 
with two others, viz. Thorpy Abby, or eMar- 
11age Broker, under the Title of Gratis Thea- 
trales, or A Choice of Ternary of Engliſh Plays. 
The fecond Play is, L. Annaus Seneca's T roas, 
a Tragedy tranſlated from the Lazzn, and print- 
ed 4». Lond. 1686. 


C. W. 2.e. Chriſtopher W asF. 


An Ingenious Perſon, lately deceas'd ; being 
one of the Squire Bedles in the Very of 
Oxford. His Skill in Languages,particularly in 
Latin and Greek, is ſufficiently known Ny. the 

| earNn- 
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Lcarned World. He tranſlated ont of Greek the 
Elefra of Sophocks, and preſented it to Her 
Highneſs the Lady Elizabeth 5 printed 120. 
at the ZZague 1649. Several Tranſlations be- 
lides he has publiſh'd, as Gratms his Cynegeti- 
con, printed 39, Lond. 1654. and Priok's Hulk. 
of France : ſome of Tully's Orations, and his La- 
tin Dictionary, beſides other School-Books ; ſe- 
veral of which have been often reprinted, and 
all of them ſhew his Great Induſtry and Parts. 


E. W. 


A Perſon who was(tho' not the Author, yet) 
the Occaſion of the Publication of a Comedy, 
call'd Apollo Shroving,compos'd for the Scholars 
of the Free-School of Fadlergh, in Suffolk, and 
acted by them on Shrove-Tuc/day, Feb. 6. 1626. 
written by the School-Maſter of Hadleigh, and 


printed oftavo 1627. 


J. W. 


. The Author of a Play, call'd The Yalant 
Scot ; which was printed 49. Lond. 1637. and 
dedicated to the Right Honourable James, Mar- 
quels Hamilton, by the Publiſher or Promoter 
of the Copy to the Preſs, Mr. ;Hiam Bowyer. 


L.W. 


The Author of a Play, call'd Orgala, or The 
Fatal Error ; a Tragedy, wherunto 1s annexed 
a Preface,diſcovering the true Nature of Poe/te, 
with the proper uſe and Intention of ſuch pub- 
lick Divertiſements ; printed 4®, Lond. 1658. 

and 
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and dedicated to the-moſt accompliſh'd Lady, 
the Lady Frances Hildegoſs. 


eM. W. Maſter of Arts. 


Another Author, whoſe Play 1s bound in the . 
Ternary of Plays : "tis call'd The Marriage Bt 0- 
e 


&er,or 7 


Panaer, a Comedy printed 12». 1662. 


4 7 
The third Anthor concern'd in that Volume, 
having writ a Fragedy, call'd 7 hornby- Abby, or 
The London Maid. All theſe Plays are dedi- 
cated to William Anſtin Filq, by R. D. the Pub- 


hifher. 
W.W. 


The Tranſlator of a Comedy writ by Pl/au- 
irs, call'd cManachmi, printed 425. Lond. 151 ys. 
This Author had 795” wine ſeveral others in 
Manufcript, tho' they were never permitted 
20 come abroad in the World. 


—_— 


Unknown Authors. 


V E are now come to the laſt Diviſion of 

Authors, I mean thoſe whoſe Mode- 
ity, or other Reaſons, have hinder'd the pub- 
tication of their Names : and as we have Decy- 
phered ſome Authors an the toregoing Diviſion, 
apon ConjcCture, ſo we {hall not pretermat to 
rake Notice of ſuch Plays, whofe Authors we 
can any ways gueſs at in this. I ſhall Rank 
theſe, as I did the former, in an Alphabetical 
Mcthod. 
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 abdicated Prmce, or The Adventures of Forn 
Zears ; a Tragi-comedy, lately a&ted at Alba- 
R-galis, by leveral Perſons of Great Quality; 
and printed Lond 4% 1690. This Play contains 
the TranſaQions of the Courtand Nation, du- 
ring the Reign of the late King Zames, under 
fergned Names : there needs no C/avrs, the Per- 
ſons, being obv1ous to all Intelligent Perſons. 
The time of the Action 1s from the Coronation 
of King James, to the Landing of his preſenc 
Majeſty. | 

Abraham's Sacrifice, a Play which T never 
ſaw, bur do believe that 1t may poſfibly be 2 
Tranſlation from T heedore Peza. 

Alarum for 'T.ondon, or The Siege of An- 
twerpe ; with the Venturens As, and Valiant 
Deed's of the Lame Souldier; play'd by the Right 
Honourable, the Lord Chamberlain his Ser- 
vants, printed Lond. 1602. 

Albion, an Interlude ment1on'd by A7r tman, 
which I never faw. 

Albion's Triumph, perſonated in a Maſque at 
Court, by the King and Queens Majeſties, and 
the Lords the 2: yauw” after 7welfth-1Vight, 
1631. printed 49. Lond. 1631. Mr. /nigs Jones 
had a Share in the Contrivance of this Maſque. 

Albumazar, a Comedy preſented before the 
King's Majeſty at Cambridge, by the Gentlemen 
of 7rinity Colledge ; weaned 45. Lond. 163 4. 
This was reviv'd at the King's Houſe,” and a 
Prologue writ by Mr. Dryden : lee Miſcellan. 
Poems publith'd by him 8-. p. 279. 

Am a p 
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Aminta, a Paſtoral, tranſlated from the 7/4- 
kian of Torquato Tafſd; to which is added 4r- 
r:adne's Coniplaint, in Imitation of Anguilara, 
written by our Tranſlator; both printed in 
quarto Lond. 1628. 

Amorous Gallant, or Love in Faſhion ; a Co- 
medy 1n Heroick Verle, as it was acted, and 
printed 42.Zond. 1675. This Play has appeared 
abroad, under the Title of The Amoronus Oron- 
tus : It 1s tranſlated from a French Play,written 
by T5. Corneille, and call'd L' Amonr a /a mode. 
Tt 2s founded on a Sparnyſb Play, writ by Ant. de 
_—_ call'd by the ſame Name,(towit) Z/ Amor 
al uſo. | 

_— Old Woman, or 'T 1s well if it take ; 
2 Comedy ated by their Majelhies Servants, and 

rinted 42. Lond. 1684. I have been told this 
Þlay was writ by 7ho. Duffet : "tis printed with 
a New Title-page, call'd The Ford Laay. 

Arden of Feverſham 4s True and Lament- 
able Tragedy, who was moſt wickedly murthercd 
” the means of bis diſloyal Wife ; who for the 

ove ſhe bare to one Moſebic, hired two deſperate 
Ruffms, Black-will and Shak-bag, 7o &11/ bir : 
printed 49.Lond. 1599. in a Black Letter. The 
Story 1s to be found 1n theRe:gn of Edward the 
Sixth; ſee Hollingſhead, Goodwin, Hayward, 
Baker, Beard's Theatre of God's Fudgment, 
Book 2. Ch. 10. Edit. 4. and the ſecond part 
Chap. 6. added by Dr. Tho. T aylour. 

Arraignment of Paris, a Paſtoral, which I ne- 
ver ſaw ; but it 1s aſcribed by Arkman to Mr. 
W. Shakeſpear. 


B. 
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B. 
C . 

Battle of Alfazar, fought in Barbary, betweex 
Sebaſtian Ang of Portugal, and Abdelmelech 
King of Morocco ; with the Death of Captain 
Stulkels : play'd ſundry times, by the Lord 
HighAdmiral's Servants,printedggo.Lond.1y 94. 
For the Plot, ſeveral Authors mention the 
Story : the Zng/;ſþ Reader may find it in Hey- 
lin's Coſmography, and Fulker's Worthies. 

Band, Ruff, and Cuff ; an Interlude, which 
other Catalogues mention, but which I never 
ſaw. | 

Baſtard, a Tragedy; F mgm y 4%. Lond. 1652. 
The Plot of this 'Fragedy, and part of the Lan- 
guage, concerning Clare, Rodriguez, Balthazar 
and Mariana, 1s borrow'd from the Loves of 
Schiarra and Florelia, in the Enghſh Lovers - 
and Catilina's Supplying her Miltrels Harziana's 
Room on the Wedding Night, 1s founded on 
the Story of Roberto and //daura, 1n Gerardo 
the Unfortunate Spaniard, p. 87. 

 Þ loody Duke, or The Adventures for a Crown ; 
a Tragi-comedy, acted at the Court of Alba Re- 
galis, by ſeveral Perſons of Great Quality; by 
the Author of the Abarcated Prince, printed 4* 
Lond. 1690. This Play compriſes the publick 
Afﬀairs, from the firſt Diſcovery of the Popuſh- 
plot, to the Death of King Charles the Second. 


The Perſons are as eaſily known as in the for- 


mer. 
CG. 


Ce/ar's Revenge, a Tragedy which | never 
ſaw. 


Charles 
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Charles the Firſt King of England his Tra- 
geay ; printed 4o. Lond. 1649. and dedicated ro 
King Charles the Second, commended by a 
Copy of Verſes. 

Combat of Caps, a Maſque of which IT can 
give no Accagnt. 

Commons Andition, a Comedy which I ne- 
ver ſaw. 

« Conſtant Nymph, or T he Rambling Shepheard ; 
a Paſtoral acted at the Duke's Theatre, printed 
4. Lond. 1678. | 

Coſtly Whore, a Comical Hiſtory ated by the 
Company of Revels; printed 49. Lond. 1633. 

Contention between York and Lancaſter, with 
the Death of the Good Duke Humphrey, and 
the Baniſhment and Death of the Duke of Suf- 
folk; and the tragical End of the proud Cardinal 
of Wincheſter ; with the notable Rebellion of 
ack Cade, and the Duke of York's fir/t Claim to 
the Crown: printed 4* Lond. 1608. This Play 
is only the Second part of Shakeſpear's Henry 
the Sixth, with little'or no Variation. 

Counterfeits, a Comedy ated at the Duke's 
Theatre; printed 49.Lond.1679. This Comedy 
15 aſcribed by fome to Leanard; but I believe 
it too good to be his Writing : 'tis founded on 
a tranſlated Spaniſh Novel, call'd The Trapan- 
ner trapann'd, oftavo Lond. 1655. and I 'pre- 
ſume the Author may have fſcen a French 
Comedy, writ by 7 ho. Corneille, on the fame 
Subje&t, call'd D. Cuſar D' Avalos. 
» Counterfeit Bridegroom, or T he Defeated W1- 
dow ; a Comedy acted at His Royal Highneſs 
the Duke's Theatre, printed 49% Lond. 1677. 


T has | 
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This Play is only an Old Play of Middleton's, 
call'd No Ht like a Woman's, printed oftavo. 
Cremwell's Conſpiracy, a Tragi-comedy, 
which I never ſaw. 
Cruel Debtor, a Play only nam'd by Mr: 
Airkman. + 
Cupid's Whirligig, a Comedy ſundry times 
ated by the Children of his Majelty's Revels ; 
rinted 45. Lond. 1616. and dedicated by the 
Publiſher, to Mr. Robert Flayman. This Play 


' 1s part founded on Yoccace ; as for Inſtance, the 


Conveyance of: the Capraim, and Exhibition 
out of the Lady's Chamber, 1s founded on the 
Sixth. Novel, of the Seyenth Day ; and 1s the 
Ground-work of many other Plays, | 

Cyrus A7ng of Perſia, a Tragedy mention'd 
by Airman, which I never ſaw, 


D. 


Damoy and Pythias, a Hiltory, of which I 

can give no Account. 
' Debauchee, or T he Credulous Cuckold ; a Co- 
medy acted at his Highneſs the Duke of York's 
Theatre, and printed 4o. Loud. 1677. This 
Play 1s by ſome aſcrib'd ro Mrs. Behn; but is 
indeed only a Play. of Yrome's reviv'd, call'd 
A mad Couple well matcht. 

Deſtruttion of Feruſalem, a Play which TI 
never ſaw; but in the Catalogue printed 
with the 0/4 Law, 'tis aſcrib'd to one Thomas 
Legee. 

Dick Scorner, a Play mention'd in Mr. Xirb- 
man's Catalogue, but _ I never ſaw; nor 
I. dg 


— 
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do I. know what ſpecies of Dramatick Pottry 
It 18. | 

- Drume Maſque, printed in quarto Lond ---- 
The Title-page of mine 1s loſt, but''tis dedi- 
cared to General «Monk, by One Anthony Sad- 
ter, who I take to be the Author. 

E. 

Edward the Third his Reign, a Hiſtory ſun- 
dry times play'd about the City of Zonaon ; 
printed 4% Lond. 1599. The Plot 1s founded 
on Engliſh Chronicles : See Yal/mgham, M. 
Weſtmmſter, Fabian, Froiſſart, Pol. Virgil, Hol- 

| ling ſhead, Stow, Speed, gyc. See beſides /£cha- 
3 fins Major, and a Novel call'd 7 he. Counteſs of 
Salisbury oCtavo, tranſlated from the French. 
Elvira, or T he worſt not always true ; a Co- 
medy written by a Perſon of Quality, (ſuppos'd 
to be the Lord D7gbp) and printed 42. Lond. 
1667. 
: Empreſs of Morocco, a Farce atted\by His 
# Majeſt;'s Servants ; ſaid to be writ by T hens 
1, Dafjet, and printed 4.9. Lond. 1674. 
neliſh Princeſs, or The Death of Richard 
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Ws the Third; a Tragedy in Heroick Verſe, aferr- 
ji bed to Mr. Zohn Carel, and printed 4®. Lond. 
kt 1673. For the Plot, ſee Fabian, Pol. Yirgil, 
A As, Grafton, Stow, Speed, Baker, oyc. 
' Engliſh-men for Money, or A Woman will 
have her Will ; a pleaſant Comedy divers times 
| acted with great app/auſe; printed 4». Lond. 
I 626. 
Enough's as good as a Feaft, a Comedy,which 
I never ſaw, but mentioned by Mr. A7r4man. 
Every 
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Every Woman in her Humour, a Comedy, 
printed quarto Lond. 1609. 


HF. 


FaFions Citizen, or The Melancholy Yifioner ; 
a Comedy acted at the Duke's Theatre ; and 
printed quarto Zoud. 1685. 

Fair Em, the Miller's Daughter of Manche- 
ſter ; with the Love of William the Conqueror ; 
a pleaſant Comedy ſundry times publickly ated 
in the Honourable City of Zondon,by the Right 
Honourable, the Lord S7range his Servants ; 
printed quarto Lond. 1631. 

Fair Maid of Briſtow, a Comedy play'd at 
' Hampton, before the King and Queen's moſt 
Excellent Majeſties; printed quarto Zond. 16og, 
in a Black Letter. 

Falſe Favourite diſgrac'd, and the Reward of 
Loyalty ; a Tragi-comedy neyer acted, printed 
ottavo Lond. 1657. This Play 1s aſcribed to 
George Gerbier D'Ouvilly. 

Fatal Fealouſie, a T ragedy acted at the Duke's 
Theatre, and aſcribed by ſome to Mr. Pane; 
printed quarto Zond.1673. Part of the Plot 1s 
in Johannes Gigas's Poſtills : See beſides T he- 
atre of God's Fudgments, 24 part p. 55. Onfor- 
Zunate Lovers, Nov. 1. 

Ferigned Afrologer, a Comedy tranſlated from 
the French of «Men/ieur Corneille ; and printed 
49. Lond. 1668. 'The Plot of thas Play | which 
is borrow'd:from Calderon's ZE] Aftrologo fing ids] 
is' made ule of 1n the Story of the French Mar- 
gueſs, 1n the 7/luſtrious Baſ/a, when he play'd 
the part of the Fejzned Aſtrologer. 

LS 4  Fidete 
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Fidele and Fortunatus : 1 know not what ſort 
of Play 1t 1s, whether Comedy or Tragedy, hav- 
ing never feen it; but in Old Catalogues 'tis 
aſcribed to T homas Barker. 

Fleora's Y agaries, a Comedy acted at the The- 
atre-Royal,by His Majeſty's Servants : aſcribed 
to Mr. Rhodes, and printed quarto Lond. 1670. 
This Plot of Orante's making uſe of the Fryar, 
to carry on her Intrigue with Zxdovico, is 
founded on Yoccace, Day 3. Nov. 3. 

Free-Will, a Tragedy, which I know not 
where or when printed, the Title-page of Mine 
being loſt. "Twas written Originally an 77a- 
lan 6 F. N. B. which I take to be Franciſcus 
Wiger Baſjentimus, and was tranſlated into En- 
gliſh by HZ. C. that 1s Henry Cheek. "Tis print- 
ed in an Old Zxg/;ſh Charatter. 

Fuleins and Lucrelle, a Piece of which I can 
give no Account having never ſeen it. 


CG. 


Ghoſt , or The Woman wears the Breeches 
a Comedy writ 1n the Year 1640. and printed 
quarto Lond. 1650. 
HH. 


Hell's Higher Court of Tuftice, or The Tryal 
of the T hree Politick Ghoſts, viz. Oliver Crom- 
well, Xing of Sweden, and Cardinal Mazarine ; 
printed quarto Lond. 1661. 

Hiſtrwomaſtix, or The Player whipt ; printed 
quarto Zond. 1610. This Play was writ in the 


time of Queen £/72abeth, tho' not printed till 


aiterwards; as appears by the laſt Speech, 
| ; | Foken 
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ſpoken by Peace to Aftrea, under which Name 
the Queen 1s ſhadowed, 

Henry the Fifth his Yittories, containing the 
Flonourable Battle of Agin-court ; a Hiltory, 
ated by the Kings Majeſties Servants, printed 
quarto Lond, 1617. For the Plot, ſee the Em- 
ghſh Chronicles, as Flollingſhead, Stow, Speed, 


Flettor, or The Falſe Challenge ; a Comedy 
written in the Year i655. and printed quarto 
Lond. 1656. I know. not the Lathoe of this 
Play ; butT think 1t may vye with many Co- 
medies writ fince the Reſtauration of the 
Stage. 

Hiyppolitus, a Tragedy, which ( as I have 
been told) 1s printed 1n octavo, and tranſlated 
from Seneca by Edmund Preſiwith. For the 
Plot, ſee the Poets, as Ov:d's Epiltle of Phe- 
ara to Fyppolitus : his Metamorpho/ts, Lib. 6. 
Pre. An. Lib. 7. &c. 

Hoffman 4is Tragedy, or A Revenge for a Fa- 
ther ; acted divers times with great applauſe, 
at the Phanix in Drury-lane ; and printed 49. 
Lond. 1631. This Play was adopted by One 
Hugh Perry, and by him ſcnt to the Preſs, and 
dedicated to his Honoured Friend Mr. Richard | 
Rihoert. 

How a Man may chuſe a Good Wife from a 
Bad; a pleaſant conceited Comedy, ſundry 
times acted by the Earl of Yorcefter's Servants; 
and printed 4*®. Lond. 1634. The Story of An- 
ſelme's ſaving of Young Arthar's Wite, by tak- 
ing her out of the Grave, and carrying her to 
his Mother's Houſe, is the Subje& ot other 

L1.3 Plays : 
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Plays: and ſuch a Story 1s related in ſeveral 
Novels ; ſee the 9. Nov. of the Pleaſant Com- 
panion (printed octavo £ond.r684.) call'd Love 
mm the Grave. But the Novel which I take to 
be the foundation of this Play, 1s in Cyntho 
Giraldi, Dec. 3. Nov. 5. 


#. 


Tacob and Eſau, an Interlude mentioned in 
former Catalogues, which I never ſaw: tho' 
tis eaſy to guels that 'tis founded on Scripture 
Story ; ſee Gene/rs Ch. 25, 26, gc. See beſides 
Foſephus Lib. 1. Torneltt Annals, oc. 

Zack Drum's Entertainment, or T he Comedy 
of Paſquil and Katherine ; ſundry times atted 
by the Children of Pau/'s, and printed 49. Lond. 
1616. eMammon's poyloning Katherme's Face, 
reſembles the Uſage of Demagoras to Parthenta, 
in Argalus and Parthenta. 

Jack Jrggler, ſtiled a Comedy by Old Cata- 
logues ; of which (having never feenit) I can 


give no Account. 

go Straw's Life and Death, a Notable Re- 
bel in F'ngland ; who was &i/led mm Smith-fields 
by the Lord Mayor of London - printed quarto 
Lond. 1593. This Play, I know not for what 
reaſon, 1s divided into but four Acts, For the 
Plor, ſee the Engliſh Chronicles, as Pol. Yireil, 
Hollighhead, Stow, Speed, x. 1n the Reign of 
King Rrchard the Second. 

James the Fourth, a Hiſtory mentioned in 
former Catalogues, which I never ſaw ; but T 
ſuppoſe the Play is ſounded on the Story of the 
King of Scotland of that Name. 

Fere- 
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Feronymo, the Firſt part; with the Wars of 
Portugal, or The Spaniſh Tragedy ; containing 
the Life and Death of Dow Audraa: a Tra- 
gedy, printed 4*. Lond. 160x. 

Jeronyms ts mad again, or The Spaniſh Tra- 
geay; containing the Lamentable End of D. Zo- 
ratio, and Bellimperia ; with the pittiful Dearh 
of Zeronymo : printed quarto Zond.1623. This 
Play has been divers times acted, and ſeveral 


Lines have been quoted out of it, by ſeveral 


Authors ; as thoſe may ſee that will read over 
Every man in his Humour, Bird in a Cage, Loye 
will find out the way, (x. 

mpatient Poverty, {hled a Comedy by ſome 
Catalogues. "This Play I never ſaw. 

Imperial Tragedy ; taken out of a LatinPlay, 
and very much altered, by a Gentleman for his 
own Diverſion; who on the importunity of 
Friends, conſented to have it publithed, but 
without his Name : Becauſe many { fays 
he) do cenſure Plays according to therr Opi- 
nion of the Author. This Play was printed 
Fol. Lond.1669. and has been ated (if I miſtake 
not) at the Nurſery in Zarbican. For the Story, 
fee Marcellus, and Caffndorus, in their Chro- 
nicles concerning Zenon. See belides Zonaras,, 
Haronius, Godeau, (Fc. 

{nterlude of Touth, an Old, Serious, Inftru- 
Ave Piece; written in Verſe, and printed at 
Landon in quarto, 1n an Old Character : As to 
the Date hereof, or the Title-page, I am 1gno- 
rant, mine being loſt. 

Fohn the Evangeliſt, 2 Piece which 1 never 

W. | 
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5 26 An Account of the 


page of both ſhew the Subje@ Divine. 

FJovial Crew, or The Devil turned Ranter ; 
an Interlude which T never ſaw; tho' bein 
mentioned in Mr. A7rkman's Catalogue, I coul 
not omit 1t. 

K. 


King and Queen's Entertainment at Rich- 


mond, after therr Departure from Oxtord ; in 


a Maſque preſented by the moſt INuſtrious Prince 
Prince Charles,Sept.12.-1636. printed 49. Loud, 
1636.and dedicated to the Majelty of the Queen 
of Great Britain, by a Copy of Verſes of Ten 
Lines. The Occaſion of cM Maſque was the 
Queen's. Deſire to ſee the Primce ( not much a- 
bove fix Years of Age)dance. The Dances were 
compos'd by Szmon Hopper ;\the Mulick by Mr. 
Charles Hopper - and - « parts of the Captain 
and Drayd, were atted fo well by the then Ls. 
Buckhurſt, and Mr. Edward Sackyile, that it 
proved that Genuine Action was not ſo much 
confined to the Stage, but that a Gentleman 
might reach it, if not tranſcend it. 

Anack how to know an Honeſt Man, a Comedy 
which I could never meet with. 

Knack how to know a Knaye, a molt pleaſant 
and merry Comedy,ſfundry times play'd by Edw. 
Allen ; with Kemp's Applauded Merriments of 
the Men of Goteham, in Receiving the King 
1nto Fotcham ©: printed quarto Lond.1s 94. The 


Edgar, Ethenwald and Alſreda. ' See Malnme 


Scrious part of this Play 1s the Story Hahn | 
bury, Pol. Virgil, Walſmgham, Grafton, Stow, Ge. | 
: The 


Foſeph's AfAifions, another: tho' the Title- 
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- The Play 1s printed in Old Black Letter, and 
lays open the Vices of the Age, being detected 
by Honeſty. 

Kinave in grain,new vampt; a Comedy atted at 
the Foriune, many Days together, wath great 
ppplanie; and printed 49. Loud. 1640. This 
Play has given Subject to the late Novels, as 
Zulio's Cheating his Drunken Gueſts (A& 3%) 
1s repeated by A7rkman, in the Third part of 
. the Enghſh Rogue Ch. 13. His Cheating the 
Countryman of the piece of Gold, A 5** 15 re- 
vived 1n the Account of the laſt Froſt 1684. 1a 
octavo p. 46. 1 

Knavery in all Trades, or The Coffee-Houſe ; 2 
Comedy acted in the Chri/tmas Holy-days, by 
ſeveral Apprentices with great Applauſe; 
printed quarto Lond. 1664. I know not with 
what Applauſe it might be atted privately; 
but I preſume it would not meet with Succeſs 
on the Stage in Dorſet Garden, nay nor in the 
Nurlery, = I can find no Plot 1n 1t. 


L 


Lady Alimony, or The Alimony-Lady ; an Ex- 
cellent pleaſant Comedy; duly authoriſed, dat- 
ly afted, and frequently followed : printed 49. 
Lond. 1659. 

Late Revolution, or The Happy Ghange ; a 
Tragi-comedy ated throughout the Engliſh 
Domin1ons, 1n the Year 1688. Wratten by a 
Perſon of Quality, and printed Lond. 1590. 
This Play begins from the Birth of the late 
Prance of Wales, to the Arrival'of Our pn 
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Majeſty at Zxeter ; and concludes the whole 
Cataſtrophe of our late Afairs. 
Laws of Nature, a Play which I never ſaw. 
Levellers levelled, or The Independents Con- 
ſpiracy to root out Monarchy ; an Interlude writ- 
ten by cMercarins Pragmaticus; printed quarto 

1647. Who this Author is, under this Dil- 
_-_ I know not: but 'tis eaſy to diſcover 

im a Royahſt, by his Dedication to King 
Charles the Second; and an Enemy to Zilh, 
the Almanack-maker, whom he laſhes under 
the Name of Orlotro. 

Liberality and Prodigality, a Comedy which 

I can give no Account. 

Lingua, or The Combat of the Tongue, arid the 
» Frue Senſes for Superiority ; a pleaſant Comedy, 
printed quarto Lond. ----- Mr. Winſtanley 
fays, That the late Uſurper O/zver, acted the 
part of Tafus, in Cambrickee, which firſt 1n- 
{pired him with Ambition: See his Account 
of Ant. Brewer, to whom ( through miltake } 
he aſcribes this Play, | 

London Chantichers, a Witty Comedy, full 
of Various and Delightful Mirth ; often ated 
with great applauſe, -and printed quarto Zend. 
3659. This Play, or rather rages for 'tis 
not diyided into Afts, is of the Baſſe Comedy, 
writ by the French ; the Scene lying entirely 
amongſt Perſons of the loweſt Rank. 

. Look about you, a pleaſant Comedy, played 
by the Right Honourable, the Lord High Ad- 
miral's Servants, and printed 49. Lond. 1600. 
For the Hiſtorical part, ſee the Chronicles 1n 
the Reign-of King Henry the Second ; vis..Zo!. 
Firg. Speed, Baker, Daniele. Lowe 
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KT ove itt it s £xraſie, or T he large Prerogative ; 
a kind of Royal-Paſtoral, written long Ge by 
a Gentleman | ſuppoſed by Mr. Kirkman, T know 
not on what ground, to be One Peaps] Student 
at Eaton; add printed quarto Lond.1649. The 
Author was not ſeventeen Years of Age when 
this was writ ; .on which Account I think the 
Play may paſs Muſter, with others of thoſe 
Times. 

Loſt Lady, a Tragi-comedy, which I never 
read, or ſaw but once, and which I remember 
was printed in Folo. | - 

Love a-la-mode, a Comedy ated with great 
applauſe, at M:adleſex Houle; written by 2 
| Perſon of Honour, and printed 49. Lond. 1663. 
This Play 1s juſtified by the Author,in his Pre- 
face, and. uſhered into the World by three Co- 
pres of Verfes; nor 1s the Play altogether un- 
deſerving Commendation. | 

Lummnalia, or 7he Feſtwoal of Light 5 per- 
ſonated in a Maſque at Court, by the Queen's 
Majeity and Her Ladies, on Shrove-Tuc/day 
Night 1637. and printed 49. Lond. 1637, The 
Famons Mr. ip Prong Surveyor of Her Ma- 
Jelty's Works, had a Hand in the Contrivance 
of this Maſque, by Her Majelty's Command. 
The Invention conſiſting of Darkneſs and 
Light: the Night preſented the firlt Ant. 
maſque, and the Subject of the Main-maſque 
is Laght. But for the clearer Information of 
the Reader, I refer him to the Maſque it ſelf. 


M. 
e Manhood and Wiſdom, a Play mentioned by 


other 


A, 


540 An Actount of the 


other Authors, of which I, can give no Ac- 
count, never having ſeen it. -* 3 

eMarcus Tultius Cicero, that Famous Ro- 
man Orator, his Tragedy; printed quarto 
Lond.1651. T1 know not whether ever this Play 
was ated; but it ſeems to me to be written in 
Imitation of Zen. Johnſon's Cataline. For the 
Plot, fee Plutarch in his Life : See likewiſe his 
own Works, 7/t. Cicerontana, Lambin ; as alfo 
Dion, Appian, Gr. 

«Marriage of Wit and Science, an Interlude 
which I never ſaw. 

_—_— of Flowers ; preſented by the Gentle- 
men of Grays-7nn, at the Court at Hhrichall, 
in the PBanguetting-houſe upon 7 welfth-Night 
13632. Being the Pal of the Solemnaties-and 
Magnificences which were performed at the 
Marriage of the Right Honourable, the Earl 
of Sommerſet, and So Lady Frances, 0%. rn 
of the Earl of Saffo/t, Lord Chamberlain ; 
printed 4». Lond. 1614. This Maſque 1s dedz- 
cated to Sir Francis Facon, Attorney General 
to King James the Firlt, | 

eMaſſenello, (but rightly Tomaſo Amelh dt 


| Malfa, General of the Neopolitans) his Tragedy ; 


or 7 he Rebellion of Naples : printed in otavo 
Lond. 1631. This Play was written by a 
Gentleman, who was an Eye-witneſs where 
this was really ated, upon that Bloody Stage, 
the Streets of Naples, An. D. 1647] 'Tis dedi- 
caged to John C:2/ar, of Hyde-Hall,in the Coun- 
ty of Hertford Eſquire, by his Kinſman T. B. 
the Publiſher. For the Plot, or rather the Hi- 
ſt-ry, read Mexander Giraffi's Hiſtory of us 
pred, 
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ples, tranſlated by 7. Howe//: See beſides Du 


HYerdier Hiſtoire Univerſelle, vc. 
eMercurins Britannicas, or The Engliſh [n- 
zelligencer ; a T ragi-comedy acted at Parzs with 
great applauſe, printed 1641. The Subject of 
this Play 1s about the Buſineſs of Ship-money 5 
the Judges being arraign'd under feigned 
Names : as for Example, Jultice Z7uton,, 1s 
called Horten/ius ; and Juſtice Cook, Corvus Acts 
has : Prin 1s allo introduced under the;/Name 
of Prinner. There are but Four Ads, and of 
the Fifth, the Epilogue gives the follown 
Account. * It 1s determine by the /£9ls, the 
«Miſtreſs of publick Plays, that the next Day 
© (by Fove's Permillion) the Fifth At ſhall be 
© ated upon Zyber ; I ſhould ſay Tyburne, by a 
©New Society of Abalamites. Yrve le Roy. 
«Merry Devil of Edmonton, a Comedy atted 
ſundry umes by his Majeſty's Servants, at:the 
Globe on the Bank-fide, and printed 4o. Lond. 
1655. This Play is ſaid by A7rkman, to be 
writ by Shakeſpear ; tho' finding. no Name to 
it, I have placd it amongſt thoſe that are Ano- 
_—_— This Play 1s founded on the Hiſtory 
of One Peter Fabel, of whom ſee Fa/ler's Wor- 
thies in Middleſex, p. 186. See other Chro- 
nicles 1n the Reign of Henry the $1xth. 
e Morning Ramble, or The Town Humours ; 
a Comedy acted at the Duke's Theatre, printed 
49. Lond.1673. This Play 1s ſaid to be written 
by One Mr, Pane, and may be accounted a good 
Comedy. | | 
eMucedorus, the King's Son of Valencia, and 
Amadine the Amg's Daughter of Arraggn; awe 
the 
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the Merry Conceits of Mouſe : a Comedy afted 
by his Highneſs's Servants at the G/obe, and be. 
fore the King's Majeſty at #4:tchall on Shrove- 
T ucfday Night ; printed 4*. 1668. This Play 
1s ſaid by former Catalogues to have been writ 
by Shakeſpear ; and was, I preſume, printed be- 
fore this Edition. It has been frequently the 
Diverſion of Country-people', in Chri/tmas 
Time. 

eMuſe of New-market, - containing Three 
Drolls ; vis. Merry Milk-maid's of Ilington, or 
The Rambling Gellants defeated : Love ha mm the 
Dark, or The Drunken Couple : Politick Whore, 
or The Conceited Cuckold : atted at New-market, 
and printed quarto Lond. 1681. All thele Three 
Drolls are ſtollen (as I remember) from Plays : 
but not having them by me, I cannot tell the 

rticulars. 

Miſtaken Beauty, or The Lyar ; a Comedy 
ated by their Majeſties Servants, at the The- 
atre-Royal, printed quarto Lond 1685. This 
Comedy is tranſlated from a Play ot P. Cor- 
neifies, calld Le Menteur. 


N. 


Nero's Trageay, printed Lond.-in quarts. 
This Play was 1n former Catalogues call'd Ne- 
ro newly awritten ; becauſe 'twas writ after that 
of Claudius Tiberins Nero ; which through 


Kirkman's want of Knowledge in Hiſtory, he - 


call'd Nero's Life and Death: which led me 
3nto the ſame Miſtake, till I came to read both 
Plays. I know not when either of them were 


printed or when printed, the 'T —_—— - 
| ot 
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both my Plays being wanting. For the Hiſto- 
ry of Domitius Nero; conſult Suetonius in Vit. 
Neronis Aurelins Yor. Tacitus, Sulpitius Se- 
verus, Auguſtimus ade Cruit. Dei, Euſebius, oc, 

New Cuſtom, an Interlude no lefs witty ( if 
we believe the Title-page)than pleaſant; print- 
ed in a Black Letter, quarto Lond.1573. This 
Play 1s ſo contriv'd, that Four Perſons may a& 
it; and the Deſign of it 1s againſt Popery, and 
to juſtify Reformation, which then flouriſhed in 
Queen £Zlizaberh's Reign. This Play conſiſts 
ot 3. Ads, but is written in Verſe throughout: 
ſo that had Mr. Dryden (>) ever ſeen this Play, 
he might better have quoted it than Gondtbert, 
(which beſides _ writ ſeventeen Years be- 
text this, 1s not in Rime) to prove the Anti- 
quity of Verſe. 

y" ge: 4 Farr, a Tragi-comedy 1n Two 

arts ; the Firſt of which I never faw : but.the 
Second part T have by me, and the Title of it 
is, New-market Fair, or Miſtreſs Parliaments 
New #igaries; written by the Man in the 
Moon, and printed at 7ou may go look, in quarto 
1649. The Deſign of it 1s to expoſe the-Rehbels 
then 1n power. | ES 

Nice Wanton, a Comedy, which T\never ſaw. 

No Boay, and Some Boay ; with the truc 
Chronicle Hiſtory of Elydure, who was fortu- 
nately three ſeveral times crown'd Kimg of Eng- 
land : acted by the Qyeen's Majefttes Servants 
and printed quarto Loxd.---- For the Hiſtorical 
part of this Play,.conſult Grafton, Holling ſhead, 
Pol. Virgil, Lloyd,Gc. * Tis not dividediinto Ads, 
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Old Fives Tale, a Play of which I can ſay 
nothing, having never een 1t. | 

Orlando Furioſo, One of the Twelve Peers 
France, his Hiſtory - acted before the Queen's 
Majeſty, and printed quarto Lond. 1594. This 
Play is not divided into Ats ; bur 1s founded 
upon the Epick Poem of Arzofto, fo called, and 
tranſlated into Engliſh by Sir Fohn Harrington, 

” of 

Paſtor Fido, or The Faithful Shepheard; a 
Paſtoral, tranſlated out of 77a/7an into Engliſh, 
printed quarto Zonud. 1602. This was the firſt 
Verſien of the Famous Cuarmz into Engliſh ; 
and was Excellent for thoſe Times. The Au- 
thor, tho? his Name be unknown, was nearly 


related to Sir Kaward Demock, Queen Eliza- 
beth's Champion ; to whom after the Author's 


| Deceaſe, the Bookſeller dedicated it. 


Pathomachia, or The Pattle of AfﬀeFtions, 
ſhadowed by a Feigned Siege of the City Patho- 
polis: printed quarto Zonud. 1630. This Play 
was written ſome Years before ; and publiſhed 
by Fr. Conftable, a Friend of the Deceas'd Au- 
thor's, and by him dedicated to the Lord 
Hunadſdon. This 1s the ſame Play with that call- 
ed Love's Loadſlone. 


Patient Grifſel, 2 Comedy, (fay ancient Av- 


thors) which tho' I never ſaw, I preſume 1s 
founded on that Famous oy in PBoccacio, I 


mean the laſt Noyel in his Book. 
| Ped/ars 
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Pedlers Prophecy, a Comedy, mentioned in 
former Catalogues, of which I can give no 
Account. 

Philotus, a very Excellent and DeleAtable Co- 
medy ( as we are told in the Preface ) wherein 
we may perceive the great Inconveniencies 
that fall out 1n the Marriage between Old Age, 
and Youth. This Play 1s printed at Zdimburgh, 
in an Old Black Letter, An. Dom. 1612. Some 
People have miſtaken this Play for Danze/'s 
Philotas ; but this 1s-of a different Subject, and 
kind of Verſe, and 1s printed 1n S$7anzas. 

Prmaer of Wakefield, a Comedy, which I 
have once ſeen; printed tn 49. (as I remember) 
Lond. 1632. or thereabours. 

Piſa's Conſpiracy, a Tragedy acted at the 
Duke's Theatre; printed 4*.Lond.1676. This 
Play 1s only the Tragedy of Nero (before men- 
tion'd) Reviv'd, and printed verbatzm. For the 
Plot, ſee Sueronins, 7 acitus, oc. | 

Presbyterian Laſh,or NoCtrofte's Maid whip? 
a Tragi-comedy, acted 1n the Great Room at the 
Pye Tavern at Algate, by Nofroff the Prieſt, 
and ſeveral of his Pariſhioners, at the Eating 
of a Chine of Beef. The Firſt part printed for 
the uſe of Mr. Noftroffe's Friends. This Play 1s - 
dedicated to Mr. Zach. VofFroffe, by F.K. which 
I rake to be Fr. Kirkman. IT know not whether 
ever there were a Second part extant, or no. 

Promiſes of God manifeſted ; this I never ſaw. 

' Promus and Caſſandra, in Two parts. Theſe 
are mention'd 1n other Catalogues, though 1 
can give no Account of either. 


Mm Queen, 


_—_ 
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Queen, or The Excellency of her ſex ;, an Ex- 
cellent Old Play, found out by a Perſon of Ho- 
nour, and given to the Publiſher, Alexander 
Gonughe ; Jones 49. Lond. 1653. This Play 1s 


dedicated by him to the Lady Katherine Mo- 


hun, Wife to Lord Warwick Mobun, Baron of 


Oakehampton. This Publiſher is applauded by 
two Copies of Verſes before the Play. The 
Plot of Sala//a's Swearing Yelaſco not to fight, 
is founded on a Novel, ſaid to be Zandeho's, 
which the Reader may peruſe in Les Dixbuit 
Hiftoires Tragicques, par Fr. De Belleforeſt, 89. 
Nov. 13. p. 285. 


R. 


WRampant Alderman, or News from the Ex- 
change ; a Farce, printed quarto Lond. 1685. 
This Farce 1s patcht up out of ſeveral Plays, 
as Fine Companion, (oe. 

»Reformation, a Comedy acted at the Duke's 
Theatre, and [ 49. Lond. 1673. This 
Play is aſcribed to Mr. Arrow/mith ; and is a 
very good Comedy. 

Rehearſal, a Comedy ated at the 'Theatre- 
Royal ; printed [4** Edit. ] quarto Lond. 1683. 
This Play 1s aſcribed to S Late Duke of 
Buckingham, and will ever be valued by Inge- 
nous Men. There are ſome who pretend to 
furniſh a C/avis toit; my Talent not lying to 
Politicks, I know no more of it, than that the 
Author laſhes feyeral Plays of Mr. Dryden ; as 
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Conqueſt of Granada, Tyranick Love, Love in a 
Nunnery ; and ſome pallages of other Plays ; 
as 7 be Siege of Rhodes, /irgin Widow, Slighted 
Maid, Villain, Engliſh «Monſieur, oc. 

« Relzgrons Rebel, a Tragi-comedy 1n quarto, 
which I have only once ſeen; but.can give no 
Account of.” 


Orrginal of Dr. F7/d's Henefice, which 1s now 
In print. 

' Revenge, or A Match im New-gate ; a-Come- 
dy acted at the Duke's Theatre, and printed 
quarto Lond. 1680. This Play 1s aſcribed to 
Mrs. Behn ; but 1s indeed a Play of Mar/ton's 
revived, and called 7 he Dutch Cartezan. 

Rrvals, a Tragi-comedy 1n quarto, which at 
preſent I have not; bur have heard Mr. Cade. 
man, for whom ( as I think) it was printed, 
fay it was writ by Sir W7ll. D' Avenant. : 

Robin Hood's Paſtoral May Games ; which 1 
know not. 


Robin Hood, and his Crew of Souldiers ; of + 


the ſame Stamp, and which I never ſaw. 
Romulus and Fer/ilia, or T he Sabine War ; 
a Tragedy aQted at the Duke's Theatre, and 
printed quarto Lond. 1683. For the Plot, ſee 
Livy, lib. 1. Ovidit Met. hb. 14. Plut. m YVit.Ro- 
mult ; Flortts, Dionyſus FHallicarna//eus Yelleins 
Paterculns, Eutrop. &c. 
Royal Maſque at Hampton-Court, preſented 
| M m 2 ON 
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on Sunday Night, being the Eighth of January 
1604. and perſonated by the Queen's Moſt Ex- 
cellent Majeſty, attended by Eleven Ladies of 
Honour ; printed quarto Lond. 1604. 

«Royal Yoyage, or The Iriſh Expedition ; a 
Trag1-comedy,printed quarto Zonud.1690. The 
Subje& of this Play. is known by the Title. 


Salmacida Spolia, a Maſque preſented by the 
King and Queen's Majeſties, at # b:iteball on 
Tueſday, the 21't of January 1639. and printed 
quarto Lond. 1639. The Invention, Orna- 
ment, Scenes, and Machines, with their De- 
{criptions, were made by Mr. /ngo Zones, Sur- 
veyor General of His Majeſty's Works. What 
was ſpoken, or ſung, by Sir #74. D Avenant ; 
and the Mulick was. compos'd by Mr. Zew:s 
Richard, Maſter of Her Majeſties Muſick. 

Stcelides, a Piſcatory, ated 1n Kings Colledge 
in Cambridge ; and printed quarto Lord. 1631. 
The Serious parts of this Play, are moſt writ 
in Verſe; with Choraus's between the Acts. 
Perindus, telling to Armillus the Story of Glau- 
cus, Scy/la, and Circe, At 1. Sc. 4. 15 taken from 
Ovid's Met. [ib. 13. Atychbus fighting with, and 
killing the Orb, that was to have. devoured 
Olynaa, is an Imitation of Perſeus &y Andro- 
meda, Ovid. Met. lib. 4. or elle Orlanao Furtoſo, 


Book eleventh. 


Shoomaker's Holyday, or The Gentle-Craft ; 


with the Flumorous Life of Simon Eyre, Si 
acted 


maker, aud Lord Mayor of London: a Comedy 
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ated before theQueen's molt Excellent Majeſty, 
on New-Year's Day at Night, by the Right Ho- 
nourable the Earl of NVortingham, Lord High 
Admiral his Servants; printed 49. Lond. 1657. 
This Play 1s dedicated, To all Good Fellows, 
Profeflors of the Gent/e-Craft, of what Degree 
ſoever. For the Plot, I can dire& you to no 
other, but the Book of the Gentle-Craf?, in 


Quarto. 

Siege of Conſtantinople, a Tragedy ated at 
the Duke's Theatre; and printed quaito Lond. 
1675. For the Plot ſee Chalcoconay/as, Con- 

ftantinopolis a Mahammaaa, Secund. Expugnata. 
Paulus Fouins, Fen. Pantaleon, Knoles, (Fc. 


Sr Clyomon, Knight of the Golcan-ſhield, Son 
to the King of Denmark ; and Clamydes, 7he 
White Knight, Son to the King of Swavia, (both 
Valiant Eights) their Hiſtory : printed quarto 
Lond. 1599. This Play 1s written in Old Fa- 
ſhion'd Verſe, and is very heavy in Reading. 

Sir Gyles Gooſe-cappe, Anght ; a Comedy 
acted with great applauſe, at the Private-houſe 
in Salisbury Court; printed quarto Lond. 636. 
and dedicated by the Publiſher Z7ugh Perry, to 
Rich. Toung Eſq; of Wooley-Farm, in the Ch. 
ry of B jay F 

Sr Salomon, or The Cautious Coxcomb ; a 
Comedy adcted at his Royal Highneſs the Duke 
of Torks Theatre; printed 49.Zond.1671. This 
Play 1s Orzginally Frexch, being a Trarflacion 
from Moliere's L'Ecole des Femmes. It was 
tranſlated ( as I have heard) by Jebn aret ; 
and own'd 1n the Epilogue as a Tranſlation. 

| Mm 3 What 
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WW hat we have brousht before you was not meant 
For a New Play, but a new Precedent ; , 
For we with modeſty our 7 heft avow, 

( T here ts ſome Conſcience ſhern m ſtealing too) 
Aud openly declare, that if our Cheere 

Doth hit your Palates, you muſt thank Molliere. 


This Play was frown'd and pelted at, (to uſe 
the Author's own Expreſlion)by many Perſons, 
who thought themſelves Crzzicks; but not- 
withſtanding 1t met with Succeſs in the Acti- 
on: And the Author has ſufhciently juſtified 


his- Play, in his La Critique de L' Ecole des 


Femmes, to whom I relcr the Reader. 

Solyman and Perſeda, their Tragedy ; wherein 

7s lard open Love's Conſtancy, Fortune's [ncon- 
fancy, and Death's Trmmphs : printed quarto 
Lond. 1599. This Play, I preſume was never 
acted, neither 1s it divided 1nto Acts. 

& Sophiſter, a Comedy printed 49.1638. I know 
not where this was acted, or printed,the Title. 
page of my Play being loſt. 

Spaniſh Bawd, repreſented in Celeſing ; or 
Caliſto and Melibea;, a Tragi-comedy, wherein 
15 contained, beſides the Pleatantneſs and 
Sweetnels of the Stile, many Philoſophical Sen- 
tcnces, and profitable Inſtructions, fit for the 


Younger Sort : Shew1ng the Deceits and Sub- 


ti]ties houſed in the Boſom of falſe Servants, 
and Cunny-catching Bawds : printed Fol. Lowe. 
1621. This Play 1s Originally Spanzſh, and 
tranſl:ted into Eng/ifh by a Spaniard, One Don 
Diego Puede-fer ; and by him dedicated to Sir 
{ homas Richardſon : the " be Author tranſlated 

Miguel 
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Miguel de Cervantes his Exemplary Novels, 
Fol. Lond. 1664. | 
Step-mother, a Tragi-comedy acted with 
great applauſe, at the Theatre in Little Ze. 
cohus-7nn-Fields, by his Highneſs the Duke of 
Pork's Servants ; printed quarto Lond. 1664. 
Strange Diſcovery, a NY rinted 
in quarto. I know not when this Play was 
acted, or where printed, mine having not the 
Title-page: but I know very well that both 
the Plot and the Language is borrowed from 
Heliodorus his /Ethiopick Hiſtory ; which I 
take to be One of the moſt Ancient (if not the 
firſt) Romances extant. 
Suſanna's Tears, a Play which I never ſaw. 
Swetnam, the Woman-hater, arraign'd by WH e- 
men; a Comedy ated at the Red-Bull, by the 
Queen's Servants; and printed quarto Zond. 
1620. Tho' this Play ſeems deſigned chiefly 
as a Scourge for Joſeph Swetnam's Scandalons 
Pamphlet againſt the Female Sex, called 75e 
Arraignment of lew'd, idle, froward, and uncon- 
ſlant Woman, printed quarto Lond. 1617. Yet 
the Play 1s founded on Story much elder, which 
I have read in Spaniſh in Twelves, and is In- 
| Utled, Fiiftoria de Aurelia, y Iſabella Hija del . 
Rey de Fjcotia, donde ſe diſputa quien da mas 0c- 
caſion de peccar, el Hombe a la muger, o Ia muger 
of Hlomber. X 
=” F. 
Tempe reſtored, a Maſque preſented by the 
| Queen and Fourteen Ladres, to the King's Ma- 
M m 4 jelty 


$52 An Account of the 
Jelty at Y/hztehall; on Shrove-Tueſday 1631. and 
. printed quarto Zond. 1631. This Maſque 1s 


toundgd on the Story of . zrce : lee Owid's Me- 
tamorphoſts, Book 14. The Verſes were writ 
by Mr. Aurehan Townſend: The Subject and 
Allegory oi the Maſque, with the Deſcriptions 
and Apparatus: of the Scenes, were invented 
by 2 [uigo Fones, Surveyor of his Majeſties 
Works. | 

Therſites, an Interlude, which I never ſaw. 
vom E//ence, or I be Modiſh Wife; a Co- 
medy actcd at the Duke's Theatre ; printed 42. 
Lond. 16-7. Thais Play 1s founded on two 
French Plays, vis. Moltiere's Sganarelle, ou Le 
Cocu Imagmaire ; and T ho. Corneille's D. Czar 
D' Avalos, in the part of Love-all's [ntrigue 
with /.ace - without the Reader will ſuppoſe 
that he follow'd a S$panzſh Novel, call'd The 
Trapanner trapann'd: and for the Buſineſs of 
Tom Eſjence and his Wife, copyed Sir William 
D' Avenant's Play-Houſe to be Let, AQt fifth, 
which 1s a Tranſlation from the former. This 
Play 1s faid to be writ by One Mr. Raw/ns. 

# therius ( Claudins Nero) his Tragical Life 
and Death; a Tragedy in quarto. 'T his Play 
uſed to be placed under the Title of: Nero's 
Life and Death ; which made People miſtake 
it for the Life of Nero Ceſar, who was the 
Sixth Emperour of Rome: this being the 
Third, I know not when this Play was print- 
cd, or where acted, mine wanting the Tutle- 


page : but tor the Plot, read Sueronnms, T acitus, 


Din, Vitor, Futropinus, & Cc. 


. Tom Tykr, and his Wife; an Excellent Old 


Play 
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Play acted about a Hundred and thirty Years 
ago, and printed yo Lond. 1661. This Play 
1s printed in an Old Eng/ifh Letter, and is writ 
ina kind of Zarlesk Verſe, where the Author 
affefts an odd fort of Chiming, in the middle 
of each Line. The Deſign of the Play, 1s to 
repreſent aShrew,and teach the way to humble 
her. The Plot of this Play has ſome Reſem- 
blance with Mr. PozY/on's Le Soft venge. | 

Traytor to himſclf, or Man's Heart his great 
Enemy ; a Moral Interlude, in Heroick Verle; 
Repreſenting the Careleſs, Hardned, Returning, 
Deſpariring. and Renewed Heart : with Inger- 
matques at the Cloſe of each ſeveral At. Adted 
by the Boys of a Publick School at a Breaking- 
up ; and publiſhed ſo as it may be uſetul,on the 
like Occaſion : printed © xon. 1678, I find no- 
thing Remnkelly in this Play, but that 'tis 
writ without Womens parts; which the Au- 
thor ſays he never thought fit to put on Boys. 
I remember not any Play, but Plautrs bis 
Captrover, that is thus writ; and yet notwith- 
— wa 1t 15 generally accounted an Admirable 
Play. 

Tue Trojans, or Fuimus Troes ; being a Sto- 
ry of the Britains Valour at the Romans firſt 
Inyaſion : publickly preſented by the Geatle- 
men Students of Magdalen Colledge in Oxford ; 
and printed quarto Zond. 1633. For the Plot 
or Story, the Author has follow'd Zrvy, 4b. 3. 
Cz/ar's Commentaries, [ib.4.. (yp 5, and Galfridus 
Monumetenſ/ts, 11h. 4. as you may ſee by the per- 
uſal of the Drammatis Perſone. 

Tryal of Chivalry ; a Play, of which I can 


g1vec 


$54 An Account of the 


give no Account, having never ſeen it. 
Tryal of Treaſare ; a Play, to which I am as 
r 


much a ſtranger. | 
Tambridge Wells, or A Days Courtſhip; a Co- 
medy acted, at the Duke's Thearre,and printed 
quarto Loud. 1678. This 18 ſaid (1n the Title- 
age) to be writ by a Perſon of Quality : tho” 
7 ac been told 1t was writ by Mr. Rawls : 
But whoever was the Author, 'tis certainly 
anferiour to Zpſom Hells, in point of Humour 
and Repartee. | 
Tyrannical Government, another Play, which 
I never ſaw. | 
U. 


Unfortunate Uſurper, a Tragedy, printed 4". 
Lond. 1663. This Play is dedicated uh the Au- 
thor ay ever he was) to his Honoured and 
Highly Eſteemed Friend, Mr. Zdward Unfre- 


; wille. For the Plot, 'tis founded on Hiſtory ; 


being the Story of Andronicus Comnenus : See 
Glycas, Leunclains, Choniates, Cantacuſenus, Nt- 
cetas, Baronias, fc. This Play 1s ſhort of that 
of Hi/li/on's on the ſame Subject : but 1n the 
Fifth A& Sc.3. there is a paralel between thoſe 
Times and Ours, in Reference to the Late Re- 
bellion; which I take to be the beſt thing 10 
the Play. 

&% Unegrateful Fawurite, a Tragedy written by 
a Per{on of Hononr; and printed quarto Lond. 


1664. The Scene of this Play hes «n Naples ; 


but 1n what King's Reign this happened, I am 
not able to gueſs; ſo that whether 1t be founded 


en Romance or Hiſtory, 1 leave to the —_—_—_ 
| 5 Es 0 


LA 
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of thoſe who have read Panduſpbus Collenud7tus, 
Fov. Pontanus, Cuicciardme, or others Writers 
of the Aﬀairs of Naples. | 


W. 


Warning for Fair Women, a Tragedy, con- 
taining the moſt Tragical and Lamentable 
Murther of Mr.George Sanders, of London,Mer- 
chant, near Shooters HH ; conſented unto by 
his own Wife; acted by Capt. George Brown, 
Mrs Drury, and Iruſty Roger, Agents therein, 
with therr ſeveral Ends. This Play was in 
Vogue 1n Queen Z#/2aberh's Time : and divers 
times acted by the Right Honourable, the Ls 
Chamberlain's Servants. 'Tis not divided 1n- 
to Ats, and full of Dumb-ſhews, according to 
the Mode of thoſe Times; the Prologue and 
Epilogue , being ſpoken by TR 'Tis 
printed in a Black Letter 4®. Lond. 1599. 

Wealth and Health, a Play of which I can 
give no"'Account. 

Weakeſt goes to the Wall, a Tragi-comedy 

played ſundry times by the Right Honourable 
the Farl of Oxenford, Lord Great Chamberlain 
of England's Servants; and printed 49. Lond. 
1618. 
Wily beguiled, a pleaſant Comedy ; wherem 
the Chieteit Attors be theſe; a Poor Scholar 
2a Rich Fool, and a Knave at a Shift : printed 
quarto Zond. 16--------- 

Wine, Beer, Ale, and Tobacco contending for 
wperiority ; a Dialogue, (tho' in other Cata- 
Jogues ſhtled an Inte Je) printed 49. Zona, 
I658. 
| wil. 


556 . An Account of the 
Wiſdom of Dr.Dodipol,a Comedy afted by the 


Children of Pauls; and printed quarto Zond. 


1500. The Earl Caffemeere's Friendhip, in 


marrying Deformed Cornelia, and Sharing his 
Eſtate with her Father Flores, when he was 
in Affliction, and Arreſted by the Duke's Or- 
der, 1s copy'd from Zucian's Story of Zenothe- 
mis and Menecrates. 

ts, or Sport upon Sport ; a Colleftion of 


Drolls and Farces, preſented at Fairs by Strol- - 
 mngPlayers; and printed laſt Edition oftavo 


Lond. 1675. Theſe are moſt of them taken 
out of the Plays of Shakeſpear, Fletcher, Shirley, 
Marſton, g&yc.. There 1s a former Edition, that 
has a Table prefixed, which ſhews from what 
Play each Droll 1s borrowed. 
Wit of a Woman, a pleaſant merry Comedy ; 
rinted quarto Lond. 1604. Tho' the Author 
iles it fo, I think it no ways anſwers the 


O-.-.; 


Wit led by the Noſe, or A Poet's Revenge ; 
a Tragi-comedy acted at the Theatre-Royal, 
and printed \ money Lond. 1678. The greateſt 
rt of this Play ( except a Scene or two} 1s 
ollen from Chamber lain's Love's Yiftory. 
Woman turn'd Bully, a Comedy ated at the 
Duke's Theatre; and printed quarto Loud.167s. 
This I take to be a very Diverting Comedy. 
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Fond Husband. 180 
Fool turn'd Critick. 76. 

-—- would be a Favou- 

rite. 47 
Fools Preferment. 76. 
Forc'd Marriage. 20 
Fortunate Iſles. 291 


Fortunatus. I22 
For- 
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Levellers levelled. ht 
Liberality and Prod1- 
gality. —_ 
Libertine. 

Like will to like _— 
the Devil to the Col- 


her. 22 
L1ngua. $38 
Lattle French'Lawyer. 

210 

Locrine. os 
London Chanticlcers. 
533 

Cuckolds. 420 
——— Prodigal. . 459 
Nn 3 Look 
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Look about you. $538 
Looking-glaſs forLon- 

don. 331 
Loſt Lady. $39 
Love a-la-mode. Z4. 


Love and Honour. 109 
Revenge. 442 

War. 368 

—— Crowns the End. 
bn. 503 

—— freed from Igno- 
ance. 291 
 ——1na Tub. 187 


— 10 a Wood. Fls 


—— 1nits Extalte. 5394Lnſts Dominion. 


-— 1n the Dark. 188 
. —— Teſtored. 291 
. —  - ſick Court. ' 36 
_y - King. '31 
—— Tricks. -480 
Love's Cruelty. 4809 
Cure. 211 
-——Dominion. 20k 
—— Kingdom. 46, 


Labour loſt. 459 
Labyrinth. 222 


——T oadſtone. 544 
Lover's « Melancholy, 
| Ws 2.2© 

Progreſs. 221 


——— Metamorphoſis. 


329 
— Miſtreſs. 267 
— Pilgrimage. 211 


——- Riddle. 82 
Sacrifice. 221 
—— 'Trwumph7r,2gt - 
m_ Yry. $7 
Welcome. 291 
Loving Enemies. 33$5- 
Loyal Brother. 489 
General. FOT 
] overs. 239 
Subject. 211. 
Lucius Junius Brutus. 
323. 
Lucky Chance. 20. 
Luminalla. 539 
344 
I uſty Juventus. $508 
[L.yer. 542 
| At. 
Ackbeth. 460 
Mad Couple well 
matcht. 36 
—'Lover. 211 
Madam Fickle. 102 


Magnetick Lady. 292 


Maid of Honour. 356 
——1n the Mill. 211 
Maiden Queen. -169 
——— head well loſt. 

| 2.76 
Maid'sMetamorphoſis. 
329 

| —— of Moorclack. 6 
—— Revenge. 491 

| a1d's 


s 


* 
= i _ 
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212 


Maid's Tragedy. 
Male-content. 349 
Mall. 518 
Mamamouchi. 22 
| Manhood and Wiſdom. 
539 
Man of Mode. 187 
-Newmarket 274. 
Man's the Maſter. 109 
Marriage a la mode 166 
——— Fer. 
Night. 197 
—_ - of Oceanus and 
Britannia. 203 
——=- of the Arts.271 
of Wit and Sct- 
ence. 540 
Mariam. 43 
Marcela. — 26 


Marcus Tullius Cicero. 


| $40 
Marius and Scilla. 331 
Martyr. 34 
Martyred Souldier.474 
Mary. Magdalen's Re- 
pentance. yo6 
— Q. of Scatland. 8 
Maſque at Bretbie. 68 
-——at the L9 Had- 
dington's Houſe. 293 
at Ludlow Ca- 
376 
293 


— 


ſtle. 
—— of Augurs. 
of Flowers. 


$40 |— Milk-maids, 


Maſque of Grays-Inn. ' 
"2-1, 
—— of Owls..:.. 29h 
of Queens.  /b. 


-—— of the Middle- 
. Temple andLincoln's 
Inn. 63 


Maſquarade du Ciel 

J3T 

Maſlacre at Paris.. 323 

—- of Paris, 344- 

Maſtianello. 540 
Maſter Anthony. 

Match at Mataight. 

423 

—— mein Lond, 123 

Matrimonial Trouble. 

392 

May Day. 64 

Mayor of Quinborough 


| 27d 
Meaſure for Meaſure. 


459 
Medea. 472,496 
Menechmus. $24 
Merchant of Venice. 
459 
MercuriusBritannicus. 
F4L 


Mercury vindicated. 


| 294 
Merry Devil of Ed- 


monton, $41 
S17 


Nn 4 Merry 


- Merry Wives of Wind. 


1or. 459 
Meſlalina. 426 


Metamorphoſed Gyp- 


fies. . + a3 
Michaelmaſs Term. 
; 373 
Microcoſmus. 331 
Midas. 


329 
Midſummer _ Night's 


Dream. 460 
Mirza. | II 
M1zer. 4.4.B 
Miſeries of Civil War. 

_ 
Inforced Mar- 

TIage, _.” 
Miſtaken Husband. 166 
Mithridates. , 32 


Mock Duell:it. 
—- Tempeſt. 17 
Monſieur D'Olive. 6, 


—— Thomas. 213 


Money 1s an Aſs. 307 
More Difſemblers be- 
ſides Women. 73 


Morning Ramble. 541 
Mortimer's Fall. 294 
Mother Bomby. 329 
—— $hiptont's Life 

and Death. 504 
Mucedorus: 541 
Much ado about no- 
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Mulberry Garden. 487 


\ 


Muleafles the Turk. 


352 


Muſe of New-market. 


ET « 
Muſes Looking-glais. 


415 

Muſtapha. 28,29 
NN. . 

Atures 3 Daugh- 

ters. 362 

Neptune's Triumph. 

; 294 

Nero's Life and Death. 

324 

New Cuſtom: $43 

—— Exchange, 26 

-—— [nn. 2.99 


—— Track to cheat the 
Devil. 518 
—— Market Fair. 54 

——Way to pay oid 


Thing, 460 


Pl 
Tn” "FRIES We 
—— 
* 


Debts. 25% 
—= Wonder: k 4209 
News from Plymouth. 

bd IS ©») 

——  — the World in 

the Moon. | 2:94 
Nice Valour. 212 
——- Wanton, $43 
Nicomede. 99 
Night-walker,., 213 
Noah's Flood. 185 
Noble Gentleman. 23r 

| Noble 


Lew 


COOCO am HyMpHYP Ly 
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Noble Ingratitude. 33 3| P. | 
Spaniſh SouJdier} JJAllantus and Eudo- 
430; | ra. 310 
Stranger. 470; Pandora. 315 
No body, and Some bo-| Pan's Anniverſary.294 
dy. $43 | Parliament of Bees. 
No Wit T like a Wo- 119 
NoHelpF man's. 373! Parſon's Wedding. 3t3 
Northern Laſs. 36 Pallionate Lover. 48 
Northward-hoe. 123 | Paſtor Fido. 191,442 
Novella. 37 Patient Griflel, $544 
0. Patrick forTIreland.48z 
Beron the Fairy |Pedlers Prophecy. 5.45 
Prince. 294 | Peleusand Thetis."278 
Obſtinate Lady. 69 |PericlesPrince of Tyre 
Octavia. 395 462 
Oedipus. 167,384 | Perkin Warbeck. 22E 
Old Caſltle's Hiſtory. | Philaſter. 21 3 
461 | Phillis of Scyros. 522 
—- Couple: 364 | Philotas. 02 
— ] 2w. 357 | Philotus Scotch. 548 
— Troop. 218 |{Phoenix. 373 
— Wives Tale. $44 | in her Ro 333 
Opportunity. 431 |Phormio. 25,273 
Ordinary. 53 fPicture. 357 

Oreltes. 234 |Pilgrim: - 
Orgula. $25 | Pinder - of Wakefield. 

Orlando Furiofo. $44 $45 

Ormaſdes. - 315 [Piſo's Conſpiracy. 76. 
Orphan. 398| Pity ſhe's a Whore. 2322 
Oſmond the Gr. Turk. |Platonick Lovers. 109 
47|Play-houſe to be Lett. 
Othello, 451 Tbid. 
Ovid. - '69|Play between John the 


Hulſ- 


i 


Woor Man's. Comf. 318 
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Husband, and Tib his 
Wife. '255 
— betwixt the Pardo- 
ner and the Fryar,the 
Curate andNeighbour 
Prat.  Tbid. 
-—of Gentleneſs and 
Nobility. 1b 
—— of Love. 1b. 


—— of the Weather. tb. | 


Plain Dealer. Fl5 
Pleaſure atKenelworth' 
Caſtle. 23T. 
reconclled to Vir-' | 
tue. \-:. -204| 
Plutus. = 
Poetaſter. Tb. 
Politician. 481, 
——— cheated. - 241 
Pompey. 405,507 


— Scholar. 385 
Pragmartical Jeſuite.5o 
Presbyterian Laſh. 545 
Preſence. 393 
Prince of Prigg's Re: 

vels. 522 
Princeſs. 313 
of Cleves. ' 324 


_ Priſoners. 313 
ProjeQors.. . $13 

Promiſes of God m__ 
feſted. <7 


Prophetels. SI... 


Pſyche. 44.9 
-——— a debauched. 178 


Publick Wooing. 393 


Puritan Widow. 462 
Ang 546 
and 5mpe* 

bine. 


of Arragon. _ 
of Corinth. 214 
Queen's Arcadia. 103 
—— Exchange. 37 
- Maſque of _ 


t 

oy of Blackneſs. "7 

Querer per ſolo querer. 
193 


R 4 Aging I 225. 
Kam Alley. 14 


Rambling Juſtice. '230 


Promus GR 7k | 


Rampant AJderman. 
-546 
Rape of Lucrece. --267 
Rebellion. | 424 
Reformation. 546 - 
Rehearſal. 4b. 
Religious: 1393 
--—-—— ReheE -:'54J- 
Renegado. 358 
Return fromParnaſſus. 
| 1,547 
Revenge. Jhid. 
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Revengers Tragedy. | 
506 


Reward of Virtue. 223 


— Slave. 49 
Voyage. 548 

Rule a Wite, and have. 
a Wife. 214: 
Rump. 503 
Acriftice. 184. 
Sad One. 4.98 
Shepheard. 295 
Saint Cicely, 520 


Salmacida Spohla. . 548 
Sampſon Agonittes. 375 
Sapho and Phaon. 329 
Scaramouch, gyc. 429 


Rhodon and Iris. 316 
Richard the Second. 
;*..; 400 
Rival Friends. 2.45 
Kings. 8 
—— Ladies. 167 
; Queens. 325 
Rivals. $47 
Roaring Girl. 373 
Robert Earl of Hunt- 
ingdon's Downtal and 
Death. 267 

| Hood's Paſtoral | 
May-games. $47 
| and his Crew 
of Souldiers. Tbid. 
Roman AQtor. 358 
Empreſs. 308 
Generals. 129 


Romeo and Juliet. 462 
Romnlus and Herſjl1a. 


5 
Rovndheads. þ4 
Rover. 20 
Royaliſt. 183 
Royal King and Loyal 
* - Subject. 268 
Maſque atHamp- | 
\ ton-Court, $47} 
Maſter. I 


-—— - Shepherdeſs. 450] 


School of Comple- 
ments. 480 
Scorntul Lady. '214 
Scots Figaries $03 
Sea Voyage. 214. 
Seven Champions of 
Chriſtendom. zIF 
Sec me,and ſee me not. 

h 24 
_— 295 
Selimus. 315 
Sertorims... 6 
Several Wits. 393 
Sforza Duke of Millain ' 

Ws 237 
Shepheards Holyday. 
433 

Paradice. 377 
Shoomaker's a Gentle- 
man, 429 


Sice- 


rt antenna <t-- 9p- 


KW 550 
' Sophiſter. Tbid, 
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----Gypſies. - 37} 


Sicelides. 548 | 
Sicily and Naples. 519 | 
' Siege. 54,110. 


 -—----of Babylon. 406 | 


------of Conſtantino. | 


ple. 549. 
—_ of —— 183 
-------of Rhodes. 110 


-—----of Urbin. 315 
Silent Woman. +: 296 
$11ver Age. 259 
Sir Barnaby Whig. 184. 
---.Courtly Nice. - 96 
----G1lesGooſe-cap. 54.9 
--— Hercules Buffon. 
by 318 
--Martin Mar-all. 170 
-—Patient Fancy. 21 


Rogue. 178 
_—_— Garden. 37 
Specches at Pr. Henry's 

Barriers. 2.96 
Spightful Siſter. <6 
Sport upon Sport. 9go 
Springs Glory. 381 
Squire of Allatia. 450 


Staple of News. 296 
State of Innocence. 172 
Step-mother, SSL 
Strange Diſcovery. 16. 
Succeſsful Strangers. 

379 


Sullen Tovers. 450 


Summers's la{tWilland 


--—Solomon. 549! Teſtament. 383 
Siſter. 4| Sun's Darhng. 221 
$1x Days Adventure. | Suppoſcs. 231 

S. -274| Surpriſal. 277 
Slighted Maid. 492} Suſanna's Tears. 51 
Soctable Companions. | Swaggering Damo11.56 

| Sweetnam theWoman- 


B+ "= 
Solman and Perlſeda. 


Sophonisba. +325,351 
Sophy. 128 
Souldiers Fortune. 399 
Spaniſh Bawd. ' $550 
—-----—-Curate. 214. 


a—=nenenenF TYAL. .. 170 


hater arraigned. 551 
T 


Ale of a Tub. 297 
Tamberlain the 
Great. -344 


Tamang of the Shrew. 


ER 463 
Tancred and Giſmond. 
$12 


Tar- 


Old Sap. 383. 


CST _ERMM 
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Tartuff. 367 
- Tarugo's Wiles. 434 
Tempe reſtor'd. $51 
Tempeſt. I 72,463 
Teanple. 64. 
of Love.. 110 

T he longer thou lv 1t, 
the more fool thou 
art. 508 
Thebais. 394 
Theodoſius, 326 
Therlſytes. FF2 
Thomalo. We: 
Thornby Abby. $24 
ThracianWonder.410 
Three Lords and La- 
dies of London. 521 
Thyerry and Theodo- 
ret. . vas 
Time vandicated to 


himſelf, and to his} 
Honours. 297 
Timon of Athens. 451 
Titus Andronicus. 464 
Titus and Berenice. 
399 

.-Tom Eſlence. SF2 
Tyler and his 
Waite, 508 
Tottenham Court. 381 
Town Fop. 22 
wm Shifts, =425 
Trapolin ſuppoſed a 


as 


Prince. 70 


Travels of 3 Engliſh 
Brothers. I19 
Traytor. 481 
to himſelf. 553 
Treacherous Brother. 


Trick for Trick. 784 
nn to catch the Old 
One. 5: 
Triumph of Beauty, 
435 
--.--Love and 
Antiquity. 373 
Peace. 48% 
--the Prince 
D'Amour. II 
Triumphant Widdow 
387 
T roades. 4J2,F UT 
Troas. —— 
Troylus and Creſlida. 
173 
True Trojans. F53 
wonmnm Widdow. 451 
Tryal of Chivalry.508 
Treaſure. 554 
Tryphon. 28 
Tunbridge Wells, 554 
Twelfth. Night. 466 
Twins. 4-27 
Two Angry Women of 
Abington. 407 
-------- Noble Kinſmen. 
215. 
Two 
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Two Tragedies 1n po - þ Unhappy FairOne.499 


Favorite. »9 


+-=---Wiſe Men and a UnnaturalCombat.359 


the reſt Fools. 64. 
Tide tarrieth for no 
Man. 508 
TyranicalGovernment 


554 
IT TEnSr: Love. 173 


"War "2 215 
Valiant Scot. 523 
---—Welchman.* 516 
Varieties. 387 
ry preſerv'd. 400 
_— Woman. 359 


ommnnmnmnnn Tragedy. 393 

Untrulling the Humo- 

rous. Poet. I23 

Vow-breaker. 437 

Ulurper. 274 
W. 


Alks of Ifling- 

ton and Hog(- 

den. 307 

Wandring Lover. 368 

Warning tor fair _— 
men. 

Weakeſt gocs to the 


I Virgin. 277] wall. 46. 
Vilata, 407 |} Wealth and Health. 76. 
Virgin Martyr. 359} Wedding. 483 

Widow. 410] Welſtward-hoe. 124 
Virtuoſo. 451} What you will. 351 
Virtuous Octavia. 30] When you ſee me, you 
_ Wife. 185] know me. 430 
Virtue betray'd. 8} Whue Devi 509 
Viſion of Delight. 297 | Whore of Babylon. 1 24. 

--—--the Twelve|Wiat's Hiſtory. 125 
Goddeſles. _ 103| Widow. 298 
Unfortunate Lovers. ———Ranter. 22 
TI2 --$ Tears. G5 

Mother. 382 | Wife - 2 Month. 
Shepheard. 216 
© 06| Wild ©, 5 74 


Ulurper. 5 54. 
_UngratefulF ayorlte Ib, 


——_—_— Goole-chaſe. 216 


Waily beguil'd. 555 


1ne, 
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Wine, Beer, Ale, and 


Tobacco. 555 

| Winters Tale. 466 
Wiſe Women of Hogſ- 
den. 268 


Wir at ſeveral Weap- 

ONS. 216 
-----of a Woman. 556 
RIG in a Conftable. 233 


-----=without Money 
| 216 
Wits. III 
da -.Cabal. 2G 
»----led by the Noſe 
| 556 
-Witty Combat. $20, 
-----—-Fair One. 483 
Woman Captain. 4.52 
wang Hater. __ 


---1n the Moon 


ating kill d with Kind- 


330 | | Youths _ &Deaths 


neſs. 268 
-----turn'd Bully. 556 
Woman's a Weather. 


cock. 198 
--Conquelt. 374. 
. Prize. 237 


Women beware Wo- 
men. 374 
pleasd. 219 
Wonder a Woman ne- 
ver vex'd. 
World loſt at Tennis. 


37 
Wrangli ngLovera423 


Y Occ —_— 


Young Admiral. % 3 
-King. 2.2 
| Your five Gallants. 395 


—_ 


Banquet. 392 


The 


, 
J 
4 
: 


A Lphonſo King of 
Naples. 


Amphytryon. 

Bankſt 'd Duke. 
Belphegor. 
Bragadoc1o. 
Dilkeſſed Innocence. 
Edward the Third. 
Ferrex and Porrex. 
Folly of Pric{tcraft. 
Gorboduc. 


— 
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Mad World my Maſters. 


Miltakes. 

Robin Conſcience. 

Royal Flight. 

Scowrers. 

Sir Anthony Love. 

Unfortunate Lovers. 

Witch of Edmonton. * 

Woman wall have her 
wall. 


Wonder of a Kingdom. 


The 


i 


The cAPPENDIX.. 


He Occaſion of adding this following 4p- 
T F ny” 15 to compleat the Account of all 
the Plays that have been printed as far as this 

reſent Time : fince ſeveral new Ones have 

n publiſht after the Fore-going Sheets were 

ſent to the Preſs, and ſome others thro' over- 
fight omitted in the Body of the Book; I have 
choſe rather to run them here, than leave the 
whole imperfect. T ſhall follow the ſame Me- 
thod,as before ; beginning firſt with the A7owr 
Aathors, 1n an Alphabetical Order ; and after- 
wards mention thoſe, whoſeAuthors are con- 
_ ceal'd. I begin with 


—_— 


Sr William Davenanr. 


T have already given an Account of this An. 
thor, p. 106, &c. to which I refer my Reaaer ; 
only beg his Pardon for the Omiſlion of a Play 
to be found 1n the Body of his Works, nam'd 

Unfortunate Lovers, a Tragedy, printed in ' 
Folio. 


Thomas DEcKER. 


An Author already mention'd, p. 122. to 
have a hand in Twelve Plays; tho' thro' mi- 
ſtake, I have given an Account but of Ten of 
them. *Tis true, I ane” a the Reader p. 125. 

0 fo 
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to the Account of YY3/t. Rowley, for The Witch 
of Edmonton ; but quite forgot a Play, which! 
was writ wholly by our Author, {til'd 
Wonder of a Kingdom, a Tragi-comedy ; 
printed 49. Lond. 1636. This IT take to be a 
very diverting old Play. 


John DxrDeN, £/q; 


The Reader will find an Account of this Au. * 


thor's Writings, p.130,09c. but he having lare- 
1y publiſht a new Play, I am here to give the 


Reader ſome Account of it. 


Amphytryon, or The Two Socias ; a Comedy 


aQed.at the Theatre-Royal, to which 1s added 
the Muſick of the Songs, compos'd by Mr. Zen- 
ry Purcel; printed 49. Lond. 1691. and dedi- 
cated to the Honourable Sir Zeviſon Gower, 
Baronet. This Play is founded on Plantus's 
Amphytruo, and Molhiere's Amphytryon, as the 
Author himſelf acknowledges 1n his Epiſtle 
Dedicatory. The Reader that will take -the 
pains to compare them, will find that Mr. 
Dryden has more cloſely followed the French, 
than the Zatm Poet : but however it mult 


with Juſtice be allowed, that what he has bor- | 
rowed, he has 14mprov d throughout ; and Mo/- 


liere is as much exceeded by Mr. Dryden, as 
Rotrou 1s outdone by Mollzere. The truth 1s, 
our Author ſo poliſhes and 1mproves other 
Mens Thoughts, that tho' they are mean 1n 
themſclves, yet by a New Tarn which he gives 
them, they appear Beautiful and Sparkling : 


Herein re{cmbling Skilltul Lapidaries, that by 
their 


t 
a 
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their Art, make a Brz/to/ Stone appear with 
almoſt the ſame Luſtre,as a Natural Diamond. 


Joſeph Harrrs 


A New Author, who being infefted with 
the Contagion of Poetry, ſpread amongſt his 
Fellow Actors, 1s ſetting up for an Author ; but 
with what Succeſs, I leave to thoſe who fre- 
quent the Theatre to decide. He has lately 
publiſher a Play, calld 

_—_— or The Falſe Report ; a Tragi- 
comedy, acted by their Majeſtics Servants ; 
printed quarto Zond. 1690. and dedicated to 
Godfrey Kneler Eſq; This Young Author is 
beholding to the Poets to rig him out; Mr. 
Dryden ng, beſtowed a Prologue on his 
Play, and Mr. Z7ate an Epilogue ; and the ever 
 Obliging and Compaſſionate Mr. HMontford, (as 
the Author with Gratitude acknowledges ) 
© Not only correqed the Tediouſneſs of the 
Fifth Act, by cutting out a whole Scene ; bur 
© to make the Plot more clear,has put in one of 
© his own, which heightens his own Characer, 
and was very pleaſing to the Audience, 

This Play ſeems to me to be of the ſame 
Stamp with ſeveral others lately written by: 
his Fellow-Comedians; tho' in my Opinion, 
they had better confine themſelves within 
their own Sphere of Aion. 


Oo 2 Tho- 
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Thomas MIDDLETON. 


%*An Author of ſeveral Plays already men- 
tioned Pp. 370. but particularly One, which by 
chance was omitted, vs. 

Mad World my Maſters, a Comedy often 
ated at the Private-Houle 1n Sa/z5bury Court, 
by her Majeſty's Servants, and printed quarto 

24.1640. This Play was writ twenty Years 
before 'twas publiſh'd, as the Prater and S7a- 
tioner inform the Reader ; and appeared with. 
Applauſe on the Stage. The Language and 
TH of this Comedy are very diverting ; and 
the former is ſo little obſolete, that Mrs. Behr 
has tranſplanted part of it into her Ciry 


Heireſs. 
George PowWELL. 


An Author and Poet already mention'd, 
P- 107. who has publiſht a new Play, call'd 

Alphonſo King of Naples, a Tragedy, ated 
at the Theatre-Royal, printed quarto Lond. 
1690. and dedicated to Her Grace the Dutcheſs 
of Ormond. The Prologue was written by Mr. 
Fohn Haynes, and the Epilogue by Mr. Darfey. 


William RowLEr. 


An Author of whom T have already given 
an Account, p. 428. but forgot to ſpeak of a 
Play, in which he was chiefly concern'd, v/s. 

Witch of Edmonton, a Known True Story, 
compos d 1nto a I ragi-comedy, by divers well 


eltcem'd Poets,}/iHiam Rowley, T homas rd, 
; | an 
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and John Ford, a&ed by the Prince's Servants 
often at the Cock-pit 1n D! © pho an once at 
Court with ſingular Applaule ; printed quarto 
Lond. 1658. 


Tho.SAacxviILF, e& Tho. NoRToN, 


Two Authors that liv'd in the Reign of 
Queen Elizabeth ; the former of which was 
L* Buckhurſt, and in the firſt Year of K. James 
the Firſt, vis. March 13. 1603. created Earl of 
Dorſet ; He was L.* Treaſurer, and Chancellor 
of the Univerſity of Oxford. He joyn'd with 
Mr. Norton in writing a Tragedy, which 1n 
thoſe Days was in much repute. Ir was thrice 
printed : the firſt Edition was publiſhed under 
the Title of 

 Ferrex and Porrex, printed 82 Lond. 1565. 
by Y. CG. This Edition was printed from a 
evoke neo. Copy, when the L* PBuckhmſ# 
was beyond Sea, and Mr. Ari far diſtant 
from Zondon. The ſecond Edition was print- 
ed with Conſent of the Authors; the Title- 
page being as follows : | 
©The Tragedy of Ferrex and Porrex, ſet 
© forth without Addition or Alteration, but al- 
, —_ as the ſame was ſhewed on the Stage 
* before the Queen's Majeſty, about nine Years 
: paſt vs. the Eighteenth Day of January 1565. 
© by the Gentlemen of the /uner-7Temple ; print- 
ek Lond.----15----., The laſt Edition 1s 
| 

* The Tragedy of Gorboduc, whereof three 

* Acts were written by Thomas Norton j and 
Oo 3 *he 
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© the two laſt by Thomas Sackvile ; ſet forth as 
© the ſame was ſhewed before the Queen's moſt 
*Excellent Majeſty, in Her Highneſs's Court 
* of the /uner-7emple ; printed 4* Lond. 1590. 
{ have already given ſome Account of this 
Play in Mr. Dryaen's Charatter, p.168. I ſhall 
here add the Opinion of that Great Judge of 
Wat, Sir Philip Sidney, in his Excellent De- 
fence of Poe/a? : (*) © Our Tragedies and Co- 
© medies, are not without cauſe. cry'd out 
t againl(t; obſerving Rules neither of Honeſt Ci- 
©v1lity, nor Skiltul Poetry ; excepting CGorbo- 
* duc, (again T ſay of thoſe I have ſeen) which 
© notwithſtanding, as 1t 1s full of ſtately 
< Speeches, and well-ſounding Phraſes, climb- 
©1ng to the height of Sexeca's Stile; and as full 
*of notable Morality, which 1t does moſt de- 
© lightfully teach, and ſo obtain the very End 
: of Poeſte - Yet in truth, it is defeQtuous 1n the 
© Circumſtances; which grieves me, becauſe it 
< agg not remain an exact Model of all Tra- 
*oedics. For the Plot, conſult Nenras, Leland, 
R. of Glouceſter, H. of Huntingdon Jeo, of 
Monmouth, Du Cheſne, gc. 

I know not whether My Lord Puckhurſt 
writ any thing beſides, or no ; but I have ſeen 
two little Pieces writ by Mr. Norton 1n oftavo: 
One intituled, 7o the Queen's Majeſties poor de- 
ceryed Subjetts im the North Conntry, drawn mto 
Rebellion by the Earls of Northumberland and 
Weſtmorland : printed oftavo Lond. 1569. A 
Second, {tiled 4 Harning againſt the dangerous | 
- os omges f 

*) Page 561, 

(*) Pages Pra- 
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Prattices of Papiſts, and eſpecially the Partners 
of the late Rebellion : printed 3% Lond | 7 AV 


Elkanah SETTLE. 


An Author who has forſaken the Banners of 
Mars and Pallas, to return to the Theatre, the 
Seat of the Muſes : One, (to uſe his own Ex- 
mus, ©Who after all his repented Follies, 
<©1s reſoly'd to- quit all Pretentions to State- 
©craft, and hone uy skulk into a Corner of the 
© Stage, and there dye contented. This Reſo- 
ſolution our Author has begun to put in Pra- 
Cice, by publiſhing a Play, whoſe File 15 

Diſtreſjed Innocence, or The Princeſs of Per- 
ſi2; a Tragedy acted at the Theatre-Royal, by 
thetr Majeſties Servants, printed Lond. 165go. 
and dedicated to the Right Honourable, 7ohr 
Lord Cutts, Baron of Gowram: This Tragedy 
was kindly receiv'd by the Audience, as the 
Poet gratefully acknowledges, and owns hike- 
wiſe ps Obligations to Mr. Be7ferron, for his 
ſeveral extraordinary Hints, to the heightnin 
of his beſt Charafters; and to Mr. Aomtfor 4 
for the laſt Scene of his Play, which he was 
ſo kind to write for him: To which may be 
added the Epilogue. The Author likewiſe 
owns, That whatever Fi&tton he has elſewhere 
interwoven, the Diſtreſſes of FHormidas and 
Cleomira, are true Hiſtory. I have not lei- 
ſure at preſent to make Enquiry after this 
Paſſage ; but poſlibly the Reader may find ſome- 
whart of 1t 1n Socrates, Zozomen, or Nicephorus, 
all which ( 1t T miſtake not ) mention the Af- 
_ tairs of 7/degerdes King of Per/ia. Tho 
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Thomas SHADWELL.: 
Our preſent Zaureat having publiſht a New 


Play, I am bound to take Notice of it : wig; 


 Scowrers, a Comedy afted by Their Maje- 
ſties Servants; printed 49. Lond. 1690. How 
this Play ſucceeded on the Stage, I know not; 
but T think 't1s far from the worſt of his Co- 
medies: and I believe is wholy free from Pla-, 


grary. - 


Thomas SOUTHERN. 


An Author that has contributed three Plays 
to the Szage, which have gain'd him no ſmall 
Reputation : T'wo of them [ have already men- 
tion'd, p. 489. "This laſt Play is {t11'd 

Sir Anthony Love, or T he Rambling Laay ; a 
Comedy, aGed at the Theatre-Royal, by their 
Majelties Servants, printed quarto Zomd. 1690: 
and dedicated to his Friend, 7 homas Skipwith 
Eſq; This Play. was acted with extraordinary 
Applauſe; the Part of Sr Anthony Love being 


moſt Maſterly playd by Mrs. Montfort : 


and certainly, who ever reads it, will find it 
fraught with true Wit and Humour ; and in 
the Characters of M. LZ' Abbe, and Palmer 
the Pilgrim, our Author -has given us ſome 
Sketches of the Hypocrilie of thole pretended 


Saints. 


Mr. WILSON. 


I am apt to belieye this Writer 1s the ſame 


with the Author 'of the Chears; I mean Tohn 


WH ſon, 
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Wilſon, already mention'd, p. 512. Whoever 
he 1s, he has publiſht a New Play, call'd 
Belphegor, or The Marriage of the Devil; a 
Tragi-comedy,lately ated at the Queen's The- 
atre in Dorſet Garden; printed quarto Lond. 
1690. This Play notwithſtanding 1t was de- 
cryed on the Stage, I think far ſurpaſles many 
others, that have lately appear'd there. For 
the Foundation of the Play, the Author has dt- 
. rected the Reader to Matchiavel and Straparols, 
both which have played with the ſame Story : 
And T may add, That thoſe who delight in 
French Poetry, may read 1t ingenioully tranſla- 
ted in Les _— M. de Ia horny . 
artic, page 180. derniere Eat. and the 1/2 
Reader = find 1t pleaſantly related, _ 
in the Folio Tranſlation of Matchiavel, but 
likewiſe at the end of Quevedo's Novels Engl. 


oftavo. 


—————_—_ 


Unknown Authors. 


I Am 1n the Jaſt place to give an Account of 
thoſe Plays whoſe Authors*'are unknown ; 
do in the former Method, beginning with a 
Play call'd 

Haniſhd Duke, or The Tragedy of Infartu- 
m7us ; acted at the Theatre-Royal, printed 2o. 
Lond. 1690. The Reader will eafily find that 
under the Charatter of 7»fortunatus, the Poet 
deſign'd to portray the late Unfortunate Duke 
of Monmouth: under that of Romanus and Pa- 


pre, the late King and Queen. 
; Bras- 


” _ - 
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Braggadocio, or The Bawd turn'd Puritan; 
a New Comedy, by a Perſon of Quality, print- 
ed 49. Lond. 1690. This Comedy I take to be 
in{truftive ; and undoubtedly in the CharaQter 
of Fiufp, he has hit ſome Features, which be- 
Tong to ſome private Enemies of Univerſities. 
Edward the Third, with the Fall of Morti- 
mer, Z#ar/ of March ; an Hiſtorical Play, acted 
1t the Theatre-Royal, by their Majeſties Ser- 
vants , printed quarto Zond. 1690. and dedi- 
cated to the Right Honourable Henry, Lord 
Viſcount Sidney, of Sheppey ; by Mr. Monuntfort 
to whom the Play was made a Preſent. This 
Play I take to exceed moſt of the Plays that 
have been lately publiſht; and I think in the 
CharaQters of 7 arl/eton, Chancellor of England, 
and Serjeant Zrher/ide, he has ſomewhat de- 
tected the Miſdemeanours of ſome Great Men 
in the ]4ſt Reign. For the Plot, as far as con- 
cerns FE: '{tory, conſult up ary Walſingham, 
Pet. Fgil, Froifſard, Du Cheſne, Math. Weſt- 
—— Hlolingfſhead, Grafton, Stow, Daniel 


-þ © gp 
' "*Emnzhſhmen for Money, or a pleaſant Comedy, 
cars A _ will have er Will; divers 
rrmes acted with great Applauſe; printed 49. 
Lomd. 1626. This Comedy is not divided 1n- 
eſs ft, a Comedy printed quarto 
Folly of Prieſicraft, a Comedy printed qua 

Par oh Noah the Modeſty, or Pru- 
dence of this Author, will not permit him to 
to be known; yet I think he deſerves a place 
amongſt the Eldeſt Sons of 4ps//o: and if I may 
preſume to ſpeak my Judgment, I believe no 
| Satyr 
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Satyr ſince The Plain Dealer, has been more ju- 
diciouſly or ingeniouſly penn'd: and I queſtion 
not bur it will deſerve a good CharaQter from 
all Readers, except the Prieſts and Bjgors of the 
Romiſh Religion. 

Robin Conſcience, a Play which I never could 
obtain the ſight of: tho Cation it mentioned in 
former Catalogues, T was unwilling to omit 1t. 

Royal Flight, or The Conqueſt of Ireland; a 
New Farce, printed quarto Lond. 1690. The 
Subject of this Play, 1s evident from its Title- 
Page; and the Author has no ways diſguiſed 

is Charatters : Tho? had he treated ſome Per- 
ſons in his Farce, with more Modeſtie, it had 
been no lefs for his Reputation. 


Thus T have finiſh'dd My ACCOUNT of 
Our Znglſh Dramatick Poets, and their Writ- 
ings: and having laid a Foundation-- I ſhall 
leave it to Others ( who may think {it worth 
their while ) to perfe& the Edifice: hoping 
thoſe that will attempt it, wall alter or ſupply 
what ever they diſlike or find defeQtive in the 
whole Z//ay. | 


F "his, Bad no. 27 je "i cata bent. bo. a3. Yo i os a tes yuan 
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' N4+e 106 Lines, for ſuo, read tuo. p. 158 1. 34 
P after Albibech, r. of Abdalla, Abdelmelech. 
þ.169 /.26;for his,r.this. p. 215 /.7.for Tharry, r. 
Thierry. p.22.4 {.15,for Walton's,r.Watſon's. p. 
242 1.19. after Account, r.of J.Cook. p. 255 /24, 
| for-benefy'd, r.benefic'd. p.260 /.3, for I began,yr. 
1e began. p.274 1.29, for Women's, r. Woman's. 
1.304 1.the laſt; for lalt,y. laſted. p.z 10 /.3,for Per- 
ſon,r. Judges. p.352/. _ their,r.his. /4.1. 6 for 
*ti, r.eris. p.376 1.20, for 1687, r.1637. £.377 /. 
I,for Oracle, r.Paradice. o_ L.3, for Lovery. 
Mother. p.388 /.18, for Sole1l,r.Solcifel. p.gos /. 
'3,for Corlſe,r.Cork. p.415 L.12,for his own,r.this 
| One. p.4.46 1.8, for Ingenious,r.Genuine. p.454 /. 
| 16, for Ben Johnſon;r.our Author. p.492 /.27, to 
che end belongs to Tho. St.Serf,p.4.35. p.5 08 7:10, 
for more, r.Jonger. /d./.16,for Waver,r. Weaver. 
f.514 {.13,for Talisbury,z.Salisbury. p.519/.12, 
for Basker,r.Barker. /d./.14,dele was. p.522 1.20, 
for Thorpy, r. Thorny. p.5 27 /.2, for Aliazer, r. 
Alcazer. 74. /.14, for Chare, r. Clare. p.534 12. 
/or Tornelli Annals, r.Tormiell: Annales. p. 535 
/.7,for Bellimperin,r.Bellimperia. p.538 /.19, for 
—actus, r.Tactus. p.543 7.15, for before, r. atter. 
Some other Literal faults not here inſerted, the 
Reader 7s deſired to corretF. 
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